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ROB GRANDCHAMP 

“7 FROM THE 7TH R.I. VOLUNTEERS” 

 APRIL 13, 2019 

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

       
     12:00 Social Hour 

                                   12:15 Buffet Dinner  
12:45 Business Meeting 

1:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, TUESDAY, APRIL 9.  Cost per 
person for the meal is $13.00. For reservations 
please contact Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 
802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 

Menu: 
 
Pulled Pork  
Pulled Chicken  
Mixed Greens Salad w/Maple Balsamic Vinaigrette  
Mac & Cheese  
Dozen Rolls  
Coleslaw  
Homemade BBQ Sauce 
Dessert 

 
“7 From the 7th R.I. Volunteers” 

 
     Raised in the summer of 1862, the Seventh Rhode Island 
Volunteers fought at Fredericksburg, Vicksburg, Jackson, 
the Overland Campaign, and at Petersburg. Along the way, 
241 men died serving in the regiment. 
     Drawing on his extensive private collection of Civil War 
artifacts, historian Robert Grandchamp will highlight seven 
unique artifacts that tell the complete story of the Seventh 
Rhode Island and their service. 
 

Rob Grandchamp 
     Robert Grandchamp is the award winning author of 
fifteen books on American military history. He is a Senior 
Analyst with the Government and resides in Jericho Center, 
VT with his wife Elizabeth and daughter Addison. 
 

2019 Program Schedule 
 
May 14 - Steve Hier – Civil War Games (Please note 
the change from January.)  
 
June 11 – Vignettes About the Civil War From 
Roundtable Members 
 
Sept. 10 – Peggy Pearl – Director of the St. 
Johnsbury History Center  
 
Oct.  8 – Gary Morgan – “Andersonville Raiders” 
 
Nov. 12 – Keith Wooster – Teaches Army Junior 
ROTC at North Country Union High School in 
Newport, VT – “Union and Confederate 
Mobilization During the Civil War.”  
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Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings: 

April 12– CWRT OF NH (note: this is the 2nd Friday 
to avoid meeting on Good 
Friday. Michael Schroeder (CWRTNH President) -
"Wild Rose & Crazy Bet: Female Spies in Blue & 
Gray" -7:15 P.M., Epping Town Hall, 157 Main St, Epping, 
NH)  www.cwrt-nh.org  
 
April 17 – NEKCWRT- Guntis Goncarovs,-The 
Submarine H.L. Hunley.  6 p.m. – Eastside Restaurant, 
Newport, VT. 
 
April 25 – Vermont’s Remarkable Sharpshooters 
and Gettysburg – Howard Coffin - Vermont sent far 
more sharpshooters to the Union armies than any other 
state, on a per capita basis. Historian Howard Coffin will 
discuss his recent research into this little-recognized group 
and consider the reasons why Vermont may have been so 
well represented in this elite group of marksmen. Pawlet 
Town Hall, Pawlet, VT. – 7 p.m. 
 

JUNE RT MEETING 
Vignettes about the Civil War  
from Roundtable Members:   

from John Mudge 
 

As both individuals and as a group, we have a great interest 
in the Civil War.  We have visited museums and battlefields, 
have personal libraries, have read many books, and we may 
have our collections of Civil War Memorabilia.  A year ago 
several members gave brief presentations about how they 
became interested in the Civil War— It was a combination of 
family research, a teacher, a class project, or something else 
that resulted in life-long interests in the Civil War.  This 
June we will be having several more presentations from 
members and we are also suggesting that they talk about 
some other vignettes that they have found in their studies 
and readings that are perhaps not widely known.  These 
may be little vignettes that when put together tell a bigger 
story.  There is much about the Civil War that even the most 
professional historians miss, but the June program will 
perhaps put together a little bit of the missed information 
and allow us to share with the whole membership the 
interesting twists and turns that our personal research has 
uncovered. 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
GMCWRT BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY 

May 16th – May 20th 

 
TRIP UPDATE! 

LAST DAY TO SIGN UP IS APRIL 7! 
THERE IS CURRENTLY ROOM FOR A 

COUPLE OF MORE FOLKS TO ATTEND. 
 
