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ALL IN PERSON  
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 

CANCELED THROUGH THE  
END OF JUNE 2021. 

 

 
 
Unfortunately, the Bugbee Center has partially 
reopened, but limited to 10 people!  That, of 
course, will not work for us.   We have decided 
to cancel all our meetings through the end of 
June 2021. 
 

2021 GMCWRT JOURNEY 
On To Richmond, Part 3 

 
UPDATE! 

 
On To Richmond, or Here We Go Again…. 
 
With all things Covid in mind, we will likely be rescheduling 
our long awaited journey to Richmond once again.  Want to 
make sure that not only are we vaccinated and safe but that 
the people we will encounter along our journey have had the 
opportunity to be vaccinated as well.  I am considering dates 
in the first part of September, but a final decision will 
depend on  Bus (Bob), hotel, and guide availability. Thanks 

for your patience and understanding and I will continue to 
work to make this trip one of our best ever!  
 
The Negro As A Soldier, Part 3 

The Negro as a soldier; written by Christian A. Fleetwood, 
late sergeant-major 4th U. S. colored troops, for the Negro 
congress, at the Cotton states and international exposition, 
Atlanta, Ga., November 11 to November 23, 1895. Pub. by 
Prof. Geo. Wm. Cook. 

THE WAR FOR THE UNION 

It seems a little singular that in the tremendous struggle 
between the States in 1861-1865, the south should have 
been the first to take steps toward the enlistment of 
Negroes. Yet such is the fact. Two weeks after the fall of Fort 
Sumter, the "Charleston Mercury" records the passing 
through Augusta of several companies of the 3rd and 4th 
Georgia Regt., and of sixteen well-drilled companies and 
one Negro company from Nashville, Tenn. 

"The Memphis Avalanche" and "The Memphis Appeal" of 
May 9, 10, and 11, 1861, give notice of the appointment by 
the "Committee of Safety" of a committee of three persons 
"to organize a volunteer company composed of our patriotic 
freemen of color of the city of Memphis, for the service of 
our common defense." 

A telegram from New Orleans dated November 23, 1861, 
notes the review by Gov. Moore of over 28,000 troops, and 
that one regiment comprised "1,400 colored men ." "The 
New Orleans Picayune," referring to a review held February 
9, 1862, says: "We must also pay a deserved compliment to 
the companies of free colored men, all very well drilled and 
comfortably equipped." 
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It is a little odd, too, that in the evacuation of New Orleans a 
little later, in April, 1862, all of the troops succeeded in 
getting away except the Negroes. They "got left." 

It is not in the line of this paper to speculate upon what 
would have been the result of the war had the South kept up 
this policy, enlisted the freemen, and emancipated the 
enlisting slaves and their families. The immense addition to 
their fighting force, the quick recognition of them by Great 
Britain, to which slavery was the greatest bar, and the fact 
that the heart of the Negro was with the South but for 
slavery, and the case stands clear. But the primary successes 
of the South closed its eyes to its only chance of salvation, 
while at the same time the eyes of the North were opened. 

In 1865, the South saw, and endeavored to remedy its error. 
On March 9, 1865, the Confederate Congress passed a bill, 
recommended by Gen. Lee, authorizing the enlistment of 
200,000 Negroes; but it was then too late. 

The North came slowly and reluctantly to recognize the 
Negro as a factor for good in the war. "This is a white man's 
war," met the Negroes at every step of their first efforts to 
gain admission to the armies of the Union. 

To General David Hunter more than to any other one man, 
is due the credit for the successful entry upon the stage of 
the Negro as a soldier in this war. 

In the spring of 1862, he raised and equipped a regiment of 
Negroes in South Carolina, and when the fact became 
known in Washington and throughout the country, such a 
storm was raised about the ears of the administration that 
they gracefully stood aside and left the brave general to fight 
his enemies in the front and rear as best he might. He was 
quite capable to do both, as it proved. 

On the 9th of June, 1862, Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, 
introduced a resolution in the House of Representatives, 
which was passed, calling upon the Secretary of War for 
information as to the fact of these enlistments and by what 
authority this matter was done. 

The Secretary of War replied under date June 14, 1862, 
disavowing any official knowledge of such a regiment and 
denying that any authority had been given therefor. He 
referred the resolution to Gen. Hunter.' His reply is one of 
the best things of the war. I quote it entire. 

