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“The Vermont Brigade in the Peninsula
Campaign of 1862”

STEVEN E. SODERGREN, Ph.D.
“THE VERMONT BRIGADE IN THE
PENINSULA CAMPAIGN OF 1862”
SATURDAY, FEB. 9, 2013
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT
12:00 P.M. Social Hour
12:30 Buffet Dinner
1:00-1:15 Business Meeting
1:30 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, Feb. 8. Cost per person for the buffet dinner is
$18.00. For the meeting and program only, there is a
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for nonmembers. For reservations please contact Gail Blake
at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
HOT DISH/SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES

Being organized in October 1861, the Vermont Brigade
would go on to greatness in the Virginia campaigns of 1863
and 1864, but its first experience with Civil War combat
occurred in the spring of 1862 as it joined the Army of the
Potomac for General George McClellan’s advance up the
peninsula towards Richmond. Along the way, the
Vermonters would discover their first test of battle at places
like Dam #1, Williamsburg, and Savage’s Station, lesser
known battles that would prove to be tremendously
significant for the growth of the Vermont Brigade as a
cohesive fighting unit. At the Battles of Dam #1 and Lee’s
Mill on April 16, 1862, Vermont men would earn 3 Medals
of Honor and one man, William Scott, would give rise to the
legend of the “Sleeping Sentinel.” At Savage’s Station two
months later, Vermont regiments would launch a
counterattack against advancing Confederates and suffer
terrible casualties that served as an awful foreshadowing of
the losses seen by Vermont regiments two years later at the
Battle of the Wilderness.
This presentation will outline the major contributions the
Vermont Brigade made to the Peninsula Campaign of 1862
and assess the impact that the campaign had on the men on
the unit. Using sources from the participants, images from
the war era and modern day photographs of the preserved
battlefields, this presentation will provide an idea of the
challenges faced by the Vermonters who battled their way
towards Richmond in 1862.
(Dr. Sodergren is an Associate Professor of History at
Norwich University.)
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notorious stories documented in the exhibit are the exploits
of carpetbagger Marshal Harvey Twitchell, a daring Union
soldier who served in the Vermont Brigade.
Photography, a relatively new technology in 1861,
realistically showed for the first time the drudgery and
horrors of war to the people at home. George Houghton
traveled from Brattleboro to photograph the Vermont
troops in Virginia. A selection of Houghton’s photographs
on exhibit will include panoramic images of the military
encampment as well as close-up shots of individuals around
the camp.
Visitors to the Vermont History Center can learn
firsthand about the service and sacrifice of Vermont citizens
from this new exhibit. Admission for all three Vermont
Heritage Galleries is free until December 31, 2012. Call
(802) 479-8500 or go online: www.vermonthistory.org.

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:
Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

2013 Program Schedule
March 9
Catherine Wright – Curator of the
Museum of the Confederacy – “Lee’s Last Casualty:
The Life and Letters of Sgt. Robert Parker, 2nd
Virginia Cavalry.”

The Abolitionists: Hear the Panelists!

April 13
Steve Floyd – NHCWRT –
“Memorials at Gettysburg.”

Tuesday, February 5th at 7:00pm at the Vermont History
Center, 60 Washington Street, Barre, VT

May 14
Robert Sullivan – “Copperheads –
The Opposition to the War in the Northern States”
– (This was previously scheduled for Jan. 2013.)

We will be hosting a screening of excerpts from the new PBS
miniseries “The Abolitionists,” which offers an overview of
the national abolitionist movement in the decades leading to
the Civil War through the lives of five major historical
figures (Frederic Douglass, William Lloyd Garrison, John
Brown, Angelina Grimke, and Harriet Beecher Stowe).

June 11
Howard Coffin – “New book on
Vermont towns related to the Civil War.”

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings

A panel of historians (Jane Williamson, Ray Zirblis, and Lyn
Blackwell) will conduct a lively discussion about the
abolition movement in Vermont, placing our state in a
national context.

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/

This is a free event. For more information, please contact
Amanda Gustin at (802) 828-2180.
The screening is provided by and in partnership with
Vermont Public Television.

