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PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR SOCIAL HOUR
WILL START AT 1 P.M.

ROBERT MAY

ROBERT MAY

“THE LEMON SLAVE LAW - 1859”
SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2012

THE SECOND DRED SCOTT DECISION:
THE LEMMON SLAVE CASE

HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT

1:00 P.M. Social Hour
1:30 Buffet Lunch
2:00-2:15 Business Meeting
2:30 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, April 13. Cost per person for the buffet lunch is
$17.50. For the meeting and program only, there is a
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for nonmembers. For reservations please contact Gail Blake at
802-296-2919 or e-mail her at auntis@comcast.net.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
HOT DISH - SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES

April 2012

During the famous Lincoln and Douglass debates of 1858,
Lincoln spoke of a second Dred Scott case. He accused
Douglas of “numbing the minds” of Americans towards a
possible reaction to a second Supreme Court decision
concerning slavery. The New York Republicans identified
this second case as the one involving the Lemmon Slaves. It
is in this “second” case that one can find the substance of
concern for Republicans like Lincoln.
However, within this national event is the story of Richard
Johnson and the Lemmon family. Richard was an escaped
slave, from Virginia, who migrated to the Cleveland area.
He helped his brothers and sister in the Lemmon trial and
in their migration to Canada. He fought in the Civil War as
a member of the 102nd USCT and later resided in Michigan
where he was a member of the GAR.
Mr. May’s presentation will focus on the research involved
with looking for the individuals’ stories as they relate to
national events.
Mr. May teaches high school for the Flint Community
Schools. He is a graduate of Oakland University where he
earned his B.A. in secondary education and his M.A. in
history. He is a two time Ashbrook Fellow, a two time
Gilder Lehrman Fellow, and a Horace Mann- Abraham
Lincoln Fellow. In 2004, he was awarded the Nancy Lyman
Roelker Mentorship Award from the American Historical
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Association. This award is only awarded to high school
educators once every three years.
In addition, he works on a casual basis for Educational
Testing Service, Michigan Department of Education, United
Stated Department of Education, The American Board for
Teacher Certification, and the International Baccalaureate
Organization.
His volunteer work has included serving on the boards and
committees of such organizations as the Michigan Council
for History Education, the National Council for Social
Studies, and The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, of
which he is currently serving as Camp Commander for Gov.
Crapo Camp #145, Department of Michigan.
During the past few years, Mr. May has spoken to groups
across the United States, Canada, and Europe. He has
presented topics on the Declaration of Independence,
Teaching Economics in the History Class, and his research
on “Lincoln’s Second Dred Scott Decision.” His audiences
have included the College Board’s AP Conference, several
state Councils for History Education, several state Councils
for Social Studies, Illinois History Conference, and Civil
War Round Tables.

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/
Vermont Civil War Hemlocks web site:
http://hemlocks.vermontcivilwar.org/index.html
April 4 – “Shouting the Battle Cry of Freedom” Farmer’s Night series program in the House
Chamber, Vermont State House, Montpelier. Civil
War music including soloists, Vermont
Philharmonic Chorus & Constitution Brass Quintet.
Exhibit in Cedar Creek Room. For information,
(802) 828-2231.

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:

(Above is from the April 2012 Civil War News.)
April 11– Northeast Kingdom Civil War Round
Table – Jim & Nancy Scherer – “Lincoln in Illinois.”
For information on where and time, please contact
Joan Huguenin at PoohBahToo@hotmail.com or
802-754-6402.

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

April 12. – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of
Union Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers
Memorial Building, North Park Street, Lebanon,
NH. Camp members, junior members, SUVCW
Auxiliary members, and guests are welcome! For
more information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic
_blue.html

2012 Program Schedule
Peter Sinclair, Program Chair
May 8:
Robert Bonner –"Alexander
Stephens, Raphael Semmes and the Confederacy's
Global Infamy"– (Tues. evening)

April 13 – NHCWRT – 6:45 p.m. – Epping Town
Hall, 157 Main Street, Epping, NH – “Richard
Johnson: ex-Slave, and Member of the U.S. Colored
Troops and G.A.R.” For more information, email
monocacyus@yahoo.com or check out their web
site at: www.cwrt-nh.org/

June 12:
Dick Simpson – "Celebrating the
150th anniversary of the Battle of Pea Ridge
Arkansas, March 1862". (Tues. evening)
September 11 Peter Sinclair – “Round Table Trip
to Antietam Battlefield”
October 9

OTHER CIVIL WAR EVENTS AROUND
VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE

Bill Hallett –
2013

Jan.