Headquarters, Department of the South, Port Royal S. C., 
June 23, 1862. 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a 
communication from the Adjutant-General of the Army, 
dated June 16, 1862, requesting me to furnish you with the 
information necessary to answer certain resolutions 
introduced in the House of Representatives June 9, 1862, on 
motion of the Hon. Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, their 
substance being to inquire: First, whether I had organized, 
or was organizing, a regiment of fugitive slaves in this 

department; Second, whether any authority had been given 
to me from the War Department for such organization; and 
Third, whether I had been furnished by order of the War 
Department with clothing, uniforms, arms, equipments, 
etc., for such a force. 

Only having received the letter conveying the inquires at a 
late hour on Saturday night, I urge forward my answer in 
time for the steamer sailing to-day (Monday), this haste 
preventing me from entering as minutely as I could wish 
upon many points of detail, such as the paramount 
importance of the subject calls for. But in view of the near 
termination of the present session of Congress, and the 
widespread interest which must have been awakened by Mr. 
Wickliffe's resolution, I prefer sending even this imperfect 
answer to waiting the period necessary for the collection of 
fuller and more comprehensive data. 

To the first question, therefore, I reply that no regiment of 
"fugitive slaves" has been or is organized in this department. 
There is, however, a fine regiment of persons whose late 
masters are "fugitive rebels," men who everywhere fly 
before the appearance of the national flag, leaving their 
servants behind them to shift as best they can for 
themselves. So far, indeed, are the loyal persons composing 
this regiment from seeking to avoid the presence of their 
late owners that they are now, one and all, working with 
remarkable industry to place themselves in a position to go 
in full and effective pursuit of their fugacious and traitorous 
proprietors. 

To the second question, I have the honor to answer, that the 
instructions given to Brig. General W.T. Sherman by the 
Hon. Simon Cameron, late Secretary of War, and turned 
over to me by succession for my guidance, do distinctly 
authorize me to employ all loyal persons offering their 
services in defense of the Union and for the suppression of 
this rebellion in any manner I might see fit, or that the 
circumstances might call for. There is no restriction as to 
the character or color of the persons who might be 
employed, or the nature of the employment; whether civil or 
military, in which their services should be used. I conclude, 
therefore, that I have been authorized to enlist "fugitive 
slaves" as soldiers, could any be found in this department. 

No such characters have, however, yet appeared within our 
most advanced pickets, the loyal slaves everywhere 
remaining on their plantations to welcome us, and supply us 
with food, labor and information. It is the masters who 
have, in every instance, been the "fugitives"--running away 
from loyal slaves as well as loyal soldiers, and whom we 
have only partially been able to see--chiefly their heads over 
ramparts, or, rifle in hand, dodging behind trees, in the 
extreme distance. In the absence of any "fugitive master" 
law, the deserted slaves would be wholly without remedy, 
had not the crime of treason given them the right to pursue, 
capture, and bring back those persons of whose protection 
they have been thus suddenly bereft. 

To the third interrogatory, it is my painful duty to reply, that 
I never have received any specific authority for issues of 
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clothing, uniforms, arms, equipments, etc., to the troops in 
question. My general instructions from Mr. Cameron, to 
employ them in any manner I might find necessary, and the 
military exigencies of the department and the country being 
my only, but, in my judgment, sufficient justification. 
Neither have I had any specific authority for supplying these 
persons with shovels, spades and pickaxes when employing 
them as laborers, nor with boats and oars when using them 
as lightermen; but these are not points included in Mr. 
Wickliffe's resolution. To me it seemed that liberty to 
employ men in any particular capacity implied with it 
liberty also to supply them with the necessary tools; and 
acting under this faith I have clothed, equipped and armed 
the only loyal regiment yet raised in South Carolina. 

I must say in vindication of my conduct that had it not been 
for the many other diversified and imperative claims on my 
time, a much more satisfactory result might have been 
hoped for; and that, in place of only one, as at present, at 
least five or six well-drilled, brave, and thoroughly 
acclimated regiments should by this time have been added 
to the loyal forces of the Union. 

The experiment of arming the blacks, so far as I have made 
it, has been a complete and even marvellous success. They 
are sober, docile, attentive, and enthusiastic, displaying 
great natural capacities for acquiring the duties of a soldier. 
They are eager beyond all things to take the field and be led 
into action; and it is the unanimous opinion of the officers 
who have had charge of them, that in the peculiarities of this 
climate and country, they will prove invaluable auxiliaries, 
fully equal to the similar regiments so long and successfully 
used by the British authorities in the West Indies. 

