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“VERMONT’S JOHN QUINCY 

DICKINSON AND THE RECONSTRUCTION OF 

THE SOUTH AFTER THE CIVIL WAR” 

TUESDAY, DEC. 3, 2013 

           HOTEL COOLIDGE 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
6:00 P.M.  Social Hour 

6:30 Buffet Dinner 
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting 

7:30  Program, followed by discussion 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, Dec. 2.  Cost per person for the dinner is 
$16.75. For the meeting and program only, there is a 
$4.00 charge for members and $6.00 charge for 
non-members.  For reservations please contact Gail 
Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

COLD SALAD/SOUP 
TOSSED SALAD 

COFFEE/TEA 
COOKIES 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR DECEMBER 

MEETING IS THE FIRST TUESDAY EVENING . 
 

"I HAVE NO AMBITION TO FILL A MORE 
HONORABLE GRAVE: VERMONT'S JOHN 

QUINCY DICKINSON AND THE 
RECONSTRUCTION OF THE SOUTH AFTER 

THE CIVIL WAR." 
 
Even before Appomattox, the Lincoln administration and 
congressional Republicans recognized that victory in the 
Civil War would have little meaning without an assertive 
federal policy in the former Confederate states.  Through 
military occupation and establishment of the Freedmen's 
Bureau, Republicans believed that civil and political rights 
for newly emancipated African Americans, including the 
right to vote, could be promoted and preserved. Many white 
Southerners, however, resisted this revolution and 
organized an insurgency, under names like the Ku Klux 
Klan, to resist federal policy and to redeem Southern states 
for Southern white control.  This talk will tell the story 
of John Quincy Dickinson, a Civil War veteran and former 
journalist from Benson, Vermont who remained in the 
Florida Panhandle after the war where he became a 
Freedman's Bureau agent and "carpetbagger" county clerk 
in Jackson County, Florida - one of the most violent regions 
in the post-Civil War South.   
  
Daniel R. Weinfeld is a graduate of Harvard College and 
NYU School of Law.  He has written articles about the 
Reconstruction Era published in peer-reviewed journals, 
and the book, "The Jackson County War: Reconstruction 
and Resistance in Post-Civil War Florida," published by the 
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Univ. of Alabama Press in 2012.  He is also the co-director 
of the monthly Civil War Speaker's Series hosted by the 
White Plains (NY) Historical Society in conjunction with the 
Sons of Union Veterans.  He is an attorney practicing 
government contracts law and lives in Hartsdale, New York. 

 

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

 

2014 Program Schedule 

Jan. 11 – Saturday - Mike Pride – His newest book:  
“Our War: Days and Events in the Fight for the 
Union.” 

Feb. 8 – Saturday – Steve Sodogren – “Vermont 
Brigade on the Peninsula” 

March 8 – Saturday – Alan Brunelle – “Barksdale’s 
Brigade” 

April 12   - Saturday - Wayne Motts, CEO, 
Harrisburg, PA,      Civil War Museum 

May 13 – Tuesday evening – Professor Leslie Butler  
- “Lincoln as Communicator-in-Chief.” 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 
winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

New Hampshire Historical Society  
Soldiers, Sailors, Slaves and Ships: The Civil War 
Photographs of Henry P. Moore (through March 31, 
2014) 
This exhibition of Civil War photographs vividly depict 
soldiers from New Hampshire and the world they 
encountered in the South.   Location: 30 Park Street, 
Concord, NH - Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  Admission: Free  Contact: 603/228-6688 

 GMCWRT 2014 BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY 
 
I have kicked around several ideas for our 2014 journey and 
have finally settled on one that I hope will be exciting a little 
different.  I have spoken to the folks at the Friends of the 
Wilderness Battlefield and they have heartily endorsed a 
plan for us to attend the reenactment in May.  They are 
working diligently to finalize the schedule for events at the 
Wilderness and the surrounding area.  Plans for our visit 
will be based on that schedule.  We will also visit the 
surrounding area, mostly Orange county.  I have feelers out 
for hotel rooms and motorcoach pricing, those should be 
finalized soon.  I hope that this trip will provide us with a 
very unique and educational opportunity and that you will 
all join us!  Dates for the trip will be May 1st - May 5th.  I 
will keep you  updated as our plans develop. 
  
