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DARTMOUTH CAVALRY 
Presented By 

Rob Grandchamp  
Saturday, April 9, 2022 

1 P.M. 
Bugbee Senior Center 

White River Junction, Vermont 

 
 

COVID POLICIES  

FOR APRIL 9th MEETING 

PER THE BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

Face Masks ARE required inside the building unless you are 
actively drinking. 
 
Please bring your proof of vaccination, unvaccinated people 
are advised that this is NOT a good time to visit the Bugbee 
Center, i.e. please do not attend the meeting. 

If you have any Covid symptoms, including something as 
mild as a runny nose or a scratchy throat or have recently 

been exposed to anyone confirmed to have Covid, please 
stay home and monitor for symptoms. 

Lunch will not be served at the April meeting. PLEASE do 
not bring any food in with you, only something to drink. 

If you have questions concerning the Covid policies, please 
contact Gail at auntis@comcast.net or call 802-296-2919 

 
APRIL BOOK RAFFLE BONANAZA  

 
Everyone attending our inaugural post Covid April meeting 

will be given five free raffle tickets, yes, I said free!!!  
Additional tickets can be purchased for one dollar each or 

six for five dollars.  We will have a wide variety of CW 
related books available and you are pretty much guaranteed 
to go home happy with at least one book.  Ginny, Ruth, and 
Gail will be even happier as they can start to clear out the 

boxes of books they have been storing for the RT.  So don't 
delay, mark April 9th on your calendar, bring a bag for your 

books, we will see you soon! 
 
 

GMCWRT "ANNUAL" BATTTLEFIELD TOUR 
2020/2021/2022??? 

 
We are in the process rescheduling our long-awaited 
Richmond/USCT adventure to mid-September 2022. It has 
been so long since we traveled together, we are considering 
adding an extra day to visit the African American Civil War 
Museum in Washington DC.  Stay tuned for updates, spread 
the word, and keep your fingers crossed!!!!   Thanks for your 
patience and understanding, stay well, and hope to see you 
all in September! 
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Robert Grandchamp  
 

Robert Grandchamp is the award winning author of fifteen 
books on American military history.  He is a Senior Analyst 
with the Government and resides in Jericho Center, VT with 
his wife Elizabeth, daughters Addison and Mackenzie, with 
a son, Sawyer, due on July 1st.   
 
His topic:   
 
College students spend their summer vacations doing all 
sorts of things. 
 
In the summer of 1862, a group of college kids from 
Dartmouth and Norwich went to war as the College 
Cavaliers. 
 
Come hear the story of these students and their service in 
the Shenandoah Valley in the summer of 1862. 
                
                      APRIL 1998 NEWSLETTER  
 
Our guest speakers were the father and son team of 
Raymond and Wally Mitchell who presented on Civil War 
Firearms.  They did a show and tell, bringing a number of 
guns from their collection to the meeting. 
 
Howard Coffin was honored at the Full Duty Banquet at the 
Capitol Plaza Hotel in Montpelier for the Second Annual 
Vermont Civil War Council’s “Full Duty” Award Banquet.  
The guest speaker was Robert K. Krick, author, and at that 
time the Chief Historian at the Fredericksburg-Spotsylvania 
National Military Park.  Civil War music was performed by 
Hardtack and Homespun. 
 
Robert Krick wrote a review  in the newsletter on “General 
Nat Harris’ Diary – The Rarest Army of Northern Virginia 
Book?” (Yes, that is a “?” after the title!)   
 
There was also a Member Questionnaire asking for Areas of 
major interest or Expertise.   
 
RT member Carol Braun wrote a terrific article on The Guns 
of Windsor, Vermont in the Civil War. 
 

From Alice Evans 
 
Here’s another essay that RT Executive Committee member 
Alice Evans wrote for the local newspaper (The Valley 
Reporter.) This is Alice’s account of visits to three 
battlefields in Virginia, with a focus on Cedar Creek.  She 
submitted the essay as attached here, with a mention of the 
dedication in 2014 of the roadside marker and Senator 
Benning's and Howard Coffin's presence there, where both 
spoke.  
 
Thank you, Alice!  
 