News from the 18th Vermont Regiment

Vermont Historical Society and Museum, 60
Washington Street, Barre, VT 05641 julie.nelson@state.vt.us (802) 479-8519

The 18th Vermontt Regiment will be sponsoring a mid-sized
event July 19-21, 2013, in Burlington, Vermont, welcoming
back the heroes of Gettysburg just two weeks after the 13th
Vermont Regiment fought with distinction in the critical
battle. I'm organizing a full weekend of activities centered
on the dedication of a new historical marker in City Park
with an evening of Irish music, theater, and talks in the City
Hall auditorium. Anyone who would like to get involved in
helping to organize, promote, and present this event is
encouraged to contact William L. McKone, President of the
18th VT Regiment
Box 460
Jeffersonville, VT 05464
(802) 644-2433

The Vermont Historical Society announces the opening of
the third exhibit at the Vermont Heritage Galleries:
Service & Sacrifice: Vermont’s Civil War
Generation.
Artifacts, documents and photographs throughout
the exhibit tell the story of individual Vermonters during
and after the war. On display for the first time since its
acquisition, will be a scene from the Grand Panorama of
the late War, a 6-foot by 150-foot long painting by Charles
Andrus in the 1890s depicting ten scenes from the Civil
War.
Also featured will be a selection of Civil War flags
from the State of Vermont’s collection. These iconic, strong
symbols for the soldiers will be rotated onto display
throughout the course of the exhibit. One of the most

pres18vt@stoweaccess.com
New York Historical Society - John Rogers 18291904. There is an exhibit of his famous plaster of Paris
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statues, known as the Rogers Groups which were sold in
tens of thousands for about $15 each in the late 19th
century. There were 80 of these groups which included
several Civil War scenes. The exhibit is at the New York
Historical Society in New York City and is on until
February 18.

call as soon as I can.

Minutes of our January Meeting
By Peter Sinclair
Jack Anderson jumped into the breach and gave us
a very interesting talk about the Civil War collections at the
Woodstock Historical Society and the research he has done
on the individuals involved. It was great to have him and
Dee back at our meetings. He called the talk 'From Big
Bethel to Appomattox' since Woodstock soldiers were
involved in the war all the way through, and this is
enscribed on the Woodstock monument at Tribou Park.
244 went to the war from that town, according to
Pecks Revised Roster, which made up 10 % of the town's
population. Of particular interest in the Society's collection
are letters written to George H. Mellish, who survived the
war, by his mother. Such letters from home are rare.
Woodstock's George Pratt of the 6th VT was killed
at Spotsylvania, May 10,1864. Erskine Woodward's father
owned a woolen mill in town that still exists. He was in the
1st Vermont Infantry Regiment then re-enlisted in the
Regular Army. The museum has his dress sword. Samuel
Hastings of Co C, 6th VT was wounded several times. Jack
found he was buried in Bridgewater Cemetery from the Tom
Ledoux Vermont in the Civil War website.
There were 152 African American Vermonters in the
war, 10 of these from Woodstock. Several are buried in the
River Street Cemetery including Henry Park of the 54th MA
Regiment. The museum holds artifacts and uniform of
Richard Seaver, Thomas' brother, who was in the 1st VT and
later in 1st VT Cavalry, captured and held in Hagerstown,
West VA. He escaped by some kind of trickery and Jeanette
told us she is related by marriage to him and had heard of
this story.
The museum has a beautiful crazy quilt started by a
young woman whose fiance did not return, so she gave up
working on it till years later. Later she finished it using silk
from wedding gowns. The maker never married. Jack
showed a very interesting list of items made for the Sanitary
Commission in 1863 including 131 sheets, 285 pairs of
socks, 64 dressing gowns, 4 gallons of pickled cabbage, 52
lbs. of dried apples.
Among town documents shown was a motion
approving covering expenses of soldiers' families and also
uniforms for soldiers.
Jack encouraged us to see these items on display
including a lot of material not described above in their
museum, The Dana House, located at 26 Elm St in
Woodstock. If you want to visit, call ahead as the Museum is
closed for the season.
Also:
We were shy one person from our 20 quota for
lunch. Thanks to Jack for paying for both his and Dee’s
lunch. It was great having Dee visit with us. Altogether we
had 24 people.
Our raffle winners were: Brian Smith, Dave Curtin,
Bob Coburn, Whitney Maxfield, John Mudge, Pat Wheatley,
Alice Evans and Alan Cheever.