In conclusion I would say it is my hope, there appearing to 
be no possibility of other reinforcements owing to the 
exigencies of the campaign in the peninsular, to have 
organized by the end of next fall and to be able to present to 
the Government from forty-eight to fifty thousand of these 
hardy and devoted soldiers. 

Trusting that this letter may form part of your answer to Mr. 
Wickliffe's resolution. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
.......... D. Hunter, 
.......... Major General Commanding 

The reading of this famous document in the House brought 
out such a storm of laughter, from both friends and foes that 
further action was impossible. The Hon. Sunset Cox 
speaking of the matter some years later said: "I tell you that 
letter from Hunter spoiled the prettiest speech I had ever 
thought of making. I had been delighted with Wickliffe's 
motion, and thought the reply to it would furnish us with 
first-rate democratic thunder for the next election. I made 
up my mind to sail in on Hunter's answer no matter what it 
was--the moment it came, and to be even more humorously 
successful in its delivery and reception than I was in my 
speech against war-horse Gurley of Ohio. Well you see, man 

proposes, but Providence orders otherwise. When the clerk 
announced the receipt of the letter, and that he was about to 
read it, I caught the Speaker's eye, and was booked for the 
first speech against your Negro experiment. The first 
sentence being formal and official was very well: but at the 
second the House began to grin, and at the third, there was 
not a man on the floor, except Father Wickliffe, of Kentucky, 
perhaps, who was not convulsed with laughter. Even my 
own risibles I found to be affected, and before the document 
was concluded, I motioned to the Speaker that he might give 
the floor to whom he pleased, as my desire to distinguish 
myself in in that particular tilt was over."    To Be 
Continued… 

New Lincoln Conspirators Blog 
  
Many of you likely remember our guide Dave Taylor and his 
wife from our Lincoln Conspiracy Tour several years ago,  
they were fantastic!  Dave has created a new blog containing 
a treasure trove of information concerning the Conspiracy 
and those involved.  Dave's blog can be found at 
LincolnConspirators.com. This month's edition deals with 
"Treason Chokers" and "Wooden Overcoats": An 
Eyewitness Account of the Conspirators' Execution  

I highly recommend taking a look even if you only have a 
fleeting interest in the subject.  You won't be disappointed! 

 
LOOKING BACK 

February 1997 
 

Our “guest” speaker was our own Jack Anderson, who 
presented a program on Joshua Lawrence 
Chamberlain and the 20th Maine.   
 

Spring Tour 
 

May 23-26:  The Second Manassas/Cedar Mountain 
Seminar and Tour.   
 
Cathy Hoyt was the editor of the Newsletter. 
 

Many Talents in the Rank and File! 
Recap of the Presentations at the  

January Meeting 
 
     Tom McKenna opened the January forum with some 
humorous and inspiring anecdotes about his Civil War 
ancestor and the modified 1816 flintlock that he carried 
during his service with the 22nd Iowa – the regiment saw 
action at Vicksburg and Cedar Creek.  Everyone had a good 
laugh when Tom told about his Dad firing the gun when he 
was a boy with the ramrod still in the barrel!  And he 
brought home some of the grim realities, telling how the 
men had to improvise ways to keep their supplies dry when 
they landed at Vicksburg, and how they carried their fresh 
meat provisions on their bayonets! 
 
     Nick Charyk; at age eleven, the youngest speaker of the 
evening, easily held everyone’s attention as he told about 
Conrad McCoulloch, the father of his grandfather’s “foster 
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mother,” who served with Co. D 3rd NY Infantry.  Nick 
passed around McCoulloch’s picture and two medals that 
were passed down to Nick, one of them from the GAR.  Nick 
did some excellent research on the New York regiment’s 
history and gave an account of their battles and skirmishes 
with accompanying statistics.  GMCWRT has a copy of 
Nick’s report for anyone who missed the talk.  Keep up the 
good work, Nick! 
  
     Jeannine Dix described the steps she has taken to locate 
information about her ancestor, Zadok Veach who served 
with the 6th Maryland Regiment.  In Maryland’s Civil War 
records she discovered that he was killed in action at 
Winchester on September 19, 1864 and she hopes to find 
where he was buried from either pension or service records 
she’s requesting from the National Archives.  Good luck 
Jeannine!   
 
