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          JERE DANIELL, PhD 

“UPPER VALLEY TOWNS DURING        

THE CIVIL WAR” 

SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 2015 

12 P.M. 

HOTEL COOLIDGE 

WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 
MAKE YOUR OWN SANDWICH BUFFET 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

TOSSED SALAD/HOT SOUP 
COFFEE/TEA/PUNCH 

DESSERT 
 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, April 10. Cost per person for the meal is 
$17.25. For the meeting and program only, there is a 
$4.00 charge for members and $6.00 charge for 
non-members. For reservations please contact Gail 
Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
 

Jere Daniell 

Professor Daniell will speak about Upper Valley Towns 
During the Civil War: the role of towns in mobilization, 
aid to those who did the fighting, funding of substitutes for 
those who were drafted but didn't want to serve, celebration 

of events like Appomattox, and memorializing the war once 
it was over. 

A retired Dartmouth College history professor, Jere Daniell 
taught courses on Colonial America, the American 
Revolution, the History of New England, and the New 
England Town. Daniell’s scholarship - he’s published four 
books and has lectured in about three quarters of the New 
Hampshire’s 235 towns and cities, frequently on the history 
of the community where he’s speaking. Daniell’s formal 
education reflects his regionalism. He graduated from 
public high school in Millinocket, Maine; from Phillips 
Exeter Academy; and from Dartmouth. He trained at 
Harvard to become a historian and in 1964 received a PhD.  

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 2015 

May 12 – Amanda Gustin – First Dragoons 

June 9 – Angela Smythe – “Richmond Grays Photo” 
via Skype 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

The Vermont Heritage Galleries include Service & 
Sacrifice, which is now featuring the Andrus panoramic 
battle scenes, Houghton’s photographs, and the State of 
Vermont Civil War flags. Learn more about Vermont 
citizens’ service and sacrifice during the War Between the 
States. Admission covers all three galleries and entrance to 
the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier. 
Vermont History Center, 60 Washington Street, 
Barre, VT Open Mon-Fri, noon to 4:00 pm (802) 
479-8519 www.vermonthistory.org 
NORTHFIELD, Vt.–Norwich University’ 
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s Sullivan Museum and History Center -  New exhibit:  
“1865, Out of the Ashes: Assassination, 
Reconstruction, and Healing the Nation.”  

The exhibit, which focuses on the aftermath of the 
assassination of President Abraham Lincoln, the 
rehabilitation and restoration of the South, and efforts to 
unify the country, is the fifth and final exhibition in the 
museum’s series commemorating the 150th anniversary of 
the Civil War.                                                                                   
A centerpiece of the new exhibition is a unique and rare 
firearm recently acquired by the Sullivan Museum and 
History Center: a Spencer repeating rifle. Possibly tested by 
President Lincoln himself, the weapon had remained in 
private hands for several generations and will now be on 
public view for the first time since the Civil War. The rifle 
was itself an important part of Civil War history. Adopted by 
Union troops, it allowed for more accurate and rapid firing. 
The Spencer rifle now on view was an early issue, originally 
given to Lincoln by the manufacturer and later gifted by 
Lincoln to Gideon Welles, NU’1826, in recognition of his 
Civil War service as Secretary of the Navy. 

In addition to the rifle, historical objects from Ford’s 
Theater, a brass cannon used during the Civil War and 
period currency loaned by the Hon. John W. Walter will be 
included in the exhibition.  

Plan Your Visit                                                                         
The Sullivan Museum and History Center is a Smithsonian 
Affiliate, the only such museum in the state of Vermont. The 
museum is located on the Northfield campus of Norwich 
University. It is open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. during the academic year. There 
is no charge for admission to the museum. For more 
information call 802.485.2183 or visit the museum’s 
website (academics.norwich.edu/museum/) or Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/SullivanMuseum)            

Sat., April 11 – 1 p.m. – THE PAUL ESEPPI CIVIL 
WAR COLLECTION  OF ARMS AND ARMAMENTS – 
A Talk and Exhibit by Wayne McCutcheon – In the 
Conference Room of the Claremont Savings Bank 
Community Center, South Street, Claremont, NH.  FREE 
and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.   