Lincoln Statue - In the Valley News January 22 there
was an item about the Lincoln statue at the Vermont State
House which needs cleaning and refurbishing. Howard
Coffin was there asking a committee of the legislature to
fund this. The statue is by Larkin Goldsmith Mead. He won
a competition to be commissioned to create works for the
Lincoln tomb in Springfield, IL, and the Vermont piece was
a model for a larger statue in bronze that Mead created for
the Springfield site. The piece was given to the State House
by Mead's widow after he died in 1911. Mead also did the
statue of Agriculture that sits on top of the dome of the State
House and the statue of Ethan Allen that is there.
(Thanks to Peter Sinclair for sending along the above two
items.)

RT TRIP 2013
TO GETTYSBURG!
MAY 2-6
Our 2013 journey will be to Gettysburg. Dates are
May 2nd to the 6th, which is a week earlier than our usual
time frame. Gettysburg will be very busy this coming year
with sesquicentennial events, tourism is slated to be at an
all time high, and our trip was planned with this in mind,
hence the change in dates, which saved us considerable cost
for lodging.
Our Premiere Coach has been reserved, Bob has
been requested as our driver, and our hotel rooms have
been booked. We will be staying at the Comfort Suites,
located on Baltimore Pike. I am currently working on our
itinerary which will include (I hope), a much anticipated
tour of Lee's Retreat from Gettysburg, a tour of the many
churches in Gettysburg, which comes highly recommended,
and I am hoping that we will spend some time walking in
the footsteps of the Iron Brigade. I have several other
things in the works, but nothing definitive at this point.
Also considering a visit to the National CW Museum in
Harrisburg on our way into Gettysburg.
Cost for the trip looks to be around $625 per
person, based on double occupancy and will include RT
motorcoach transportation from WRJct, 4 nights lodging,
all guide and admission fees, most meals, refreshments, and
an information packet. I have based the pricing on 35
people, so costs could fluctuate a bit. I will keep you
apprised on that. Single rooms will be available at an
additional cost.
A deposit of $75 per person is required, deposits are
100% refundable if the trip is cancelled and 50% refundable
if you cancel. Checks can be made payable to GMCWRT and
mailed to me at: Gail Blake, 55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT
05001. Any questions, concerns, suggestions? Email me at
auntis@comcast.net or call 802-296-2919. I am not
home very often but if you leave a message I will return your

3

Dr. David Cross

Caledonian
February 6, 1863

Your newsletter editor heard from Dr. Cross recently. He
has moved from Vermont to Glade Hill, Virginia at Smith
Mountain Lake (just east of Roanoke and the Blue Ridge
Mountains.) This part of Virginia is certainly a beautiful
area. Our RT members who have been around for a while
remember Dr. Cross as being our wonderful Program Chair
for a number of years.

Letter from a Hospital.
U.S. GEN. HOSPITAL, BRATTLEBORO – February 2, 1863
MR. EDITOR: As nearly every town in the eastern part of
the state is now represented in this hospital, a few words in
relation to matters here might be of general interest. There
are already some 250 patients and convalescents here from
the South, and more expected soon, and it must be
gratifying to friends at home to know that the sons of
Vermont can have comfortable quarters and good
treatment, in their own state and within visiting distance of
those who love them. Already have friends come from the
most distant parts of the state to see them. The location of
general hospitals in each state, proposed to the general
convention, by the governors of the loyal states, at their
meeting last September, must be considered a philanthropic
plan, and although our state is not quite prepared to receive
all who would like to enjoy the benefit of the plan, yet all
who have returned to the state have been comfortably
provided for in this hospital and barracks, and at
Burlington. The original hospital building here, cheap,
warm, well ventilated, built at the west of the camp ground
by the state since last Sept., and now assumed and outfitted
by the General Government, is filled with 100 of the sickest
and wounded, while the barracks and officer’s quarters, of
one of the regiments, in all 25 buildings, already moved
near to the main hospital and rapidly being plastered and
finished, by the state government, will afford good and
pleasant accommodations for 400 when the ladies and
other benevolent persons, shall have furnished the
necessary beds and bedding. The personal supervision and
interest manifested by our Governor and the energy and
perseverance of Dr. Phelps, should only be met by the
charitable of the state with the same spirit of benevolence.
Those in your vicinity will be glad to learn that Dr. Story N.
Goss, formerly of Waterford, is assistant surgeon, and does
the prescribing for the patients, occasionally advised by Dr.
Phelps, and I think all can be assured of the very best of
medical treatment, judging by the past, for the 25 pretty sick
boys, left here when the regiments went off, only one died,
and some recovered which I think would not if they had
been at home. Only one has died of the many quick sick,
lately from the south. From my own experience, I think the
generally entertained dread of going into hospital for
treatment, is without just cause in most cases. We have
good cooks, who prepare better food, (so the sick and
wounded say) than they do south, and nurses more careful
and faithful; and although in such an establishment
everything may not be as everybody would like, yet I think
the general intention and management is good.
We shall all hail the day when war shall cease and a
righteous peace send us all to our homes, but till then let all
try to do, by one means or another, what they can to
establish liberty and relieve humanity.
D.

