
John Ansor Munger (Monger) was not your typical nineteenth century man in several

ways. First, he stood an extraordinary six feet two inches tall - a giant by standards of the

day and equal in height to Abe Lincoln. Secondly, he was given the responsibility of

being a wagoner when he entered the army, a job usually reserved for civilians and often

given to African-Americans. Perhaps his recruiting officer gave him this task out of an

act of kindness to keep his rather conspicuously large frame from becoming an inviting

target for Confederate marksmen.

As with other nineteenth record keepers, John's last name was spelled in a variety of

ways: Munger, Monger, Manger. The most common spelling was Munger. John was born

June 27, 1822 in Orwell, Vermont. [1] His father's name was also John A. (Answen)

Munger which caused no end of confusion in the historical records when trying to keep

the two separate. His mother was Rachel Austin Munger. [2] John had five brothers and

two sisters: George, 1809; Alvah, 1811; Hannah, 1815; Lucinda, 1817; William L., 1825;

Joel, 1828; and Franklin A., 1828. All these siblings, plus John, survived to adulthood.

George died before he reached one. [3]

When John reached twenty, he married. His bride was Emily Eliza Rogers. They were

married in Orwell, Vermont on the twenty-eighth of August, 1842. [4] John and Emily

had nine children all together. Seven of them lived to maturity: Sarah E., 1843; Eliza,

1844; Julia E., 1846; John S., 1849; Emily Rowena, 1851; James, 1854; and Elua (aka

Ellen, Elna) Rosiland, 1859. [5]On October 17, 1858, Emily delivered still born twins. [6]

When John was born in 1822, his mother and father were living in Orwell where they

spent their entire lives. It was assumed that their children grew up in that town. John

married there in 1842. In 1850, the Federal Census listed John Anson living in Orwell

with his wife, Emily, and four of their nine children. He was working as a laborer. [7]By

1860, he and his family had moved to Benson where John made a living being a teamster.

His personal estate was only worth $400. [8]Perhaps it was his meager net worth and the

struggle to support his growing family that motivated John to enlist in the Union Army. If

he played his cards right, joined at the most opportune time and took full advantage of all



the bounties being offered for voluntary enlistment, he could have made an easy $300-

500 in incentives. That must have been pretty enticing to a man whose total net worth

was $400.

On August 29, 1862, the forty year old farmer/teamster from Benson signed up in

Shoreham, Vermont for nine months. The six feet two and one half inch tall recruit with a

light complexion, grey eyes and brown hair was assigned to Company D of the

Fourteenth Reg't Vermont Mil. Inf. [9] It wasn't until two months later, on October 21,

1862 that wagoner Private Munger was mustered-in at Brattleboro, Vermont.

A teamster or wagoner drove a wagon pulled by a team of horses or mules. Horses were

preferred if the wagon's cargo was ordinance or ammunition as the loud sounds of cannon

and musketry were less apt to spook the animals. Mules would just refuse to cooperate

under noisy battle conditions. An army on the march required more than 2,000 teamsters

to drive wagons carrying food for men and animals, baggage and other supplies,

ammunition, and to transport the sick and wounded. The load capacity varied according

to the number of animals in the team ( two, four, six) and the condition of the roads. A

heavy ordinance wagon with six animals could carry in excess of 2,500 pounds, although

an average load might be around 1,500 pounds. That would be the equivalent of fifteen

boxes containing 15,000 small arms cartridges for infantry. An infantry regiment of 300

men might have three wagons assigned to it for carrying food and fodder plus another

two wagons for carrying a change of clothing, knapsacks, etc. for the men. There were

also officer's baggage and camp essentials like tents and cooking utensils to be hauled

around as the troops marched from location to location. Additional wagons would be

required at the brigade, division, corps and army levels to meet the food and baggage

needs of those staffs. An individual soldiers' daily rations weighed around two pounds. It

was common when anticipating a battle to have three days' rations issued to the soldiers

at one time. At the beginning of a campaign, the wagons were loaded with seven to ten

days of surplus food. Empty ordinance wagons, if not sent back for more ammunition,

could be used to carry weapons gathered from the battlefield and carry wounded soldiers

to hospitals. In approaching the battlefield, only ordinance and ambulance wagons were



permitted to go to the front. The rest of the train was held back in large wagon parks or

sent to the rear areas to scour the countryside for forage and supplies for the use of the

army. [10]

It did not take the army long to recognize Private Munger's unique talents. The Company

Muster Roll for January/February, 1863 remarked, concerning John's presence,

"...Detached as Brigade Teamster since Jan 1, 1863". [11] It seemed that Private Munger

was more valuable behind a team of horses or mules than he was behind a musket. He

was relegated to the role of a non-combatant unless called upon to defend and protect his

cargo and/or the wagon train. It was a dirty, dusty job that often required long hours

driving his team of animals. Sometimes the teamsters had to travel all night long to reach

their destinations. Soldiers, like Private Munger, who had been detached from the

infantry companies to serve as wagoners, could be recalled to the ranks at any time if

needed.

Even though John was separated from the massed troops in the field camps, he was still

exposed to the rigors of fatigue, poor diet, lousy hygiene and questionable water sources.

So it was not surprising that he became sick and had to be admitted to a hospital for care.

In June of 1863, he was sent to the General Hospital at Frederick, Maryland. [12] Whether

he ever returned to active duty or not is not clear from his military records. His discharge

from the service occurred only one month later. On July 30, 1863, Private Munger once

again became a private citizen. [13]

By 1870, John and his family had relocated to Sudbury, Vermont where he was a mail

contractor. His youngest son, James, now sixteen, drove the mail stage for a living. Elna,

John's last daughter, age eleven, lived at home. [14]Before the decade ended, John applied

for a pension. In justifying his 1877 request for it, he had claimed to be disabled with

"chronic rheumatism". [15]

In 1880, John and Emily were the only two Mungers living under the same roof together

in Sudbury. At fifty-four, John still farmed. [16] In 1890, he and Emily lived at Chipman's



Point, Addison, Vermont. [17] When he was seventy-seven in 1900, he had moved back to

Orwell, Vermont. [18]Emily had died on April 23, 1899 in Orwell at eighty years of age.

She had died of sub acute pneumonia with heart complications. [19] John held on for

another four years after her death - long enough to see the turn of the century. He died on

February 2, 1903 in Orwell. He was eighty-one. Cause of his death was "exhaustion from

apoplexy". [20]
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