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ROLF DIAMANT 

THE BLOCKADE BOARD’S BACKDOOR WAR: 
INTENDED AND UNINTENDED 

CONSEQUENCES.” 
                 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2023 
                        BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 
              WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VERMONT 

 
12 Noon Social Hour  
12:30 Buffet Lunch 

12:45 Business Meeting 
1:00 Program followed by discussion and book raffle 

 
The Blockade Board’s Backdoor War: 

Intended and Unintended Consequences 
 
In June 1861, the United States Navy Department convened 
a small working group in Washington DC to rapidly put in 
place an ambitious strategy to guide a total blockade of the 
Confederacy: 3,500 miles of coastline and 180 ports. This 
small group of four individuals, known as the “blockade 
board,” set in motion plans for a series of amphibious 
coastal landings from North Carolina to Louisiana in 
support of the expanding United States naval blockade.  
According to Rolf Diamant, adjunct associate professor of 
history at University of Vermont and former national park 
superintendent, these coastal incursions, which he calls the 

“Backdoor War,” occurred in regions with some of the 
highest populations of enslaved people in the South.  
Diamant will discuss the intended and unintended 
consequence of this “Backdoor War” and how it triggered a 
social revolution that accelerated emancipation, the 
destabilization of plantation slavery, and ultimately the final 
defeat of the Confederacy.  
 
Rolf Diamant is a UVM adjunct associate professor and 
former superintendent of five national parks. He is co-
author with Ethan Carr of the new book Olmsted and 
Yosemite: Civil War, Abolition, and the National Park 
Idea (LALH – 2022,) and co editor and contributing author 
of A Thinking Person’s Guide to America’s National 
Parks (Braziller —2016.).  He has lectured on the causes and 
consequences of the American Civil War including on the 
protection of Yosemite Valley (1864) in the wider context of 
war-related legislation and reforms. Rolf served as a 
gubernatorial appointee to the Vermont Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Commission (2011-2015.) 

 
February 2023 Treasurer's Report 

 
Starting Balance: $2536.46 
 
Deposit: $265  
Expenses: Lunch $190.00, Speaker $137 (Mileage, Lunch, 
Maple Syrup) Vermont Civil War Hemlocks: Donations: Lt. 
Colonel Addison Preston uniform $200, Gettysburg 
Remembrance Day Flowers $20  
Petty Cash: $77  
Ending Balance: $2331.46 
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2023 Program Schedule  
 
March 11 - Steven E. Sodergren - Discussion about the 
ongoing monuments issue, with an emphasis on the West 
Point memorials. Also possibly discuss the renaming of 
military bases. 
 
April 15- Wayne Motts   - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS 
IS THE THIRD SATURDAY!    
 
May 13 – Bob Amos – His family connections with 
Harriet Tubman.  
 
Sept.  9 – Chuck Viet 
 
Oct. 14 – Mike Pride – Harriet Patience Dame – 2nd 
NH Regiment Nurse  
 

GMCWRT 2023 JOURNEY 
Return to the Shenandoah Valley  

May 2023 
 

We have a destination, we are formulating a plan, and we 
are awaiting notice of Bob's availability to take the wheel. As 
soon as I hear from Premier about Bob's May schedule our 

dates will be set and our plan will be set in motion.  
Stay Tuned!!!! 

 
 
  Minutes from our January 2023 Meeting 
 

By Peter Sinclair 
 
Rob Grandchamp, a former National Park guide at Harpers 
Ferry spoke about the history of the Arsenal and Armory 
there as well as its role in the development of guns with 
interchangeable parts. Rob has spoken to our group before. 
 
After the Revolution, two armories were set up, one in 
Harpers Ferry, and one in Springfield, Massachusetts. 
Harpers Ferry was a good place for an armory except they 
had to bring iron from Pennsylvania. The weapons initially 
were made by individual craftsmen, making each part. John 
Hall, a gunsmith from Maine, developed a breech-loading 
weapon and introduced the concept of having guns with 
interchangeable parts. In 1819 he demonstrated to Congress 
that 10 guns could be taken apart and put together from the 
parts. I had thought the first time this happened was when 
representatives from the Windsor, Vermont, plant did the 
same thing in 1851 at the Crystal Palace exhibition in 
London. Hall’s gun was not a great gun, leaving powder in 
the breech which could lead to explosion.  In the 1830s, 
individual gunsmiths were replaced by machines, and the 
gunsmiths went on strike that was broken by President 
Tyler. In 1841, the Mississippi rifle was introduced with a 
percussion cap. There were 400 workers at Harpers Ferry 
armory at this time. However, in the Mexican war, flintlock 
rifles were mainly used. 
 

