
Wickliffe Brown was Sherrod Brown's younger brother. See Sherrod's biography for

details on the family background. Wickliffe's biography will begin with the year 1850.

Wickliffe was born into an established New Haven family on November 14, 1842. [1]He

was a second generation resident of the town. His father, Ira, had inherited a moderately

successful farm from his father, Solomon Brown who was one of the first settlers of the

community. Wickliffe was only eight years old in 1850. He had three brothers and one

sister. His father was doing well enough as a farmer to afford two hired men to help him

run it. His mother, Elitha, also had help with her chores around the house and with the

children's care. Betsey Brown, Ira's sister, lived in the home and provided Elitha with an

extra pair of hands. [2]Wickliffe turned eighteen in 1860, the perfect age to be of valuable

help to his father and brothers on the farm. It was also the perfect age for an army

volunteer when the tensions between North and South changed from a shouting match to

a shooting war.

The Brown family could well have been the pilot for the Hollywood movie (1965)

"Shenandoah" with Jimmy Stewart playing the part of a father trying to live a normal life

in the middle of chaos and violence and trying to keep his sons out of the war as they

strained on their leashes to take part in it. Ira had three grown sons on a prosperous farm

who worked by his side to provide for an extended family. The oldest was Willard aged

twenty-one and a farmer like his father. In later years, he would become a Congregational

minister. Sherrod, the second oldest son, was also a farmer working with his father and

older brother to maintain the operation of a $5,000 business. Then there was Wickliffe,

eighteen and old enough to be called a "farmer" just like his older brothers and father.

They all worked hard to provide financial security for themselves and the family and to

build a reputation in the community for their efficiency and industry. They were

respected members and leaders of their town. The family had a long and proud history of

civic service. It had begun with Solomon Brown, the Revolutionary War hero who had

been one of the first to settle in New Haven. He had held every town office there was at

one time or another, many of them more than once and some for decades at a time. Ira,

his son, had carried on the family tradition of public service, superior farmer and strong



church supporter. These three young, vibrant men certainly would follow in their

ancestors' footsteps. But, just like in "Shenandoah" and Jimmy Stewart's mythical family,

the American Civil War would bring catastrophic and irrevocable changes to the Brown's

family and its visions of the future.

Ira, most likely, was responsible for the delayed reactions of the his boys to the news

from South Carolina about the surrender of Fort Sumter. Sherrod was the first to enlist,

but not until the fall of 1862. And then he didn't just go for any job in any old infantry

unit. No, he selected a special, elite regiment to join - the First United States

Sharpshooters (Berdan's). Even his new green uniform couldn't keep him safe, however.

He was severely wounded on November 27, 1863 at Locust Grove, Virginia. Three days

later, his younger brother, Wickliffe, volunteered for active duty in the Ninth Vermont, a

unit destined for its own day of infamy. The floodgate had burst. There was no holding

his sons back any longer.

Wickliffe was twenty-one when he enlisted at New Haven in front of the Selectmen of

the town on November 30, 1863 for three years. The recruit stood five feet nine and one

half inches tall, had a light complexion for a farmer, blue eyes and brown hair. He signed

his own papers. He was given over to Company C of the Ninth Vermont Infantry to

replenish their ranks. [3]Mr. Brown was not made into Private Brown until December 24,

1863. On January 22, 1864, he was at Brattleboro, Vermont where he was paid one

month pay in advance ($13) and $2 premium plus he received $35 bounty money from

the commutation fund. [4]

The Ninth Regiment was organized at Brattleboro and mustered into the service there on

July 9, 1862 for three years. It was ordered at once to Washington. By July 19, the

command was attached to General Sturgis' division at Cloud's Mills. Five days later, the

Regiment was moved to Winchester where it was employed in the construction of

fortifications and other fatigue duties for several months. Early in September it was sent

to Harper's Ferry on the approach of Stonewall Jackson's forces. Due to the Federal



command's indecisiveness and questionable loyalties, the Ninth, along with nearly twelve

thousand other Union troops, were forced to surrender to General Jackson.

Harper's Ferry was humiliating to the Union but not to the Ninth Vermont. Colonel

Stannard, commanding at the time, initially refused to surrender his men to the

Confederates. For two hours after all other Federal troops had stacked arms, the Ninth

and its Colonel attempted to fight its way out of the trap it was in and break through to

reach the Army of the Potomac located nearby. Only when a Confederate division cut off

its route of escape did Colonel Stannard, out numbered ten to one, order his command to

Bolivar Heights to stack arms with the other Federal prisoners. Before reluctantly

surrendering, the officers of the Regiment cut the national colors into strips and parceled

them out among themselves thus keeping it out of the hands of the enemy. They had

intended to do the same to the State flag, but, in the excitement and haste, was not

completely successful and a large part of it ended up in the hands of the Confederates. It

was sent to Richmond as a trophy. Later, in 1865, when the Ninth marched into

Richmond at the head of the Union Army of the Potomac, the flag was recaptured form

the Rebel archives by the same command that had lost it. At the request of the Governor

of the State of Vermont, the flag was returned to the State Capital where it resides to this

day. The Ninth had the dubious distinction of being the only Regiment from Vermont

that lost its colors at the hands of the enemy.