Sat., April 18 – 12:30 PM-2:00 PM – Nashua, 
NH - “NASHUA’S AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 
EXPERIENCE”   Downtown Historic Walking Tour. Fee: 
$10  (50% of proceeds will be donated to Fairgrounds Jr. 
High Student Historic Preservation Team)   Tourists Meet at 
the Nashua Soldiers & Sailors Monument at Library Hill. 

In commemoration of the 150th anniversary of Confederate 
States Gen. Robert E. Lee’s Surrender to United States Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse on (Palm 
Sunday) April 9th, 1865, ending the American Civil War, a 
Downtown Historic Walking Tour entitled: “Nashua’s 
American Civil War Experience” will be conducted by 
local urban-historian Alan S. Manoian. 

The Tour will start at the magnificent 1889 Nashua Soldier’s 
& Sailor’s Monument at Abbot Sq., made of Concord NH 
granite, designed & sculpted at Fredrick & Field of Quincy, 
MA, with world-class bronze sculptures of the “Soldier” by 
C. Buberl of New York City, and the “Sailor” by S.J. O’Kelly 
of Boston, MA, both of whom sculpted many of the bronze 
statuary at Gettysburg National Military Park. Gaze upward 
upon the sublime granite statue of “Victory” atop the obelisk 
as she silently observes all Downtown Nashua, and hear the 
fascinating story of the heated controversy that erupted over 
the placement of the massive Naval Cannons around the 
monument and in Abbott Square in 1896. 

Wear good walking footwear & bring water. For additional 
information contact Alan S. Manoian at 978.735.5321 
and/or aboutplacepartners@gmail.com and/or Alan 
Manoian on Facebook. 

March Round Table Meeting 
 

Once again we did not make our 20 meal 
commitment.  We had a total of 21 people attend with 17 
people paying for their meals, including our speaker!   

Dave Curtin told us about the web site through the 
Library of Congress which has newspapers listed by state 
that anyone can access.  I checked, and there are 
approximately 60 Vermont newspapers listed!  Doing a 
quick search I noticed that they go back to 1836!  Here’s the 
web site: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/ 

And, speaking of old newspapers, Jackie Sinclair 
read where corsets can break ribs!   

Alice Evans visited the Civil War exhibit at Norwich 
University, and was impressed.   

Peter Sinclair chaired our meeting as well as gave a 
very nice program on the RT Trip last year.  He also 
commented that for the past 4 meetings there have been 
fewer than 20 people paying for lunch.   We have to pay for 
20 people regardless, making up the difference from our 
Round Table funds.  Any suggestions as to how we can 
change this? One possibility would be to move to a place 
that does not require the 20 person minimum. 

And, speaking of the RT Trip, there was a BIG 
THANK YOU to Gail for all she did to once again make the 
trip a success! 

Our raffle winners were Jeanette Cook, David 
Curtin, Sue Cutting, Brian Smith and Bob Coburn. 

Tom Shanahan brought along a number of books 
that former RT member, Don Wickman, donated.   
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Treasurer’s Report 
By Gail Blake 

 
Starting Balance:  $1625.19 
Expenses: 
Hotel Coolidge:  $381.29 
Deposit:  $575.75 (meals, dues, donations, raffle) 
Petty Cash:  $83.00 
Balance:  $1902.65 
 

HELP WANTED/NEEDED 
 

Lew and Ginny will not be attending the April meeting and 
Gail will be working, as usual.  We need a volunteer or 
volunteers to man the front table for the April meeting.  Gail 
will drop off the cash box, etc. in the morning and pick it up 
later in the day.  Duties are fairly easy, take money (who 
doesn't enjoy that?!), sell raffle tickets, keep track of the 
number of meals, and hand out candy.  If you are willing to 
help out, please let Gail, auntis@comcast.net, or Ginny, 
lewandginny1863@comcast.net, know as soon as possible. 

 Thanks! 
SAVE THE DATES! 

2015 GMCWRT Battlefield Journey 
April 30-May 4, 2015  

TRIP UPDATE! 
 

