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MICHELLE SHERBURNE,

DON’T FORGET!
OUR DECEMBER AND WINTER MEETINGS
ARE ON SATURDAY AFTERNOONS AT
12 NOON. OUR DECEMBER MEETING IS
DECEMBER 8.
PLEASE ALSO NOTE THE CHANGE IN PRICE
FOR THE LUNCH.

JUTTA SCOTT, AND MEMBERS OF THE
GREEN MOUNTAIN CIVIL WAR
ROUND TABLE
“PEACHAM, VT, SOLDIERS’ LETTERS ”
SATURDAY, DEC. 8, 2012
HOTEL COOLIDGE

“A VERMONT HILL TOWN IN THE CIVIL
WAR: PEACHAM’S STORY”

WHITE RIVER JCT., VT
12:00 P.M. Social Hour
12:30 Buffet Dinner
1:00-1:15 Business Meeting
1:30 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, Dec. 7. Cost per person for the buffet dinner is
$18.00. For the meeting and program only, there is a
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for nonmembers. For reservations please contact Gail Blake
at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
HOT DISH/SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES
December 2012

Michelle Arnosky Sherburne will be sharing about the
Peacham Historical Association's latest publication, "A
Vermont Hill Town in the Civil War: Peacham's Story" at
the December Round Table meeting. Along with PHA
President and co-editor Jutta Scott, Sherburne will present
a summary of the book which is the story of a Vermont
town's contributions during the Civil War through letters,
diaries and memoirs saved for 150 years. Selected excerpts
of letters and diaries will be shared by Round Table
members and background information about the soldiers
will be provided.
The book is a treasure trove of letters, diaries and memoirs.
The book received the Award of Excellence by the Vermont
Historical Society at the recent 59th annual League of Local
Historical Societies and Museums Meeting held in
Woodstock. The book is a detailed account of the Civil War
experience from the people of Peacham. Readers get a
firsthand perspective of Vermont soldiers from the call to
arms in April 1861 to the journeys home. One hundred and
sixty-nine biographies of soldiers connected to Peacham are
included in the book.
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Dec. 13 – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH. Camp
members, junior members, SUVCW Auxiliary
members, and guests are welcome! For more
information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic
_blue.html

PROGRAM CHAIR
Peter Sinclair has finally put together a Program
Committee. Members are: Peter Sinclair, David
Walden, Whitney Maxfield, Gail Blake, and John
Mudge. If you have any ideas or suggestions for
speakers or topics, please contact one of these
members.

OTHER CIVIL WAR EVENTS AROUND
VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:

Dec. 5 - American Oracle: The Civil War in the Civil
Rights Era - David Blight, Yale professor and acclaimed
author of Race and Reunion, considers how Americans
looked on the War’s centennial during the early 1960s and
explores the gulf between remembrance and reality. Part of
the First Wednesdays lecture series. A Vermont Humanities
Council event hosted by Norwich Public Library.

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

2013 Program Schedule

December 10 — George Houghton: Vermont's Civil
War Photographer. A hidden gem in Vermont's history is
the photographic work of Civil War-era Brattleboro
photographer George Houghton. He captured poignant
images of Vermont soldiers in the field, camp, and at home.
This talk by historian Donald Wickman will explore
Houghton’s life and work, and examine some of the images
that brought the Civil War back to Vermont via
photography. Hosted by the Richmond Free Library.
Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St, 6:30 pm.
Rebecca Mueller, (802) 434-3036.

Peter Sinclair, Program Chair
January 12

Robert Sullivan – “Copperheads”

February 9
Steve Sotogren – “Vermont
Brigade During the Peninsula Campaign of 1862”
March 9
Catherine Wright – Curator of the
Museum of the Confederacy – “Lee’s Last Casualty:
The Life and Letters of Sgt. Robert Parker, 2nd
Virginia Cavalry.”

December 11 — Vermont and the Civil War. From
Cedar Creek to Gettysburg, Vermonters were central to the
Union cause. Vermont author and Civil War historian
Howard Coffin addresses the Vermont contribution to the
Civil War. Hosted by the Fairfax Community Library.
Fairfax Community Library, 75 Hunt St, 6:30 pm.
Karyn Norwood, (802) 868-5077.

