
For some people, the public domain is full of insights and glimpses into their lives,

sometimes revealing facts about their existence that you wish you didn't know. For others,

the person remains elusive, surfacing here and there briefly then disappearing again for

long stretches of time. Some people are difficult to track because they moved around a lot

appearing in this place now only to resurface somewhere else a few years later. At times,

it seems that individuals went underground and completely evaporated from the face of

the earth. And then again, there are those who lived on this planet for such a brief time

that they hardly left a foot print at all.

In the case of George S. Rogers and his wife, Frances Emily Whitcomb, we had a

combination of several of these types. George was alive for only twenty-four years. He

was here hardly long enough to leave any kind of legacy although he lived long enough

to marry and produce a son. His wife, Frances, disappeared for fifty years without a trace

after his death. And her son, Fred, went missing for about twenty-five years. Let's begin

with George.

George Samuel Rogers was born about 1839 in Orwell, Vermont. He was the son of

Robert H. Rogers (1806-1884) and Abigail Allen (1808-1903). Both of them were buried

in the Middlebury Cemetery in Middlebury, Vermont. [1] The only marker for her grave

site is the DAR Daughter marker. [2]Abigail came from a distinguished New England

family. She was born in Pomfret, Connecticut and was a descendant of Nathaniel Allen.

Her father was Nathaniel Allen and her mother was Susanna Carpenter. Abigail's father

served as a private in the Connecticut militia in Rhode Island in 1778. He, too, was born

in Pomfret, but died in Sudbury, Vermont. [3]Robert H. Rogers came from less a

distinguished New England stock. He was a hard working laborer most of his life. He had

to work hard to support his large family. Usually Robert was employed in the lumber

industry as a sawyer and he moved up and down the Champlain Valley on both sides of

Lake Champlain to find work. [4]George was the third son born to Robert and Abigail. He

had five brothers and only one sister: James Phillip (1836-1923); Martin M. (1837-);

Edward (1841-); Elias (1844-); Isaac (1845-); and sister Eliza (1847-). [5]All of the

children were born in Vermont.



In 1850, George was eleven years old and he lived with his family in Mooers, New York.

His father worked in the lumber yard of Mooers as a sawyer and had three men working

for him in the business. Two of them were sawyers like himself: Peter Moss, age sixteen

and Charles Clukey, age nineteen. One other boarder living in the household was

nineteen year old John Cronan who worked as a laborer. He was probably an unskilled

worker at the saw mill. At the time, Abigail managed the house and cared for the young

ones. All of George's brothers and his one sister lived at home. They ranged in age from

fourteen to three. [6]

Ten years later, George was a resident of Sudbury, Vermont where he was a farmer.

While living there, he met and married a young women named Frances E. Whitcomb. He

was twenty-one and she was nineteen. Both of them were living in Sudbury when they

were married on November 3, 1860. [7]Frances had been born on October 17, 1841 in

Marlborough, Massachusetts the daughter of Moses and Lydia Whitcomb. [8] Ironically,

she, too, came from unique New England stock. She was the granddaughter of Zalates

Whitcomb and his wife, Sarah Parmenter. Zelates (1759-1863) served as a private in Capt.

Jonathan Rice's company, Col. Samuel Bullard's regiment of Massachusetts militia in

1777. [9] In 1855, before coming to Vermont, Frances had been living in Marlborough,

Massachusetts with her father, Moses. At that time, her mother, Lydia, was not

mentioned on the household list of the Massachusetts State Census. [10] Just before her

marriage to George in Whiting, Vermont, it appeared that she had been living in

Marlborough with someone named John F. Klenert and his three year old daughter,

Emma. John was a shoemaker like her father. [11]When, why and how Frances ended up

in Sudbury in late 1860 was not explained by any resources I consulted in my research.

Equally unforeseen was the fact that almost immediately the newly weds retired to

Colchester, Vermont to become residents of that town. The honey moon was also short.

On December 6, 1861, a son was born to George and Frances. They named him Fred

(erick) Erwin. [12]Before Fred turned three, George received his draft notice. The Union

Army needed him more than his young wife and child did.



