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Fighting the Civil War: Historical Treasures
of the Conflict in the Collection of the National
Civil War Museum

WAYNE E. MOTTS
“FIGHTING THE CIVIL WAR:
HISTORICAL TREASURES OF THE CONFLICT
IN THE COLLECTION OF THE NATIONAL
CIVIL WAR MUSEUM”
SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 2014
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT
12 Noon Social Hour
12:30 Buffet Lunch
1:00-1:15 Business Meeting
1:15 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, April 11. Cost per person for the meal is
$16.75. For the meeting and program only, there is a
$4.00 charge for members and $6.00 charge for
non-members. For reservations please contact Gail
Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
COLD SALAD/SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES
April 2014

Opened in 2001, The National Civil War
Museum in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania is the largest
museum in the country dedicated to telling the
complete story of the war from the viewpoint of both
sides. The museum holds more than 4,000 three
dimensional artifacts and over 21,000 archival items
including manuscripts, diaries, letters, photographic
images, newspapers, and correspondence dating from
1861-1865. Join the museum’s new CEO Wayne Motts
on a journey of the history of the war illustrated by
some of the nations’ rarest surviving Civil War
artifacts in the museum’s collection.
Wayne E. Motts- holds two degrees in history and has
been a licensed battlefield guide at the Gettysburg
National Military Park for twenty-six years. He was
the curator of the Cumberland County Historical
Society in Carlisle, Pennsylvania from 2002-2004 and
the artifact collections manger at the Adams County
Historical in Gettysburg from 2004-2005. In 2005 he
was named executive director of the Society, a position
he held for seven years. He became the CEO of The
National Civil War Museum
(www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org) in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania in the spring of 2012.
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was created by the National Endowment for the
Humanities.
Books in the series will be available though the library and
include March by Geraldine Brooks, Crossroads of
Freedom, Antietam by James McPherson, and America's
War: Talking About the Civil War and Emancipation on
Their 150th Anniversaries, edited by Edward L Ayers.
Making Sense of the Civil War is funded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities as part of its We the People
Initiative, which promotes scholarship, teaching, and
learning about American history and culture. Additional
funding is provided by the New Hampshire Abraham
Lincoln Bicentennial Commission and the New Hampshire
Charitable Foundation.
The series will begin on Wednesday, February 5 and will
continue on February 19, March 5 and 19, and April 2.
Suzanne Brown, Dartmouth College, will facilitate the
discussions, which will take place at 6 p.m. Books will be
available to borrow from the Lebanon Public Library. Space
is limited and preregistration is required.

Wayne Motts

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:

Register by calling Amy Lappin at 448-2459.
Free & Safe By appointment and mid-May - late
October, daily - A VERMONT SESQUICENTENIAL
Top 10 Exhibit

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

Free & Safe is a new exhibit at Rokeby Museum, a National
Historic Landmark and Underground Railroad site
described as “unrivaled” by the National Park Service.
The provocative exhibit Free and Safe introduces Simon
and Jesse – two fugitives from slavery who were sheltered at
Rokeby in the 1830s. The exhibit traces their stories from
slavery to freedom, introduces the abolitionist Robinson
family who called Rokeby home for nearly 200 years, and
explores the turbulent decades leading up to the Civil War.
Once a thriving Merino sheep farm, Rokeby retains eight
historic farm buildings filled with agricultural artifacts
along with old wells, stone walls, and fields. Acres of
pastoral landscape invite a leisurely stroll or a hike up the
trail. Picnic tables accommodate lunch outdoors.
Rokeby Museum, 4334 Rte. 7, Ferrisburgh,VT
(802)877-3406 www.rokeby.org

2014 Program Schedule
May 13 – Tuesday evening – Professor Leslie Butler
- “Lincoln as Communicator-in-Chief.”
June 10 - Dr. Carrie Brown, “Arming the Union:
Vermont Gunmakers and the Technology that
Shaped America”