Sgt. Mac Foundation
Gettysburg, PA
December 6, 2012
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
Dear Round Table Members:
Thank-you very much for your very generous
donation of $100.00 to the SgtMac Foundation’s National
Wreath Project. With your assistance, we will be able to
continue our efforts to place wreaths on Veteran’s graves at
Gettysburg and Quantico National Cemeteries as we have
for the past six years.
Last December we placed over 5,500 wreaths as
follows: 1,620 wreaths on graves at Gettysburg and 3,90 in
Quantico. With your support, we were able to accomplish
this goal. If you have any ideas or sponsors for this project
– please feel free to contact me anytime. Please go to
www.sgtmac.org for more details and photos of the National
Wreath Project.
Thank-you again for your support.
Best regards,
Stan Clark
Board of Directors
Sgt. Mac Foundation
scmb@earthlink.net
Stan Clark also hand wrote the following:
Hello – Thank-you very much for your support. This year
was a great success. We placed 7,000 wreaths total. Best
wishes for a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year. Best
Regards – Stan
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THE TENTH REGIMENT
HARDSHIPS OF SOLDIERING

Vermont Artifact for Sale
Freeman E. Hodge
3rd Vermont

A private letter from an officer in the 10th, whose
name it will be unnecessary to mention, gives among other
things a pretty vivid account of the “hardships” of war. He
writes: “Perhaps you think I did not hear from you in a few
weeks since, but you are mistaken,--Perhaps you think I am
as poor long legged, lank and hungry as when you last saw
me, but you are deluded. May be that the sufferings of the
army for the defense of Washington and the Potomac
plantations don’t agree with me, if so ask Col. ---- with
whom I dine nearly every day.
But here I am at the mouth of the Monocacy river in
the state of Maryland, with three companies guarding
Hauling ford, and all I can get to eat is roast turkey, duck,
goose, chicken, pig, boiled ham, mutton legs, pea-hen,
interspersed with tomatoes, currant jelly, grapes, cranberry
and apple-sauce, including pies, cakes, apple-toddy, two
pianos and ladies to match! Isn’t these hardships, tough?
Our regiment left Orfutt’s Cross Roads Dec. 21,
marching 18 miles to Poolesville. The regiment is now
divided into three detachments. The center, or
headquarters, commanded by the Lt-Colonel, consisting of
four companies, is at White’s Ford. This is the ford where
most of Jackson’s forces crossed. The left wing of three
companies, is commanded by Major Chandler, and is at
Conrad’s Ferry, which is nearly opposite Ball’s Bluff. The
right wing, of three co’s under command of Capt. E. B.
Frost, is at the mouth of the Monocacy, where the rebels
tried to blow up the long, aqueduct bridge.
The health of the regiment is now good. Lieut. M.
Hopkins of Co. A, died Jan. 21, of typhoid fever. Orderly
Thompson is promoted to fill his place. E. P. Farr has also
been promoted to a second lieutenancy.—Pearl D. Blodgett
is now captain of Co. E.
Lieut. Samuel Darrah is now the acting adjutant of
the 10th regiment, Lieut. Wyllys Lyman now acting as
assistant adjutant general.

