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STEVE SODERGREN, Ph.D.  

 “IT WILL SHAKE THE NATION: UNION 

SOLDIERS REACT TO EMANCIPATION” 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2019 

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

       
     12:00 Social Hour 

                                   12:15 Buffet Dinner  
12:45 Business Meeting 

1:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, Monday, Feb. 4.  Cost per 
person for the meal is $13.00. For reservations 
please contact Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 
802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 

Menu: 
 

Brisket 
Pulled Chicken 
Mac & Cheese 
Coleslaw 
Baked Beans 
Dozen Slider Rolls 
Homemade BBQ Sauce 
Dessert 

 
 “It Will Shake the Nation:  Union Soldiers 

React to Emancipation” 
 
Union soldiers had a variety of different motivations for 
fighting in the Civil War, but at first slavery was not 
prominent among them.  However, as time went on, many 
Union soldiers came around in support of the idea of 
emancipation.  This change occurred at least partly due to 
the fact that Union forces occupied an increasing portion of 
the South and Northern soldiers were forced to confront the 
realities of slavery firsthand. 
 
Dr. Sodergren earned his Ph.D. in History from the 
University of Kansas.  He has been at Norwich University 
for about 10 years.  He is the chair, Department of History & 
Political Science, there.  His book,  “The Army of the 
Potomac in the Overland and Petersburg Campaigns: 
Union Soldiers and Trench Warfare, 1864-1865” received 
the 2018 William E. Colby Military Writers’ Award.	He is 
currently working on a new book that deals with the 
political activism of Civil War veterans following the war.   
 

2019 Program Schedule 
 
March 9 – Chris Army – LBG at Gettyburg –  
Brandy Station 
 
April 13 – Rob Grandchamp – “7 from the 7th R.I. 
Volunteers.”  
 
May 14 - Steve Hier – Civil War Games (Please note 
the change from January.)  
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June 11 – Wayne Motts, Director of Harrisburg, PA, 
Civil War Museum – 
Sept. 10 – Peggy Pearl – Director of the St. 
Johnsbury History Center  
 
Oct.  8 – Canceled 
 
Nov. 12 – Keith Wooster – Teaches Army Junior 
ROTC at North Country Union High School in 
Newport, VT – “Union and Confederate 
Mobilization During the Civil War.”  
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happening 

Feb. 15– CWRT OF NH – Elizabeth Hallett will host: 
"Civil War Jeopardy" (evening of trivia and prizes - 
just plain fun!) 7:15 P.M., Epping Town Hall, 157 Main St, 
Epping, NH) www.cwrt-nh.org  
 

MINUTES FROM OUR JANUARY MEETING 
By Peter Sinclair and Ginny Gage 

 
Dr. Sarah Batterson of Granite State College presented an 
account of her research into the US Africa Squadron and the 
Transatlantic slave trade. This was based on her doctoral 
thesis work  at UNH. She started with a wonderful 
animation showing all the voyages of slave-carrying ships 
from west Africa to the Americas over 300 years [ you can 
see this animation at the 
website http://www.slate.com/articles/life/the_history_of
_american_slavery/2015/06/animated_interactive_of_the
_history_of_the_atlantic_slave_trade.html. Sarah thanked 
Don Streeter for bringing this to her attention.  
  
Despite both Britain and the US prohibiting the slave trade 
early in 19th century, the trade carried on for many years up 
to the Civil War, much of it by ships showing the American 
flag. There was some dispute as to whether suspected slave-
carrying ships could be stopped by ships of other nations. 
Hence if about to be caught, the slave carrier would put up a 
flag of another nation. This problem was partly settled in 
1842 by the signing of the Webster -Ashburton treaty which 
covered several aspects of US-British relations.  
  
The US commitment to using its navy to try and stop the 
slave trade was minimal so in fact very few ships were 
stopped.  One of the ships taking part was the USS 
Constellation, now in Baltimore harbor. By the way, 
although the slaves were carried on American ships, the 
slaves were taken to other parts of Central and Southern 
America because of the US embargo. This slave-trading  
could be a very lucrative business. 
  
Sarah focused on an American slave ship, the Orion (out of 
New York) and she has managed to find some papers and 
journals connected with this ship. The Orion was stopped 
several times by both American and British naval ships but 
was found not to be carrying slaves at the time. Eventually it 
was stopped by a British ship while carrying 900 slaves. The 
crew was released and the ship condemned. The captain was 

tried in Boston and received a 2 year sentence but was 
pardoned by Lincoln. This was despite the prescribed death 
penalty and the hanging the year before of a Captain 
Gordon for the same offense. The captured slaves may have 
become 'apprentices' in the Central Americas and probably 
treated as if they were slaves or sent to Sierra Leone or 
Liberia both established as places for slaves to be returned 
to in Africa.  
 
25 people attended the meeting.  Unfortunately, a couple of 
our regular members had to cancel at the last minute due to 
bad colds.   
 
We wished Bob Coburn a Happy Birthday.   
 