Robert Sullivan

Feb.

Steve Sotogreen

April 11 — George Houghton: Vermont's Civil War
Photographer. A hidden gem in Vermont's history is the
photographic work completed by Brattleboro photographer
George Houghton. He took poignant views of Vermont
soldiers in the field, camp, and at home. This program by
Donald Wickman will explain some of Houghton's life and
show a number of the images that brought the Civil War
back to Vermont via photography. Hosted by the Hartford
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Historical Society. Hartford, Greater Hartford United
Church of Christ, 1721 Maple Street, 7:00 pm. Mary
Nadeau, (802) 295-2123.

more than 1.5 million rifles in the span of about three years,
along with tens of thousands of pistols and carbines. The
majority of those weapons were made using machinery
designed and produced in Windsor. Arming the Union tells
the story of the men and machines that made possible the
production of guns on such a massive scale—the story of the
technological achievement that saved the Union.

Voices from the Front: New Hampshire and the
American Civil War (through December 31, 2012)
More than any other event, the Civil War defines 19thcentury America. Through photographs, diaries, letters, and
objects, the exhibition, Voices from the Front: New
Hampshire and the American Civil War, tells the
compelling stories of people forever changed by the conflict.

The two stories also overlap—and not simply because
Vermont soldiers, like everyone else in the Union Army,
carried weapons produced on Vermont-made machinery.
Half a dozen young men actually worked in the Windsor
armory before shouldering rifles and heading off to war.
Both exhibits are set inside the actual nineteenth-century
factory building where the gunmaking machinery was
perfected and built and where 50,000 Special Model
Springfield rifles were also produced.

Location: 6 Eagle Square, Concord, NH Hours: TuesdaySaturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 12 to 5 p.m. Also
open Monday 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. July 1-October 15 and in
December. Closed on federal holidays. Admission: $5.50
adults, $4.50 seniors, $3 children 6-18, $17 family
maximum, free for New Hampshire Historical Society
members. Contact: 603/228-6688

Together these two exhibitions present a view of Vermont’s
role in the Civil War as it has never been seen before: the
home front, the battlefield, and the powerful connections
between the two.

Wednesday, April 25, 7pm, Trinity Episcopal
Church hall, 120 Broad Street, Claremont,
NH; Steven Robert Closs, Merrimack, NH, author
of "Willing Sacrifice: Granite State Valor During
the American Civil War, 1861-1865," will speak; This is
the second program in a three-part series titled "Loyalty,
Sacrifice, Courage: Remembering the Civil War," cosponsored by the Claremont, NH Historical Society and the
Friends of the Fiske Free Library; free and open to the
public, Information: 603-542-7017

American Precision Museum, 196 Main Street, P.O. Box
679, Windsor, VT 05089
info@americanprecision.org 802-674-5781 –
www.americanprecision.org
Open daily 10-5. Admission is free on Sundays.

May 2 — Why Lincoln Matters: To Presidents, to
History, and to Us. Lincoln’s memory has been used,
boldly updated, and occasionally abused by those following
in his footsteps. Preeminent Lincoln historian Harold
Holzer considers how we see, appreciate, adopt, and
interpret Lincoln—and why he still very much matters.A
First Wednesdays lecture. Hosted by the Norwich
Public Library. Hanover, Dartmouth College, Filene
Auditorium, Moore Hall, 7:00 pm. Lucinda Walker,
(802) 649-1184.

What clash of at least one hundred thousand
men is often termed “the first great modern
battle”?