Not being able to afford a substitute, George reported to the recruiting officer on July 16,

1863 at Burlington, Vermont. The five feet eight inch tall draftee had a dark complexion

to match his dark hair, which was set off by his blue eyes. He stated that his occupation

was a farmer. The Army was taking him for three years. [13]No one knew then that his

term of service would be cut way short of its full term. Private Rogers was mustered-in

on August 14, 1863 at Burlington and given a $25.00 bounty. [14] George was now a

member of Company E, Third Vermont Infantry. He arrived on September 24, 1863 in

the field to take his place among the ranks of the unit. [15]From then until March 5, 1864,

things were as normal as could be for an enlisted man in a fighting unit during the Civil

War. Then Private Rogers fell victim to the one thing soldiers feared more than shot and

shell - disease. He came down with measles on the 5th and was admitted to the Camp

Regimental Hospital near Brandy Station, Virginia soon thereafter where, on March 10,

1864, he died of his disease. [16]

In adherence to army regulations a Final Statement was filled out for the discharged

soldier. It was dated March 13, 1864. In the document, it stated that Private Rogers was

entitled to a discharge by reason "…he died…of measles…” The largest amount of space

on the form was devoted to who owed what to whom. There were categories for travel

expenses, pay, clothing, bounty, stoppages (debts to U.S.), debts to sutlers and laundress'.

Back in July, 1863, George received his new blue outfit which cost the Government

$30.00. His back pay (from last date of pay to present - December, 1863 to March 10,

1864) amounted to $30.33. [17]He was paid at the standard Federal rate of $13.00 per

month.

There was a handwritten note in the bottom corner of the Final Statement which revealed

"The said soldier left no effects". A fitting statement for a man who came and went in this

life so fast that he barely left an imprint on this world. It was interesting to note that the

inventory of his personal property was blank - "No effects". It was like the man was

naked while in the hospital. No hat or cap; no great coat or uniform coat/jacket; no blouse

(shirt), frock, fatigue overalls, trousers, drawers (flannel or cotton), boots/shoes or socks;

not a blanket or haversack. Nothing that almost every man in the military would have had



with him at most times. Why? The answer might lie in the fact that the doctors knew

measles was highly contagious and that it could be passed from one person to another by

contact with contaminated clothing, among other ways. More than likely, everything

George owned in the way of clothing was either buried with him or was burned to avoid

spreading the disease. As to other tangible articles of personal property such as a watch,

money, etc., it is not too difficult to imagine a man of George's socio-economic status not

having any of life's indulgences.

Besides having the misfortune of being drafted versus volunteering and being taken away

from a young wife and a new son to go to war, George seemed to suffer from an

unremarkable demise that cut short his life before it had barely begun. The family who

mourned the loss of their loved one did not even have the satisfaction of being able to

recount the heroic way in which the brave soldier laid down his life on the battlefield in

defense of his country. Instead, their last memory of him was of a lonely, prostrate young

man lying on a hospital bed in some far away place dying among strangers of a childhood

disease. No glory or medals of valor or ribbons of honor for bravery for George; just red

spots all over and a burning fever.

On April 21, 1864, Frances applied for a widow's pension. At the time, she and her son,

Fred, had moved back to Orwell. [18]She apparently returned there from Colchester after

George's death in order to be with family members, perhaps living with Robert, her

father-in-law,or one of her brother-in-laws. At the time, Frances did not ask for the extra

$2.00 per month she was entitled to. She waited until 1866 to do that when she petitioned

the government for an increase in her widow's pension. [19]When she first began

receiving pension payments, they were for the amount of $8.00 per month. [20]After she

applied for an increase in 1866 and asked for the dependent payment of $2.00 extra per

month, she was receiving an allotment of $10.00 per month. [21]At this juncture, the

public records went silent on Frances' whereabouts and activities. It wasn't until fifty

years later that she resurfaced in the public domain. In 1916, the Pension Office granted

her an increase again in her pension, raising it to $20.00 per month. [22] But none of this

information in the Widow's Pension Index from 1916 gave a clue as to where she was



living. Then three letters. written in her hand in late 1916, were found which answered

the question "Where in the world was Frances E. Rogers?"

Each letter was addressed to the Commissioner of Pensions. The first was a request by

her for a pension increase provided by the Act of September 8, 1916 for which she felt

she was entitled. The letter was dated October 5, 1916 and her address was given as

Middlebury, Vermont. The second letter, dated November 21, 1916, restated her request.

This time she wrote "21 Seminary St. Middlebury, Vermont" as her return address. By

the time she wrote the third letter, it was apparent that she was running out of patience

waiting for word from the government on her request: "…I have received no notice of the

receipt of application. Having learned that many widows in this and other towns in Vt.

have received notice and also checks I take the liberty of sending this application…." The

letter was undated but included her full Middlebury address again for the benefit of the

Pension Office. [23]She must have received some satisfactory response from the

Commissioner of Pensions for there were no more letters after the third one.

In 1920, Frances' Widow's Pension Index records indicated she was still living in

Middlebury. The exact date of Frances' death was not determined. It occurred sometime

in 1923. According to her pension file, she was last paid to August 4, 1923 at the rate of

$30.00 per month. She was dropped from the rolls because of death effective August 16,

1923. [24]
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