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/

The Vermont Heritage Galleries include Service &
Sacrifice, which is now featuring the Andrus panoramic
battle scenes, Houghton’s photographs, and the State of
Vermont Civil War flags. Learn more about Vermont
citizens’ service and sacrifice during the War Between the
States. Admission covers all three galleries and entrance to
the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier.
Vermont History Center, 60 Washington Street,
Barre, VT Open Mon-Fri, noon to 4:00 pm (802)
479-8519 www.vermonthistory.org

Making Sense of the Civil War series in
Lebanon, NH
The Lebanon Public Library will host a book discussion
series on the lasting historical, social and cultural impacts of
the Civil War. The series, Making Sense of the Civil War,

1864: Some Suffer So Much - January 13, 2014 –
December 2014 A VERMONT SESQUICENTENIAL
Top 10 Exhibit
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This is the 4th in a series of exhibits that examines
American's first private military college and its deep
connections to the Civil War. 1864: Some Suffer So Much
examines Norwich University alumni who served as military
surgeons, the history of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
from the Civil War to the present. The exhibit will also
present the stories of Norwich alumni who played a
significant role in the United States Colored Troops, African
American combat units that fought in the battles of 1864 as
well as Norwich University Corps of Cadets response to the
St Albans Raid in October 1864. Image: Medal of Honor
recipient, Edward B. Williston, and his horse, ‘Pony,’
Norwich University Archives. Sullivan Museum &
History Center, Norwich University, 158 Harmon
Dr, Northfield, Vermont (802)485-2183
http://www.norwich.edu/museum/

http://www.vermonthumanities.org/WhatWeDo/C
ivilWarat150Years/CivilWarBookofDays/tabid/226
/Default.aspx

WORLD WAR I GROUP
Four people have started to meet monthly since this year is
the centenary of the start of the war. We will cover topics in
chronological order. At the moment, we are meeting on the
4th Monday at 1 pm in the Cafe next to the Coolidge, but
this may change. If you want to come or want more
information, contact Peter Sinclair [802 5843280]or David
Curtin [802 6332536].

2014 GMCWRT JOURNEY TO THE
WILDERNESS
May 1-5, 2014

April 2 - 12 P.M. Sullivan Museum & History
Center, Norwich University Campus – Sharon
Richie, MSN, PhD. Director of Nursing will present “The
Other Invisible Wounds of War," The other PTSDs:
Compassion Fatigue and Military Sexual Trauma.
A light lunch will be served. Free and open to the public.
For more information:
http://academics.norwich.edu/museum/events/

We still have space for a few more hardy folks to join us on
our 2014 Battlefield Journey. This year we will visit the
Wilderness Battlefield, historic Fredericksburg VA, the
White Oak Museum, Jefferson's Monticello, and attend the
150th Reenactment of the Battle of the Wilderness. We
have some other plans in the works but they have not been
finalized yet, so I will keep them under wraps for the
moment. There will be many free tours available from the
National Park Service and other organizations during our
visit and I will provide details on those when they become
available. Cost per person, based on double occupancy, will
be $610, for those desiring single accommodations there
will be an extra $185 charge. Pricing includes deluxe RT
motorcoach transportation from WRJct, four nights lodging
at the Whytestone Suites in Fredericksburg, breakfast each
day, two lunches, four dinners, all guide and admission fees,
on board refreshments, driver gratuity, information packet,
and more. Final payment will be due on April
16th. Questions, comments? email Gail at
auntis@comcast.net or call 802-296-2919.
Hope you will join us!

April 8 — Edward Everett: The Other Speaker at
Gettysburg. Had you stopped President Lincoln on his
way to Ford’s Theater and asked, “Who delivered the
Gettysburg Address?” Lincoln would have honestly replied:
“Why, the Honorable Edward Everett from Massachusetts.”
Jim Cooke, in the character of Edward Everett, offers a
unique view of the events surrounding the consecration of
the National Cemetery at Gettysburg. Recalling his
invitation to speak, the painstaking research that went into
his Gettysburg Address and his tour of the battlefields,
Everett recounts his time with President Lincoln on that
momentous occasion. Hosted by the Thompson Senior
Center. Woodstock, Thompson Senior Center, 99
Senior Ln, 1:00 pm. Pam Butler, (802) 457-3277.
NHCWRT - April 11–Wayne Motts - for more
information check out their web site:
http://www.cwrt-nh.org

