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MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
SOUP – HOT DISH
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES

ROLF DIAMANT
SUPERINTENDENT
WOODSTOCK NATIONAL
PARK SERVICE
“THE TUG HAS TO COME, AND BETTER
NOW THAN LATE; REFLECTIONS ON THE
SECESSION WINTER OF 1860-1861”
SATURDAY, JAN. 8, 2011
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT

PLEASE NOTE THAT JACK ANDERSON WILL
NOW BE THE “CONDUIT FOR
CONVERSATION” BETWEEN DAVID BRIGGS
OF THE HOTEL COOLIDGE AND OUR
MEMBERSHIP. YOU CAN EITHER E-MAIL
HIM SUGGESTIONS OR COMMENTS, CALL
HIM AT 802-457-2398, OR SEE HIM AT A
ROUND TABLE MEETING.
ROLF DIAMANT

12-12:30 Social Hour
12:30-1:00 Buffet Lunch
1:15 Business Meeting
1:15 Program, followed by discussion
3:00 Adjournment
Guaranteed lunch reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, Jan. 7. Cost per person for the buffet dinner is
$17.50. Without reservations: $19.50. For the
meeting and program only, there is a donation of $2.00 for
members and $4.00 for non-members. For reservations
please contact Gail Blake at 802-296-2919 or e-mail her at
auntis@comcast.net.

January 2011

Lincoln’s portentous words “the tug has to come” written in
a December, 1861 letter, still haunts us. This Roundtable
discussion will focus on the Secession Winter of 1860/1861;
the upending of a long established political order; the rapid
unraveling of federal authority in the South; and the futile
attempts at compromise.
Was war inevitable? We will discuss the actions of various
interests including the state of South Carolina, the
Buchanan administration and the president-elect over those
five extraordinary months.
There will also be an opportunity to talk about the Civil War
Sesquicentennial and a framework for guiding Vermont’s
commemorations and reflections on the war.
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Rolf Diamant lives in Woodstock, Vermont and is a member
of the Vermont Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission. In
his day job, Rolf serves as superintendent of Marsh-BillingsRockefeller National Historical Park, a park with a strong
narrative connection to the Civil War. George Marsh
represented the Lincoln Administration as diplomat in
Europe and Frederick Billings was instrumental in keeping
California loyal to the Union and raising considerable sums
on behalf of the national war effort. From June through
October, the national park offers a popular walking tour
“Causes and Consequences: The Civil War Home Front”
through the center of Woodstock Village.

Jan. 13– Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH. Camp
Members, Junior Members, SUVCW Auxiliary Members,
and guests are welcome! For more information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic_blue.ht
ml
Jan. 20 – Joshua Chamberlain (ME) CWRT –
Blaikie Hines - “How I Came to Write a Book About
First Bull Run.”
http:/community.curtislibrary.com/chamberlaincwrt
Jan. 21 – Bill Hallett, President, NHCWRT – “Civil
War Sites of Newburyport.” Check out their web
site for more information: www.cwrt-nh.org

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of
the Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:
Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

Syracuse Herald (NY) Wednesday –
20 Mar 1918
GEN. L.A. GRANT, CIVIL WAR HERO,
DIES AT NINETY

The deadline for the February newsletter is Jan. 30, 2010.

Former Acting Secretary of War Under President Harrison Given Medal by Congress for Distinguished Service in War
Minneapolis, Minn. March, 20 - Gen. L.A. Grant, Civil War
veteran, once assistant secretary of war under President
Harrison, died at his home last night. He was 90 years old.
In recognition of his distinguished service in the civil war he
was awarded a medal by Congress. Entering the service as a
major with the Fifth Vermont Infantry, he rapidly won
himself promotion to brigadier general and later to major
general.