Memorial Day Weekend through October – The
Civil War Sesquicentennial at the American
Precision Museum – Full Duty: The Civil War
Collection of Howard Coffin presents the first-ever
exhibition from the private collection of Vermont’s foremost
Civil War historian. Featuring letters, diaries, photographs,
maps, paintings, and newspapers, along with weapons and
other military accoutrements, the exhibition explores the
day-to-day life of Vermont soldiers in camp and on the
battlefield. These artifacts and images explore how the
actions and decisions of ordinary people can have an
enormous impact on historic events.

Tunbridge, VT – The Vermont Historical Society returns to
the Tunbridge World’s Fairgrounds with the Vermont
History Expo on June 16 and 17, 2012. A unique country
history fair, the Vermont History Expo features workshops,
crafters, musicians, authors, local Vermont historical
societies and museums, reenactors, and many more
opportunities to step back in time. Now an every-other-year
event, and this year’s theme is Vermont in the Civil War.

Answer on Pg. 5
Vermont History Expo
"Vermont in the Civil War."

Tess Taylor, Director of Education and Public
Programming, says, “6,000 past participants can’t be
wrong! The History Expo is down-home fun whether you
are 8 or 88.” The Expo is a popular two-day event that
showcases stories and exhibits from our local Vermont
historical societies and museums. Added to that are
offerings from cultural heritage organizations, genealogy
and research organizations, experts on Vermont history
topics, heritage animals, fabulous food, 19th-century

Arming the Union uncovers the surprising influence of a
little-known Vermont factory. Operating out of the old
Robbins & Lawrence armory in Windsor, the machine tool
firm Lamson, Goodnow & Yale played a critical role in
outfitting the Union Army. Altogether, the North produced
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Recommended readings for this year’s trip are: Landscape
Turned Red, by Stephen Sears, Battle of South
Mountain, by John Hoptak, and any article(s) you can find
on Harpers Ferry, John Brown, the Kennedy Farm, etc.

children’s games, music, reenactments, a live country
auction, presentations and authors make this country fair
dedicated to our state’s heritage.
Half-price admission is offered for those in period dress as
well as special pricing for families. Advance discounted
tickets are available for Vermont Historical Society
members. Please contact Tess Taylor at (802) 479-8505 for
more information or look online
at www.vermonthistory.org/expo.

A $75 per person deposit is required; deposit is 50%
refundable if you cancel, 100% refundable if the trip is
cancelled. Checks should be made payable to the Green
Mountain Civil War Roundtable and mailed to: Gail Blake,
55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001. If you have any
questions or suggestions please contact Gail at
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.

The Vermont Historical Society is a nonprofit organization
that operates the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier,
the Leahy Library in Barre, and programming throughout
the state. Established in 1838, its purpose is to reach a
broad audience through outstanding collections and
statewide outreach. The Vermont Historical Society believes
that an understanding of the past changes lives and builds
better communities. Visit the Society’s website
at www.vermonthistory.org.

All are welcome, regardless of level of knowledge, so please
tell all of your friends, we welcome and enjoy making new
friends!

And, if you’re going on this trip, you might
want to borrow some of the Antietam DVD’s
we have:
#3 Antietam The Rebel's Strike North
#19 Civil War Battlefields
#41 Battle of Antietam by D. Scott Hartwig, Episode 3 in
#66 the Civil War by Ken Burns.

Alan Cheever will have these available at our April
meeting.

2012
GREEN MOUNTAIN CIVIL WAR
ROUNDTABLE
BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY
MAY 10 – 14, 2012

2012 GMCWRT SURVEY
It is survey time again! Your Executive Committee truly
appreciates all feedback from our membership and it is vital
in helping to plan the future of our Roundtable. Surveys
will be available at our April and May meetings. Please take
the time to fill one out and return it to the "survey box" that
will be available at the front table. If you are unable to
attend one of our spring meetings, please contact
Ginny Gage and she will email or snail mail a copy to you.
No need to sign your name; all responses are considered
anonymous, so feel free to give honest answers and
opinions. Thanks very much for help!

