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“THE MEN OF THE H. L. HUNLEY” 

GUNTIS GONCAROVS 

                     SATURDAY, FEB. 10, 2018    

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
      12:00 Social Hour 

                                   12:15 Buffet Lunch  
12:45 Business Meeting 

1:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, Feb. 8  Cost per person for the 
meal is $12.00. For reservations please contact 
Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 

Menu: 
 

Beef Brisket with Horseradish whip 
Homemade Mac and Cheese 
Homemade baked beans 
Mixed Green Salad with Maple Balsamic Vinaigrette 
Dessert 
 

Reminder to the membership: PLEASE be sure 
to notify Gail if you will be having dinner at the 
meeting. Reservations are required so we can 
order adequate servings. In the past, we have 
accommodated those without reservations and 
unfortunately didn’t have enough to go 
around. We need a head count! Thanks for 
your understanding. 
 

GUNTIS GONCAROVS 
 

Guntis Goncarovs is a chemist by education and profession; 
however, he has always had a deep interest in history, and 
in particular, the technological and personal sides of war 
history. He has a BS in Chemistry from Charter Oak College 
in Connecticut, and has worked in the nuclear power 
industry, principally as a Radiochemist, for over 30 years. 
He presently lives in New Hampshire and works for 
NextEra Energy at the Seabrook Station in New Hampshire. 
He has worked for several utilities and has also consulted in 
the United States as well as overseas.  
 
Convergence of Valor, his book published late in 2003, 
was sparked by the recovery of the H.L.Hunley in 2000. He 
was particularly interested in the forensic reconstructions of 
the faces of the Hunley's final crew. While following the 
developments of the recovery and archeology, he learned 
that four of the eight sailors were actually recent European 
immigrants. Research into the men's lives revealed that two 
of the men, Miller and Lumpkin, had mysteriously sparse 
backgrounds. Using the known facts, he worked a story 
around the men and their part in the events that led to the 
sinking of the Housatonic on February 17, 1864, and the 
Hunley’s mysterious disappearance shortly thereafter. 
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Told from the sailor's viewpoint, Convergence of Valor 
is one plausible re-enactment of the personal events of the 
sailors. Since there is no hard evidence of what specifically 
caused the Hunley to sink (or be submerged purposely), 
Guntis stated, “To be completely honest, I needed to call 
this story 'fiction.' Since the thoughts of the sailors went to 
the bottom of Charleston Harbor, we may never know all of 
the facts behind their individual histories.” 
 
Guntis has provided presentations about the story of the 
Hunley to various Civil War Round Tables in the South as 
well as being requested to be the featured speaker at several 
Military Historical Society Symposiums. 
 
Convergence of Valor is his second historical fiction 
about war. His first, Telmenu Saimnieks: The Lord of 
Telmeni, is a story centered at the fringes of World War I 
and the Russian Revolution, and in the heart of the fight for 
Latvian independence. His grandfather was an officer in the 
Czarist cavalry and the Latvian militia during this time 
period. He is presently working on a book which centers on 
the Spanish-American War. 
 
Guntis and his wife, Joan, have three daughters. The oldest 
is a staff veterinarian at Purdue University, the middle 
daughter works as an attorney in Boston, and the youngest 
is attending the University of Rhode Island, and will be 
attending medical school in the fall. 
 
The presentation has several facets: 
1) Some slides and brief discussion of the Hunley herself, 
some technical details of the vessel 
2) A brief bio of each of the sailors with some of the detailed 
stories behind them and how they eventually became 
Hunley sailors 
3) A brief timeline of the Hunley, its predecessors, and some 
of the events leading to its sinking 
4) Some theories on why it never returned 
5) Some slides of the artifacts and  
6) Some slides on what the Hunley looks like now. 
 

2018 Program Schedule 
  
March 10:  Sarah Batterson -  “Women Soldiers of 
the Civil War”  
April 14:  Mick Bedard – “Kearsarge Down Under” 
May 14:  John Mudge – “What Got You Interested in 
the Civil War?” 
June 11:  Will Greene  
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happening 

Feb. 16 - CWRT OF NH - William Quigley - "Pure 
Heart" (book)-  7:15 P.M., Epping Town Hall, 157 Main 
St, Epping, NH) www.cwrt-nh.org 
 
March 7 – 7:0 PM – The Parallel lives of Frederick 
Douglass and Abraham Lincoln — one born a slave, the 
other born dirt poor — became respectively one of the 
nation’s greatest orators and one of its greatest presidents. 