     Bob Allen distributed a printed list of stories he’s read 
that he called the “Ten Best Stories of the Civil War, Slavery, 
or the Consequences of the War.”  Bob summarized each of 
the books with his characteristic good humor.  One story on 
the list, “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” had appeared 
on the Twilight Zone!   
 
     Dr. David Cross related the history behind the 
development of the Congressional Medal of Honor along 
with some of the inconsistencies in what earned it—whether 
political favoritism or heroic service.  David’s conclusion 
was that knowing people in high places sometimes carried 
more weight than merit!  He also touched on the 
background of the medal’s predecessor, Washington’s 
Badge of Military Merit;” and the surprising fact that the 
Navy was ahead of the Army in establishing a meritorious 
medal in 1861. 
 
     Jack Anderson was last on the agenda with slides from 
the GMCWRT spring outing to Grant’s Cottage on Mt. 
McGregor, which is in the Adirondacks near Lake George, 
New York.  Grant spent his final weeks there finishing his 
“Personal Memoirs” while suffering from throat cancer.  
Two of the more poignant slides showed the bed where 
Grant died with the imprint of a memorial wreath still on 
the counterpane; and the clock that was stilled at the 
moment of his death 23 July, 1885.   
 

Abraham Lincoln’s Centenary  
 February 12, 1909  

 
(The following is from Humanities, Januar/February 2009 
Volume 30, Number 1.)  
 
The culmination on February 12 was five events that drew 
thousands to the city’s auditorium and armories (Chicago, 
Illinois).  The speeches there and all over the country were a 
time to retell America’s most important story and heap 
laurels on its hero.  People spoke of Lincoln’s simplicity and 
rugged honesty, of how he saved democracy and was the 
“right arm of the common people,” and of how “he was 
destined by God to perform a divine action.” 

 
Woodrow Wilson, who gave the leading speech at Chicago’s 
auditorium, said, “My earliest recollection is standing at my 
father’s gateway in Augusta, Georgia, when I was four years 
old, and hearing, someone pass and say that Mr. Lincoln 
was elected and there was to be war.”  After extolling 
Lincoln’s virtues, he asked, “Can we have other Lincolns?  
We cannot do without them.  This country is going to have 
crisis after crisis.”  At the end of the program, when veterans 
of the Grand Army of the Republic marched out, dipping 
their colors as they passed General Grant, the son of their 
old commander, “there was scarcely a dry eye in the house,” 
says Nathan W. MacChesney  
 
Rabbi Emil Hirsch, who spoke at the Second Regiment 
Armory, said the anniversary challenges whether “we have 
proven worthy heirs of the fathers.”  He asked, “How do we 
measure up against him?” 
 
Thousands of black citizens, including the men of the Eighth 
Infantry and the Colored Citizens’ Committee, gathered at 
the Seventh Regiment Armory, to honor Lincoln the 
Emancipator.  In his address, the Reverend A. J. Carey told 
them, “If the spirit world has interest in this material world, 
how depressed must be the spirit of Lincoln at the backward 
swinging of the pendulum.”   
 
In Springfield, both the French and English ambassadors 
were in attendance, and William J. Bryan spoke.  The 
Daughters of the American Revolution hosted festivities, 
and a spectacular dinner at the State Arsenal was supported 
by donations from the Abraham Lincoln Association.  
MacChesney reports that “the negroes of the city held a 
separate meeting of their own in honor of the day.”   
 

Abraham Lincoln’s  
Dog, Fido 

By Kate Kelly 
 

There’s a nice article about President Lincoln’s dog, Fido, in 
the Winter issue of 4 Legs & a Tail.   
 

February Dates in Civil War History 
 
Feb. 18, 1861 – CSA President Jefferson Davis is sworn in at 
Montgomery, Alabama with Alexander Stephens as Vice 
President. 
February 6, 1862 – Fort Henry, TN is captured by Union 
naval forces under Flag Officer Andrew Foote.  Federal 
gunboats participating in the attack are USS Carondelet, 
USS Cincinnati, USS Conestoga, USS Essex, USS Lexington, 
USS Saint Louis, and USS Tyler. 
Feb. 17, 1862 – Ulysses Simpson Grant, U.S.A. is appointed 
Major General. 
Feb. 14, 1864 – Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U.S.A. 
occupies Meridian, Mississippi.  
 
Happy February Birthdays to Elaine Coburn 
and Don and Carolyn Streeter!   
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