Our bus and hotels are booked!  Chris Army has been hard 
at work with Clark "Bud" Hall to make our trip spectacular 
in every way.  Our basic itinerary is as follows: 

Thursday, May 16th:  Depart WRJct, travel to Frederick MD 
for an overnight stay. 
Friday, May 17th:  Depart Frederick, travel to Culpeper VA.  
Revisit the Graffiti House and take a closer look at Brandy 
Station.  Overnight in Culpeper. 
Saturday, May 18th:  Spend the day exploring the battle of 
Cedar Mountain, as well as visiting some historic 
sites/museums in Culpeper. Overnight in Culpeper. 
Sunday, May 19th:  Explore Bristow Station and Mine Run, 
return to Frederick for an overnight stay. 
Monday, May 20th:  Depart for WRJct and some well 
deserved rest. 
Chris is working on a reading list for us as well as a couple 
of surprises.  Just a reminder that Chris will be our speaker 
at our March meeting, so mark the date, Saturday, March 
9th, 12PM, Bugbee Senior Center, WRJct VT. 
FYI: We are overnighting in Frederick on Thursday and 
Sunday to help with the miles/hours that Bob can drive each 
day.  Not the ideal scenario, but it should work out ok. 
Will have more details and a pricing estimate next month.   
Total cost will include:  RT motor coach transportation from 
WRJct, 4 nights lodging, breakfast each day, 3 lunches, 
most dinners, on board refreshments, information packet, 
and all guide and admission fees.  A $75 deposit will hold 
your spot. 
Checks made payable to GMCWRT and sent to Gail Blake, 
55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001 
Please share this information with anyone that might be 
interested in joining us. The trip is open to everyone, 
regardless of their depth of knowledge or level of interest.  
Questions?  Call 802-296-2919 or email Gail at 
auntis@comcast.net 
 

Lewis Powell 
By Glen Hayes 

 
Lewis Powell (Payne) with the 2nd Florida Infantry was 
wounded in the arm in the fighting on July 2, 1863, at 
Gettysburg.  He spent 3 weeks in a field hospital and then 
was transferred to Camp Letterman which opened on July 
22.  He recovered enough to work as a nurse at Camp 
Letterman until September 1. He was transferred from 
Camp Letterman on September 2, 1863 as a POW and sent 
to a prison camp in Baltimore.  Because he had worked as a 
nurse at Camp Letterman, he was assigned to work in the 
prison hospital.  A female nurse who was a southern 
sympathizer helped him escape.   He later would be part of 
the plot to kill President Lincoln, and he attempted to 
assassinate Secretary of State William Seward. 
 
If Powell hadn't worked as a nurse at Camp Letterman, he 
probably wouldn't have been assigned to the prison 
hospital, he would have been placed in the prison with the 
other POW's and probably spent the rest of the war there. 
He then wouldn't have hooked up with John Wilkes Booth! 
 

