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“The Vermont Brigade in the Peninsula
Campaign of 1862”

STEVEN E. SODERGREN, Ph.D.
“THE VERMONT BRIGADE IN THE
PENINSULA CAMPAIGN OF 1862”
SATURDAY, FEB. 8, 2014
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT
12 Noon Social Hour
12:30 Buffet Lunch
1:00-1:15 Business Meeting
1:15 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, Feb. 7. Cost per person for the meal is $16.75.
For the meeting and program only, there is a $4.00
charge for members and $6.00 charge for nonmembers. For reservations please contact Gail
Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
COLD SALAD/SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES

	
  
February 2014

Being organized in October 1861, the Vermont Brigade
would go on to greatness in the Virginia campaigns of 1863
and 1864, but its first experience with Civil War combat
occurred in the spring of 1862 as it joined the Army of the
Potomac for General George McClellan’s advance up the
peninsula towards Richmond. Along the way, the
Vermonters would discover their first test of battle at places
like Dam #1, Williamsburg, and Savage’s Station, lesser
known battles that would prove to be tremendously
significant for the growth of the Vermont Brigade as a
cohesive fighting unit. At the Battles of Dam #1 and Lee’s
Mill on April 16, 1862, Vermont men would earn 3 Medals
of Honor and one man, William Scott, would give rise to the
legend of the “Sleeping Sentinel.” At Savage’s Station two
months later, Vermont regiments would launch a
counterattack against advancing Confederates and suffer
terrible casualties that served as an awful foreshadowing of
the losses seen by Vermont regiments two years later at the
Battle of the Wilderness.
This presentation will outline the major contributions the
Vermont Brigade made to the Peninsula Campaign of 1862
and assess the impact that the campaign had on the men on
the unit. Using sources from the participants, images from
the war era and modern day photographs of the preserved
battlefields, this presentation will provide an idea of the
challenges faced by the Vermonters who battled their way
towards Richmond in 1862.
(Dr. Sodergren is an Associate Professor of History at
Norwich University.)
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include March by Geraldine Brooks, Crossroads of
Freedom, Antietam by James McPherson, and America's
War: Talking About the Civil War and Emancipation on
Their 150th Anniversaries, edited by Edward L Ayers.

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:

Making Sense of the Civil War is funded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities as part of its We the People
Initiative, which promotes scholarship, teaching, and
learning about American history and culture. Additional
funding is provided by the New Hampshire Abraham
Lincoln Bicentennial Commission and the New Hampshire
Charitable Foundation.

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

2014 Program Schedule

The series will begin on Wednesday, February 5 and will
continue on February 19, March 5 and 19, and April 2.
Suzanne Brown, Dartmouth College, will facilitate the
discussions, which will take place at 6 p.m. Books will be
available to borrow from the Lebanon Public Library. Space
is limited and preregistration is required.

March 8 – Saturday – Alan Brunelle – “Barksdale’s
Brigade”
April 12 - Saturday - Wayne Motts, CEO,
Harrisburg, PA,
Civil War Museum
May 13 – Tuesday evening – Professor Leslie Butler
- “Lincoln as Communicator-in-Chief.”

Register by calling Amy Lappin at 448-2459.

June 10 - Dr. Carrie Brown, “Arming the Union:
Vermont Gunmakers and the Technology that
Shaped America”

February 10 — Lincoln and Vermont. Beginning with
Lincoln’s preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, and
continuing through to the consecration of the National
Soldiers Cemetery at Gettysburg, historian Howard Coffin
traces how Lincoln’s leadership of the Federal war effort
and his political canniness shaped the relationship between
the president and Vermont, a state Lincoln admired though
never visited. Hosted by the Milton Public Library. Milton
Public Library, 39 Bombardier Rd, 6:30 pm.
MaryBeth Peterson, (802) 893-4644.

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/

2014 GMCWRT JOURNEY TO THE
WILDERNESS
May 1-5, 2014
Join us as we travel to the Wilderness for the 150th
Anniversary of this pivotal battle. We will tour the
battlefield, spend a day at the reenactment, visit historic
Fredericksburg VA, White Oak Museum, Monticello, and
tour the beautiful and historic campus of the University of
Virginia. Cost per person will be approximately $610, for
those who desire single accommodations there will be an
additional $185 charge. Cost includes RT motorcoach
transportation from WRJct VT, four nights lodging at the
Wytestone Suites in Fredericksburg VA, most meals, all
admission fees, gratuities, refreshments and information
packet. Deposits are $75 per person, fully refundable if the
trip is cancelled, 50% refundable if you cancel. Final
payment will be due by April 16, 2014. Checks should be
made payable to GMCWRT and mailed to me, Gail Blake, 55
Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001. Any questions, call 802296-2919 or email auntis@comcast.net. Please join us!