Laura Ward informed the group of a presentation in 
Concord, NH, on Saturday, February 9 from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Pierce Manse, 14 Horseshoe Pond Lane, 
Concord, NH.  RT member, Steve Wood, as Abraham 
Lincoln, will begin the program by recounting his early life 
and ends with a reading of the 'Gettysburg Address.' Along 
the way he comments on the debates with Stephen Douglas, 
his run for the presidency, and the Civil War.  This Union 
Defenders Day event is sponsored by the NH Humanities, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and Auxiliary to 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
 
Gail gave an update on the RT Trip in May. 
 
Jack informed everyone that a $500 donation had been 
made in Lew Gage’s name to the Civil War Battlefield Trust 
to specifically help save 18 acres near Seminary Ridge near 
the Lutheran Seminary.  This donation will be noted on the 
plaque at Lee’s Headquarters.   
 
Raffle was won by Lu Johnson, Peter Sinclair, Dave Curtin, 
Penny John, Steve Driscoll, and “The General” kitty cat 
print by Bob Coburn!   
 
(Thank you so much to everyone who donated to the CWBT.  
Lew would be so honored.  I know I am.  I feel very fortunate to 
be part of this wonderful group of people.  Ginny)    
 

THEN AGAIN:  RANDOLPH’S ALBERT 
CHANDLER HAD INSIDE VIEW OF 

LINCOLN’S WAR” 
 

By Mark Bushnell 
 
Albert Chandler is remembered, when he is remembered at 
all, as being a prosperous telegraph executive who amassed 
a sizable fortune and in a fit of largesse donated a music hall 
to his hometown of Randolph. But to historians Chandler is 
appreciated for a job he held early in his career. In June 
1863, at the height of the Civil War, when he was just 22 
years old, Chandler became a telegraph operator for the U.S. 
War Department. 
 The position might sound like little more than a clerk’s job, 
but in reality Chandler was the last link between battlefield 
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commanders and President Lincoln, with whom he spent 
countless hours. To historians’ great relief, Chandler had the 
presence of mind to keep a journal. (A collection of 
Chandler’s journals, minus the particularly valuable 1863 
volume, sold seven years ago for $15,000.) Also, later in life, 
Chandler shared memories of Lincoln in an article for the 
Sunday Magazine, a now-defunct publication. 
The telegraph office was the nerve center of the federal 
battle against the Confederates since the telegraph was the 
fastest way to learn the news from the front. If Lincoln and 
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton wanted to feel the pulse of 
the war effort, they had to rely on Chandler and two other 
telegraph operators — nicknamed the “Sacred Three” — to 
record and decipher the coded dots and dashes coming 
across the wires. 
The telegraph office was located in the War Department’s 
former library, a block from the White House. Lincoln 
visited regularly, particularly while large battles were 
raging. He couldn’t bear to wait for messages to be delivered 
to the White House. Lincoln frequently walked to the office 
alone, but was accompanied by bodyguards later in the war 
as word of assassination plots emerged. 
Lincoln also often sought refuge in the telegraph office 
during quieter times in the fighting to hide from the steady 
flow of visitors — his “persecutors,” he called them — who 
always claimed they only needed a minute of his time. A 
minute, Lincoln said, only in the unlikely event he could 
hear their pleas and agree to their demands in that short a 
time. 
One morning shortly after Chandler arrived in Washington, 
Lincoln walked into the office and was surprised to find 
Chandler in the same position he had been in when the 
president had left the night before. “Have you been sitting 
there all night?” an amused Lincoln asked. As was his habit, 
the president then sat down to read the dispatches to 
various offices, both military and civilian, that had come 
into the office overnight. 
The Sacred Three deciphered each message and wrote it out 
in longhand, using a piece of carbon paper. The originals 
were dispatched to the appropriate offices and the carbon 
copies filed in a drawer in the order they arrived. 
 
Lincoln kept abreast of all communications by reading the 
messages from the top down, in reverse chronological order. 
When he hit a message he had already read, Lincoln would 
say, “Well, I guess I have got down to the raisins.” When 
Chandler asked Lincoln what he meant, the president said it 
was the punch line of a story he’d heard about a girl who 
had overeaten one day. The binge had started with some 
raisins and ended with the girl becoming ill and starting to 
throw up. Eventually the girl exclaimed that her suffering 
was almost at an end, as she had “got down to the raisins.” 
Lincoln often used stories to explain his thinking. Upon 
reading telegrams detailing U.S. Gen. Philip Sheridan’s 
defeat of Confederate forces under Gen. Jubal Early, 
Lincoln told a story about a man who had used explosives to 
kill a troublesome dog. After the explosion, Lincoln said, the 
man found parts of the dog everywhere, “but said the man, 
‘as for the dog, as a dog, I was never able to find him.’” 
Similarly, Lincoln didn’t expect Early’s troops to 
reconstitute themselves into a fighting force ever again. 