Join us as we explore the history of Harpers Ferry WV and
the battlefields of South Mountain and Antietam. Our guide
will be T. Jeff Driscoll; Jeff is currently working as a guide
at Harpers Ferry and has also worked at Gettysburg and
Antietam National Battlefield Parks. In Harpers Ferry we
will visit Bolivar Heights, the Chambers/ Murphy Farm and
will learn the history of Harpers Ferry from “soup to nuts!”
Our visit to South Mountain will take us to Turner’s Gap,
Fox’s Gap, Crampton’s Gap, Burkittsville, and Turner’s
Gap. Our time in Antietam will include stops at Burnside’s
Bridge, the Pry House, and the National Cemetery. Other
highlights of the tour will include dinner entertainment by
living historian Rick Garland, a trip the Kennedy Farm, and
more.

St. Albans Messenger
April 17, 1862
COLONEL HOLLIDAY.--A correspondent of the
New York World writes as follows concerning Col. Holliday
of the Vt. Cavalry Regiment, whose death by suicide was
announced in the MESSENGER of last week:
he was born in central New York, was graduated at West
Point in 1851, when he took a high position, and those who
knew him bear warm testimony to his excellent qualities as
a man and as a soldier. He was thirty-five years of age, and
gave promise of prominence and usefulness.--So short a
time connected with the First Vermont Cavalry, he had
gained a firm hold upon the hearts of officers and soldiers,
and was held in universal regard and respect of the whole
regiment, who mourn the loss of a man whose lace they fear
will not be easily filled. This is particularly felt by them
now, that they are just on the eve of action.

The cost of the trip will be in the range of $525 per person,
based on double occupancy. Single rooms will be available
at an additional cost. Pricing is based on thirty people, so
the final cost will be adjusted accordingly. Included in the
trip cost is RT motorcoach transportation via Premier Coach
from WRJct VT, four nights lodging at the Ramada Plaza in
Hagerstown MD, breakfast each day, three lunches, three
dinners, all guide and admission fees, driver gratuity,
information packet, on board refreshments and more. I am
considering adding an optional, oar assisted rafting trip to
our Harpers Ferry visit, if we have enough folks interested I
will gladly make arrangements with the rafting company,
the price for that will be about $50 per person.
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St. Albans Messenger
April 17, 1862
THE EIGHT VT. REGIMENT. The Green Mountain
Freeman says that letters have been received in Montpelier
from officers on board the James Hovey, one of the vessels
transporting the 8th Regiment to Ship Island, dated the 31st
of March, and mailed at Key West, of which place they were
written. The portion of the regiment on board the James
Hovey were getting along well, though they had experienced
some rough weather. Only ten were sick, none of them
dangerously, and all but three were on deck the morning of
the 31st. The weather was pleasant and the sea smooth.
The mercury was about 90 degrees above zero in the shade,
and woolen goods were at a discount. The Wallace, which
carries four companies and a battery belonging to the
Regiment, had not been in company with the James Hovey
for some days, though a vessel supposed to be her was in
sight that day. They expected to reach Ship island in about
ten days.

Dave Nelson, a member of the NH Sons of Union Veterans,
the 5th NH Re-enacters, and Chairman of the NH Battle
Flag Preservation Society (NHBFPS), spoke to the Civil War
Round Table of NH at a meeting in the Epping Town Hall in
Epping, NH, Friday evening, March 16, 2012. During the
Civil War, NH sent 21 regiments (infantry, cavalry, light and
heavy artillery, and sharpshooters) comprised of 36,000
men in response to President Lincoln's call for men to help
preserve the Union. Each NH regiment going into battle
carried two flags: National Colors and a Regimental
Banner. The flags served as a guide and rallying point in the
smoke and heat of battle. As such, the flags were precious
to the men, fiercely protected, and defended with their lives.
It was an honor to carry one. After the Confederate
surrender, the regiments returned home and presented the
tattered, blood-stained flags to the State House in Concord.
The flags remain there on display today in glass cases, but
over time have seriously deteriorated and are in great need
of restoration and preservation. The NHBFPS is developing
a conservation plan and attempting to raise $250,000 to
start the preservation process. Seen above looking at a
replica of the 5th NH Regimental Banner are Nancy Miville,
member of the Green Mountain Civil War Roundtable and
Claremont History Museum; and Dave Nelson.
Photo by Ed Miville.

