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PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR SOCIAL HOUR
BEGINS AT 1:00 P.M. WITH THE BUFFET
LUNCH AT 1:30!!!

MICHELLE ARNOSKY SHERBURNE
“UNDERGROUND RAILROAD IN
VERMONT”

Michelle Sherburne

SATURDAY, FEB. 11, 2012
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT

1:00 P.M. Social Hour
1:30 Buffet Lunch
2:00-2:15 Business Meeting
2:15 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, Feb. 10. Cost per person for the buffet lunch is
$17.50. For the meeting and program only, there is a
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for nonmembers. For reservations please contact Gail Blake at
802-296-2919 or e-mail her at auntis@comcast.net.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
HOT DISH - SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES
February 2012

Michelle is a freelance writer and historian who has spent
over 20 years studying the Underground Railroad in New
England. Currently she is a co-editor of Peacham's Civil War
book project and has lectured in area elementary schools, at
the Ryegate Historical Society, the Tenney Memorial
Library, Ryegate Presbyterian Women's Club and two Civil
War Round Table meetings. She works for a weekly
newspaper and lives in Newbury with her family."
Over 20 years of researching the Underground Railroad, I
have found that there is a strong bias about Underground
Railroad activity in New England, especially in Vermont. I
would like to share the tumultuous atmosphere during the
mid 1800s when the Underground Railroad was most
active and shed light on New England’s mobocracy,
existence of prejudice and intolerance for Abolitionists in
general. Vermont is a great example of a mixture of beliefs
and what a paradox the so-called "Fugitive Slave Friendly
State" was. We must apply 19th Century America mindset
and apply that to information gathered about the
Underground Railroad efforts and the Abolitionist Cause
and stop using our 21st century ideals on the past.
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Through the Vermont Humanities Council:
The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:

February 27 -- Book Discussion: America's War: Talking
About the Civil War and Emancipation on Their 150th
Anniversaries anthology edited by Edward L. Ayers. Part of
the Making Sense of the American Civil War series.
Developed by the National Endowment for the Humanities
and the American Library Association, this Civil War
sesquicentennial commemorative series uses works of
historical fiction and interpretation, speeches, diaries,
memoirs, biographies, and short stories to examine a broad
range of perspectives in an exploration of the American Civil
War. Led by Alan Berolzheimer. Hosted by the Latham
Memorial Library. Thetford, Latham Memorial Library,
7:00 pm. Peter Blodgett, (802) 333-9724.

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

2012 Program Schedule
Peter Sinclair, Program Chair
March 10:
Tom Ledoux – “Navy” – (Tom is the
webmaster for the Vermont in the Civil War web
site and is moving to our area soon.) (Sat.
afternoon)

February 28 -- Book Discussion: America's War: Talking
About the Civil War and Emancipation on Their 150th
Anniversaries anthology edited by Edward L. Ayers. (See see
above for more information.) Led by Eric A. Bye. Hosted by
the Dorset Village Library. Dorset Village Library, 10:00 am.
Barbara Howland, (802) 867-5376.

April 14:
Robert May – “The Lemon Slave
Law – 1859” – (Similar to the Dred Scott case, but
with a different outcome.) (Sat. afternoon – 1 p.m.)

February 7 — The Vermont Civil War Songbook.
Dressed in period costume, singer/researcher Linda Radtke
shares songs from Vermont during the Civil War period,
with engaging commentary and letters from Vermont
soldiers. Seldom-heard songs from the Vermont Historical
Society include the comic but poignant "Grafted into the
Army," "Yankee Robinson at Bull Run," "Neath the Pines of
Vermont" (in which a soldier returns home to die), a
satirical song about Jefferson Davis, and sentimental
ballads from Vermont during the period. Linda Radtke is
joined by pianist Arthur Zorn in this program for all
audiences that brings the Civil War period in Vermont to life
through music and letters. Hosted by the Aldrich Public
Library. Barre, Aldrich Public Library, Milne
Community Room, 6 Washington St, 6:30 pm. John
Thomas Poeton, (802) 476 -5118.

May 8:
Robert Bonner – Subject to be
decided. Either Pre-Civil War History or
Confederate Vice President Alexander Stevens –
(Tues. evening)
June 12:

Open (Tues. evening)

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/

PROGRAM CHAIR
Just a reminder that we are still looking for someone to take
over for our current Program Chair, Peter Sinclair. Peter
has been in this position since September 2006.