Harvard professor John Stauffer examines their friendship, 
the similarities in their lives, and their legacies.  St. 
Johnsbury Athenaeum, 1171 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT  
05819  
 

WORLD WAR I GROUP 
 

This group meets monthly on the 4th Monday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Café next to the Hotel Coolidge.  If you want 
to come or want more information, contact Peter Sinclair 
[802-584-3280] or David Curtin [802-633-2536.] 
 
 

Sun – March 1, 1864 
 

Official Account of the Sinking of the U.S. 
Steamer Housatonic 

 
  WASHINGTON, Feb. 29.—The Navy Department has 
received the following from Lieut. I. J. Higginson, lately 
commanding the U.S. steamer Housatonic:  
     About 8.45 P.M. of the 17th, the officer of the deck, 
Acting-Master J. N. Crosby, discovered something in the 
water about 100 yards from the vessel moving, toward the 
ship.  It had the appearance of a plank moving on the water 
and came directly toward the ship.—The time from which it 
was first seen till it was close alongside was about two 
minutes.  The torpedo struck the Housatonic forward of the 
mizzen mast, on the starboard side, in a line with a 
magazine.  The after pivot gun being pivoted to port, they 
were unable to bring a gun to bear upon the torpedo.  About 
one minute after she was close alongside, the explosion took 
place, the Housatonic sinking stern first and keeling to port 
as she sunk.—Most of the crew clung to the rigging, and a 
boat was dispatched to the Canandaigna, which vessel 
gallantly came to their assistance, and all were rescued but 
the following named officers and men:  Ensign, A. C. 
Hazeltine; captain’s clerk, C. O. Muzzy; quartermaster, John 
Williams; landsman, Theodore Parker; second class 
fireman, John Malst, who are missing and supposed to be 
drowned. 
 

Daily National Intelligencer 
March 1, 1864 

 
LOSS OF THE HOUSATONIC. 

 
   A full report of the loss of this vessel by the rebel torpedo 
boat Davis, off Charleston harbor, has been received by the 
Secretary of the Navy.  The report contains no new facts 
except such as we have already given.  The infernal machine 
which did the work was of a novel and nondescript 
character.  It was a small steam propeller submerged within 
a few inches of the surface of the water.  From her bow was 
projected a long boom, upon the end of which was placed in 
a copper vessel several hundred pounds of powder; when 
this was brought in contact with the object to be attacked or 
destroyed, it was fired by a fuse from the steamer.  It was by 
this process the Housatonic was destroyed.  She was a new, 
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second-class steam sloop of war, built in New York a little 
over a year ago.  The rebel steamer, it appears, did not come 
down from Charleston by the ship channel, but pursued a 
circuitous route.  Her approach to the Housatonic was not 
discovered until she was within a few hundred yards of the 
latter, and then, as the watch on deck describes it, “it looked 
like a huge porpoise.”  What became of her after the 
explosion is not known. 

 
Caledonian – February 3, 1865 

 
When the War will End. 

 
     Advises from Savanna the 22d state that a great reaction 
was taking place in the minds of the people in the interior of 
Georgia.  They now openly confess that the attempt to 
establish a Southern Confederacy is a failure.  On the 
question of an immediate return to the Union, the people 
are undivided.  Gen. Sherman finds that the people have a 
hearty hatred of the people of South Carolina.  Gen. 
Sherman was to leave Savannah on the 22d to join his army.  
He says if the people of the North will provide men and 
money to carry on the war for four years, it will not last four 
months longer, but if they fail to do so there is no telling 
how long it will last.   
 
Burlington Free Press. 
 
Portsmouth Journal of Literature and Politics 

February 18, 1865 
 

A WORD ABOUT GEN. MARSTON. 
 

