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KATE CLIFFORD LARSON, PHD.
“HARRIET TUBMAN AND THE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD”
TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2011
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT
6-6:30 P.M. Social Hour
6:30-7:00 Buffet Dinner
7:00 - 7:15 Business Meeting
7:15 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, April. 11. Cost per person for the buffet dinner
is $17.50. For the meeting and program only, there is a
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for nonmembers. For reservations please contact Gail Blake at
802-296-2919 or e-mail her at auntis@comcast.net.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
HOT DISH - SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES

April 2011

KATE CLIFFORD LARSON, PHD.
Many of you will remember when Dr. Larson visited our
CWRT just a year ago last April and spoke about her book
The Assassin’s Accomplice: Mary Surratt and the Plot to
Kill Abraham Lincoln. She was such a fantastic speaker
that we asked to have her come back and speak about
another book she wrote, a 2003 biography of Harriet
Tubman, Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman,
Portrait of an American Hero.
Dr. Larson is an historian and author with degrees from
Simmons College and Northeastern University, and a
doctorate in history from the University of New Hampshire.
She specializes in 19th and 20th century U.S. Women’s and
African American History. She has been working as a
consultant and interpretive specialist for numerous
museum, community, and public history initiatives related
to Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad in
Maryland and New York, and also served as the consulting
historian for the National Park Service’s Harriet Tubman
Special Resource Study, resulting in the introduction of the
Harriet Tubman National Historical Park Act, now awaiting
approval in Congress. Dr. Larson has been a guest
instructor at numerous professional development
workshops for teachers, including National Endowment for
the Humanities and Teaching American History programs,
on the topics of American Slavery, the Underground
Railroad, Abolition, and Harriet Tubman. She teaches at
both Simmons College and Wheelock College in Boston.
Her Harriet Tubman book was one of the first non-juvenile
Tubman biographies published in six decades.
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April 14– Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH. Camp
Members, Junior Members, SUVCW Auxiliary Members,
and guests are welcome! For more information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic_blue.ht
ml

2011 Program Schedule
Program Chair: Peter Sinclair
May 10

TUESDAY EVENING
Barbara Watts – “Custer and the
Battle of Little Big Horn”

June 14

Alan Brunelle – NHCWRT –
“2nd NH Regiment in the Peach
Orchard”

April 18 – New Hampshire Civil War Round Table –
Scott Mingus, Historian/Author – “Louisiana
Tigers & the Gettysburg Campaign.” Check out
their web site for more information: www.cwrtnh.org

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings

April 30 – Civil War Research Workshop – Barre,
VT. The Vermont Historical Society is hosting a workshop
entitled “Preparing for the Sesquicentennial: Researching
the Civil War from a Vermont Perspective.” The full-day
workshop, to be held at the Vermont Historical Society, 60
Washington St., Barre, is intended for intermediate
researchers who are interested in learning more about the
research process and resources that are available for Civil
War research.
The workshop will feature presentations by VHS trustee
Grant Reynolds on Researching Your Town’s Civil War
History and by VHS volunteer and Civil War author Paul
Zeller on Research Beyond Vermont’s Borders. Tom
Ledoux, webmaster of the Vermont in the Civil War website,
will speak on Civil War Resources on the Web.
The second half of the workshop will include sessions on a
new online resource of digitized Civil War letters from the
collections o f the University of Vermont’s Department of
Special Collections and the Vermont Historical Society.
Representatives of those institutions will show participants
how to use the site and will talk about how to read Civil War
era handwriting. Also on tap will be a roundtable
discussion on traditional publishing of Civil War books.
A highlight of the afternoon will be the presentation of a
new book of George H. Houghton’s Civil War photographs,
A Very Fine Appearance, compiled by Don Wickman and
published by the VHS.
The day will conclude with a Civil War book exposition
where participants can talk informally with Zeller, Ledoux,
Wickman, and other authors about their research on
Vermont’s role in the Civil War.
Advance registration is required for the workshop, which
will include a light lunch; registration will be limited to the
first 50 registrants. The fee is $35 for Vermont Historical
Society members and $45 for non-members.
More information and a complete workshop agenda can be
found on the Vermont Historical Society website,
http://vermonthistory.org. Both online online and “mail
in” registration is available.

