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 “SHOULD CONFEDERATE MONUMENTS BE 

REMOVED: A DISCUSSION OF THE 

CONTROVERSY		
WITH DR. STEVE SODERGREN.” 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2020 

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 
     12:00 Social Hour 

                                   12:15 Buffet Lunch 
  12:45 Business Meeting 

1:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, TUESDAY, Feb. 4.  Cost per 
person for the meal is $13.00. For reservations 
please contact Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 
802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 

Menu: 
 
Brisket Chili served with Shredded Cheese, 
Sour Cream & Diced Onions  
Mixed Baby Greens Salad w/Maple Balsamic 
Vinaigrette  

Cornbread w/whipped butter 
Homemade Cabot Macaroni & Cheese 
Dessert 
 
Dr. Steve Sodergren will present an introduction to the 
subject and some discussion points. Following that the 
subject will be open for discussion. 
 
Dr. Sodergren earned his Ph.D. in History from the 
University of Kansas.  He has been at Norwich University 
for about 10 years.  He is the chair, Department of History & 
Political Science, there.  His book,  “The Army of the 
Potomac in the Overland and Petersburg Campaigns: 
Union Soldiers and Trench Warfare, 1864-1865” received 
the 2018 William E. Colby Military Writers’ Award. He is 
currently working on a new book that deals with the 
political activism of Civil War veterans following the war.   
 
               2020 PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

March 14 – Saturday – The Hardtacks – Civil War 
Folk Music 

April 11 – Saturday – Rob Grandchamp  - 
“Dartmouth Cavalry” 

May 12 – Nancy Miville – “A War of Firsts and 
Firsts in the Civil War” 

June 9 -  Frank Varney  

                                         2021 
 
May  - Patrick Falci  
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Other RT Meetings and Happenings: 

Feb. 21 – CWRT OF NH ~ Marek Bennett - 
"Freeman Colby vol. 2" (Civil War diary / graphic 
novel) - Epping Town Hall, Epping, NH. Doors open about 
6:45 and meeting begins at 7:15 pm. www.cwrt-nh.org  
 
Feb. 15 – Saturday – 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. - NH author 
Greg Ahlgren speaks at Union Defenders Day event 
Pierce Manse, 14 Horseshoe Pond Lane, Concord, NH.  
Price: Free 
NH Author Greg Ahlgren will discuss his (signed) books, 
“Olustee”, and “Fort Fisher,” and his efforts to install a 
Union Monument at the Olustee battlefield. 
This Union Defenders Day event is sponsored by the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War and Auxiliary. 
Contact Info 
Laura Ward 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and Auxiliary 
graniteward@yahoo.com 
6036755506 
 
May 1-2, 2020 – 2020 Spring Seminar – 
Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides, 
Gettysburg, PA 
“Overlooked & Often Not Visited:  Ridges, Farms & Other 
Battle Sites.”   
Topics:  Friday – “The Historic Use of and Evolution of 
Terrain Appreciation in Military Doctrine.” LBG Tony 
Nicastro. 
Saturday – “I’ll Lead You This Time Boys!  The Battle of 
Hunterstown.” – LBG Jim Hessler 
Saturday – “East of Rock Creek” – Honorary LBG Dean 
Shultz  
Saturday afternoon – “West of Willoughby Run & The Fight 
for the Harmon Farm” – LBG Chris Army 
 
For more information and to register, go onto their web site:  
https://gettysburgtourguides.org 
 

WWI GROUP 
 

This group meets monthly on the 4th Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Veteran’s Administration hospital cafeteria.  
If you want to come or want more information, please 
contact Peter Sinclair (802-584-3280) or David Curtin 
(802-633-2536).   
 

Col. George H. Sharpe 
By Peter G. Tsouras 

Published by Cassmate Publishers 2018 
$34.95 

 
"Sharpe you are the best man I know," Major General 
Joseph Hooker's quote concerning the Bureau of Military 
Informations performance prior to and during the Battle of 
Chancellorsville in May of 1863. 
 