Finally have the itinerary for our time in Newport 
News and would like to share our updated information.  Still 
have a couple of meals to plan, but those will easily fall into 
place now.  We have room for several more folks to join us, 
so if you know anyone that might be interested, please share 
the information with them, and send them my way.  The trip 
is open to everyone, regardless of their level of knowledge or 
interest.   

We will be departing WRJct very, very early 
(5:30'ish) on Thursday, April 30th.  Sorry about that, but, 
we are scheduled to arrive in Philadelphia by midday, and 
we don't want to keep lunch or General Meade waiting! I 
know that many of you drive quite a distance to WRjct, so I 
have a block of rooms at the Super 8 in WRJct for the night 
of the 29th, if you are interested in staying there please let 
me know so that I can finalize things with the hotel. I 
believe the cost is about $72 per room and is not included 
in the trip cost.  There are several other hotels in the area if 
you prefer.  We will be stopping at the park and ride in 
Ascutney,  if you live in that general area we can arrange to 
pick you up there.  I will check with our driver, which I hope 
is Bob, to see if he will be coming from Rutland that 
morning, he may be able to pick up the Rutland area folks 
on the way to WRJct. 
So, our basic itinerary looks like this: 
 

Thursday, April 30th.  Depart WRJct by 5:30 am. 
 Arrive at hotel, Holiday Inn Express, Penns Landing, 
Philadelphia, a bit after noon.  Meet our guide, Andy 
Waskie, lunch at McGillins Pub, the oldest pub in 
Philadelphia.  Tour Civil War sites and Laurel Hill 
Cemetery, with a champagne or sparkling cider toast to 

General Meade.  Dinner at the National Mechanics 
Restaurant. 

Friday, May 1st.  Breakfast at the hotel, depart early, 
but not at 5:30 am, travel to Newport News VA. Our hotel is 
the Comfort Inn at the Patrick Henry Mall in Newport 
News.  Picnic lunch at Fort Monroe, visit the Casemate 
Museum, talk about General Benjamin Butler and the 
Contraband Slave Decision, the Peninsula Campaign, take a 
look at the Battle of the Ironclads, life for Vermont soldiers 
at Fort Monroe, and a bit about the Overland Campaign. 
 Then we will visit the "town" of Hampton, focusing on 
Confederate Hampton, the burning of Hampton, and the 
Contraband Slave Settlement.   Our guide for our time in 
Newport News will be Mike Cobb, curator of the Hampton 
Museum.  Group dinner that evening. 

Saturday, May 2nd; Sleep in a bit, breakfast at 
hotel, visit the Mariners Museum and the Monitor Center. 
 Lunch at the Museum.  Take a look at the Battle of Big 
Bethel, the Battle of Dam Number One and Lee's Mill 
Battlefield, focusing on Vermonters, and visit the Yorktown 
Battlefield.  Group dinner that evening. 

Sunday, May 3rd; breakfast at hotel, depart 
early not at 5:30 am, make our way to Appomattox 
Courthouse, stopping in Farmville to pick up our lunch and 
our guide, Patrick Schroeder, the historian at Appomattox 
Courthouse.  Patrick will recap Lees Retreat for us and will 
serve as our guide on arrival at Appomattox Courthouse.  At 
Patrick's suggestion I have decided not to try and follow the 
entire retreat route, this will maximize our time in 
Appomattox, and allow us to really get a feel for what took 
place there.  Patrick will be providing dvds for us to watch 
along the drive to Farmville.  Later that afternoon we will 
head for Gettysburg, our hotel is the Quality Inn on 
Steinwehr Avenue.  Dinner that evening will be on your 
own.  There are many restaurants within a short walk of the 
hotel, and I will be happy to make recommendations. 

Monday, May 4th; breakfast at the hotel.  I am 
currently working to set up a quick (60-90 minute) look at 
the actions of the 13th VT during Pickett's Charge 
early, not 5:30am, on Monday morning.  We will head 
northward following the tour, hoping to avoid traffic jams, 
arriving back in WRJct by very early evening. 
 