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/
April 6 – Montpelier, VT – The state capitol is being
readied for the Civil War Sesquicentennial with new exhibits
throughout the building. They will be unveiled the evening
of April 6.
Governor Peter Shumlin and other leaders will take part in a
brief reenactment commemorating Vermont’s April 23,
1861, special legislative session to respond to Lincoln’s
request for troops and funding.
Two new interpretive panels for the 10 foot by 20 foot
Julian Scott painting of the 1st Vermont Brigade at the Oct.
19, 1864 Battle of Cedar Creek will explain the battle and its
importance to Vermont veterans.
The legislature commissioned the painting in 1870. In the
corners of the frame the battles of Gettysburg, Petersburg,
Fredericksburg and the Wilderness are noted. Artist Julian
Scott was a drummer in the 3rd Vermont, enlisting on June
1, 1861, at age 15. He was awarded the medal of Honor for
rescuing wounded under enemy fire during the April 16,
1862, Battle of Lee’s Mills, Va.
(Thanks to Kay Jorgensen for sending this in.)
April 8 – Capital District (Albany) Civil War Round
Table – Maj. Joseph Scott of the United States
Military Academy at West Point will speak on the topic
of Lowe’s Balloons and their use during the Civil War.
Meeting is held at the Watervliet Senior Center. For more
information, check out their web site at:
www.AlbanyCivilWar.org

April 30 – “The Supreme Court Argument that
Saved the Union” – 7 p.m. – Kellogg-Hubbard
Library, Montpelier. President Lincoln justified the
Emancipation Proclamation as a “necessary measure,” but
was the Civil War, in point of law, a war? Former Vermont
Chief Justice Jeffrey Amestoy tells the thrilling story of
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Richard Henry Dana, Jr.’s oral argument before the Court in
the Prize Cases.”

Francis Owen, Arrangements Committee, 101 North Park
Place, Fair Haven, VT 05743 – pvtfowen@yahoo.com

May 4 – Abraham Lincoln, the Silent PresidentElect – Harold Holzer – 7 p.m. – Filene Auditorium,
Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH – Sponsored by
the Vermont Humanities Council and the History
Department. Our 16th President, widely acknowledged as

Jim Proctor, Arrangements Committee, 355 Drake Road,
Bomoseen, VT 05732 – civilproctor@comcast.net

Luther B. Ladd, the first soldier to be killed in
the Civil War, was born in Alexandria (pop.
1,329), New Hampshire in 1843. En route with
the Massachusetts 6th Infantry to
Washington, D.C., he was killed during an
outbreak of mob violence in Baltimore on
April 19, 1861.

one of the greatest orators ever to occupy the White House,
actually did and said next to nothing during the entire 1860
presidential campaign, and the dangerous interregnum that
followed until his March 1861 inauguration. Known as "The
Secession Winter,” the crisis of disunion elicited a remarkable
response from the onetime debater and stump speaker;
protracted, studied and meaningful silence. On the 150th
anniversary of Lincoln’s inauguration, Holzer examines this littleknown part of his legacy and examines the role it played in the
sectional crisis and the Civil War.

250th Timeline Event
Hartford, VT

May 15 – Department of New York of the Sons of
Union Veterans will commemorate the death of Col.
Elmer Ellsworth, the first Union officer killed in the
Civil War. Activities are being planned by the Col.
George L. Willard Camp No. 154, Albany, NY, SUV
and will include a re-enactment of his funeral at
Ellsworth monument and gravesite at Hudson View
Cemetery in Watervliet, NY from 9:00-12:30 P.M.
The CDCWRT will be participating and will sponsor
a 150th Commemorate Postal Cancellation. More
details on the Sesquicentennial web site:
http://www.nycivilwar150.org/events.html