New Hampshire Historical Society
Soldiers, Sailors, Slaves and Ships: The Civil War
Photographs of Henry P. Moore (through March 31,
2014)
This exhibition of Civil War photographs vividly depict
soldiers from New Hampshire and the world they
encountered in the South. Location: 30 Park Street,
Concord, NH - Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission: Free Contact: 603/228-6688

Making Sense of the Civil War series in
Lebanon, NH
The Lebanon Public Library will host a book discussion
series on the lasting historical, social and cultural impacts of
the Civil War. The series, Making Sense of the Civil War,
was created by the National Endowment for the
Humanities.
Books in the series will be available though the library and
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It was a war that included death and suffering on the homefront as well as on the battlefields. In the course of his
research, Mike has been able to take advantage of previously
unpublished letters and diaries that he has located in
libraries and private collections, both in New Hampshire
and out-of-state. Much more about Mike’s books may be
found at his web site, www.our-war.com. Hopefully Mike
will be able to return to the Round Table for a meeting when
the driving is better and share his work with a larger group.

Civil War Book of Days
Weekly E-mails Marking What Happened Each
Week in the Civil War
http://www.vermonthumanities.org/WhatWeDo/C
ivilWarat150Years/CivilWarBookofDays/tabid/226
/Default.aspx

ROUND-TABLE MINUTES 1/11/2014
BY JOHN MUDGE

(Thanks so much to John for doing ALL the work at the
meeting, including these great Minutes! It was very much
appreciated.)

The January 2014 meeting was somewhat different
than other meetings because Mother Nature had plans for
that day that no one else had anticipated. January 11th was a
very wintry day in the Upper Valley with rain and sleet at
different times of the morning and afternoon. While the
primary roads were barely passable with a build-up of ice,
back roads and private driveways were perfectly
treacherous, and e-mails and phone calls during the
morning hours all questioned whether the meeting should
be held. I spoke with Ginny Gage by cell phone as I was
driving past the Hanover Golf Course, slowly proceeding
towards White River Junction. Ginny gave me a long list of
cancellations, but as I was driving, I was unable to note
them down. Upon arrival at the Coolidge Hotel a small
group of intrepid Round Table participants, including the
speaker, Mike Pride and his wife, who had come up from
Concord, was gathered in the Vermont Room, all wondering
how the meeting should proceed. With the speaker present
and the luncheon prepared, we had a “Rectangle Table”
meeting with nine of us dining at one table and a tenth
joining later for the speaker’s presentation. There was no
raffle for two reasons—first there were no books to be
raffled and second, even if there had been books to raffle, it
would have been a situation where everyone present would
have taken home several books. (In the confusion, one
person may have been given me money for raffle tickets,
and weather permitting, we can figure that out in
February.)

Mike Pride’s Blog:
http://ourwarmikepride.blogspot.com/2014/01/life-isvaluable-sacrifice-but-not-too.html

Caledonian, St. Johnsbury, VT – February 26,
1864
The Ninth Vermont.
A letter of Lieut. Peck’s to his family gives some additional
information in regard to the conduct of the Ninth in the late
action.
“We fought the enemy Tuesday and the same night
marched 23 miles, next morning lay in the trenches, where
we stayed two days and nights, came here (Newport
Barracks) day before yesterday, fell back same night, last
night came back again. The boys lost everything except
what they had on. Lieut. Botton was wounded in the early
part of the action, leaving the command of the company to
me. I lost from my company one man killed, two or three
wounded and several taken prisoners, total 1 killed and 5
missing. .. We buried our boy who was shot this morning.
His name was Peter Osier—a fine looking little fellow only
18 years old and a new recruit. He died fighting bravely. I
was very near him when he fell. The rebels stripped him of
everything but his shirt and drawers, I found him on our
return to this place…Dr. Carpenter was with us through it
all. Quartermaster Sawyer too. The Quartermaster has
been detailed again on Gen. Wistar’s staff. Our recruits
fought well. The first day they got their guns they had to use
them. As a general thing they are a fine set of men.