But Lincoln didn’t say everything ever attributed to him, as 
the president himself explained to Chandler. For example, 
Lincoln had supposedly responded to complaints of Gen. 
Ulysses Grant’s heavy drinking by asking where Grant, the 
Union’s most successful general at the time, got his whiskey, 
“because if I could find out, I would send a barrel of it to 
each of the other Generals.” 
“That would have been very good if I had said it,” Lincoln 
told Chandler, “but I reckon it was charged to me to give it 
currency.” The story, Lincoln said, dated back to British 
King George III, who had been told that one of his generals 
was crazy. “Mad, is he?” said the king. “Then I wish he’d bite 
some of my other Generals.” 
Lincoln often interrupted Chandler in his work with a 
message he urgently needed transmitted. These messages 
were to stop the executions of soldiers charged with sleeping 
while on sentry duty or similar offenses. 
“I think I have known him to come over to our offices 
himself, alone, at least half a dozen times, in the night, with 
a message of reprieve for some poor fellow who was under 
the sentence of death which nothing but the President’s 
power could stay,” Chandler wrote, “and his solicitude 
would not allow him to intrust (sic) his message to any 
orderly or other messenger…” 
Chandler, who worked beside Lincoln for nearly two years, 
noted the president’s habits, like talking to himself while 
walking to and from the telegraph office. In cold weather, 
Lincoln favored a large gray shawl instead of an overcoat. 
When he entered the office, the president would drape the 
shawl over the tall door leading to Stanton’s office. “(A) man 
of ordinary height could not place it (there),” Chandler 
commented. Once in the office, Lincoln would make himself 
at home, sitting with his feet up on a nearby desk, table or 
other chair. 
The telegraph office offered Lincoln a place to write without 
interruption, and Chandler’s position afforded him the 
chance to watch the president draft some of history’s most 
important documents, including the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 
“While writing, as I have often seen him, sitting directly 
opposite me and at the same table,” Chandler recalled, “he 
was accustomed to look out of the window between his 
sentences, scratch his head, usually his right temple, for his 
sentences in his mind, often moving his lips in actual 
whisper of the words, and then write them out, rarely 
erasing, interlining, or correcting. … His style of 
composition was as peculiar and novel as himself, and 
always in simple, terse, and clear language. He sometimes 
read aloud, and in doing so would occasionally purposely 
mispronounce words and misplace inflection and accent, as 
if musing as he read.” 
Chandler said that Lincoln seemed to be having a 
conversation with himself, carefully choosing his words and 
debating their meaning. Today, some of those well-chosen 
words are literally carved into stone in the memorial 
honoring him in Washington, D.C. 
 
(Thank you to Sue Sellew for telling me about this article, 
and for Mark Bushnell for allowing me to include it in this 
newsletter.)  
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SAVE THE DATES! 
GMCWRT BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY 

May 16th – May 20th 

 

Our bus and hotels are booked!  Chris Army has been hard 
at work with Clark "Bud" Hall to make our trip spectacular 
in every way.  Our basic itinerary is as follows: 
Thursday, May 16th:  Depart WRJct, travel to Frederick MD 
for an overnight stay. 
Friday, May 17th:  Depart Frederick, travel to Culpeper VA.  
Revisit the Graffiti House and take a closer look at Brandy 
Station.  Overnight in Culpeper. 
Saturday, May 18th:  Spend the day exploring the battle of 
Cedar Mountain, as well as visiting some historic 
sites/museums in Culpeper. Overnight in Culpeper. 
Sunday, May 19th:  Explore Bristow Station and Mine Run, 
return to Frederick for an overnight stay. 
Monday, May 20th:  Depart for WRJct and some well 
deserved rest. 
Chris is working on a reading list for us as well as a couple 
of surprises.  Just a reminder that Chris will be our speaker 
at our March meeting, so mark the date, Saturday, March 
9th, 12PM, Bugbee Senior Center, WRJct VT. 
FYI: We are overnighting in Frederick on Thursday and 
Sunday to help with the miles/hours that Bob can drive each 
day.  Not the ideal scenario, but it should work out ok. 
Will have more details and a pricing estimate next month.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total cost will include:  RT motor coach transportation from 
WRJct, 4 nights lodging, breakfast each day, 3 lunches, 
most dinners, on board refreshments, information packet, 
and all guide and admission fees.  A $75 deposit will hold 
your spot. 
Checks made payable to GMCWRT and sent to Gail Blake, 
55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001 
Please share this information with anyone that might be 
interested in joining us. The trip is open to everyone, 
regardless of their depth of knowledge or level of interest.  
Questions?  Call 802-296-2919 or email Gail at 
auntis@comcast.net 
 

December and January Treasurer’s Report 
 

Beginning Balance:  $3142.40 
Expenses: 
November speaker: $173 (dinner, maple syrup, speaker fee) 
January speaker: $173 (lunch, maple syrup, speaker fee) 
Maple Street Catering:  
November : $254.10 (meal, tax) 
January:     $301 (meal, tax, and gratuity) 
Paper goods :$15 
Donation: $500, American Battlefield Trust in memory of 
our friend, Lew Gage 
Deposit: $1053 (meals, raffles, donations, memberships) 
Petty Cash : $194 
Ending Balance:  $3133.30 
 
 
 