Dear Fellow Reenactors:
I am Captain of Craigs’s Company, Continental Marines a
Revolutionary War reenactment unit, President of the
Living History Association and a Vietnam era reenactor.
The town of Hartford, Vermont in the White River Junction
area is celebrating it’s 250th anniversary and I have been
asked to put on a timeline event. The site is not big enough
to have whole units attend, so I am asking for only two or
three people from your unit to attend this event. I need
displays and people willing to talk to the public. The date for
the event is Memorial Day weekend - May 28 and 29, 2011. I
realize that some of you may have parades to attend, but am
hoping that you may have a couple of people who would be
willing to attend this timeline. Please let me know if you or
any of your people would be willing to attend, either by
email or phone (802-457-3790) and I will then send you
more information. tuckers@sover.net
Your obedient servant,
Leo R. Tucker

May 21 – Civil War Encampment – Rutland, VT –
SUV Ripley Camp #4
Ripley Camp #4
Date: February 15, 2011
This year is the start of the Sesquicentennial
anniversary of the American Civil War. The State Historical
Society and the Sesquicentennial Committee are planning
events for the next five years here in Vermont.
To start this project the Sons of Union Veterans of
the Civil War, Ripley Camp #4, of Rutland Vermont, is
sponsoring a re-enactment commemorating the musteringin ceremony of the 1st VT Volunteer Infantry. They were
mustered here in Rutland in May, 1861, for three month
service with the US forces to fight against the rebellion.
They saw combat at Big Bethel in Virginia.
We are looking for as many people as possible to
represent the troops and civilians of the period to send the
men off to war. The encampments will be Saturday, May 21,
2011, and open to the public from 10:00AM to 4:00PM at
Main Street Park, at the corner of route 4 and route 7, in
Rutland, Vermont. There will be camps set up, (military
and civilian), period medical corp., and artillery.
We would like you to join us to celebrate this
historic event. Come in period clothing to portray either the
troops or civilians. Also feel free to pass this information to
any whom you feel would be interested and able to attend.
Please RSVP to one of the addresses or E-mails
below before April 15, 2011. Contact the same with any
questions you may have.

GEN. WILLIAM WELLS DEAD.
HE DIES SUDDENLY WHILE ON A BUSINESS TRIP TO NEW-YORK.
Gen. William Wells, one of the best-known citizens
of Vermont, who was prominently spoken of last year as
likely to be the successor of Secretary of War Proctor in
President Harrison’s Cabinet, died suddenly yesterday
afternoon in a William Street business house.
He had come to this city, accompanied by Mrs.
Wells, on a business trip, and was staying at the Windsor
Hotel.
Ex-Senator Edmunds, an old friend of Gen. Wells,
took charge of the body and had it taken to an undertaker’s,
where, at Mr. Edmunds’s request, it was viewed by a
Coroner, who granted a permit for its removal out of town.
It is understood that Gen. Wells’s death was caused
by heart disease.
Gen. Wells was born in Waterbury, Vt., Dec. 14,
1837. He was educated in the academics of Vermont and
New-Hampshire, and on reaching manhood became a
merchant. In September, 1861, he enlisted in the First
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Vermont Cavalry, becoming First Lieutenant Oct. 14 and
Captain Nov. 18 of the same year.
Oct. 30, 1862, he was made Major and took part in
Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks’s Shenandoah campaign and Gen.
John Pope’s Virginia campaign, after which he served in the
Cavalry Corps of the Army of the Potomac. From August,
1864, to March, 1865, h3 served under Sheridan in the
Shenandoah Valley, after which he returned to the Army of
the Potomac.
He was made Colonel of his regiment June 4, 1864;
was brevetted Brigadier General of Volunteers Feb. 22,
1865, receiving his full commission May 14. He was
brevetted Major General March 30.
Gen. Wells commanded the Second Brigade of the
Third Cavalry Division in the Army of the Potomac, and for
some time was at the head of that division. After June,
1865, he commanded the First Separate Brigade of the
Second Army Corps at Fairfax Court House. He was
engaged in numerous battles and skirmishes, and was twice
wounded. On Jan. 15, 1866, he was mustered out.
Gen. Wells was in the Vermont Legislature from
1865 to 1866, served as Adjutant General and Inspector
General of the State from 1866 to 1872, then as Collector of
Internal Revenue until 1885, and as State Senator from
1886 to 1887.