April 13
Steve Floyd – NHCWRT –
“Memorials at Gettysburg.”
May 14
John Mudge – “Report on Trips to
Virginia on His Family”
June 11
Howard Coffin – “New book on
Vermont towns related to the Civil War.”

Vermont Historical Society and Museum, 60
Washington Street, Barre, VT 05641 julie.nelson@state.vt.us (802) 479-8519

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings

The Vermont Historical Society announces the opening of
the third exhibit at the Vermont Heritage Galleries:
Service & Sacrifice: Vermont’s Civil War
Generation.
Artifacts, documents and photographs throughout
the exhibit tell the story of individual Vermonters during
and after the war. On display for the first time since its
acquisition, will be a scene from the Grand Panorama of
the late War, a 6-foot by 150-foot long painting by Charles
Andrus in the 1890s depicting ten scenes from the Civil
War.
Also featured will be a selection of Civil War flags
from the State of Vermont’s collection. These iconic, strong
symbols for the soldiers will be rotated onto display
throughout the course of the exhibit. One of the most
notorious stories documented in the exhibit are the exploits

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/
Vermont Civil War Hemlocks web site:
http://hemlocks.vermontcivilwar.org/index.html
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of carpetbagger Marshal Harvey Twitchell, a daring Union
soldier who served in the Vermont Brigade.
Photography, a relatively new technology in 1861,
realistically showed for the first time the drudgery and
horrors of war to the people at home. George Houghton
traveled from Brattleboro to photograph the Vermont
troops in Virginia. A selection of Houghton’s photographs
on exhibit will include panoramic images of the military
encampment as well as close-up shots of individuals around
the camp.
Visitors to the Vermont History Center can learn
firsthand about the service and sacrifice of Vermont citizens
from this new exhibit. Admission for all three Vermont
Heritage Galleries is free until December 31, 2012. Call
(802) 479-8500 or go online: www.vermonthistory.org.

people, so costs could fluctuate a bit. I will keep you
apprised on that. Single rooms will be available at an
additional cost.
A deposit of $75 per person is required, deposits are
100% refundable if the trip is cancelled and 50% refundable
if you cancel. Checks can be made payable to GMCWRT and
mailed to me at: Gail Blake, 55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT
05001. Any questions, concerns, suggestions? Email me at
auntis@comcast.net or call 802-296-2919. I am not
home very often but if you leave a message I will return your
call as soon as I can.
More information in future newsletters.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to Ed Miville for his great photos in
the newest edition of the Civil War News, and to
David Mayhew’s for his article entitled “The General
Court-Martial of Charles G. Chandler” in the
Summer/Fall 2012 edition of Vermont History.

Throughout 2012 – Vermont in the Civil War & the
State House in the Civil War – Weekdays only –
Vermont Statehouse, Montpelier, VT 05633 –
(802)828-2228 www.vtstatehouse.org

And, congratulations to Whitney Maxfield for receiving the
Cornelius F. Whitehouse Award (Brother of the Year) in
2012 for all his work on the Civil War monument in Barre.
Only Whit and one other individual received the award this
year.

George and Lorette: A Civil War Love Story June
29, 2012 - January 15, 2013 The exhibit tells the story of
Capt. George G. Howe and Lorette Wolcott who courted
through tender love letters during the Civil War and whose
correspondence was featured in the Sheldon Museum’s
2011 play “Remember Me to All Good Folks.” The couple’s
original letters, George’s uniform, his military
accoutrement, women’s clothing, and period household
objects, all from the Sheldon Museum’s collection, will be
on view.

But what cruel thing is war; to separate and
destroy families and friends, and mar the
purest joys and happiness God has granted us
in this world; to fill our hearts with hatred
instead of love for our neighbors, and to
devastate the fair face of this beautiful world.

RT TRIP 2013
TO GETTYSBURG!
MAY 2-6

General Stonewall Jackson, in a letter to his
wife Mary Anna, on December 25, 1862.