George Henry Sharpe was born on February 26, 1828 in 
Kingston, New York, to Henry and Hellen Sharpe, who were 

descendants of German Palatinate emigrants to the 
Kingston Rhinebeck area of New York on the Hudson River 
in 1711.  His father died when he was two years old.  As a boy 
Sharpe attended Kingston Academy, and was a good 
scholar, adept in languages, speaking, writing, and with 
what we would now call a photographic memory.  In 
addition he, "possessed a high quality of personal 
magnetism," or charisma. 
 
He went on to graduate from Rutgers University and Yale 
Law School.  After graduating in 1849, he traveled in the 
South and in Europe for several years.  In 1854 he passed 
the New York bar, and was accepted into the partnership of 
Hasbrouck, Sharpe, and Linderman.  In 1855 he married his 
cousin Caroline Hasbrouck.  Over the succeeding years they 
had three children, two sons and a daughter. 
 
George was a political man, both before and certainly after 
the Civil War.  He advocated for immigrants, and full rights 
for free black men before the war, and full intergration of 
former slaves into society after the war. 
 
Upon his return from Europe Sharpe joined the 20th New 
York State Militia.  When the war started in April 1861 the 
20th NYSM became a 90 day regiment with Sharpe as 
Captain of Co. B.  The 20th NY saw duty guarding Annapolis 
and Baltimore, Maryland.  On the 31st of August 1861 
Sharpe and his company were mustered out.  The 20th NY 
was recruited again and became the 80th NY. 
 
Sharpe then recruited and became Colonel of the 120th NY 
in the summer of 1862.  He was thoroughly disgusted by 
Burnside's performance at Fredericksburg, and when 
Joseph Hooker took over in January 1863, he dismissed 
Alan Pinkerton, and went in search of new personnel and a 
new method of finding out where and how many the enemy 
were.   
 
On the recommendation of John C. Babcock (civilian hold 
over from the Pinkerton agency) and Major General Daniel 
Butterfield, Hooker's chief of staff, George Sharpe was put 
on the staff under Brig. Gen. Marsena Patrick, the Provost 
Marshal of the Army of the Potomac, as the chief 
intelligence gathering specialist.  He and Babcock created 
the Bureau of Military Information to advise the 
commanding general on who, where, when, and how the 
enemy was likely to act.  For the most part, and most often 
they got it right. 
At Chancellorsville they estimated that Lee had only 42,500 
men available to him (Longstreet's Corps was down in the 
Suffolk, VA area).  We now know that Lee had 48,982 men.  
The error was only 15% off.  The fact that Hooker lost at 
Chancellorsville cannot be blamed on faulty intelligence. 
 
At Gettysburg the estimate as of June 20th was that the 
Army of Northern Virginia had about 85,000.  We now 
know that it was about 75,000, or an overestimate of about 
9%.  In the beginning of the Overland Campaign, Sharpe 
estimated the ANV at 50,000.  We now know Lee's present 
for duty on March 20, 1864 was 47,045.  Again Longstreet 
with about 12,000 men was not present. 
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To do this Sharpe was the first to combine all sources for 
gathering intelligence about the enemy.  He used cavalry 
reports, interrogations personally of prisoners, deserters, 
and contrabands, reports from loyal civilians and spies, 
balloon observations, Confederate newspaper reports, and 
the ability of the Signal Corps to read Confederate signals.  
The cavalry at first and for much of a year did not want to 
cooperate, and had to be forced by the commanding 
generals to make accurate reports to the BMI.  The above 
system was not again used until WWI and WWII in the 
American military. 
 
With Hooker and Butterfield Sharpe got along well.  With 
Patrick, most of the time, but with Meade no one got along.  
It was only after Grant took over and attached Sharpe to his 
staff that Meade realized what he had lost.  Grant made 
Sharpe responsible at Appomattox for paroling Lee and his 
Army of Northern Virginia, a total of just over 26,000 men 
and officers. 
 