Lee’s Mills on April 18, 1862 after the color bearer, Sgt. R. G.
Bellows, was mortally wounded. He received the Medal on
July 9, 1892, and is buried in Old Westminster Cemetery.
George White Hooker was born in 1838 and joined
the 4th VT Infantry in September 1861. According to “The
Annals of Brattleboro,” Colonel Hooker probably received
more wounds than any other Vermont officer in any section
except Colonel Edward C. Carter, and is said by his
comrades to have been one of the bravest soldiers that ever
lived.” He received his MOH for his gallant action at the
Battle of South Mountain. His citation reads: “Rode alone,
in advance of his regiment, into the enemy’s lines, and
before his own men came up received the surrender of the
major of a Confederate regiment, together with the colors
and 116 men.” At the Battle of Cold Harbor he was wounded
five times. His Medal was awarded to him on September 17,
1891. He died in 1901 and is buried in Prospect Hill
Cemetery, Brattleboro.
I will have printed copies of Steve’s talk available at
our RT meeting for those interested. If anyone wishes to
“share” this with others, please give Steve credit.
Whitney Maxfield read from Vol. I of Douglas
Southall Freeman’s Lee’s Lieutenants the following quote
from General Winfield Scott: “I am amazed that any man of
judgment should hope for the success of any cause in which
Jefferson Davis is a leader. There is contamination in his
touch. If secession was ‘the holiest cause that tongue or
sword of mortal ever lost or gained,’ he would ruin it! He
will bear a great deal of watching….He is not a cheap Judas.
I do not think he would have sold the Saviour for thirty
shillings, but for the successorship of Pontius Pilate he
would have betrayed Christ and the apostles and the whole
Christian Church.” Quite a quote!
Tom McKenna told us about the movie with Robert
Redford entitled “The Conspiracy” about the plot to
assassinate President Lincoln.
Our raffle was won by Brian Smith, Bob Coburn
who ended up passing three times, John Mudge, Jeanette
Cook, and one of our visitors and sister to Bob Coburn, Ruth
Perrinez, who passed twice. This was not an easy raffle!

(The above is from the New York Times, April 30, 1892.)

Minutes from our March Meeting
We had a small group for this meeting. Only 17 for
dinner and two just for our meeting.
Lew Gage was in charge and started off by
introducing our speaker and his program since there was a
birthday party starting in the other room at 1 p.m., and we
thought it was best to let our speaker go first.
Steve Seitz gave a short talk on the four Medal of
Honor recipients from Windham County, VT.
Franklin George Butterfield was born in 1842. He
joined the 6th VT Infantry in October of 1861 and fought
right through 1865. Butterfield’s bravery on the battlefield
was often mentioned in dispatches. He received his medal
for his “gallantry at Salem Heights” on May 4, 1891, 28
years to the day after Salem Heights. After the war, the
state Legislature appointed Butterfield to be judge advocate
general, and made him a brigadier. He died in 1916, and is
buried in Saxtons River Cemetery.
Charles Gilbert Gould was born in 1845. He
enlisted in the 11th VT Infantry in 1862. For his service at
the Battle of Petersburg, he received his MOH on July 30,
1890. His citation reads “Among the first to mount the
enemy’s works in the assault, he received a serious bayonet
wound in the face, was struck several times with clubbed
muskets, but bravely stood his ground, and with his sword
killed the man who bayoneted him.” He died in 1916 and is
buried in Windham Central Cemetery.
Edward A. Holton was also born in 1845. He
enlisted first in the 1st VT Infantry in May of 1861 to August
1861. He next enlisted in the 6th VT Infantry on August 28,
1861. He rescued the colors of the regiment at the Battle of

We’re on Facebook!
By Gail Blake
The RT now has a Facebook page. Our plan is to keep all
current meeting, activity, and trip information on the page,
along with contact information, photos, links, etc. If you are
a current Facebook user, you can search for Green
Mountain Civil War Roundtable and our page should pop
up. If you aren't a Facebook user but would like to be, it is
very easy to sign up online and you can edit all privacy
settings to your preference. Hoping that the page will find
some new members out there and serve as a good source of
information and links for us all.