Civil War Lover’s Guide to New York City
By Bill Morgan, published by Savas Beatie, 2013
Book Review by John Mudge

April 16 — The War before the War: Radical
Abolition in Antebellum America. A new wave of
antislavery thinking swept the country in the 1830s as some
churches demanded immediate emancipation of slaves and
equal rights for free blacks. In this illustrated lecture,
Rokeby Museum Director Jane Williamson presents the
philosophies, strategies, and tactics of these abolitionists,
compares their efforts with those of earlier abolitionists,
and explores their impact on American society. Hosted by
the Northeast Kingdom Civil War Roundtable.
Newport Country Club Restaurant, 590 Mount
Vernon St, 7:00 pm. Tyler Alexander, (802) 881-2568.

Few people would think of New York City as a place to go in
order to visit historical Civil War related sites. Gettysburg,
Antietam, and many sites in any of the Confederate states
are all places that you might visit if interested in the Civil
War, but certainly New York does not come to mind as a
destination place for students of the Civil War. During the
many years that Bill Morgan lived in New York, he studied
and visited many sites in the “Big Apple” that relate to the
war. There are obvious sites such as The Cooper Union,
Grant’s Tomb (in Manhattan), the Ulysses Grant Statue (in
Brooklyn), the General William Sherman Monument at
Central Park, and the building that housed Mathew Brady’s
studio just to name a few. Then there are less obvious sites
such as The Hotel Gerard in Manhattan which was one of
several hotels where Varina Davis lived during the period

Civil War Book of Days
Weekly E-mails Marking What Happened Each
Week in the Civil War
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that she worked for Joseph Pulitzer’s newspaper, the New
York World following the death of her husband, Jefferson
Davis. (Varina’s move to New York was not popular in the
south.) Perhaps one of the least obvious Civil War related
statues is that of William Shakespeare in Central Park. The
November 1864 performance of Julius Ceasar to raise funds
to pay for that statue included the three actor brothers,
Edwin, Junius, and John Wilkes Booth. The nearly 200
pages of this book are fully illustrated with all of the sites
located in all five boroughs and on some of the surrounding
islands. The text is filled with anecdotes and much
historical information that makes the book fun to read. If
ever visiting New York, it might take a while to visit all of
these sites, but it would be fun to visit some of them.

Dr. Sodergren covered several aspects of the
Overland Campaign in this talk, too many to adequately
cover in this brief summary. However, in keeping with his
general theme of suffering and misery and its psychological
effects on the soldiers, he did talk about the aftermath of
battle and or the war. In his research he read over 200
letters and accounts of many soldiers and their experiences
of this 1864 time period, most from the point of view of the
Union soldiers. His findings were varied, depending on
when the memoirs or accounts were written after the war.
He found that if the writing was relatively fresh they tended
to be graphic and somewhat gory, many apparently wanting
to get the horrible details “off their chest.” If written much
later, e.g. 20 years or more, the accounts tended to be more
of accomplishment and glory of the mission with little detail
as to horror. He found that many soldiers at first did not
want to talk about what they had witnessed, just as today's
soldiers experience. When time had passed and there was
some need to tell of their 'exploits,' they tended to be an
overview of events with little to no detail.
Carolyn and I found the talk very interesting and
enlightening. Books I have read on this time period
definitely tend to be without detail of the horrors and more
toward the general experiences of a given soldier.
There was a question and answer period with many great
questions and comments from the large attendance. We
toured the museum as well, and found it to be a well
organized and detailed portrayal of the 1864 campaign of
suffering. There was particular attention paid to the three
major hospitals erected in Vermont for soldiers to
recuperate. There was the Baxter General Hospital in
Burlington, the Smith General Hospital in Brattleboro, and
the Sloan General Hospital in Montpelier. It was found that
recuperation was vastly improved by transporting the
soldiers 'home' instead of languishing in field hospitals of
General Hospital's in Washington DC.
Dr. Sodergren is a very excellent and well prepared
presenter, and would be an asset to any RT program. He is
writing a book about this aspect of the American Civil War
which he hopes to publish in 2015.
(Thank you Don and Carolyn for the great summary.)