From Harper's Ferry, the Ninth was sent to Chicago on parole. They spent the next four

months there. On January 10, 1863, the Ninth was exchanged. The Regiment received

new Springfield rifles in anticipation of returning to the field of combat after a long and

embarrassing detention as prisoners of war. Unfortunately they were assigned to guard

the newly arrived Confederate prisoners captured at Murfreesboro and Arkansas until

April 1 when they returned to City Point, Virginia. The Regiment was at Suffolk during

the siege in April and May of 1863. From there, it was sent to Yorktown and occupied

West Point during the Gettysburg campaign. A futile attempt was made to capture

Richmond while its defenders were drawn off to take part in Lee's push into the North.

July, August and September found the Regiment once again at Yorktown where the



health of the Regiment suffered greatly from the climate and malaria. For this reason, and

because of the persistent urging of the Governor of Vermont on behalf of the troops, the

command was transferred in October to the Newport barracks located between Morehead

City and New Berne, North Carolina. Early in February, 1864, at the time of the attack

upon New Berne, a detachment of Confederates were sent by General Pickett to capture

Newport barracks. The ensuing fight resulted in three men of the Ninth being awarded

medals of honor for gallantry. As a result of the Confederate assault, the Ninth was

obliged to withdraw to Morehead City. Three days later, the Ninth reoccupied the

Newport barracks. During the summer of 1864, various detachments of the Ninth were

employed in dealing with Confederate activity around the New Berne area. September 15,

1864 was the second anniversary of the surrender at Harper's Ferry and was also the date

on which the Ninth arrived in front of Petersburg.

Two days after its arrival, the Ninth received a detachment of recruits, increasing its

numbers to 1, 129. On September 17, 1864, one hundred picked men of the Ninth were

sent as a support to an isolated, exposed earth-work known as Redoubt Dutton. The detail

from the Ninth lived in gopher holes (rifle pits) under the muzzles of the Union guns of

the redoubt. A one hundred gun salute on September 24 and again on the 30th brought on

a determined attack from the Confederates and the brunt of it fell on Redoubt Dutton. The

steady, well-directed fire of the Vermont line disarranged and broke two well organized

lines of battle at less than one hundred and fifty yards.

On September 29, the Ninth participated in the Battle of Chapin's (Chaffin's) Farm. On

the 27th of October, the Regiment took part in the Battle of Fair Oaks. The Ninth was

recalled to form part of the troops sent to New York under General Butler to protect the

city from anticipated riots during the presidential election. From New York City, it was

sent back to Richmond. April 3, 1865 the Ninth, along with the Twelfth New Hampshire,

were the first two Federal Regiments to enter the abandoned Confederate capital.

Running through the burning streets of Richmond, they did not halt until they reached the

front door of the Confederate White House. For the next two weeks, the Ninth was part of

the provost guard in Richmond. Soon, Lee, Johnson and other segments of the Rebel



Army surrendered and the shooting war was over. On the 13th of June, the original

members of the Ninth were mustered-out. About four hundred recruits remained in the

service until December when they were disbanded and sent home. The Ninth then

became a thing of the past.[5]

Private Brown joined the Ninth at its lowest point in its term of service in the war. It's

surrender at Harper's Ferry left a very bitter taste in the regiment's collective mouth for a

long time. From January through September, 1864, the worst thing that happened to

Private Brown was that he got his pay docked $.49 by the Government for the haversack

he lost. [6]Then around September 27, 1864, he became sick and was admitted to the Base

Hospital. He was still there on November 24, 1864. [7]He had improved enough by

January/February, 1865 to be employed as a nurse in the general hospital at Point of

Rocks, Virginia. But he was not well enough yet to be sent back to his regiment. He was

due pay from September, 1864 until February, 1865 (six months = $78). [8]Private Brown

did not live long enough to collect it nor the $75 in unpaid bounty money he was owed.

He died on February 20, 1865 form pneumonia at Point Rocks. None of that money due

him before his death was mentioned on the final statement completed for Private Brown

following his death. [9] It was not much of a consolation for the loss of a son, but Elitha,

Wickliffe's mother, was able to draw a pension in 1890 based on her son's sacrifice in

defense of his country. [10]
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