
Elijah W. Bird was a local boy whose family roots in the New Haven town area ran very

deep. His ancestors, like many settlers in the Champlain Valley area, came from

Connecticut. In fact, New Haven, Vermont is actually named after New Haven, Connecti-

cut. Some of Elijah's ancestors may have been original proprietors of the village. While

Elijah's great grandfather and grandfather were Connecticut natives, his father, Canfield,

was born in New Haven, Vermont. An "Amos Bird" and a "Lt. James Bird" were both

original settlers of the town and may have been related to Elijah. Altogether, there were

five "Birds" listed in the History of New Haven, 1761-1983 by Harold Farnsworth and

Robert Rogers who were prominent civic leaders in New Haven. [1]Not all of these five

were necessarily kin to Elijah, but he and his father were on the list.

Elijah W. Bird was born on September 30, 1840 in New Haven, Vermont. He was the son

of Canfield Bird (1805-1870) and Elizabeth Washburn (1808-1881). [2]Canfield had been

born in New Haven, Vermont as well on March 8, 1805. Elijah's mother, "Betsey", was

born in 1808 in our sister state of New Hampshire. Her parents were James Washburn

and Phinney Borth. [3]Canfield was a farmer in New Haven just like his father, Amos

Bird, had been. After Elizabeth and her family relocated to New Haven around 1828, she

met and married Elijah's father. Canfield and Betsey were married on December 31, 1828

in New Haven by Calvin Squire, Justice of the Peace. He was twenty-three and she was

twenty. [4]

Children started coming soon after their marriage. Julia Maria (1830-1916) was their first

child born to them. She was followed two years later by their first son, Amos Cook

(1832-1901). Ellen Sophia (1834-?) was the second daughter in the family, followed by a

second son, James Booth (1837-1910). Then Elijah sprang onto the scene to take his

place in line. Following the established pattern of girl-boy births, a third daughter, Emma

Melinda was born in 1845 (-?). Finally, Mary Elizabeth broke off the string of alternating

sexes when she arrived (1848-1864) as the last of the siblings. [5]

When the violent rift between the North and the South was still just a low distant rumble

of impending trouble, Elijah turned ten years old. Even at his young age, he must have



had some inkling that big trouble was coming. He had two older brothers and a father

who were politically savvy enough to have opinions on the national debate taking place

among the general population on unity or secession. Cetainly the townsfolk were talking

about the issues of the day. The whole country was buzzing about the inevitable struggle

looming. Canfield and Elizabeth had raised their brood of children in New Haven

beginning with their first child, Julia. By 1850, all seven had been born. Canfield was an

ordinary farmer like the majority of his neighbors. Amos, his oldest son at seventeen,

labored along side of his father when he and his other younger siblings were not

attending school. [6]Elijah was about nineteen in 1860 and worked as a carpenter. Amos

was listed as a carpenter also. He was twenty-two and identified as head of household.

Amos' total estate value was given as a paltry $530.00 (real estate plus personal property).

Canfield was listed as a member of the household and no value was assigned to him at all.

Three women lived in the home in 1860. There were two "Mary's" and an Emma. One

"Mary" was fifty years old, five years younger than Canfield. She most likely was

Elizabeth or "Betsey", Elijah's mother and Canfield's wife. [7]

As Elijah got older and 1861 got closer, he could not have missed the tension building

among friends, relatives and neighbors. Elijah's decision to marry at this time could very

well have been, in part, a reaction to the atmosphere in his community before the

morning of April 12, 1861 when secessionist advocate Edmund Ruffin rudely awoke the

small garrison of Fort Sumter at 4:30 a.m. with a canon shot. [8]His older brother, James

B., went to war ahead of him, signing up in 1862. He set the example for Elijah to follow,

leaving his two year old bride alone while he went off to defend his country. The war was

two years old when Elijah decided to get mixed up in it. Elijah was registered for the

draft in June of 1863. [9]He was married on October 8, 1863. [10]

His bride was Adaline Laura Bingham. She was born in Cornwall, Vermont on December

24, 1841. This was her first marriage at twenty-one. Although she was born in Cornwall,

she was a resident of Warren at the time she wedded Elijah. That is where the Reverend

George Wells performed the ceremony. She came from a family of five sisters and one

brother. Her father was Lucius Bingham (1804-1858) and her mother was Lovina Riford

(1802-1874). The groom was twenty-two years of age. This was his first marriage as well.