“Ball’s Bluff: A Reverie”
Fifteen years after he would become immortalized for
writing "Moby Dick," Herman Melville wrote a poem about
Ball's Bluff, little known but very poignant. Melville never
knew of his fame, and died believing he was a failure.
One noonday, at my window in the town,
I saw a sight -- saddest that eyes can see -Young soldiers marching lustily
Unto the wars,
With fifes, and flags in mottoed pageantry;
While all the porches, walks, and doors
Were rich with ladies cheering royally.
They moved like Juny morning on the wave,
Their hearts were fresh as clover in its prime
(It was the breezy summer time),
Life throbbed so strong,
How should they dream that Death in rosy clime
Would come to thin their shining throng?
Youth feels immortal, like the gods sublime.

Welcome to our New Members!

Weeks passed; and at my window, leaving bed,
By nights I mused, of easeful sleep bereft,
On those brave boys (Ah War! thy theft);
Some marching feet
Found pause at last by cliffs Potomac cleft;
Wakeful I mused, while in the street
Far footfalls died away till none were left.

Three new members have joined our RT: Margaret
Moore from Hanover, NH, Ruth Perrinez from
Etna, NH, and David Walden from Atlanta, Georgia.
Let’s make them feel welcome at our meetings!

(Thanks to Peter Sinclair for sending this in.)

We sold about 46 raffle tickets and had 24 people for lunch
and 3 for just the program.

Answer to the Trivia Question: The Battle of
Shiloh, fought April 6-7, 1862

Peter Sinclair who declined, Whitney Maxfield, Tony Gow,
Nancy Miville, Don Streeter, Dave Curtin, John Mudge,
Brian Smith and Bob Coburn.

Raffle Winners
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Our March speaker, Tom Ledoux, declined any
remuneration. Instead, we donated $100.00 in his name to
the Civil War Trust. Thank you, Tom!

It is now believed that it embraced the destruction of the
Vice President and cabinet; two men came to Fowlers that
night and enquired for me and upon being told that the
family were gone and that I had gone to a Hotel, but Mr.
Fowler did not know where, they were quite incredulous
and went away: a Man was heard by Speed walking on his
back porch and one was found at Stantons hid behind a tree
box who run away. A person took cover at the Kirkwood
House where the Vice President was staying and the next
morning there was found on his lawn a coat in which was a
pistol, ammunition, etc., and between the bed a huge bowie
knife. In the pocket of the coat was found the handkerchief
of Booth and his bank book and he sent a card to Govn
Johnson that day with note upon it saying he did not wish to
disturb him but merely desired to know if he was in his
room – So I think there is no doubt of their intents. There
were six of the assasins, they all drank together on that
evening at a coffee house opposite Ford Theatre and
separated for their work. Five of their names are known,
and they will probably be arrested and brought to justice. It
is thought they have escaped into Maryland. The deeds at
Sewards were if possible the most diabolical of all. Poor
Fred! I telegraphed you yesterday he was dead, that was an
error, he is still alive but insensible without scarse a hope
that he will recover.

Generals Born in April
Leonidas Polk, April 10, 1806
Ulysses S. Grant – April 27, 1822
Two Generals born in Vermont:
John C. Caldwell – April 17, 1833
Charles Edward Hovey – April 26, 1827
March 31, 1893
GENERAL HIRAM BERDAN DEAD
The Inventor of the Long-Range Rifle Expires Suddenly.
General Hiram Berdan, inventor of the famous Berdan longrange powder torpedoes and rifle, died suddenly at the
Metropolitan Club house, Washington, D.C., while engaged
in a game of chess with Admiral Crosby. He had been
suffering with angina pectoris. General Berdan was born at
Plymouth, Mich., about 1823. He was Colonel of the First
United States Sharpshooters on November 30, 1861, and
was breveted Brigadier General of Volunteers for gallant
and meritorious services in the battle of Chancellorsville,
and Major General of Volunteers for bravery at the battle of
Gettysburg. General Berdan was for several years in Russia,
and because of his services to that Government was
awarded a considerable sum of money. He entered into
contracts with Russia for furnishing the Czar's army with
large supplies of the celebrated rifle bearing his name.