Best Regards to all! 
  
Gail 
 

Minutes from our November Meeting 
 

We had 23 for dinner and 5 people for the program alone. 
 John Mudge chaired the meeting. 
 
Lew Gage proposed that we "adopt" the Vermont U.S.S.S. 
sharpshooter from Vermont who is buried in Lebanon, NH, 
as our "Adopt-A-Soldier" commitment we made at October's 
meeting.  Everyone agreed with his suggestion. 
 
Tom Shanahan brought some Civil War books that were 
mostly donated by Don Wickman.  Don is moving to 
Plattsburgh, NY, and has graciously given us a box of books 
for our book raffles.   
 
We had seven members read from ancestor letters, and 
Nancy Miville and John Mudge also brought along a 
number of artifacts/memorabilia from their ancestors. 
 Nancy Miville started off by reading a letter to her great-
grandfather, Sidney Richardson, from his father.  Sidney 
served with the 1st Regiment NH Heavy Artillery.  Tom 
McKenna next read a letter that was written by a man 
named J. W. Fackler, who was in Co. B, 22nd Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry. He wrote it to his parents on 4 July 
1863, the day Vicksburg surrendered, and he included a 
copy of the Vicksburg Citizen, the last issue printed on wall 
paper. Once that newspaper ran out or newsprint there was 
no resupply because Grant had the city surrounded so, as 
one Confederate soldier put it, "A cat could not sneak out." 
The civilians who remained in the city were living in caves 
and nobody was doing any redecorating so the newspaper 
collected all the wall paper in town and printed the Citizen 

on it until the surrender. David Mayhew read from a letter 
from Sidney Foster who wrote about the death of David's 
ancestor, Ira Jones, who had served with Co. I, 11th 
Vermont.  Dave Curtin read a letter his ancestor, George 
Gove with the 5th NH Regiment, wrote to his sister, Julie, 
June 10, 1864.  John Mudge gave a presentation on his 
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ancestor, who was Virginia's Governor Wise's son, Captain 
O. Jennings Wise who fell at Roanoke Island.  There were 27 
carriages in his funeral cortege.  Whitney Maxfield ended 
the presentation with a letter to the Bureau of Pension 
about his great-grandfather Albert F. Dodge.  We had a LOT 
of great discussion after the presentations.   
 
Raffle winners were Tony Gow, Jackie Sinclair, Jeanette 
Cook, and our two brand new RT members Steve Floyd and 
Alan Brunelle. 
 

Mathew Brady – Portraits of a Nation  
by Robert Wilson published in 2013 

Book Report By John Mudge 
  
            I have been continuing with my summer reading, and 
Robert Wilson’s new biography of Mathew Brady was the 
next book from my pile of unread books that I picked up. 
           There is no student of the Civil War who is unfamiliar 
with Mathew Brady’s work.  The photographic record that 
he created of that war is an important part of American 
history.  However, his life’s work was more than the creation 
of a photographic record of the Civil War.  
            Photography was in its infancy when Brady began his 
career.  The daguerreotype had been invented in 1837.  In 
1844 Brady opened a studio in New York that specialized in 
creating portraits using that technology.  Soon 
daguerreotypes would be obsolete, and Brady began using 
and experimenting with the newer methods of 
photography.  Brady opened a second studio in Washington, 
and over the years he employed many assistants who 
undoubtedly took many of the photographs that are 
attributed to him.  The photographic record that he, and his 
studio, created resulted in both small momentos for the 
subjects of the pictures and a record of life in America in the 
middle of the 19th century.  
           Wilson’s book discusses many facets of Brady’s work 
from his financial misfortunes, (photographing the Civil 
War did not make Brady a wealthy man), Brady’s 
experimentation with different photographic techniques, his 
creating a collection of portraits of “notable Americans,” 
and how Brady moved and sometimes changed the location 
of bodies on a battlefield for some of his most historic 
photographs. 
            Two articles about Brady’s work appeared in the past 
year, America’s Civil War, September 2012, and Civil War 
Times, August 2013.  When his studio exhibited 
photographs taken after the Battle of Antietam, it was said:  
“Mr. Brady has done something to bring home to us the 
terrible reality and earnestness of war.  If he has not 
brought bodies and laid them in our dooryards and along 
the streets, he has done something very like it.”  Wilson’s 
new book helps us understand Mathew Brady the 
photographer and the rapidly changing and violet times 
when he worked. 
 