Norwich University – Northfield, VT
Presentation by Dr. Steven Sodergren,
Associate Professor of History at Norwich U.
Presentation in the Sullivan Museum and History
Center on campus of Norwich University
March 5, 2014 Noon
Submitted by Don Streeter GMCWRT member
Carolyn and I attended this talk. We have heard
Dr. Sodergren once before at the talk at the GMCWRT on
th
Feb. 8 in which he focused on the Vermont Brigade in the
Peninsula Campaign of 1862. Because of this excellently
prepared and delivered presentation, we wanted to see this
th

talk on March 5 which was focusing on the year 1864:
“Some Suffer So Much.” This is the title of the current year
long Sullivan Museum display focusing on the year 1864
th
and it's very bloody consequences, part of the 150
American Civil War remembrances from 2011 to 2015.
Dr. Sodergren's focus for this talk centered around the
Overland Campaign which took in the major battles of the
Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court House, North Anna River,
Cold Harbor, and Petersburg. When General U.S. Grant was
placed in charge of the Army of the Potomac (AOP) in 1864,
the tactics changed from fighting a battle with Lee and
retreat to continuously advancing; i.e., moving south toward
Richmond. The affect of this tactical change was to produce
very many casualties of killed and wounded and resulted in
significant psychological problems [which we now call
PTSD] which were not remotely understood then. Also
coupled with that were many more desertions and resulting
court marshals.
When Grant took over in the spring, the AOP was
120 thousand men strong, and by fall there were 54
thousand casualties (mostly wounded, many horrifically).
There was no respite as in the past 2+ years. The men were
reaching their limit on what they could take, and there was a
growing sense of fatalism of making it to the end of their
term of service. There was a 1 in 10 chance of living through
this period. Desertions were over 11 thousand in October
1864, self-wounding occurred in significant numbers. The
men were 'pushed' like never before and there was no
escape save by death or some less honorable method. The
glory and honor of this experience was not present as the
soldiers thought when they first enlisted.

Notes from our March RT Meeting
We had just 20 people for lunch and 8 folks for just the talk.
Lew Gage chaired the meeting. Peter Sinclair reminded
people about membership renewal and the possibility of
members sponsoring speakers to help our RT budget. If
anyone is interested in helping out, please contact Peter.
It was also brought up that next April marks the end of the
Civil War. Do we do something special that month? Have a
special meal at perhaps $35.00 per person? Have a special
speaker? If you have any thoughts, please direct them to the
Executive Committee.
Alan Brunelle gave a wonderful presentation on
“Barksdale’s Brigade at Gettysburg.” Good question and
answer period followed.
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Raffle winners were: Whitney Maxfield, Brian Smith, Bob
Curtin, Steve Floyd, Charlie Wilson, and John Mudge.

The Heavy Artillery at Fort Constitution, in
Portsmouth Harbor, are under orders for Washington. Gov.
Gilmore is directed to fill their place with the State Militia.
The officers of the volunteer forces of New
Hampshire reported, by order of Adj. Gen. Head, at the
capital to-day. All our military organizations were
represented, including the Governor’s Horse Guards, the
Amoskeag Veterans, the National Guards, the Granite State
Cadets, the Strafford Guards, the Lyndeborough Artillery,
and the Bedford Light Infantry, all of whom promptly
volunteered their services.
The battalion of Amoskeag Veterans of Manchester,
Col. Mowatt, and the Strafford Guards of Dover, Capt.
Littlefield, are under orders to report in the morning for
duty at Fort Constitution. The response for men is prompt
and patriotic. New Hampshire stands by the Government
and will do her whole duty.