  Gen. Marston entered the military service in the spring of 
1861, for two years was Colonel of the 2d New Hampshire 
Regiment, which, while under his leadership, achieved 
distinction of which every New Hampshire man is proud; 
was in his seat in the House of Representatives while his 
regiment was in winter quarters; but, upon the opening of 
spring, instead of going to his home and his private 
business, as he might have properly done, he abandoned 
them both and went to the field, and for those two years led 
his regiment through every one of the many terrible battles 
it was engaged in.  And for this he received no compensation 
additional to his pay as Congressman—without charge 
furnishing his own uniform, equipments, rations, horses 
and often times forage.  Indeed although his congressional 
term closed March 3, 1863, and he did not commence 
service as Brigadier General until the following month, he 
never received any pay whatever as Colonel.  How much 
then has the Republican candidate for Congress given to the 
soldiers?  How much to the country and cause?  Does he 
deserve re-election? – Dover Enquirer. 
 

BORN IN FEBRUARY 
 

Lots of Generals! 
 

February 2, 1803 - General Albert S. Johnston, CSA 

February 3, 1807 – General Joseph E. Johnston, CSA 
February 6, 1832 – General John Brown Gordon, CSA 
February 6, 1833 – General J.E.B. Stuart, CSA 
February 6, 1834 – General William Dorsey Pender, CSA 
February 8, 1820 – General William T. Sherman, USA 
February 14, 1824 - Winfield S. Hancock, USA  
Also: 
February 15, 1846 – Julian A. Scott who was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor in February of 1865 
And, of course: 
February 12, 1809 – Abraham Lincoln  
 
Per Lincoln's endorsement, Colonel Stephen 
Thomas, Vermont Vols, Eighth Vermont 
Infantry, was appointed brigadier general on 
February 1, 1865. 
 

2018 GMCWRT TRIP 
 
This year: Thursday, May 3rd through Monday, May 7th.  
Still formulating our plans, but have enough to finally send 
out a sketch of our itinerary.  Will depart WRJct around 
7:30 am'ish on Thursday, May 3rd, travel to the Greenbelt 
MD area (our home base for the duration of our trip).  
Friday we will visit the USNA and tour CW Annapolis as 
well as other historic sites.  Saturday we will meet our guide 
for the day, Dave Taylor and visit Mount Olivet Cemetery, 
Grant Hall at Fort McNair (the location of the Lincoln 
Conspirators trial), a tour of the execution site, lunch at 
Wok N Roll, site of the Surratt Boarding house, visit the 
National Museum of Health and Medicine, and finish our 
tour for another look at the Congressional Cemetery.  Dave 
promises to provide us with a good, clear summary (if there 
is such a thing) of the various assassination plots 
surrounding Lincoln.  Sunday we will tour various little 
known or seldom visited sites in the DC area, including 
some of the CW forts, not Fort Stephens this time.  Monday 
we will travel home to WRJct. 
 
Next year:  Our good friend and last years guide, Chris 
Army will take us on a more in depth tour of Brandy Station 
and the Culpeper VA area.  Dates to be determined.  With 
any luck, Chris may join us for part of this years tour. 
 
Have spoken with Bob Spaulding and he is ready to jump 
behind the wheel for us once again! 
 
I will keep you all updated with details and pricing as they 
come into focus.  Feel free to share this information with 
anyone that might be interested.  Hope you can join us! 
 
Best Regards, 
Gail 
 

PLEASE HELP SAVE THE NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CIVIL WAR BATTLE FLAGS 

 
Many of you reading this may not be aware that there are 
107 flags from New Hampshire Civil War regiments in the 
New Hampshire State House in Concord. 
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Preservation efforts started in 1989 to conserve the flags for 
posterity, and the flags are still waiting. 
Some funds have been raised through the sale of 
COLLECTOR'S EDITION whiskey bottles at the NH state 
stores. This, the third version, was appropriately released on 
Veterans Day 2017. It’s an old-style bottle with an actual 
image of some of the flags in their cases. 
Please consider the purchase of a bottle for a gift as a 
portion of the proceeds goes to the flag preservation fund.  
Cost is $29.99 per bottle. Available in the New Hampshire 
State Liquor Stores.   
 
                          DONATIONS ARE WELCOME 

NHBFPC 
Send to: Dave Nelson 

49 Intervale Road 
Wilton, NH 03086 

 
Vermont Medal of Honor Recipients  

 
There were 64 Vermonters who received the Medal 
of Honor for their service in the Civil War.  The 
burial places of all of them except one, Willie 
Johnston, the 12 year old drummer boy, are known.  
 
For more information, check out Tom Ledoux’s 
Vermont in the Civil War web site.   
https://www.vermontcivilwar.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Junction, VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2018— March 2019 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail 
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round  Table 
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