He was a resident of New Haven where he worked as a clerk in a store. [11]Adaline had

been living in Warren at least since she was eight years old. She, her five siblings, mother

and father all lived on an impressive farm in Warren valued at $2,400.00. In 1850,

Chauncy was the only male child on the farm. He was only six, so he was of no help to

his father in doing the work required to maintain such a successful operation. There was a

hired man to assist the owner. He was Hiram Goodspeed. [12]Adaline's father died March

11, 1858 in Warren when she was about seventeen. [13]He was only about fifty-four when

he passed away. The cause of his death was not discovered. Lovina and at least her

youngest children maintained a fractured family unit in Warren. Her sixteen year old son,

Chauncy, kept the family business, now worth $3,100.00 in 1860, running. [14]

Adaline, herself, for some reason found it necessary to leave her parent's home and strike

out on her own. It appeared from the Federal Census of 1860, that she returned to her

native state of New Hampshire to live with a family in Derry, New Hampshire named

Priest. James and Irena Priest were the heads of the household and had five children to

look after. Adaline was hired as a housemaid for the family. [15]She then returned to

Warren where her mother lived to be married to Elijah in 1863. From there, the newly

weds set up housekeeping together in New Haven. [16]

It was on December 14, 1863 that twenty-three year old Elijah W. Bird, two months a

new husband, presented all five feet seven and one quarter inches of him before the Army

recruiter in New Haven. He certainly was not there at the urging of his new bride,

Adaline. From his enlistment papers, it seemed that the invitation to enlist had come at

the request of the Selectmen in town. Whoever or whatever was his motivation, the light

haired, blue eyed store clerk signed his own enlistment papers pledging his allegiance and

loyalty to the Union for three years. [17]He enlisted just ten days before his wife's twenty-

second birthday and only two months after he gave his pledge to her in holy matrimony.

What was he thinking?! Twenty-three days later, Elijah found himself at Brattleboro,

Vermont with the other volunteers and recruits to be sworn into the service of the United

States Army. He was officially Private Bird on January 6, 1864 as a recruit. [18]



The Ninth Regiment was organized at Brattleboro and mustered into the service there on

July 9, 1862 for three years. It was ordered at once to Washington. By July 19, the

command was attached to General Sturgis' division at Cloud's Mills. Five days later, the

Regiment was moved to Winchester where it was employed in the construction of

fortifications and other fatigue duties for several months. Early in September it was sent

to Harper's Ferry on the approach of Stonewall Jackson's forces. Due to the Federal

command's indecisiveness and questionable loyalties, the Ninth, along with nearly twelve

thousand other Union troops, were forced to surrender to General Jackson.

Harper's Ferry was humiliating to the Union but not to the Ninth Vermont. Colonel

Stannard, commanding at the time, initially refused to surrender his men to the

Confederates. For two hours after all other Federal troops had stacked arms, the Ninth

and its Colonel attempted to fight its way out of the trap it was in and break through to

reach the Army of the Potomac located nearby. Only when a Confederate division cut off

its route of escape did Colonel Stannard, out numbered ten to one, order his command to

Bolivar Heights to stack arms with the other Federal prisoners. Before reluctantly

surrendering, the officers of the Regiment cut the national colors into strips and parceled

them out among themselves thus keeping it out of the hands of the enemy. They had

intended to do the same to the State flag, but, in the excitement and haste, was not

completely successful and a large part of it ended up in the hands of the Confederates. It

was sent to Richmond as a trophy. Later, in 1865, when the Ninth marched into

Richmond at the head of the Union Army of the Potomac, the flag was recaptured from

the Rebel archives by the same command that had lost it. At the request of the Governor

of the State of Vermont, the flag was returned to the State Capital where it resides to this

day. The Ninth had the dubious distinction of being the only Regiment from Vermont

that lost its colors at the hands of the enemy.