Our 2013 journey will be to Gettysburg. Dates are
May 2nd to the 6th, which is a week earlier than our usual
time frame. Gettysburg will be very busy this coming year
with sesquicentennial events, tourism is slated to be at an
all time high, and our trip was planned with this in mind,
hence the change in dates, which saved us considerable cost
for lodging.
Our Premiere Coach has been reserved, Bob has
been requested as our driver, and our hotel rooms have
been booked. We will be staying at the Comfort Suites,
located on Baltimore Pike. I am currently working on our
itinerary which will include (I hope), a much anticipated
tour of Lee's Retreat from Gettysburg, a tour of the many
churches in Gettysburg, which comes highly recommended,
and I am hoping that we will spend some time walking in
the footsteps of the Iron Brigade. I have several other
things in the works, but nothing definitive at this point.
Also considering a visit to the National CW Museum in
Harrisburg on our way into Gettysburg.
Cost for the trip looks to be around $625 per
person, based on double occupancy and will include RT
motorcoach transportation from WRJct, 4 nights lodging,
all guide and admission fees, most meals, refreshments, and
an information packet. I have based the pricing on 35

REPORT OF COL. STOUGHTON OF THE 4TH
St. Albans Messenger
December 25, 1862
We are indebted to Adjutant General Washburn for
the following report of Col. Stoughton of the casualties in
the 4th Vermont Regiment:
Near Fredericksburg, Va.,
Dec. 16th, 1862.
General: The 1st Vt. Brigade has again participated
in action—and again distinguished itself for gallantry and
courage.
They lay on the South bank of the Rapahannock,
and though unsuccessful in the result of the fight, or
partially so, behaved as well as men could. The 2nd and 4th
suffered most, losing about equally.—Enclosed is a list of
casualties in the 4th.
Killed,
11
Wounded,
43
Missing,
2
One of the missing has been brought in to us by the
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enemy, probably. Corporal Bigelow, Co. A.
I was not with the regiment during all the action, as
I had just returned from Washington. They were
commanded by Lt. Col. Foster, who behaved most nobly, as
did all the officers and men not only of the 4th, but the whole
Brigade. They were commanded by Col. Whiting.
My colors are completely riddled with canister and
musket balls—scarcely hanging together. The top of the
staff, upon which was a brass eagle, was shot away by
canister, but saved and brought away. The color-bearer
behaved finely, and when wounded Corporal Shay, of Co. B,
took the colors and carried them.—Two were wounded in
the 4th by a shell.
With much respect,
Your obedient servt.
CHAS. B. STOUGHTON
Col. 4th Vt. Infantry
P.T. Washburn,
Adj. and Ins. General,
State of Vermont.

having been appointed from his native State to that
position. He graduated on the 30th of June, 1841, standing
number twenty-six in his class, consisting of fifty-two
members, among whom was the late Gen. Lyon, and others
who have been distinguished in the present war. He served
with great gallantry in the Mexican War, for which he was
promoted through several grades.
At the commencement of 1861 he held the
appointment of lieutenant colonel, commandant of West
Point Cadets, which position he held at the opening of the
rebellion. He was also instructor of cavalry, artillery and
infantry tactics at the Military Academy. On the 14th of May,
1861, Brevet Major Reynolds was appointed lieutenant
colonel of the Fourteenth United States infantry (one of the
new regiments,) and on the 20th of August, 1861, was
commissioned as brigadier general of volunteers, and placed
in command of the First brigade of Gen. McCall’s division of
Pennsylvania Reserves. Generals Ord and Meade
commanded the other two brigades.
(The other General killed at Fredericksburg was Brigadier
General George D. Bayard.)

St. Albans Messenger
December 18, 1862

On Decem ber 31, 1862, Union
General Joshua Sill is shot to death
by a Confederate sniper at Stones
River, Tennessee, while wearing
General Philip Sheridan’s coat.