I had gone out that evening to dine with Bridgeland
and several friends on C Street and did not return to the
Hotel till 10 oclock, after conversing with Canada a few
minutes Perry Fuller came in and we went into the sitting
room which was then dark and conversed some time when I
heard some confusion in the passage and upon going out
was informed that the President had been shot at the
theatre and that the throat of Mr. Seward had been cut. I
was incredulous but I thought I would go and see. I soon
found from the conversation on the street that it was too
true. I found the President in a house opposite the theatre
into which with some difficulty I was permitted to enter. He
was upon a bed in a low back room with a shed roof scarcely
large enough to admit twenty persons. I heard his thick
heavy breathing as soon as I entered the outside door and
when approaching the room I found Stanton McCullough
and Mr. Welles with the Surgeons four or five in number.
Oglesby and Farnsworth of Illinois were there John Hay and
four or five others Sumner and Colfax with the number.
Soon Mrs. Lincoln came in and the scene that then occurred
beggars description. She implored him to speak to her said
she did not want to go to the theatre that night but that he
thought he must go because people would expect him as he
had been so extensively advertised (which it appears the
villains had done) She called for little Tad said she knew he
would speak to him because he loved him so well, and after
indulging in dreadful incoherences for some time was finally
persuaded to leave the room. This was repeated on three or
four occasions before he died which was 22 minutes after
seven oclock the next morning he never opened his eyes or
spoke a word but remained wholly insensible. His breathing
was deep almost a snore till toward the last it was almost a
moan. After his death he was removed to the White House
from whence his funeral will take place on Wednesday. I
have now given you some faint idea of the scenes we have

Letter on Lincoln’s Assassination
Washington April 16 1865.
My dear Wife,
The papers have given you full accounts of the
diabolical deed lately transacted here, but as you will be
anxious doubtless to hear from me personally, I hastily
write you a word. On the day of the assassination of the
President we had all been with him and Genl Grant at a long
cabinet meeting commensing at 11 oclock, the meeting was
entirely harmonious, and the president never appeared in
better advantage, he was inspired with the hope that the war
and strife was nearly over, and the meeting was assembled
to consider of ways and means to restore to the troubled
states government and security. He was full of charity to all
and only thought of dealing with those who had led the
people into rebellion. Among the last acts of his life before
he left the chamber never to return, was to advise Stanton to
book an order of his for the arrest of Jacob Thompson and
Beverly Tucker if they should appear at Portland Maine to
take vessel for Europe. You know his goodness was too
good. It is now probable that the conspiracy for his
assassination was organized in Canada by these same Men.
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passed since you left and will only add for your comfort that
we have met Gov. Johnson twice since he took the oath of
office. He is not exalted but subdued and I have every
reason to hope that his administration will be successful. In
the Murder of Lincoln the rebels have killed their best
friend, they may expect in the President rigid enforcement
of the law and the leaders but little mercy.

NEW YORK, April 30.—Gen. William Wells, exCollector of Customs for Vermont, and one of the most
prominent business men of Burlington, died here very
suddenly, of angina pectoris, at three o’clock yesterday
afternoon. He was in attendance on the annual meeting of
the Sons of the American Revolution. He left home some
two weeks ago with Mrs. Wells, who was under medical
treatment here, and was at that time in his usual health.
Gen. Wells was stopping at the Windsor hotel, but went
down town yesterday afternoon on a business errand, and
dropped dead on Williams street.
[Special from Burlington.]
LATER—BURLINGTON, Vt., April 30, (12:30 p.m.)—The
first news of the death of General Wells was a telegram from
Mrs. Wells to Fred Wells, asking his immediate presence in
New York, but giving no particulars. Later, his son, who
returned from Montreal on the evening train, received a
dispatch announcing his death. General Wells attended the
laying of the corner stone of the Grant monument, and was
apparently well then. Arrangements have been made for a
special Wagner car leaving New York this evening with the
remains of General Wells, accompanied by his family, to
arrive in Burlington to-morrow (Sunday) morning.