Feb. 9. – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH. Camp
members, junior members, SUVCW Auxiliary
members, and guests are welcome! For more
information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic
_blue.html

Peter has a list of speakers who either have asked to speak at
our RT or who need to be asked.
Perhaps someone would like to work with Peter for a while
before taking over the position? That’s what he did for a
while before taking over for David Cross.

Feb. 17– NHCWRT – 6:45 p.m. – Epping Town Hall,
157 Main Street, Epping, NH – Guntis Goncarovs,
author/historian - “The Hunley.” New Hampshire
Civil War Round Table – for more information,
email monocacyus@yahoo.com or check out their
web site at: www.cwrt-nh.org/

If you’re interested, please see Peter at one of our RT
meetings, e-mail him at Peter.R.Sinclair@Dartmouth.EDU
or call him at 802-584-3280.
And…
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Just a reminder that your editor will not be taking meeting
notes after February of this year. If anyone would like to
take the job over from me, please let me know.

Obviously it is best if you can visit the Center, but if that is
not possible, or if you want more after a visit, you can visit the
web site, www.tredegar.org, and explore the opportunities
that are there. The web site also includes information for
teachers who are developing an educational curriculum about
the Civil War.

In A Predicament.
Vermont Phoenix, February 27, 1862.
Late on Saturday evening the police of this village were
called upon to suppress a disturbance at a house of illrepute on Flat-street, occasioned by some of the soldiers of
the 8th Regiment. The police declined to interfere unless
accompanied by some of the proper military authorities.
Accordingly the information was laid before Col. Thomas
who, with suitable guard, proceeded to the aforesaid
establishment and there captured a gay Lieutenant and
sundry privates. The captive officer was ordered to report
himself under arrest and the privates were sent to the guard
house. Two of the privates escaped with one of the women
by secreting themselves in the cellar. It is currently reported
that these arrests were made upon information given by
certain civilians, who had been temporarily supplanted in
the affections of the inmates of this house by the
aforementioned soldiers.

In 2009 the Center co‐sponsored, with the University of
Richmond, a two day symposium, Lincoln and the South, that
included presentations and panel discussions by a number of
prominent Civil War and Lincoln historians. The conference
in Richmond, on the 200th anniversary of Lincoln's birth, was
to discuss Lincoln's relationship with the South before the
war, over the course of the war and how the south has lived
and wrestled with Lincoln's legacy since his assassination.
There are other interesting sights nearby and there is
plenty of parking at the Center. You can use the pedestrian
bridge to cross the James River over to Belle Island where
there was a Union POW camp during the war. There are also
other walks that you can take along the James River and the
old Kanawha Canal, originally founded by George
Washington. Two books that may be of interest are: Hell on
Belle Isle: Diary of a Civil War POW by J. Osborn Coburn and
Ironmaker to the Confederacy by Charles Dew about the
Tredegar iron works.

The American Civil War Center at Historic Tredegar
By John Mudge
Richmond, the capital of the Confederacy, has a number of
Civil War museums and many nearby battlefields that can be
easily visited. The newest museum is the American Civil War
Center at Historic Tredegar that opened in the fall of 2006.
The Center is located at the Tredegar Iron Works down by the
James River. This is an 8.3 acre National Historic Landmark
that is easily accessed from downtown Richmond. The
Richmond National Battlefield Park Civil War Center, operated
by the National Park Service, is also on this site.

I was able to be at the opening and dedication of the Center
in 2006 and have returned several times when doing research
in Richmond. (For lunch, I've often taken a sandwich down
there to be near the rapids in the James River.) I also went
down to Richmond in 2009 to attend the excellent Lincoln
symposium. I strongly recommend a visit for everyone
visiting Richmond and interested in the Civil War.
If planning a visit, check the web site first for hours and
fees. There is a special “joint” fee that includes the American
Civil War Center, the Museum of the Confederacy and
Richmond National Battlefield Park.

The Center is the first museum that seeks to tell the story of
the Civil War from the Union, Confederate, and the African
American perspectives and how the war played a pivotal role
in defining this country. As the web site states, “Here, all of
the main stories, Union, Confederate, and African American‐
get significant space together for the first time. By
understanding these three perspectives on a subject that is
still divisive… we can begin to see the war differently‐ as a
shared national heritage.” As James McPherson said at the
dedication, “These are the stories that all Americans need to
know.”

January Meeting Minutes
A chilly day outside, but the Hotel Coolidge was nice and
warm for the 26 people who attended the meeting.
We had quite a few visitors. Richard Brewster brought
Theodore Fulton and his wife, Rosemary. Mr. Fulton
brought some photos of his great-great grandfather, Archie,
who had served in Co. C as a color corporal of the 155th PA
Infantry. The 155th was at Gettysburg up on Little Round
Top.