James H. Burton came to Harpers Ferry in 1844 initially as 
a machinist and became foreman of the shop He developed 
new designs for the Minnie bullet. It was hollow on the back 
side so gases pushed the sides of the bullet into the rifling of 
the barrel to make the bullet spin. This increased accuracy 
to 500 yards and still able to kill at 6 to 700 yards. Also, 
 these balls could be loaded two or three times per minute.  
 
In October 1859, Harpers Ferry was in full production, 
making rifles and pistols for the US Army and for state 
militia. 
 
Rob then talked about the siege that occurred in 1859 when 
John Brown took over the arsenal in an unsuccessful 
attempt to cause a slave revolt. The survivors were in the 
fire engine house when Federal troops under Robert E. Lee 
and Jeb Stuart came. Stuart claimed to have recognized 
John Brown, having known him in Kansas. (I raised a 
question, whether Brown, who now had an enormous beard, 
could be recognized when Stuart had only seen him before, 
without a beard.) Brown was captured. The Federals should 
have tried him, but President Buchanan was reluctant and 
turned him over to the state of Virginia who hanged him 
after the trial, and he was buried in Lake Placid, New York, 
underneath where the ski jump is today. 
 
By 1861 they were only 12,000 guns left at Harpers Ferry. 
Tourists were already coming to see John Brown relics. 
After Virginia seceded, Harpers Ferry was now in a 
Confederate state.  5000 Virginia militia came to get the 
guns and the arsenal was blowing up, an explosion so large 
it was felt 7 miles away. Fire spread to the Armory but 95% 
of the machines were saved and were collected in April 1861 
by Stonewall Jackson, who sent them to armories in 
Richmond, Virginia, and Fayetteville, North Carolina. So 
there was no longer any gun manufacturing in Harpers 
Ferry. 
 
A book that Rob recommended is called “Harpers Ferry 
Armory and the New Technologies: the Challenge of 
Change” (1980 )  by Merritt Roe Smith (available cheap, 
used at Amazon).  
 
Note:  Thank you so much, Peter, for doing this!  If anyone 
would like to take minutes from our February meeting, 
please let me know! 
 
We had 25 people attend our meeting including 2 guests.  
We decided to donate $200 to help fund the effort to bring 
Lt. Colonel Addison Preston’s uniform back to the Danville, 
Vermont, Historical Society.  Preston had been in the 
Vermont Cavalry.  We signed a Get Well card for former 
member Pat Wheatley who is recovering from surgery.  Our 
raffle winners were Peter Sinclair, Alice Evans, Ron Holm, 
Bob Coburn and Ron Brown.   
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LOOKING BACK – CAMP GRIFFIN GAZETTE 
 

From our February 1999 Issue 
 
Our guest speaker was Roger D. Cary of Suffern, New York 
who spoke on Port Hudson:  The Forgotten Battle of the 
Civil War.   
----- 
135th Anniversary of the Civil War Exhibit, New York in the 
Civil War:  February 1999.  Sponsored by the Capital 
District Civil War Round Table of Albany.  A month long 
exhibit of original and reproduction Civil War artifacts, 
maps, and paintings will be installed at the Guilderland 
Public Library, 2222 Western Ave., Guilderland, NY  (1 mile 
from the corners of Rtes 155 and 20 on Route 20 in Albany 
County) for the entire month of February.  Exhibit 
highlights are:  Information on the CDCWRT and local 
groups interested in CW study; Lincoln and Leaders 
(honoring Lincoln’s 190th birthday this month); Black 
History Month (including some never before published 
photos of disabled vets and their service records); Women’s 
History and the Homefront Support – What families and 
communities experienced during the war; Life of a Soldier – 
Uniforms and equipment, North and South; Remembering  
Then – The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) and an 
extensive collection of badges and memorabilia from the 
era; Remembering Now – Battlefield preservation and 
monument restorations, and getting started in research.  
There will be special sessions on the 12th and 13th including 
Lincoln in Life, an artist’s view by John Dyer, Lincoln artist 
(7:30 Fri. eve.)  For more information call Sue Knost 
weekdays at 860-285-7033 (voice mail).   
 