From Harper's Ferry, the Ninth was sent to Chicago on parole. They spent the next four

months there. On January 10, 1863, the Ninth was exchanged. The Regiment received

new Springfield rifles in anticipation of returning to the field of combat after a long and

embarrassing detention as prisoners of war. Unfortunately they were assigned to guard



the newly arrived Confederate prisoners captured at Murfreesboro and Arkansas until

April 1 when they returned to City Point, Virginia. The Regiment was at Suffolk during

the siege in April and May of 1863. From there, it was sent to Yorktown and occupied

West Point during the Gettysburg campaign. A futile attempt was made to capture

Richmond while its defenders were drawn off to take part in Lee's push into the North.

July, August and September found the Regiment once again at Yorktown where the

health of the Regiment suffered greatly from the climate and malaria. For this reason, and

because of the persistent urging of the Governor of Vermont on behalf of the troops, the

command was transferred in October to the Newport barracks located between Morehead

City and New Berne, North Carolina. Early in February, 1864, at the time of the attack

upon New Berne, a detachment of Confederates were sent by General Pickett to capture

Newport barracks. The ensuing fight resulted in three men of the Ninth being awarded

medals of honor for gallantry. As a result of the Confederate assault, the Ninth was

obliged to withdraw to Morehead City. Three days later, the Ninth reoccupied the

Newport barracks. During the summer of 1864, various detachments of the Ninth were

employed in dealing with Confederate activity around the New Berne area. September 15,

1864 was the second anniversary of the surrender at Harper's Ferry and was also the date

on which the Ninth arrived in front of Petersburg.

Two days after its arrival, the Ninth received a detachment of recruits, increasing its

numbers to 1,129. On September 17, 1864, one hundred picked men of the Ninth were

sent as a support to an isolated, exposed earth-work known as Redoubt Dutton. The detail

from the Ninth lived in gopher holes (rifle pits) under the muzzles of the Union guns of

the redoubt. A one hundred gun salute on September 24 and again on the 30th brought on

a determined attack from the Confederates and the brunt of it fell on Redoubt Dutton. The

steady, well-directed fire of the Vermont line disarranged and broke two well organized

lines of battle at less than one hundred and fifty yards.

On September 29, the Ninth participated in the Battle of Chapin's (Chaffin's) Farm. On

the 27th of October, the Regiment took part in the Battle of Fair Oaks. The Ninth was

recalled to form part of the troops sent to New York under General Butler to protect the



city from anticipated riots during the presidential election. From New York City, it was

sent back to Richmond. April 3, 1865 the Ninth, along with the Twelfth New Hampshire,

were the first two Federal Regiments to enter the abandoned Confederate capital.

Running through the burning streets of Richmond, they did not halt until they reached the

front door of the Confederate White House. For the next two weeks, the Ninth was part of

the provost guard in Richmond. Soon, Lee, Johnson and other segments of the Rebel

Army surrendered and the shooting war was over. On the 13th of June, the original

members of the Ninth were mustered-out. About four hundred recruits remained in the

service until December when they were disbanded and sent home. The Ninth then

became a thing of the past.[19]

Private Bird was still at Brattleboro with a detachment of U.S. Volunteers from the Ninth

Vermont Infantry on January 22, 1864. In addition to receiving $25 of his $267 bounty,

he was awarded one month's pay ($13) in advance and another $35 bounty paid out of the

commutation fund. A $2 premium was given to him also which usually went to the

recruiter who signed the volunteer up. [20] January through June was routine business for

the Ninth and Private Bird. During that time, the only "bad" thing that happened to