The centerpiece of the museum is a 10,000 square foot
exhibit entitled In The Cause of Liberty that has been
acclaimed nationally. After the opening of the exhibit, the
Wall Street Journal wrote, “The center is a model of curatorial
taste, judgment and skill.” In this exhibit, in addition to
historic artifacts that are rotated periodically, there are a
number of interactive programs that allow the visitor to
explore the causes, course and consequences of the war from
three very different perspectives.

Margaret Moore visited again, and Dave Walden from
Atlanta, Georgia attended. Dave is in the process of moving
up to Yankee country.
Our speaker, Robert Sullivan, brought some maps he had
drawn up of Fort Fisher and Cape Fear, North Carolina to
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go along with his talk about the Battle of Fort Fisher. The
battle was on ground a little less than 1 mile long and was
made of sand. At one point there were 60 Union ships
shelling the Fort with 20,000 shots while the Confederates
shot back once every half hour! There were actually “two”
battles. The first one Generals Butler and Porter were in
charge for the Union side, and General Bragg was in charge
for the Confederates. The second battle found Generals
Porter and Terry for the Union and Generals Bragg and
Hoake for the Confederates. This second battle was fought
from January 13 to the 15th in 1865.

and research organizations, experts on Vermont history
topics, heritage animals, fabulous food, 19th-century
children’s games, music, reenactments, a live country
auction, presentations and authors make this country fair
dedicated to our state’s heritage.
Half-price admission is offered for those in period dress as
well as special pricing for families. Advance discounted
tickets are available for Vermont Historical Society
members. Please contact Tess Taylor at (802) 479-8505 for
more information or look online
at www.vermonthistory.org/expo.

If anyone is interested in finding out more about these
battles, there are two books Rob would recommend:
“Confederate Goliath – the Battle of Fort Fisher” by Rod
Gragg and “Rebel Gilbralter: Fort Fisher and Wilmington,
C.S.A.” by James L. Walker.

The Vermont Historical Society is a nonprofit organization
that operates the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier,
the Leahy Library in Barre, and programming throughout
the state. Established in 1838, its purpose is to reach a
broad audience through outstanding collections and
statewide outreach. The Vermont Historical Society believes
that an understanding of the past changes lives and builds
better communities. Visit the Society’s website
at www.vermonthistory.org.

Rob also suggests we check out the Cape Fear Civil War
Round Table web site at: http://www.cfcwrt.com/
We had a great discussion after his presentation.
Mr. Brewster brought a wonderful Civil War diorama which
he displayed. Most of the pieces he had made himself.

CIVIL WAR MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
Tom McKenna sent the following list of the number of MOH
recipients during and after the Civil War. We thought
members might enjoy seeing this list which was given to
Tom back in 1996 by Ray Collins, a member of the Medal of
Honor Historical Society in Alexandria, VA. This list goes to
1917.

Our raffle winners were Whitney Maxfield, Laura Ward,
Alice Evans, Bob Coburn, Peter Sinclair, and Tony Gow.

SmartPhones, IPhones, Pagers, et al
As modern technology creeps its way into the
Upper Valley please remember to set your new
fangled devices to vibrate during our
gatherings. Doing so will allow you to respond
to calls and messages as needed without
waking up the person sitting next to you!
Many thanks!

1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1882
1883
1884
1886
1887
1888

Vermont History Expo
"Vermont in the Civil War."
Tunbridge, VT – The Vermont Historical Society returns to
the Tunbridge World’s Fairgrounds with the Vermont
History Expo on June 16 and 17, 2012. A unique country
history fair, the Vermont History Expo features workshops,
crafters, musicians, authors, local Vermont historical
societies and museums, reenactors, and many more
opportunities to step back in time. Now an every-other-year
event, and this year’s theme is Vermont in the Civil War.
Tess Taylor, Director of Education and Public
Programming, says, “6,000 past participants can’t be
wrong! The History Expo is down-home fun whether you
are 8 or 88.” The Expo is a popular two-day event that
showcases stories and exhibits from our local Vermont
historical societies and museums. Added to that are
offerings from cultural heritage organizations, genealogy

19
97
257
15
7
3
9
3
2
3
2
1
1
3
3
4
1
2
4
3
10
8

1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1911
1914
1917
TOTAL:

And…
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8
23
40
68
65
128
64
91
120
63
26
9
1
4
4
2
4
4
2
1
3
3
1195

CIVIL WAR CAMPAIGN MEDAL
(ARMY)
Service:
Instituted:
Dates:
Criteria:

January’s Treasurer’s Report
By Gail Blake

Army
1905
1861 – 1866
Active Federal service
between April, 1861
and April, 1865 or service
Texas between
April, 1861 and August,
1866.