Civil War Book of Days  
Weekly E-mails Marking What Happened Each 

Week in the Civil War 

http://www.vermonthumanities.org/WhatWeDo/C
ivilWarat150Years/CivilWarBookofDays/tabid/226

/Default.aspx 
 

12 Years A Slave 
 

A film by Steve McQueen based on the book of 
the same title by Solomon Northup. 

Report By John Mudge 
   
            The newly released film has been described as “a 
thrilling tale of survival… amazing and in every way good.”  
That’s all true, I’ve seen the film.  
  
            The film is based on a book of the same title that was 
first published in 1853.  I’ve now read the book. 
  
            And, as if so often the case, the book is even better 
than the movie. 
 
Farmer's Cabinet, Amherst, NH 
December 3, 1863 
 
The quotas of the towns and cities of our State are rapidly 
being filled.  There are already between four and five 
hundred volunteers at the military rendezvous in Concord, 
and others are daily coming in.  The second District is 
pushing on the work bravely.  Concord has filled her quota, 
so has Amherst, Milford, New-Ipswich, Deering, 
Hillsborough, and many others have arranged for their 
supply of soldiers.  A majority of the volunteers are 
foreigners, but are said to be stout and able soldiers.  
Among them are several Italians, formerly officers in 
Garibaldi's army.  A movement is on foot for organizing a 
regiment of volunteer cavalry in the State.  The formation of 
such a corps would essentially stimulate native-born 
enlistments. 
 
New Hampshire Sentinel, December 31, 1863 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE REGIMENTS.--Orders have been 
received at the Provost Marshal's office at West Lebanon, to 
muster no more men for the following regiments:  2d, 3d, 
8th, 10th, 13th, and 14th.  The 2d has 40 more than the 
maximum number, or in all 1080 men.  Recruits are now 
coming in for the 6th, 9th and 11th, no doubt is entertained 
but that these regiments will also soon be full. 
 
We have seen it stated that the 8th had been changed into a 
cavalry regiment, to be called the 1st New Hampshire 
cavalry. 
 
Caledonian, St. Johnsbury, VT 
December 25, 1863 
 
ABE'S LAST. - While President Lincoln was confined to his 
house with the varioloid some friends called to sympathize 
with him, especially on the character of his disease.--"Yes," 
he said, "it is a bad disease, but it has its advantages.  For 
the first time since I have been in office, I have something 
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now to give everybody that calls."   
 
Gen. Dow writes from Libby prison, Richmond, by a private 
source, stating that our men are suffering untold horrors, 
and that he himself is not supplied with any food but 
potatoes and rice--and not enough of that.--No meat rations 
are issued. 
 
The iron-clads and war vessels that have been building at 
New York are almost at a stand-still now on account of the 
continued strike among the machinists.  Some of the 
employers have complied with the workmen's terms.  The 
workmen struck originally for an increase of 25 per cent, 
and they propose to hold out until the contractors come to 
their terms.  They have raised large sums of money, and are 
paying from $4 to $7 per week to those needing aid.  It is 
probable that the contractors could well afford to pay the 
required advance and they ought to hurry up the vessels 
that our navy so much needs.  
 
New Hampshire Patriot and State Gazette 
December 23, 1863 
 
Gen. Buford, the distinguished cavalry officer, died at 
Washington last week.  He was an officer of the regular 
army, with the rank of Captain, a native of Kentucky, and 
one of the ablest officers in the service.  He was promoted to 
the rank of Major General a few hours before he died. 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Jct., VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2013— March 2014 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
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