THE FIELD OF BLOOD— 
 VIOLENCE IN CONGRESS  

AND THE ROAD TO THE CIVIL WAR  
By	Joanne	Freeman	
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When this book was reviewed in the Wall Street 
Journal last September, I suspected that I might find 
something about my ancestor in it.  But before I get to that, 
about the book:  This book is based on the diaries of 
Benjamin Brown French a clerk in the House of 
Representatives who later became Commissioner of Public 
Buildings in Washington.  French, born in Chester, New 
Hampshire, went to Washington in 1833.  Much has been 
previously written about the violence and rancor in 
Congress before the Civil War, but French’s eleven volumes 
of personal diaries provides for this book the gossipy details 
that were previously unknown and unpublished. As readers 
will quickly realize, French had a “front row seat” to all that 
was going on in Congress.    The New York Timeswrote:  “In 
her absorbing, scrupulously researched book Joanne B. 
Freeman uncovers the brawls, stabbings, pummelings and 
duel threats that occurred among United States 
congressmen during the three decades just before the Civil 
War…  In 1841, an exchange of insults between two 
representatives, Edward Stanly of North Carolina and 
Henry Wise of Virginia, led to a wild melee in which nearly 
all the members of the House pummeled one another.”  (Oh 
dear, my ancestor is mentioned there.)  The Timesreview 
continues, “… Freeman notes that the violence in Congress 
was like a spectator sport. Men and women crowded the 
congressional galleries with the expectation of seeing 
entertaining outbreaks, much the way fans of professional 
wrestling or hockey do today. Sometimes, she shows, 
French recorded in his diary his delight as a spectator. 
Describing the huge brawl of 1841, he wrote, ‘The Speaker & 
I had the best chance to see all the fun, & while he stood at 
his desk pounding & yelling, I stood at mine ‘calm as a 
summer’s morning’ — enjoying the sport, and keeping the 
minutes of the proceedings!’  “…Like other good historical 
works, “The Field of Blood” casts fresh light on the period it 
examines while leading us to think about our own time. 
Although incidents like the Sumner caning and the Cilley 
duel are familiar, the contexts in which Freeman places 
them are not. Nor are the new details she supplies. She 
enriches what we already know and tells us a lot about what 
we don’t know. Who knew that the Sumner incident, for 
example, was just one of scores of violent episodes in 
Congress?”  Publishers Weeklywrote:  “Freeman grants 
followers of modern politics a look back at another 
fascinating, impassioned period of change in which 
Congress became full of ‘distrust, defensiveness, and 
degradation,’ mimicking the constituents at home.”  The 
review on Amazonreads: “In The Field of Blood, Joanne B. 
Freeman recovers the long-lost story of physical violence on 
the floor of the U.S. Congress. Drawing on an extraordinary 
range of sources, she shows that the Capitol was rife with 
conflict in the decades before the Civil War. Legislative 
sessions were often punctuated by mortal threats, canings, 
flipped desks, and all-out slugfests. When debate broke 
down, congressmen drew pistols and waved Bowie knives. 
One representative even killed another in a duel.”  (Oh dear, 
my ancestor was in Bladensburg, Maryland, for that 
duel.)  The New York Journal of Books wrote: “Leavened by 
the author’s wry wit, the book is a page turning triumph of 
narrative history, deeply researched and persuasively 
argued.”  

            I was certainly not disappointed when I received my 
copy of the book.  There was my ancestor prominently 
detailed in the index.  For that matter, there are more 
entries in the index only for Benjamin Brown French, whose 
diaries the book is based on, than for my ancestor.  That 
may be a problem.  Then there are paragraphs that 
begin:  “”Wise caused his own share of problems in 
committee-rooms,” “In all these ways, Wise was the epitome 
of a congressional “fighting man,” even staking his 
reputation on it,” and lastly, “Wise was a bully of the first 
order.”  Does that DNA really run through me!   
												Well, all of that aside, this is an excellent book to 
read in order to get an even better idea of what was 
happening in Congress and Washington before the Civil 
War.  We should all hope that the current discord that we 
sometimes see coming from there will not end in the same 
manner as occurred then.		 
	
(Above book review by John Mudge.  Thank you!)  
 