Sharpe was made a Brevet Brig. Gen. of Volunteers on 
February 7, 1865, and Brevet Major General of Volunteers 
on March 13, 1865.  The BMI went out of existence on April 
15, 1865 when Sharpe finished paroling the Army of 
Northern Virginia.  He never had more than 80 men 
working for him at one time, and usually many fewer as 
spies, scouts, guides, analysts, and teamsters.  This included 
branches in Washington, DC, the Shenandoah Valley, the 
Army of the James, and Richmond, Virginia. 
 
After the Civil War Sharpe was a Republican force in Ulster 
County, NY, and a Grant man to the end.  He was appointed 
US Marshal for the Southern District of New York in 1870, 
and broke up the Tweed Ring of Tammany Hall.  From 
1873-1878 he was Surveyor of the Port of New York.  In 
1878 he was elected to the Assembly of the State of New 
York from Kingston, and was made Speaker of the 
Assembly, which he held until 1882.  He continued in the 
Assembly until 1889, when he was appointed to the US 
Board of General Appraisers.  The appraisers were 
responsible for adjudicating appeals against customs duties, 
a position he held until 1898.  He passed away on January 
13, 1900. 
 
This book is 510 pages including 17 appendicies packed with 
information about major and minor characters that Sharpe 
employed or dealt with including Hooker, Meade, Grant, 
Butler, and Elizabeth Van Lew.  Buy it or borrow it, but 
READ it!  
 
Above book report by Whitney Maxfield.   
 

2020 GMCWRT JOURNEY 
On To Richmond, Part 3 

 
Plans are finally coming together for our 2020 journey! 
The main focus of our time together will be to take an up 
close and personal look at the US Colored Troops, their 
contributions to the military effort, the trials and travails 
they experienced, and how that all fits into their story and 

ours.  We will spend one day at New Market Heights and the 
surrounding area, one day in Richmond visiting museums, 
the new visitors center, Hollywood Cemetery, and more, 
and one day at Petersburg.  Our guide for New Market 
Heights will be Bert Dunkerly, Park Ranger at Richmond 
National Battlefield Park and president of the Richmond 
CWRT.  Tim Talbott, Director of Education at Pamplin Park 
will be with us as we tour the Petersburg area. 
 
Cost for the trip will be somewhere in the $700 range, per 
person based on double occupancy. Final cost will fluctuate 
depending upon the number of travelers, the more the 
merrier! Included are: deluxe RT motorcoach 
transportation from WRJct, 4 nights lodging at the Fairfield 
Inn and Suites, Sandston VA, breakfast each day, 3 lunches, 
most dinners, all guide and admission fees, information 
packet, onboard refreshments and entertainment.   
$75 deposit per person will hold your spot. Checks can be 
made out to GMCWRT and sent to Gail Blake, GMCWRT, 
55 Orizzonto Road WRJct VT 05001. Deadline to sign up is 
April 24th.  
 
Hope you can join us and bring a friend! 
 

February 2020 Treasurer’s Report 
 

Starting Balance:  $3454.30 
Expenses:  
American Battlefield Trust:  $500 donation in memory of 
our friend Bill Estabrook 
Maple Street Catering: $341.00 (lunch) 
Deposit: $532 (meals, dues, print sale, raffle, donations) 
Ending Balance: $3,145.30 
 