Starting Balance:
$2450.90
Donation to William Scott Camp SUV: $100
Newsletter and stamps: $29.25
Speaker expenses: $85.00

CIVIL WAR SERVICE MEDAL
(NAVY)
• Service:
Instituted:
Dates:
Criteria:

•

Dinner: $389

Navy
1908
1861 – 1865
Active service in the Union
Navy between
April, 1861 and April, 1865.

Deposit: Dues, raffle, lunch: $510
Balance: $2357.65

A separate reverse was issued for the
Marine Corps

Reference: MILITARY MEDALS OF THE
UNITED STATES by COL Frank Foster &
Lawrence Borts
7th edition, Page 60

2012
GREEN MOUNTAIN CIVIL WAR
ROUNDTABLE
BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY
MAY 10 – 14, 2012

CIVIL WAR MEDALS 1861 - 1865
“The Civil War saw the first United States
military decorations. The Navy Medal of Honor
arose from a public resolution signed into law by
President Lincoln on 21 December 1861. …… The
Army Medal of Honor was established …….July 12,
1862 with an effective date of April 15, 1861.

Join us as we explore the history of Harpers Ferry WV and
the battlefields of South Mountain and Antietam. Our guide
will be T. Jeff Driscoll; Jeff is currently working as a guide
at Harpers Ferry and has also worked at Gettysburg and
Antietam National Battlefield Parks. In Harpers Ferry we
will visit Bolivar Heights, the Chambers/ Murphy Farm and
will learn the history of Harpers Ferry from “soup to nuts!”
Our visit to South Mountain will take us to Turner’s Gap,
Fox’s Gap, Crampton’s Gap, Burkittsville, and Turner’s
Gap. Our time in Antietam will include stops at Burnside’s
Bridge, the Pry House, and the National Cemetery. Other
highlights of the tour will include dinner entertainment by
living historian Rick Garland, a trip the Kennedy Farm, and
more.
The cost of the trip will be in the range of $525 per person,
based on double occupancy. Single rooms will be available
at an additional cost. Pricing is based on thirty people, so
the final cost will be adjusted accordingly. Included in the
trip cost is RT motorcoach transportation via Premier Coach
from WRJct VT, four nights lodging at the Ramada Plaza in
Hagerstown MD, breakfast each day, three lunches, three
dinners, all guide and admission fees, driver gratuity,
information packet, on board refreshments and more. I am
considering adding an optional, oar assisted rafting trip to
our Harpers Ferry visit, if we have enough folks interested I

Union Officers began creating unit medals
as early as 1862 ……
Following the Civil War ……. The Grand
Army of the Republic reunion medals began to so
closely resemble the Medal of Honor that Congress
was eventually forced to change the Medal of Honor
and patent its new design.
In 1905 President Roosevelt authorized
campaign medals retroactive to the Civil War. ……
The original Army campaign medal had a red, white
and blue ribbon which was changed in 1913 to
match the Navy and Marine Corps Civil War Medal
blue and gray ribbon design.”
Page 9, above reference.
(The above information came from John Spencer,
a friend of Peter Sinclair’s in Australia.)
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will gladly make arrangements with the rafting company,
the price for that will be about $50 per person.
Recommended readings for this year’s trip are: Landscape
Turned Red, by Stephen Sears, Battle of South
Mountain, by John Hoptak, and any article(s) you can find
on Harpers Ferry, John Brown, the Kennedy Farm, etc.
A $75 per person deposit is required; deposit is 50%
refundable if you cancel, 100% refundable if the trip is
cancelled. Checks should be made payable to the Green
Mountain Civil War Roundtable and mailed to: Gail Blake,
55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001. If you have any
questions or suggestions please contact Gail at
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. All are welcome,
regardless of level of knowledge, so please tell all of your
friends, we welcome and enjoy making new friends!

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2012— March 2013 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________
Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail address:______________________

MORE THAN 12,000 TROOPS SURRENDERED
AT THE BATTLE OF FORT DONELSON,
TENNESSEE, IN FEBRUARY 1862.

__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

JUST A REMINDER:
MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE
IN MARCH

Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___

Dues are payable to: GMCWRT, P.O. Box 982, White River
Junction, VT 05001

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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