 
 

Louisa and Trevilian Station, Virginia 
 

At Louisa, Virginia I studied two plaques on the grounds of 
the county court house.  One notes that Patrick Henry’s 
political career began during a three-year stay here.  The 
other recounts the public service of John Mercer Langston 
(named in the first essay of this series). Son of Ralph 
Quarles, a plantation owner, and Lucy Langston, an 
enslaved woman, Langston was the first African-American 
to be popularly elected to public office (Ohio, 1855). During 
the war, he recruited regiments for the Union. Later he 
founded and became the first dean of Howard University’s 
Law Department.  U.S. ministerial appointments followed.  
In 1888 Langston became the first Black member of 
Congress elected from Virginia. 
 
Trevilian Station, a pre-war railroad depot, is rotting away 
in downtown Louisa. I followed a road paralleling the tracks 
five miles out of town to reach the 1864 Trevilian Station 
battlefield. There 
must have been nothing there but open fields at the time, as 
that was an all-cavalry action, the bloodiest such of the war.  
Currently there are three small businesses but no houses 
here.   
 

Spotsylvania, Virginia 
 

A United States Sharpshooters regiment that included 
Waitsfield men was present at Spotsylvania, as were 
Vermont’s Old Brigade plus the 10th and 17th Vermont 
Regiments. 
 
Eight Waitsfield men had enlisted in Company H of the 
Second Regiment, U.S. Sharpshooters which served with the 
Second Army Corps under Major General Winfield Scott 
Hancock. In the Battle of the Wilderness at the beginning of 
the Overland Campaign, three of those eight became 
casualties in their very first battle: James L. Maynard and 
George M. Jones were killed in action, and Eugene Joslyn 
was wounded. The others (Leonard C. Berry, Holland Jones, 
Thomas T. Prentis, John R. Richardson and Loren S. 
Richardson) continued on toward Spotsylvania. 
 
At Spotsylvania I walked the “Bloody Angle” portion of this 
May 12,1864 battlefield. (Men of both armies coined that 
name after the battle, and it stuck.) Technically, the “angle” 
was a Confederate salient, that is, a bulge in its battle line.  
Fighting here degenerated into a close-quarters slugfest 
involving thousands.  Hand-to-hand fighting at this position 
was extraordinarily fierce, and continued nonstop for 22 
hours amidst torrential rain. Casualty estimates for the two 
armies combined range from 26,000 to 30,000.  
 
Following Spotsylvania, as Union forces sidled left in their 
approach to Petersburg and then Richmond, Loren 
Richardson was wounded on June 1 and Leonard Berry on 
June 16.  Berry spent the next three months in a D.C. 
hospital. It seems that Holland Jones was taken seriously ill 
about this time, as he was transferred to the Veterans 
Reserve Corps before being discharged for disability.  
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Middletown, Virginia 
 

My intention was to proceed to Middletown, Virginia. Many 
Vermonters know of our state’s contribution to Union 
victory on the Cedar Creek battlefield in this Shenandoah 
Valley town, culminating a month-long campaign to drive a 
Confederate army under Jubal Early from the valley.  My 
plan went awry when I misread a state highway sign, 
putting me onto a road that descended about 15 miles at a 
nine-degree grade.  That road had a great many switchbacks 
but no place to pull over, so I wasn’t able to 
reverse my route. I ended at a crossroads at Wardensville, 
West Virginia where I got directions for a short cut back into 
Virginia. Two weeks later, back home, I turned on a Sunday 
morning TV program that featured Wardensville, of all 
places. Apparently, it is recovering from decades of 
economic depression largely through the creation of a 
community farm and market which is paired with a youth 
employment project.  I regret not having seen any of that 
while there. 
 
Coming back through Winchester, Virginia I drove south on 
Rte. 11 (the Valley Pike) to reach the Cedar Creek battlefield.  
It was drizzling rain as I read several roadside markers, 
including the newest one, a Sesquicentennial tribute to the 
Eighth Vermont Volunteer Infantry Regiment.  Howard 
Coffin, Vermont’s best known Civil War historian, gave a 
dedicatory speech on that occasion.  There’s also a 
monument to the Eighth in the woods where that regiment 
first engaged Early’s men.    
 