ENCAMPMENT OF THE VERMONT GRAND 
ARMY. February 11, 1889 

 
St. Albans, Vt., Feb. 10 (Special).—The annual encampment 
of the Department of Vermont, Grand Army of the Republic, 
at Brattleboro the coming week promises to be the most 
notable one in the history of the order in this State.  The 
Grand Army of the Republic in this department consists of 
100 posts, with a membership of over 5,000, a gain of 168 
members in 1888.  Fully 300 delegates and comrades will be 
present at the encampment, which opens on February 14.  
The Department Commander, Herbert E. Taylor, has 
completed arrangements for entertaining the visiting 
veterans, and among the visitors will be Commander-in-
Chief Warner, of Missouri; Inspector-General Evans of 
Massachusetts; Colonel Sumner H. Lincoln, of Colorado; 
Governor Dillingham, Lieutenant-Governor Woodbury and 
other State officers.  The principal candidates for 
Department Commander are D. L. Morgan, of Rutland; A. 
E. Leavenworth, of Castleton, and A. S. Tracy, of 
Middlebury.  A public camp-fire will be held in the town hall 
on Thursday evening.  The Woman’s Relief Corps, 
Department of Vermont, will hold their annual convention 
during the encampment.  The Vermont Association of ex-
Prisoners of War will hold a meeting at the town hall on 
February 13, when an address will be delivered by Major 
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Frank E. Moran, of Philadelphia, the historian of the 
National Association.   
 
Excerpt from American Battlefield Trust letter: 

January 23, 2020 
 

Dear Green Mountain CWRT, 
Thank you for your generous financial support for the cause 
of battlefield preservation.  Your generosity has directly led 
to the preservation of 52,00 acres of hallowed American 
battlefield land that likely would have been destroyed.  You 
have helped make us the most successful historic land 
preservation organization of its kind in American history. 
Congratulations!  In recognition of your singular and 
extraordinary dedication to saving America’s history for the 
last 10 years, I am honored to welcome you as a charter 
member of the Trust’s newest recognition society, the 10-
Year Club. 
Your name will appear in a specially printed volume, the 
“President’s Roll Call of Honor,” which will be placed on 
permanent display in the reception area of our headquarters 
office in Washington DC.  There will also be a special digital 
“Roll Call of Honor” which will always be available on our 
website. 
Thank you for all you have done and continue to do for this 
great cause. 
Sincerely, 
Jim Lighthizer - President 
 

LOOKING BACK AT THE CAMP GRIFFIN 
GAZETTE 

FEBRUARY 1995 
TIDBITS 

ANECDOTES, POETRY & INCIDENTS 
BY LOIS EAGAN 

 
REMINISENCES OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN 

 
When he first came to Springfield, he was extremely poor, 
having not a shilling in his pocket, and with but a very 
scanty wardrobe.  He would stop a while with one and then 
with another, going from neighbor to neighbor, all 
esteeming it a favor to have him in their houses.  At that 
time he had read well and thoroughly everything he had 
touched, including the Bible and Shakespeare, which were 
his leading books at the time of his death.  He was, said Mr. 
Herndon, a good biblical scholar.  When he was twenty-
three years of age, h had read history and biography 
considerably, and he had mastered Burns when he was 
twenty-five.   
 
He never, while engaged in his profession, accumulated 
much property.  He seemed not to have had much care to 
gather wealth.  When he did a service professionally, he 
would charge accordingly as he estimated the value of the 
work done, and not according to the standard of other men’s 
fees.  If he regarded a service worth a dollar, he charged 
only that although other men might charge twenty dollars 
for doing the same thing.   

 

JANUARY MEETING 
 

We had 24 attend our meeting.  Robert Hodgdon, President 
of the CWRT of NH brought a wooden Civil War 
reproduction flag which he sold raffle tickets for.   
     Whitney Maxfield gave a book report (please see this 
newsletter for the complete report).  We talked a little bit 
about preparing for our February meeting.   
     Jack Anderson gave a wonderful slide and video 
presentation on the effort back in 1999 to raise money for 
the repairs to the Vermont Sharpshooters monument at 
Gettysburg.  And, in June of 2000 the new eagle and 
repaired column was brought back to Gettysburg!  At 
Remembrance Day weekend, there was a beautiful 
ceremony in Pitzers Woods.   
     Raffle winners were Frank Bonnet, Ruth Perrinez, Ruth’s 
Mom, Joyce, Susan Cutting, Don Streeter, Peter Sinclair,  
Lu Johnson, Brian Smith, and Alice Evans. 
     I am still looking for someone to take minutes at our 
meetings!   
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2020— March 2021 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ELAINE COBURN –  
 

FEBRUARY 2 ! 
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