April 22, 1864
Vermont Phoenix, Brattleboro, VT
SUMMARY OF NEWS.
About forty of the traitor rioters who fired upon
Union citizens in Coles County, Illinois have been arrested
and await their doom. Others have run away to avoid
punishment and will always be miserable wretches even if
they go unhanged.
Congress has passed a Resolution ordering an
immediate investigation of the massacre, and officers have
been appointed by the Secretary of War to look into the
matter. There is a strong feeling that retaliatory measures
should be resorted to to put an end to such murders as those
at Fort Pillow and Lawrence.—
The Eighth Vermont Regiment which has been in
the Southern Department under Gen. Banks have in part
enlisted and are at home on furlough. They passed through
this place on their way to Montpelier last Saturday. They
met a warm reception from the citizens of the Capital, were
treated to good fare for the appetite, and good speeches for
the intellect. They have a furlough for thirty days when they
are ordered to report to this station. There were between
three and four hundred that reenlisted and came home.
Capt. Laird, 4th Vermont regiment and Lt. Mattocks,
3d Vermont regiment, acting Commissary of Musters for the
2d division, 6th corps, have been cashiered and dismissed
from the service by sentence of court martial, the former for
selling liquor to privates, and the other for keeping half a
soldier’s bounty to pay for the trouble of getting it for him.
James Sweeney of Burlington, a private of Co. B,
17th Regiment, attempted to run the guard between 8 and 9
o’clock last night, and was bayoneted five times and so
dangerously wounded that he died in about five minutes.
Sweeney was quite intoxicated at the time, and had forced
one guard before he was tackled by the one who killed him.
The guard was a private in Co. E. A court of inquiry was
immediately ordered by Lt. Col. Commungs, but its result
had not transpired at a late hour last night. The affair is a
very unfortunate one, but as far as we can ascertain, no
blame can be attached to the guard, as he was simply
obeying orders.
Henry A. Luce, the guard who bayoneted and killed
James A. Sweeney of the 17th regiment, at Burlington on
Sunday evening last, as the latter was attempting to escape,
was acquitted by the Court of examination. The Court say
that they are of opinion that this is a case of justifiable
homicide, in this—that the accused acted in obedience to
orders.

April 30, 1864
Portsmouth Journal of Literature and Politics
HARBOR DEFENCE.
A special Dispatch from Concord to the Boston
Advertiser states that the two companies of heavy artillery
at Forts Constitution and McClary, Portsmouth harbor, are
ordered Southward. Governor Gilmore will immediately
replace them with two companies of State militia.
A conference of the officers of several militia
organizations was held at Concord on Tuesday, and the
services of their corps tendered to the Government. The
Amoskeag Veterans, of Manchester, and the Strafford
Guards, of Dover, have been ordered to report at Fort
Constitution on Wednesday.

New York Tribune
April 7, 1864
THE METROPOLITAN FAIR
IMMENSE THRONG OF VISITORS.
OPENING OF THE UNION-SQUARE
BUILDINGS.
INAUGURAL CEREMONIES
RECEIPTS OF YESTERDAY, $77,698.
Total Amount in Treasury, $400,000.
TREASURERS REPORT:
Starting Balance: $464.00
Newsletter Costs: $24.85
Candy: $6.00
Speaker Expenses: $16.75
Hotel Coolidge: $321.74
Deposits (dues, raffle, meals, donations) : $546.65
Cash on Hand: $600.00
Balance: Approximately $1,272.16

April 28, 1864
Farmer’s Cabinet
NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE MILITIA
VOLUNTEER
THEIR SERVICES FOR 100 DAYS.

(The above is approximate due to the fact that your editor
has the cash and your treasurer had the expenses and
checks.

CONCORD, N.H., April 26, 1864.
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR ROUNDTABLE
MEMBERSHIP

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2014 - March 2015 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________

If you have not already done so, it is time to renew your
membership for the year. Membership runs from March
through February. When completing the membership form,
please remember to include your email address. We are
striving to send as many newsletters as possible by email, as
printing and mailing costs consume a large portion of our
treasury. Also, sending by email helps us to be able to get
additional information that may come up between meetings
to you quickly.

Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail address:______________________
__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

Thank you for supporting your Roundtable.
As of this date, a large portion of our membership has
already paid their dues. Thank you!
(A big THANK YOU to Nancy Miville who was in charge of
our membership since November, 2011. We appreciate all
the time Nancy put into keeping our membership list in
order!)

Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___

PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER
JCT., VT 05001.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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