2011 Program Schedule
Program Chair: Peter Sinclair
Feb. 12

SATURDAY
Steve Sotogren, Norwich
University – “Union Soldiers’
Experience in Overland and
Wilderness Campaigns”

March 12

SATURDAY
Barbara Watts – “Custer and
Battle of Big Horn”

April 9

SATURDAY
Kate Larson – “Harriet Tubman
and the Underground Railroad”

June 14

Alan Brunelle – NHCWRT –
“2nd NH Regiment in the Peach
Orchard”

Two sons, Capt. Colfax Grant, a Minneapolis attorney, and
Dr. U.S. Grant, dean of the Chicago College of Liberal Arts
at Northwestern university, and a daughter, Mrs. George W.
Stone, Indianapolis, survive, besides the widow.
At Cedar Creek, Va., where General Sheridan was twenty
miles distant at Winchester, General Grant in command of a
division of the Sixth army corps, held five divisions of the
Confederates until the arrival of his chief, his division being
the only one to hold its portion of the line without retreat.
For his service he was made a major general.
In the final battle of the war, seven days before Lee
surrendered; he made the plan of assault and was given the
post of honor leading the charge. At the head of his force he
broke through the Confederate line and was severally
wounded. He was born at Winhall, Vt.

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings

A Very Happy Birthday on
January 17 to our
Program Chair Peter Sinclair

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/

and
Happy New Year!
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jurisdiction of our armies. It will lead to no immediate
insurrections, and involve no massacres, except such as the
rebels in the blindness of their wrath may themselves set on
foot. The slaves have no arms, are without organization, and
in dread of the armed and watchful whites. Besides, they
evince no disposition to fight for themselves so long as they
see that we are fighting for them. They understand, beyond
all question, that the tendency of this war is to give them
freedom, and that the Union armies, whatever may be their
motive, are actually and practically fighting for their liberty.
If the war should suddenly end, -- if they should see the
fighting stop, and the Constitution which protects Slavery
restored to full vigor in the Slave States, their
disappointment would vent itself in the wrathful explosion
of insurrection and violence. But so long as the war
continues, we look for nothing of that kind. Whenever our
armies reach their immediate vicinity, they will doubtless
assert their freedom, and call upon us to "recognize and
maintain" it. Until then, they will work for their masters and
wait for deliverance.

The President's Proclamation.
The New York Times
Jan. 3, 1863
President Lincoln's proclamation, which we publish this
morning, marks an era in the history, not only of this war,
but of this country and the world. It is not necessary to
assume that it will set free instantly the enslaved blacks of
the South, in order to ascribe to it the greatest and most
permanent importance. Whatever may be its immediate
results, it changes entirely the relations of the National
Government to the institution of Slavery. Hitherto Slavery
has been under the protection of the Government;
henceforth it is under its ban. The power of the Army and
Navy, hitherto employed in hunting and returning to
bondage the fugitive from service, are to be employed in
maintaining his freedom whenever and wherever he may
choose to assert it. This change of attitude is itself a
revolution.

President LINCOLN "recommends" the enfranchised slaves,
"in all cases, when allowed, to labor faithfully for reasonable
wages." That great question, before the end is reached, will
demand other treatment than this. If the President supposes
that millions of men, who never made a bargain in their
lives, who were never consulted on any subject affecting
their own interest, who never made provision for their own
support, or had the slightest charge connected with the
maintenance of wives or children, and who have worked all
their lives under the pressure of force and fear, can pass
suddenly to the condition of free men, -- recognizing at once
all its responsibilities and performing all its duties, -- he
must believe that the age of miracles is not yet past. If the
Proclamation makes the slaves actually free, there will come
the further duty of making them work. That the whole negro
race is to remain idle if it should choose so to do, being free,
no one can seriously propose. If the slaves choose to "labor
faithfully for reasonable wages" -- very well: -- they will
establish their claim to freedom by the highest of titles, the
ability to use and enjoy it. But if they do not, they must be
compelled to do it, -- not by brute force, nor by being owned
like cattle, and denied every human right, but by just and
equal laws, -- such laws as in every community control and
forbid vagrancy, mendicancy and all the shapes by which
idle vagabondage preys upon industry and thrift.