THE SEVENTH REGIMENT.—Gen. Butler has ordered
the colors to be restored to the seventh, which under a
mistake he had ordered to be taken from them. In his order
he says he has pleasure in ordering the regimental colors to
be restored to the regiment, not doubting that it will, in its
next action, earn for itself a name and position, which will
be a credit to itself, its state and country.

October RT Meeting/
RT Antietam Trip

New-Hampshire Patriot
Concord, NH
December 10, 1862

Additional Points from Peter Sinclair’s Antietam trip talk in
November.

Gen. Sumner has recommended Col. Cross of our 5th
regiment for promotion as Brigadier-General.

There are a few points I forgot to mention.
1. I have CD copies of the talk and a copy of the video I
recorded during the trip. Ask me if you want to borrow
them. I will turn them over to Allan Cheever for the video
library.

Vermont Journal
December 20, 1862
A dispatch to the Tribune says the report that Col. Cross of
the 5th N.H. is mortally wounded is untrue. He is doing
well, and will recover though this is the tenth wound he has
received during the war. He says the rebels will have to
shoot him at least once more before they kill him. His
veteran regiment went into battle with 250 men and came
out with 75.

2. There’s an exhibit at Smithsonian in Washington on Art
and the Civil War which includes photography. This exhibit
will move to Metropolitan Museum in New York in May.
3. I found there’s a book of civil war photographs including
ones I showed in 3D published by Civil War Photography
group. Provides red and green glasses for viewing and is
impressive.

New Hampshire Sentinel (Keene, NH)
December 18, 1862

4. Why did Lee’s army invade Maryland. Among reasons
was the effect on the November elections. He wrote to J
Davis 9/8/62 about the coming elections: [The elections will
] “determine … whether they will support those who favor
prolongation of the war, or those who wish to terminate it. “
He was referring to the fact that Democrats were in favor of
a negotiated peace, in fact allowing Confederacy as a
separate state. However, Republicans retained power after

THE GENERALS KILLED AT FREDERICKSBURG.—
Two Brigadier Generals are reported killed at the battle of
Fredericksburg, on Saturday—Reynolds and Bayard.
Brigadier General John Fulton Reynolds was a
native of Pennsylvania, about forty-five years of age. He
entered the West Point Military Academy as a cadet in 1837,
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the elections in both houses of Congress.

unable to successfully contend against the great strength of
the rebels’ position and defenses. Some one most of course
be held responsible for our reverses. It is stated that Gen.
Burnside crossed the river at Fredericksburg and made the
assault against his better judgment. Orders from
Washington made it necessary for him to do so. Whereupon
certain newspapers denounce Secretary Stanton and Gen.
Halleck without stint; they demand their removal at once.
We do not believe that Gen. Halleck or Secretary Stanton
ever ordered Burnside to attack he did. A contemporary
well observes that a General Commanding, who would lead
or send troops to an assault, certain to be sanguinary, and
all but certain to prove a failure, would be a wholesale
murderer, utterly unfit to live or die. Gen. Burnside did
nothing of the kind. He was doubtless sent in quest of the
rebel army, and instructed to beat it and open the road to
Richmond, but he was never instructed to fight in a
particular place or on a specified day. He is not the man to
accept a command thus hampered, and neither the
Secretary of War nor the Commander-in-Chief ever
dreamed of thus shackling it. It is well to notice that the
papers most loud in their denunciations of Halleck and
Stanton are those which found so much fault when
McClellan was removed.
A special committee of the Senate is now engaged in
investigating the facts connected with the battle; and but a
short time will elapse before we shall know upon whom the
responsibility rests. In the meanwhile it is not best to put
much confidence in the statements that are made
prejudicial to Gen. Halleck by his enemies. Our army
although considerably weakened, is far from demoralized.
Let us hope that it will soon resume its march to Richmond
by a more favorable route.
--Since the foregoing was put into type, the official
report of Gen. Burnside has been received, and printed in
another column. It will be seen that he assumes the entire
responsibility of attacking the enemy, and gives his reasons
for it.

