
Documentation on William T. Cole of Weybridge, Vermont was practically non-existent. It was 
like looking for teeth in a hen’s mouth. For now, William will have to remain a phantom on the 
stage of local history. 

 

Oh, he was real all right; no doubt about that. We know he was white, only because he was 
allowed to enlist in the Second Vermont Regiment on September 20, 1861. We know he said he 
was born in Weybridge in 1836 because he said so in his enlistment record. He was twenty-five 
at the time, stood five feet eight inches tall, had blue eyes that went well with a light complexion 
and brown hair. His occupation was listed as “farmer”. His term of service was for three years.[1] 

And we know that he wasn’t mustered-in the service until October 17, 1861 when Private Cole 
officially became a member of Company F, Second Vermont Regiment of Infantry.[2] What we 
do not know about William T. Cole would fill a large bucket. We don’t know who his father and 
mother were or if he had any siblings. We don’t know if he ever married which was unlikely 
only because a pension notice was not found for him or any beneficiary he may have had. We do 
know that three months into his tour of duty, while garrisoning the outer defenses of Washington 
at Camp Griffin with the rest of the Second Vermont, he became sick and died in the Regimental 
general hospital somewhere in Washington, D.C. on November 27, 1861.[3]  

 

Then there was the issue of where William T. Cole was buried. Usually for an ordinary soldier of 
his rank, the body would have been buried within a day or two at most from the time of death. 
The bed was needed for other patients and the weather wasn’t cold enough in Washington to 
freeze, and thus, preserve the remains. Besides, doctors had learned enough about communicable 
diseases to know it was unhealthy to leave a corpse and its possessions lying around where 
others could come into contact with it and become infected with the fatal illness. Many a Union 
man was buried within hours of his death in the nearest plot of land suitable for the purpose of 
burying the dead. This would have been done for Private Cole, unless he had family in Vermont 
willing and able to pay the cost of bringing his body home for burial. Since we know nothing 
about William’s background other than his brief military service, it can’t be said for certain what 
became of his remains. What is a fact is that there is a headstone for him in the West Cemetery in 
New Haven. It was not erected until sometime after November 29, 1879. That was the date the 
D.W. Whitney Company ordered a Government stone for him to be delivered to Weybridge, 
Vermont.[4] Who applied for the free government stone was unknown and still is. And whether 
William’s remains lie beneath that stone is also an uncertainty. 
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