Private Bird was he got dinged some pay ($.49) for a lost haversack sometime in July or

August of 1864. [21]Apparently Private Bird was doing all the right things in the

performance of his duties because he was making a good impression on his Regimental

officers. He was rewarded for his efforts on October 25, 1864 when he was promoted to

Corporal of Company C of the Ninth. [22]He continued to impress because, eight months

later, he was promoted again to Sergeant of the Company on June 14, 1865. [23]

In July/August of 1865, Sergeant Bird received a pleasant surprise again. His service

records indicated he was owed $13 (a private's monthly pay) and had not been correctly

paid at the Sergeant's rank for the last six months. So he was due the difference between a

private's pay and a sergeant's pay for those months. [24]From March of 1864 to August of

1865 Private/Corporal/Sergeant Bird had functioned as Company Clerk or performed

color guard duty. The only exception was a one twenty day furlough in May of 1865. On

September 2, 1865, Sergeant Bird was discharged form the service, not because he had



served out his time, but because he had been promoted once again. He had to be

dismissed as Sergeant in order to re-enlist as a First Lieutenant. [25]He served as a

commissioned officer from then until his discharge for the final time on October 30, 1865.
[26]Since civilian Elijah W. Bird had a wedding anniversary to celebrate, I'm sure he

headed straight to home in New Haven, Vermont.

Elijah wasted little time after he returned home from the war in starting a family. His first

child was a daughter, Alice May, born in June, 1867 in New Haven. By the 1870 Federal

Census year, the couple had a second child, Eugenia A. born in 1870. Four years later,

Elijah's fourth child arrived. This one was a boy and they named him Ernest Bingham. He

was born May 2, 1874. The last child born to Elijah and Adaline was another boy,

Harold Riford, born September 7, 1882 in Middlebury, Vermont. [27]Elijah, twenty-nine,

was working in New Haven as a general retail merchant in 1870. He had a twenty-three

year old partner in the business named Darwin Hall from New York state. Together, they

ran a business valued at $4,600.00. Addie had a partner too. Betsey, Elijah's mother, lived

with them and assisted Adaline with maintaining the family home. Before 1880, the Birds

took their mercantile business to Middlebury, Vermont. Elijah continued to run a store

with the help of his nephew, Lucius O. Chapin, Adaline's sister, Ellen Lavina Bingham

Chapin's boy. Elijah's seventy-three year old mother still lived with the family. Elijah was

doing well enough at the retail merchant business to afford a house servant. She was

thirty-two year old Martha Daton. [28] In 1888, Elijah applied for a government pension.

He filed on May 5 and soon after, his application was granted. [29] 1890 and 1900 found

Elijah and family still residing in Middlebury. Their family had shrunk a bit. Mother Bird

(Bingham) no longer occupied a place at the family dinner table. Alice, their thirty-two

year old spinster daughter, who worked as a cashier in a local grocery store, and their

seventeen year old son, Harold R., remained permanent boarders. Elijah was retired and

enjoying his pension. [30]But he did not have much time to delight in it. On December 14,

1904 Elijah passed away from heart disease caused by rheumatism, a disease he probably

contracted while serving in the Ninth during the war. He was sixty-four years of age. [31]



After Elijah's death, Adaline moved to Spokane, Washington to live with her son, Ernest.

B. [32]She was sixty-eight and had only her widow's pension, which she had applied for in

March of 1905, to live on. [33] In 1920, she had moved in with her daughter, Eugenia, who

was married to Albert H. Sperry. Their Spokane home was filled with half-grown

grandchildren, four of them ranging in age from twenty-four to ten. There was also a

house servant, one Maria O Connor, twenty-three, to deal with. She, too, lived in the

home. [34]Adaline lived with her daughter and son-in-law on into the 1930's. [35]She died

at ninety-four in Washington on March 6, 1936. [36] Her remains were brought back to

Vermont so that she could be interred next to Elijah in Evergreen Cemetery.
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