So that is it in a nutshell.  Hope the plans are agreeable to 
everyone.  Once guide fees and all meals are arranged I will 
send final pricing and the final payment due date.  If you 
would like to share a room with someone please let me 
know as soon as possible.  Please, please, please share this 
information, the more folks that join us, the less the final 
cost.  My contact information is auntis@comcast.net, 802-
296-2919, Gail Blake, 55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001 
 

CIVIL WAR  MONUMENTS OF  
NEW HAMPSHIRE  

ON FACEBOOK 
 
Long time Round Table member, Don Streeter and his wife 
Carolyn, have traveled all over New Hampshire for many 
years taking photos of the many Civil War monuments 
located in the cities and towns in the State of New 
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Hampshire.  Don has started a Facebook page where he is 
slowly posting those photos.  When  it is available he also 
posts information on the monuments and older photos and 
postcards of the monuments.  He’s been doing a great job.  
If you would like to check it out, please go to:   
 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Civil-War-Monuments-
of-New-Hampshire/291424391065887?fref=ts 
 
You do NOT have to be a Facebook person in order to get on 
this site and see the photos.   
 
Don’t forget that the Green Mountain Civil War Round 
Table also has a Facebook page.  We try to post our meeting 
information there as well as other items we feel is of interest 
to our members.  Check us out!   
 
National Park Service 
Press Release 
 
Join the National Park Service in Ringing “Bells 
across the Land: A Nation Remembers 
Appomattox” 

For the past four years, the National Park Service 
and many other organizations and individuals have been 
commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War and 
the continuing efforts for human rights today. On April 9, 
1865, Union Gen. Ulysses S. Grant met Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee to set the terms of surrender of Lee’s Army of 
Northern Virginia. 

In conjunction with a major event at Appomattox 
Court House National Historical Park, the National Park 
Service and its partners invite communities across the 
nation to join in this commemoration. The bells will ring 
first at Appomattox at 3:00 p.m. on April 9, 2015. The 
ringing will coincide with the moment the historic meeting 
between Grant and Lee in the McLean House at 
Appomattox Court House ended. While Lee’s surrender did 
not end the Civil War, the act is seen by most Americans as 
the symbolic end of four years of bloodshed.  

After the ringing at Appomattox, bells will 
reverberate across the country. Churches, temples, schools, 
city halls, public buildings, historic sites, and others are 
invited to ring bells precisely at 3:15 pm for four minutes 
(each minute symbolic of a year of war). If you have 
access to any such organizations, please encourage 
them to participate. 

The end of the Civil War has different meanings to 
different people. Each organization may customize this idea 
to its own situation. We ask participants to ring bells across 
the nation as a gesture to mark the end of the bloody 
conflict in which more than 750,000 Americans perished. 
Some communities may ring their bells in celebration of 
freedom or a restored Union, others as an expression of 
mourning and a moment of silence for the fallen. Sites may 
ring bells to mark the beginning of reconciliation and 
reconstruction, or as the next step in the continuing struggle 
for civil rights. Curriculum materials are available for 
schools interested in participating. 

Share your story and help us write history! 

Schools, parks, and communities from all over the 
country will be participating in this event. Share how you 
observed it with #BellsAcrosstheLand2015. Stories will 
be compiled in one place to see how each one helps build 
our national story. 
Contacts: 
General Information: Carol_Shively@nps.gov or 
John_Hennessy@nps.gov  
Educational Materials for Schools: 
Amy_Bracewell@nps.gov  
 
General George Stannard House Restoration 
 
Thanks to Tom McKenna, most of you are aware that there 
is an effort going on at the present time to restore the 
Stannard House in Burlington.   
 
It would be a good idea for someone to bring this up at the 
April RT meeting.  It certainly sounds as if it is something 
our RT should contribute to. 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2015— March 2016 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
 
 
On April 3, 1865, the Union forces of Brigadier 

General Godfrey Weitzel occupy the city of 
Richmond, Virginia, and force the formal 

surrender of the Confederate capitol.   
 

DUES ARE DUE! 
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