MINUTES FROM MARCH MEETING 
By Peter Sinclair 

 
     Alice Evans took home the Troiani print “Bronze Guns & 
Iron Men.”  We still have “Rebel Yell” and “The Grey 
Comanches” if anyone is interested.  Thank you, Alice! 
     Chris Army, our guide for the May 2019 trip, and who 
was our guide in 2017, talked about some of the places and 
events which we will visit in Culpepper County, VA. He 
showed us period maps of Culpepper made by Robert Knox 
Sneden and William Paine which are available on line from 
the Library of Congress which are pretty accurate. 
     He showed us pictures of  where the Clark Mountain 
Signal Station (at 1100 feet) was located used by R. L. Lee to 
follow movements of Union troops in winter of 1863-64. 
     Chris talked about the Battle of Cedar Mountain, Aug. 9, 
1862. Lee had just taken over the Confederate Army. This is 
another battle where A.P. Hill comes in late to save the day. 
Chris showed us pictures of the site as it appeared in the 
period and how it looks now, as well as a picture of 
President Theodore Roosevelt visiting the battlefield in 
1902 with historian Dan Grimsley who had fought with the 
6th VA Cavalry. Stonewall Jackson pulled out a rusty sword 
at that battle.  The only time he is known to have used a 
sword. 
     Then Chris briefly talked about the big cavalry battle at 
Brandy Station in June of 1863. We saw some of this site  in 
2017. He said that this was the largest cavalry battle on the 
American continent. The Confederates were caught by 
surprise by a Union pincer movement. This was a great idea, 
but the attack was poorly coordinated. The St. James church 
is a key part of the battle, but it is no longer there.  This 
battle occurred after two big cavalry reviews put on for Lee. 
The outcome of the battle is regarded now as a draw. 
     The next site considered was the Battle of Mine Run in 
November 1863. This is now a well-preserved site. It was a 
large operation directed by Meade. But in the end the attack 
was called off as the Confederates were regarded as being in 
too strong a position. Chris showed us pictures of several 
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fords some of which we will be able to see on the trip. He 
thought that even Bob will not be able to get a bus to some 
of the ford sites. 
     Interestingly, Chris said a new threat has arisen for 
preservation of battlefields in that area; ie solar farms filled 
with solar panels. 
     He showed us a picture of A.P. Hill's boyhood home. but 
we can’t go there as it is in private hands. He also showed us 
Rose Hill, a restored early 19th century mansion, which was 
Kilpatrick's headquarters in winter 1863, and Clover Hill, a  
decaying 18th century manor where Custer and his wife had 
their honeymoon in February, 1864, and which at some time 
was his headquarters. 
     Raffle winners were Peter Sinclair, Ruth Perrinez, Alan 
Brunelle, Dave Curtin, Whitney Maxfield, Keith Cutting, 
and Steve Hier. 
     Alice asked for help in eliminating the musty odor in a 
newly-acquired C.W.Atlas.  She thought that perhaps these 
ideas might help others.  These were ideas offered up at our 
March meeting: 
     Wood shavings, dried herbs; laundry dryer sheets; put 
book into oven on the sliding rack, on low(est?) setting:   
150 degrees was suggested.  
     Presumably, if using either the wood shavings or the 
dried herbs, you'd put those and the book inside a plastic 
bag and seal.  Perhaps you could also sprinkle the herbs 
inside the book, scattering some inside every few pages.  But 
she doubts one would do that wood shavings. 
   Dryer sheets:  Interlay a sheet here and there inside 
book's pages. 
       “With both the two suggestions above, and this one, I 
guess "treatment" would last until you don't smell the odor 
anymore.” 
     Anyone have any other ideas? 
 

March 2019 Treasurers Report 
 

Beginning Balance: $3245.30 
Expenses:  
Speaker: $188 (meals, maple syrup, and speaker fee) 
Best Buy: $39.99 (computer adapter) 
Maple Street Catering: $397 (food, tax, delivery, and 
gratuity) 
Deposit: $1175 (meals, donations, raffle, memberships) 
Petty Cash: $166 
Ending Balance: $3961.31  
 

GMCWRT BEGINNINGS – April 1995 
April Meeting 

 
     There has been a change of plans regarding our April 
Round Table meeting.  Our regular meeting scheduled for 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month has been cancelled, and 
instead we will have a combined gathering with the 
Northeast Kingdom Civil War Round Table and the 
Burlington Civil War Round Table on the following Friday, 
April 14th, in St. Johnsbury.  We will meet to socialize with 
our fellow Civil War buffs, after which Professor Joan 
Tomasi of the New Hampshire Technical College in 
Claremont, NH, will give a presentation entitled “Lady 

Nurse:  Union Army Volunteer Nurse, 1862.”  We hope that 
you will all be able to join us for this joint gathering Round 
Tables, as we would like to make this an annual event! 
 
     The meeting will be held on Friday, April 13th at the 
Lincoln Inn in St. Johnsbury, Vt.  Directions to the Lincoln 
Inn are listed below.  Car pooling is encouraged, so please 
call your fellow members and plan to come to this special 
event!    

 
FULL DUTY AWARD 2001 

Sponsored by the Vermont Civil War Council. 
Fifth Annual Full Duty Award Banquet, 

Saturday, April 28, 2001, at the Capitol Plaza 
Hotel in Montpelier, VT.   

Prizes for the $5.00 raffle tickets: 
Three nights at the Cashtown Inn, B & B – 

Cashtown, PA 
Print, “The First Minnesota” by Don Troiani 

Reproduction Civil War 36 cal. Navy revolver 
with holster & 1861 Cutlass Sword 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE INCREASE IN BOTH THE 

SINGLE AND THE TWO PERSON 
MEMBERSHIPS! 

      Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2019— March 2020 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
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