I trust you and all arrive safely at home and my
anxiety is great to be with you and away from these horrid
scenes.
Advise and believe me ever
truly and sincerely yours
J P Usher
From archives of Kansas State Historical Society
Usher, John Palmer 1816-1889
KSHS Microfilm MS 1127-MS 1129
Description: 3 microfilm reels
Note: John Palmer Usher lived in Lawrence, Kan; was an
attorney, Railroad official, entrepreneur, and the chief
counsel for the Union Pacific Railroad from 1865 to 1889

William Wells was born in Waterbury, Vt.,
December 11, 1837, and was, therefore, in his fifty-fifth year.
Up to the age of 19 his education was obtained in
the common schools of his neighborhood, in the Barre
Academy and in the Kimball Union Academy, at Meriden,
N.H. He then began his business career as clerk in his
father’s dry-goods store at Waterbury, and afterward, until
the early part of 1861 carried on the business of his father’s
flouring mill at that place.
Succeeding this he emigrated to Cleveland, Ohio,
but did not remain there long, returning that same year to
his home, only to enlist in the service of his country at the
outbreak of the Civil War.
Having assisted in the raising of Co. C, 1st Vt.
Cavalry, he was chosen and commissioned its First
Lieutenant, and promoted to the Captaincy November 18,
1861. In the latter office, he left for active service at the
front.
Frequent promotion was the reward for his
efficiency and gallantry, and passing through the various
grades, he attained the rank of Major, October 30, 1862. He
was commissioned Colonel, June 4, 1864, on the
recommendation of all the regimental officers.
Slight wounds received on two different occasions
were his fortunes in the perils of war. The first of these was
received at the battle of Hagerstown, Md., July 6, 1863, and
the other at the battle of Culpepper Court House, Va.,
September 13, 1863.
The remains of Gen. Wells laid at the undertakers
last night and this morning they were placed in a casket and
conveyed to the Grand Central depot from whence they will
be taken to Burlington on the night express. General Wells
was a delegate from the Vermont Society Sons of the
American Revolution which is in session here to-day and
would have been present had he survived.

Summary: Papers of the man who became Lincoln’s
Secretary of the Interior. Microfilm.
Topeka, Kan.: Kansas State Historical Society, 19 uu. 3
microfilm reels 35mm
Rolls MS 1127-MS 1129 (Lab nos. 22527-22529; Job Order
No. 1585)
Source of acquisition unknown
(Thanks to Sue Sellew Stacy for sending this along.)

Treasurer’s Report
Gail Blake
Beginning Balance: $2448.49
Expenses:
Lunch: $420.00
Newsletter and Stamps: $37.84
Speaker Expenses: $17.50
Donation to CWRT in Tom Ledoux’s name: $100.00
Deposit (including lunch, raffle, and memberships):
$727.50
Balance: $2,600.65

Gen. Wells Dead.
The Brilliant Soldier and able Business Man
Suddenly Goes to His Last Long Home.
He Died Friday afternoon in New York City.
(Excerpts from the St. Albans Daily Messenger
dated April 30, 1892)
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR ROUNDTABLE
MEMBERSHIP

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2012— March 2013 Membership Rates

REMINDER: If you have not renewed your
membership in GMCWRT now is the time. 2011
membership ended in February. March 2012
was renewal time. Receiving the newsletter is a
perk of membership. In order to continue
receiving the newsletter, PLEASE renew your
membership at the next meeting or by mail.
Thank you. Nancy Miville,
Membership Coordinator .

Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________
Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail address:______________________
__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

If you have any questions about whether or not your dues
are paid, please email Nancy:
nancywhittingham@hotmail.com

Is this a

The first person generally recognized as a
double agent, working for both the North and
South, was Timothy Webster, a Union spy. He
was arrested in Richmond and sentenced to
death by hanging in April 1862.

new membership ___
renewal ___

Dues are payable to: GMCWRT, P.O. Box 982, White River
Junction, VT 05001

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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