On October 19, 1864, at 5 o’clock in the morning, in 
complete darkness, the Eighth Vermont rushed to confront 
Early’s force that had taken the Union camp by surprise. 
(Their action probably qualified as a “forlorn hope.”) The 
Eighth took 110 casualties of 164 men engaged. 
Nevertheless, what was left of the regiment led the 
afternoon counterattack ordered by Phil Sheridan.  
 

DID ABRAHAM LINCOLN HAVE  
MARFAN SYNDROME? 

 
Marfan syndrome is a major abnormal connective tissue 
disorder which is inherited as an autosomal dominant 
genetic trait.  If you carry the abnormal gene, you have the 
disease.  Statistically you can pass the gene to one-half of 
your children, and they will have the disease.  Until 
relatively recently, the diagnosis was a clinical diagnosis.  
DNA screening is now available.  There are a number of 
features, but the main ones are:  tall height; abnormally 
long arms; long spider-like finger; abnormal flexibility and 
lax joints; dislocated eye lenses; leaking heart valves; 
aneurismal dilation of the aorta.  This last has been a 
common cause of sudden death due to aortic rupture.   
 
Without going into great detail, Lincoln’s general state of 
health and other evidence from photographs and 
descriptions of his great physical strength, his muscular 
development and his ability to lock his joints to foil strong 
opponents in wrestling would seem to clearly negate 

speculation that he had Marfan syndrome.  Yes, he was 
significantly taller then the average man of his time, but tall 
genes have always been around, and in some cultures, tall 
has been the norm (Massai tribe).  If you are watching the 
NBA finals, (or the NCAA finals!) the norm for this group is 
significantly taller than the average man in the USA.  NBA 
players are routinely screened for Marfan syndrome, and 
rarely is it found, even in a tall population.   
 
(Above is from the June 2009 Capital District (Albany, New 
York) Civil War Round Table newsletter.   
 
A Strange and & Sad Ending:  Major Henry Rathbone, 
who had accompanied the Lincolns to Ford’s Theater on the 
night of the murder with his fiancée, Clara Harris, could not 
shake the misery of that night in 1865.  Henry and Clara 
married in 1868 and had three children, but the marriage 
was not a happy one.  Henry suffered symptoms of 
depression, jealousy, paranoia, and headaches.  The family 
moved to Germany in 1882, hoping that a change of scenery 
might improve his health.  Things only got worse.  On 
Christmas Eve, 1883, Henry shot and stabbed his wife, 
fatally wounding her, and then attempted to commit suicide 
by stabbing himself five times.  He lived for 28 years more 
in a German insane asylum.  Some believe that, in shooting 
Clara and stabbing himself, he was reliving the tragic events 
of the assassination.   
 
(The above is from Michael Kanazawich’s book entitled 
“Remarkable Storis of the Lincoln Assassination.”   

               DONALD E. STREETER 

     Donald Edward Streeter died on Saturday, March 19, 
2022 at Portsmouth Regional Hospital with his loving 
family by his side. Born February 16, 1942 in Washington, 
D.C. He earned his Bachelor’s in Science at the University of 
Maryland. He later moved to Atkinson, NH where he 
resided after college for 38 years. He began his career at 
BAE Systems. He proudly worked administratively for 
aeronautical field engineers for 36 years. 

Following his retirement in 2001, Donald began his hobby 
of genealogy, and learned of his great-grandfather who was 
a Civil War general. This started his joy of Civil War era 
history.  Don was a member of our GMCWRT for many 
years and joined the group on a number of trips.   

Donald is survived by his loving wife of 58 years, Carolyn; 
son, daughter, three grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren. 