Our speaker was Mike Pride, former editor of both the
Concord Monitor and the Lebanon Valley News and author
and co-author of several books about New Hampshire and
the Civil War. Mike spoke to the Round Table about four
years ago and began his January 2014 presentation by
telling us about his drive home to Concord after that talk.
Mike fell asleep while driving down I-89, and the car
crashed off the highway over an embankment. Mike had
only a minor cut on his hand but the car was totaled. This
year Mike safely returned to Concord, but it was a slower
than normal trip through torrential rains and lightning.

WHISKEY.—The whiskey dealers have brought or bought
the House over to their side at last, as well as the Senate;
and both branches have voted not to tax the stock of
whiskey now on hand, and this notwithstanding the
assertion that it would put ten million dollars into the
treasury, and the absence of it will not save that amount to
the people, but put it directly into the pockets of the whiskey
speculators. A few days ago it was decided that government
cannot afford to do justice to the negro soldiers and make
up to them their back pay at the rate paid to white soldiers,
because of the great demand it would make on the
treasury—say $1,500-000. Does the fact that the whiskey

Mike’s new book, Our War, published by the Concord
Monitor in 2012, is a collection of fifty stories about “small”
incidents or episodes during the Civil War that affected both
the home front and the soldiers at war. Mike talked about
Elmer Bragg of the Ninth New Hampshire and quoted from
different letters and a diary that Bragg wrote. As Mike
showed us, the Civil War was more than Generals and
officers commanding different armies on many battlefields.
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dealers can command votes, and the negroes not, explain
the favor to the one and the injustice to the other?—
Springfield Republican.

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
Erastus W. Jewett, Lieutenant, Co. A, 9th
Vermont Infantry. Received his MOH at the
Battle of Newport Barracks, NC, Feb. 2, 1864.
Citation: By long and persistent resistance
and burning the bridges kept a superior force
of the enemy at a distance and thus covered
the retreat of the garrison.

Treasurer’s Report
Gail Blake
Starting Balance: $1778.52
Deposits: $170.25
Expenses:
Hotel Coolidge (November and December) : $1,065.71
Lebanon CW Cemetery Project: $276.00
Civil War News publicity: $20.00
Speaker Expenses (December and January): $160.00
Newsletter (November and December): $49.70
Balance: $377.36

Josiah O. Livingston, 1st Lieutenant and
Adjustant, 9th Vermont Infantry. Received his
MOH at the Battle of Newport Barracks, NC,
February 2, 1864. Citation: When, after
desperate resistance, the small garrison had
been driven back to the river by a vastly
superior force, this officer, while a small force
held back the enemy, personally fired the
railroad bridge, and, although wounded
himself, assisted a wounded officer over the
burning structure.

Farmer's Cabinet (Amherst, NH)
Thursday, February 11, 1864
SECOND N.H. REGIMENT. A correspondent of the Ballot,
writing from the 2nd N.H. Regiment, from Point Lookout,
Md., Jan. 30th says:
"The Free Masons have erected a beautiful temple
here on the grounds of the 2nd, and the Lodge is in a
prosperous condition. A deserter from the 12th has suffered
the death penalty, he having been fished up by the oystermen, from a creek which he probably tried to swim on a
dark night. Major Sayles, of the 2nd, who was wounded at
Gettysburg, is expected to arrive here to-night.

(The above is taken from Tom Ledoux’s Vermont in
the Civil War web site.)

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2013— March 2014 Membership Rates

Portsmouth Journal of Literature and Politics
(Portsmouth, NH)
Saturday, February 20, 1864

Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________

INCIDENT IN THE 2D N.H. REGIMENT.--An amusing
incident, happening in the 2d New Hampshire regiment,
during the late battle of Gettysburg, shows the coolness of
our Yankee boys, and their love for the Almighty Dollar.
One of our boys, thinking of a small debt due him from one
of his comrades, and likewise of the uncertainty of life and
all earthly things, during the fiercest of the contest, when
the air was full of bursting shells and whistling bullets, left
his place in the ranks and went to the colors, where his
comrade was actively engaged in protecting the flag of his
country and sustaining the honor of the old Granite State,
and apologizing for the intrusion, said he might not have
another opportunity to meet him, and that he would
consider a great favor if he would pay the debt. Having
received which, he coolly returned to his place in the ranks,
with the evident satisfaction of one who had done his duty,
to himself, his country, and all mankind. Strange to say,
neither of the above were injured in the battle, but are still
members of the brave Old Second. The above is described
by an eye-witness.

Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail address:______________________
__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00
Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___

PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER
JCT., VT 05001.
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