Note:  Unfortunately, Sue is no longer with us.   
 
Preservation News (This is from the February 1999 
issue) 
 
1st U.S. Sharpshooter Monument Restoration 
 
     Here’s a message from Tom Winters in regard to the 
restoration of the 1st U.S. Sharpshooter Monument at 
Gettysburg.  Tom is the Director of Public Relations BSPA 
Inc. is sending raffle tickets via Lew and Ginny Gage for 
anyone interested in buying a few to help out. 
     “How much do we need?  The cost to repair the marble 
column is nearly $6,000.  The NEW eagle will require 
$12,000.  We have enough to pay for the column.  So now 
our efforts are turned to raising the funds to purchase a new 
eagle.  It should be noted that the price we are working from 
was quoted by a Vermont monument manufacturer and is 
over a year old.  This means that the final cost could be 
higher.  What will be done with the money?  All money 
raised, except for a small portion that goes toward 
newsletter mailings and office bills, will go directly to the 
monument.  Beyond this project we already know that there 
are several grave sites that need new stones.  We hope to see 
the column in place this year.  The company doing the work 
has been dragging its heels for quite some time and we’re 
looking for an alternate source to keep things on track.  The 

eagle is another matter.  The gentleman that gave us the 
quote said that a deposit would be required before work 
would start.  So we would need about $3,000 to $6,000 in 
the bank prior to seeing that begin.  And naturally the 
balance would be due upon completion (about six months 
later). 
     We are waiting to hear from the governor of Vermont to 
see what assistance they can offer.  And we move ever 
forward with our own small, but well-meaning fund raisers 
like the Dale Gallon raffle.  If possible, let your people know 
that joining the BSPA allows them an additional deduction.  
We are an official non-profit group.  We are fifty-three 
members strong and we have room for many more!! Many 
thanks for all your help.  Our best regards to you both!   
 
-- 
 
The photo below is of Tom Vanacore the sculptor who did 
such a fantastic job!   
 

 
 
Thirty-six-year-old Colonel David Wyatt Aiken 
commanded the 7th South Carolina Infantry. He 
wrote this letter to his wife from near Hagerstown, 
Maryland. on July 11, 1863. The 7th South Carolina 
fought on the Rose Farm near the infamous 
Wheatfield on July 2. 

Thirty-six-year-old Colonel David Wyatt 
Aiken commanded the 7th South Carolina 
Infantry. He wrote this letter to his wife from 
near Hagerstown, Maryland. on July 11, 1863. 
The 7th South Carolina fought on the Rose 
Farm near the infamous Wheatfield on July 2. 