I have a Civil War period leather folding wallet signed in two
places in ink by Freeman E. Hodge of the 3rd Vt , with four
letters dated; October 20, 1861 from Camp Griffin;
November 6, 1861 from Camp Griffin; November 17, 1861
from Camp Griffin; May 27, 1862 "Camp Near
Chickohominy Creek"; and May 31, 1862 "Camp Near Cool
( Cold) Harbor Va". All of these letters are addressed as
being in Company K 3rd Vt. The stationery is decorated
with patriotic images. I also have an old obituary with a
GAR photo of him which discloses that he was "tent mate"
to William Scott, the famous "sleeping sentinel"of Camp
Griffin, who was sentenced to be shot for sleeping on guard
duty, and whom Lincoln personally pardoned.
Unfortunately much of the narrative in the article is
missing. His later years and cause of death are gone. I can
send pdfs of the pieces if you like. I am selling these, and
thought to go to you and your member readers, because
they are from Griffin and because of his unique connection
with Pvt Scott.
They come in an archival box, with research paperwork. I
am asking $750, which is what I paid for them 6 or 7 years
ago. Also with them I will include a copy of the Green
Mountain Gazette which has news from camp and a full
report of the skirmish at Lewinsville.
Kind regards,
Guy Schum
President, Creative Director | Schum & Associates | 1438
Cedar Avenue, McLean, VA 22101
T 703.448.8150 ext. 207 | F 703.448.8479
| guy@schum.com | http://schum.com

“Shouts & Whispers”

New Hampshire Patriot
Concord, NH
February 4, 1863

Dear Sirs:
My mother recently edited and published a book
entitled "Shouts & Whispers" . This painstaking work is a
transcription of letters from her great grandfather to his
wife as he served in the Union army during the American
Civil War. The soldier, D.D. Priest, was in the Vermont 2nd
Company I from Bull Run in 1861 through Spotsylvania
where he was wounded in 1864.
This book is a must read for the Civil War buff and
just a good, effortless read in general. This man intended
for the letters to be saved and makes many references to
people, places, and things during the war that make it come
alive. There are eighty letters.
My mother, Nancy D. Wilson has a M.A. in English
from the College of St. Rose. The letters were handed down
from her mother and she still is in possession of the
originals. Those interested in "primary source" material will
not be disappointed.
Nancy is a native Vermonter and graduate of

DESERTERS.--The U.S. Marshal has published a partial
list of deserters from the N.H. Regiments, embracing about
500 names. It is stated that about 150 have been returned.
It is also stated that over 35,000 deserters in all have been
returned to the army, and that there are now 65,000 still
missing. It is also stated that desertion is rapidly
increasing. The Boston Herald's correspondent says:-The number of deserters is increasing fearfully, and there is
not doubt that, as the men are paid off, those who are "sick
and tired" of the service will do as they threaten-skedaddle. It is better that this evil should be understood in
all its magnitude, and measures be taken to provide against
it, than that the country should be kept in ignorance of the
facts.

5

U.V.M. class of '59.
Her motive for publishing was not profit, however,
there is a cost of publication. The book is available on
Amazon for a reasonable price of $20.00.
ISBN-13
URL 978-1475041040

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2013— March 2014 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Whatever method you use to acquire new material can be
accommodated. Will ship direct as Princeton, Harvard, The
University of Vermont, and well.
Contact me: Charles Wilson Phone
518.648.0324 cedarriv@frontiernet.net or my mother:
Nancy Wilson 518.793.9472 nwilson@nycap.rr.com

Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail address:______________________

Treasurer's Report
Gail Blake

__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

Starting balance: $1967.61
Deposits: (lunch, raffle, dues from December and January).
$836
Expenses:
CW News publicity: $20
Hotel Coolidge (December and January) $682
Speaker expenses (December) $33
Newsletter and postage (December and January) $63.20
Ending Balance: $2005.41

Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___

Dues are payable to: GMCWRT, P.O. Box 982, White River
Junction, VT 05001.
PLEASE NOTE: UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE,
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER
JCT., VT 05001.

Thanks to Jack and Dee for declining the offer of
complimentary lunches for speaker and guest! Thanks also
to Edna for sitting in for me once again.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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