Civil War News
For those who were unable to attend our March RT meeting,
we still have a few Civil War News and Artillery
Magazines that will be available at our April meeting,
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questions about whether or not your dues are paid, please email or
call Mary Davis (mary_davis01@comcast.net or 603-448-3472).

thanks to Kay Jorgensen, editor of the Civil War News. Not
only will new subscribers to the Civil War News get $10.00
off their subscription, but Civil War News will donate
$10.00 to our RT! I think it is particularly important to
subscribe during the Civil War Sesquicentennial as there’s
so much going on, you don’t want to miss anything!

Thank you for supporting your Roundtable.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2011— March 2012 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of
the Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:
Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail
address______________________________

The deadline for the May newsletter is April 25, 2010.

__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00
Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___
Dues are payable to: GMCWRT c/o Mary B. Davis, 54
Renihan Meadows, Lebanon, NH 03766.

VIDEOS/DVD’S
Just a reminder that we have Civil War videos/DVD’s at
most of our meetings for loan to our members. There’s no
charge for these. All we ask is that you try to bring them
back to our next meeting. Please see Alan Cheever at our
April meeting.

Don Troiani – First Manassas”

VERMONT IN THE CIVIL WAR
WEB SITE

Outside edge of the frame measures roughly
40” x 34.” The print is 24” x 30” and the
matte is 3.5” all around the print. Frame is
1.5” wide.

Hopefully we will be seeing green grass soon. Don’t forget
to check out cemeteries for Tom Ledoux’s web site when
you’re out and about. He’s always looking for burial sites of
Vermont soldiers in ANY state. Check out his web site at:

We are selling raffle tickets on the above print until
our June 2011 meeting. Tickets are $5.00 each or 6
for $25.00.

www.vermontcivilwar.org/

TIME TO RENEW YOUR ROUNDTABLE
MEMBERSHIP
Mary Davis, Membership Chairman

Tom is also posting Vermont in the Civil War
Sesquicentennial Events on his web site.
On April 15, 1861, U.S. government officials seize
seventeen ships in port of new York City for lack of
proper clearance papers.

If you have not already done so, it is time to renew your
membership for the year. Membership runs from March through
February. When completing the membership form, please
remember to include your email address. We are striving to send
as many newsletters as possible by email, as printing and mailing
costs consume a large portion of our treasury. Also, sending by
email helps us to be able to get additional information that may
come up between meetings to you quickly. If you have any

On April 18, 1861, Union troops abandon the U.S.
arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, as it is now in
enemy territory, but burn the place to the ground to
keep it from being of any use to the Confederates.
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On April 20, 1861, Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Lee
resigns his commission in the U.S. Army to follow
his home state of Virginia into the Confederacy.

Some Regiment Nicknames
2nd Wisconsin – “The Ragged Ass Second” – In the fall of
1861 they were still wearing their state militia gray uniforms
that they had been wearing out in “strategic” locations.

BRATTLEBORO CIVIL WAR HOSPITAL
At times there are certainly perks for being the newsletter
editor for this RT. I received the following e-mail message
recently:

The 2nd Wisconsin had been blooded veterans of Bull Run
and delighted in tormenting their “junior partners” with
tales of their initiation in battle, and enjoyed coming up
with nicknames that were a bit les than complimentary. In
revenge, members of the other regiments came up with
“Ragged Ass Second.”

“I have just finished working on 130 pages of information
about the Civil War hospital that was here in Brattleboro up
where the high school is now. The address is
http://www.brattleborohistory.com/war/civil-warhospital.html.”

6th Wisconsin – “Calico Boys” - They said it was because
their families sent them shirts from home. Actually, it’s a
term for a hick, someone who can’t afford a store-bought
shirt.

There are hundreds of soldiers’ names, their companies and
regiments, almost all from Vermont. Perhaps your round
table could find something useful?

7th Wisconsin – “Huckleberries” - They said it was
because of their fondness for cakes and pies, foraged,
liberated, or bought. But, it is also another term for a
“hick.”

Thomas St. John
Brattleboro

19th Indiana – “Swamp Hogs” – Many of them were pig
farmers. Plus, their camp was generally regarded as the
sloppiest, messiest in the Iron Brigade. Solomon Meredith,
their Colonel, was never really one for military spit-andpolish.

What a WONDERFUL web site! Huge amount of
information about this hospital. It is well worth the time to
look at it.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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