In lieu of flowers the family requests that memorial 
donations be made to American Heart Association PO Box 
840692, Dallas, TX 75284-0692.  
                       MRS. WARDNER AT CORINTH 
 
     “Mrs. Louise Wardner,” said the Sergeant, “has a story 
that is worth telling.  She is the wife of Dr. Horace Wardner, 
who served through the war as surgeon.  Mrs. Wardner was 
with her husband at the front the greater part of the time 
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and had a good many adventures.  Immediately after the 
battle of Corinth, in October, 1862, she went on horseback 
over the battle-field looking after the wounded of General 
Oglesby’s brigade.  She came upon a German desperately 
wounded. 
     “She dismounted to comfort what she supposed was a dying 
man.  She discovered that one leg had been amputated, that there 
was a wound in the other leg, another wound in the shoulder, and 
a third wound in the lower part of the face.  All these wounds had 
been received on the first day of the battle and all were in bad 
condition.  Mrs. Wardner cleansed the wounds as best she could, 
tore bandages from the skirt of her dress and bound up the 
wounds, and then reported the case to the ambulance corps, out 
looking for wounded.   
     “The next day the brigade surgeon asked her to look at the worst 
case he had ever seen in hospital.  She went to the hospital and 
found her German patient of the battle-field.  She did not accept 
the theory that he could not recover, but gave him special 
attention.  When the brigade moved from Corinth she left him 
greatly improved, but did not see him again for ten or fifteen years.  
Crossing the Rush street bridge in Chicago one day, she was 
startled by the bridge-tender calling out, ‘Mein Gott, it is the 
woman what saved my life,’ and the man so desperately wounded 
at Corinth hobbled toward Mrs. Wardner, to meet with a very kind 
reception.   
 
Hd. qrs. Army of N. Va.  
      April 10, 1865  
     General Orders  
      No. 9  
      
     After four years of arduous service marked by 
unsurpassed courage and fortitude, the Army of Northern 
Virginia has been compelled to yield to overwhelming 
numbers and resources.  
     I need not tell the brave survivors of so many hard fought 
battles, who have remained steadfast to the last, that I have 
consented to this result from no distrust of them; but feeling 
that valor and devotion could accomplish nothing that could 
compensate for the loss that must have attended the 
continuance of the contest, I determined to avoid the 
useless sacrifice of those whose past services have endeared 
them to their countrymen.  
     By the terms of the agreement, officers and men can 
return to their homes and remain until exchanged. You will 
take with you the satisfaction that proceeds from the 
consciousness of duty faithfully performed; and I earnestly 
pray that a Merciful God will extend to you His blessing and 
protection.  
     With an unceasing admiration of your constancy and 
devotion to your Country, and a grateful remembrance of 
your kind and generous consideration for myself, I bid you 
all an affectionate farewell.  
      (Sgd)     R. E. Lee      Genl.   
       
                   STORY OF A STOLEN BULLET  
     “Among the most efficient signal officers in Sherman’s 
army,” said Comrade H. R. Flook, “was Captain William E. 
Sheridan of an Ohio regiment.  At the battle of Resaca, May 
15, 1864, he was holding his field glass to his eye watching 
the enemy, when a rebel bullet cut through his wrist, 
shattering the bone and lodging in his shoulder.  Th ball was 

extracted by the surgeons and the Captain put it in his 
pocket.  The wound led to his retirement from active service, 
and in due time he resumed his work as an actor. 
     “Captain Sheridan attached the bullet taken from his 
shoulder to his watch chain and wore it as a charm.  While 
in Boston he and his wife entered into an agreement to play 
at Havana, Cuba.  The day before sailing his watch stopped 
and he left it with a jeweler to be repaired and held until his 
return.  On his return trip from Havana, however, his vessel 
was wrecked off the coast of the Carolinas, and his wife was 
drowned in his arms, and when rescued he found he had 
nothing left but the suit he wore, and his watch, chain, and 
bullet in the hands of the Boston jeweler. 
     “He was soon on his feet again with his watch and bullet 
in his possession.  Some months later, while playing at 
Booth’s opera house in New York, his watch, chain, and 
bullet were stolen from his dressing-room.  All efforts to 
recover the stolen articles were in vain, and he counted the 
bullet lost for good.  He spent a year in Australia, meeting 
with great success, and returned to the United States, 
landing in San Francisco. 
     “While in that city he saw in a pawn broker’s window his 
watch, chain, and bullet just as they were when stolen from 
him in New York city, a year before.  He claimed his 
property and wore the chain and bullet when he played his 
last engagement in Chicago, at which time he told this story 
of a bullet to me, his old comrade and tent mate.”  

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2022— March 2023 Membership Rates 

 
 Name: ____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
  ________________________________  
 
  ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone  _______________________  
 
 Work Phone ________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
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