Well my dearest wife, I wrote you a hurried note in pencil 
about three days ago, but doubt if it has ever yet crossed the 
Potamac, & even if it has, I know your joy in seeing my 
handwriting once more will be such, that you will willingly 
read a reiteration of the contents of my former letter. Well, 
to begin anew at our first crossing of the Potomac. This was 
done in the rain on the 26" June. And by the way, this is the 
only dry day we have had since, or the only day we have not 
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had either heavy dews or rains. We marched reasonably 
along through Hagerstown, Middleburg, Greencastle, 
Chambersburg, here taking the right to Cashtown thence to 
Gettysburg, where we first met the enemy, 1 1/2 miles 
before reaching the city. Our army, as I wrote you, moved 
left in front, Ewell's Corps leading the way, and going north 
from Chambersburg, towards Harrisburg, as far as Carlisle, 
while Hill & Longstreet went towards Gettysburg. On the 1st 
July Hill met the enemy, fought & whipt him, driving him 
two miles beyond Gettysburg to some very high hills or 
barren mountains, as formidable as Gibraltar. The next 
night & day Ewell swung around South East marching 
towards Gettysburg & we (Longstreet) moved to the right of 
Hill, all the army being in line of battle by noon of the 2d, 
confronting the enemy with a line running almost due North 
& South, and perhaps 15 or more miles long. About noon the 
cannonading began, & by 2 PM we were ordered to advance 
with the infantry, which we did in fine stile directly in front 
of the cannon not 1000 yds distant, which immediately 
began playing on Kershaws Brig, the most exposed, having 
to advance from behind the stone wall just in the edge of the 
woods through a large level clover field. Just before we 
moved a shell struck my color guard, killing two men & 
wounding three. We moved up though quietly not able to 
shoot a gun for some time. Presently we came upon the 
Infantry, the artillery retiring, and then we went at it in 
earnest. We fought for half hour or more, and drove the 
enemy for half a mile perhaps, and during my experience I 
have never seen so much damage done both parties in so 
short a space of time. I had 18 men killed, several mortally 
wounded, and about 100 more or less wounded, some 
twenty only stunned by shells who have already reported for 
duty. My Regt suffered about as all the other Regts in the 
Brigd. Sixteen of my men have lost arms or legs. That night 
we lay on the Battle field, and next morning by daylight 
were ordered to advance amid the groans of the wounded 
enemy (our's had been moved back) and over the dead of 
both parties. We found the enemy had retired to the sides of 
the rocky mountain, in our front, & had themselves so 
fortified we could do nothing with infantry. During the fight 
of the two days we captured about 11,000 prisoners. On the 
morning of the 3d Genl Lee ordered Genl Picket (a Virg 
Division that had not been engaged) to attack the most 
vulnerable portion of the enemy's line, while he shelled their 
entire line with artillery. Our general line of infantry were 
then withdrawn to the woods from which we had driven the 
enemy, about midway between the enemy's and our line. 
Here we lay down when the cannonading began. We opened 
175 cannon at one time, & the enemy replied with perhaps 
half as many. Some shells badly aimed wounded a few of 
our infantry (2 of my men,) and I know killed & wounded 
hundred, if not thousands of the enemy. That night we were 
withdrawn to our original line of battle, after Lee found he 
could not dislodge the enemy. Pickett made several brilliant 

charges, but failed in driving the enemy from their walls. 
During the 4th everything was comparatively quiet except a 
cavalry fight on our right & in our sight, which kept McLaws 
Division under arms in line of battle all day. About 3 PM it 
closed, and then the gentle rain which had been falling just 
poured down, all the evening. About 10 PM we got orders to 
march & in the rain by daylight had only gone 5 miles. All 
day Sunday, the 5", we were standing about in the rain & 
mud, getting our waggons in line of march, & sending the 
wounded back to Williamsport & the prisoners on to the 
same point. The enemy at the same time fell back but where 
to I have no idea. We came by way of Fairfield & on directly 
to Hagerstown. The enemy made several attempts to 
capture our waggon train, & did destroy a few, but paid 
dearly for it. We invariably whipt them off, or captured 
some of their men. We all arrived hereabouts on Tuesday & 
have been here since. What we are to do next, no one but 
Genl Lee can tell. I learn he says he intends to fight them 
again north of the Potomac. I don't know, & hope not, fir I 
think a fair calculation, will stretch his loss since he crossed 
the Potomac on the 26" to about 18 or 20,000 men. The 
enemy's loss must be vastly larger, for we captured 11000 
prisoners. The Potomac is swimming & I imagine we will 
remain here till it falls, & then cross again into Virg., but can 
not tell. I am sick of Maryland, and never want to come this 
side of the river again. As a Yankee prisoner told one of my 
men, we have found a great difference between invading the 
North & defending the South. 

Note:  Thanks to Alan Brunelle for sending this. 

From the Civil War Medical Coalition 

By 1864, there were an average of 7,333 desertions a month 
from the Union army.  Many desertions were the result of 
bounty jumpers – men who would collect bounty to enlist, 
then desert and do it again elsewhere.  The US government 
spent $300 million dollars on bounties while state and local 
governments spent about the same.   

 
February Round Table Member Birthday! 

 
February 2 is Elaine Coburn’s Birthday 

 
Happy Birthday!!!   

 
 

Did you know:  Confederate General Lewis Addison 
Armistead entered West Point in 1834.  In 1836, he 
was dismissed for breaking a mess-hall plate over the 
head of classmate and future Confederate General 
Jubal Anderson Early. 

 