5. Lee was surprised that the Federals did not withdraw
from Harpers Ferry once they knew a much larger
Confederate force was coming. It is not known why Halleck
insisted on ordering Miles to hold Harpers Ferry against
McClellan’s advice. Nor why Col. Miles did not concentrate
on holding and fortifying the Maryland Heights at Harpers
Ferry as he had been ordered to do so. The Federal
surrender at Harpers Ferry was the largest American
surrender until World War II (Corregidor, Phiippines).
6. The National Cemetery at Antietam was opened
September 17, 1867, the fifth anniversary of the battle by
Pres. Andrew Johnson. Originally was planned to include
the dead from both sides. Apparently Confederate states
could not afford the cost.
7. In hindsight, if Burnside had crossed his bridge some
time earlier and attacked Lee’s army at Antietam, or if AP
Hill had been further delayed in coming from Harpers
Ferry, McClellan may have completely defeated Lee and the
war could have been ended 2 and a half years before it
actually did. Nevertheless, this is “what if” history so needs
many grains of salt… Also it is said that McClellan vastly
overestimated the size of Lee’s force and did not realize that
he outnumbered them considerably. But our guide said that
Confederate forces have probably been underestimated by
historians, and Lee’s forces were much more experienced
with more experienced commanding officers.

Our Failure at Fredericksburg.
St. Albans Messenger
December 25, 1862
The repulse of our gallant army at Fredericksburg
has caused a feeling of despondency throughout the North
unequalled by any event of the war. When it was
announced that Gen. Burnside had successfully crossed the
Rappahannock, and was about to give the rebels battle,
there was a general feeling that he would be able to route
them from their intrenchments. Later, when news was
received that our troops had been twice repulsed in
attempting to take the enemy’s works, we were assured that
the attack was to be renewed early the next morning.—
Along with this news came that of the landing of Gen. Banks
in North Carolina. Resort was immediately had to maps,
and it was studied out to a certainty that the rebels were
cornered.” The programme to be a most excellent one on
paper. Gen. Burnside was to hold the rebel army at
Fredericksburg, while Gen. Banks was to march upon
Richmond. We were not permitted however, to enjoy this
news long. The telegraph soon informed us that our army
had evacuated Fredericksburg, and that Banks had not
landed as stated. Then it was found out we had met with a
severe and damaging repulse.
It’s manifest that the attempt to storm the enemy’s
formidable works was a blunder, which has resulted in great
sacrifice of life. Our men fought gallantly and bravely—as
gallantly and bravely as ever men fought—but they were

O n D ecem ber 1, 1862, President
Lincoln, presenting his State of the
U nion speech to a joint session of
Congress, in form s them that they are
fightin g for freedom an d their cause
is “… the last, best hope of earth.”
O n D ecem ber 22, 1862, Presiden t
Lincoln sends a telegram to the Arm y
of the Potom ac than king them for
the bravery they show ed in their loss
at Fredericksburg, Virgin ia.
Raffle Winners
Peter Sinclair, Brian Smith, John Mudge, Dave
Curtin, Pat Wheatley, and, of course, Jeanette Cook.
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Antietam Battlefield

In 1862, Theodore R. Tim by, a
W aterbury, Con necticut
resident, patented his revolvin g
gun turret, an in ven tion that
revolutionized m ilitary w arfare
an d w as used the sam e year on
the ironclad U SS M onitor
during its historic battle w ith
the CSS Virgin ia.

At our November meeting Jackie Sinclair mentioned the
Civil War Trust’s Antietam & the 1862 Maryland Campaign
video. The following is the web site for this video presented
by Garry Adelman:
http://www.civilwar.org/video/antietam-the-1862maryland.html

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR GREEN
MOUNTAIN CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
FOUNDER, JACK ANDERSON!

Treasurer’s Report
Gail Blake
Starting Balance: $2,092.55
Total deposits (dinner & raffle): $388.00
Hotel Coolidge: $336.00
Newsletter and mailing costs: $32.94
Speaker Expenses: $44.00
Donation to Sgt. Mac Foundation (wreaths): $100.00
Balance: $1,967.61

Happy Holidays!

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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