President LINCOLN takes care, by great precision in his
language, to define the basis on which this action rests. He
issues the Proclamation "as a fit and necessary war measure
for suppressing the rebellion." While he sincerely believes it
to be an "act of justice warranted by the Constitution," he
issues it "upon military necessity." In our judgment it is only
upon that ground and for that purpose that he has any right
to issue it at all. In his civil capacity as President, he has not
the faintest shadow of authority to decree the emancipation
of a single slave, either as an "act of justice" or for any other
purpose whatever. As Commander-in-Chief of the army he
has undoubtedly the right to deprive the rebels of the aid of
their slaves. -- just as he has the right to take their horses,
and to arrest all persons who may be giving them aid and
comfort, -- "as a war measure" and upon grounds of military
necessity.
It may seem at first sight a matter of small importance in
what capacity the act is done. But its validity may, in the
end, depend upon that very point. Sooner or later his action
in this matter will come up for reviewal before the Supreme
Court; and it is a matter of the utmost importance to the
President, to the slaves, and to the country, that it should
come in a form to be sustained. It must be a legal and a
constitutional act, in form as well as in substance. We wish
that for this reason the President had given it the form of a
Military Order, -- addressed to his subordinate Generals,
enjoining upon them specific acts in the performance of
their military duties, -- instead of a Proclamation addressed
to the world at large, and embodying declarations and
averments instead of commands.

But all this opens a vast and most difficult subject, with
which we do not propose now to deal. In time, however, it
will challenge universal attention, and demand for the
solution of the problems which it involves the ablest and
most patient statesmanship of the land.

On January 9, 1861, Louisiana senators Judah
P. Benjamin and John Slidell leak information
on federal troop movements to the Louisiana
militia, resulting in the state’s seizure of the
federal arsenal at Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

What effect the Proclamation will have remains to be seen.
We do not think that it will at once set free any considerable
number of slaves beyond the actual and effective
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ancestor’s diary for inclusion in future Camp Griffin
newsletters. (See Pages 5 & 6)

MINUTES FROM OUR DECEMBER
MEETING

Last but not least, Dave Curtin gave a very
humorous presentation on “The Court-Martial of
Private John Cain.”

We had 20 for dinner and an additional three
members joined us just for the meeting.
Peter Sinclair “chaired” the meeting.

Raffle winners were: Dave Mayhew, Alan Cheever,
Brian Smith, Mary Davis, Dewey Jones (welcome
back!), Whitney Maxfield, and Tony Gow.

Dave Mayhew gave us an up-date on his November
talk on the Court Martial of Lt. Col. Chandler.
Chandler’s widow, Louisa, applied for a pension. It
was a thick file. Evidently Chandler had gout.
According to the file, the court-martial was a sham!

2011 GMCWRT BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY
WASHINGTON DC REVISITED
MAY 12-16, 2011

Whitney Maxfield who is Camp Commander of the
Sons of Union Veterans in Barre, VT, informed us
that RT member Tom McKenna is looking for
dispatches to newspaper and other media of events
– personal incidents – not to exceed 200 words for
their newsletter. Tom informed your editor that Mo
Cerutti is the editor for this project, and if you have
any questions or would like to contribute, you can
contact Tom and he will pass the information along
to Mo: tpmckenna@stoweaccess.com

Our 2011 journey will take us to Washington DC
and the surrounding area. We plan to visit the
fortifications surrounding the city, Lincoln's
Summer Cottage (renovations are now complete),
the Frederick Douglass Home, The Congressional
Cemetery, and the ground of 1st Manassas, along
with other significant sites. Pricing has not yet
been set, but will be based on 40 people and will
include, RT motorcoach transportation from
WRJct via Premier Coach, four nights hotel
accommodations, breakfast daily, most lunches and
dinners, all admission and guide fees,
refreshments, and an information packet. Our
previous trip to the DC area was sold out, so don't
delay! Deposits are $75 per person, 50% refundable
if you cancel, 100% refundable if the trip is
cancelled. For more information please contact
Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.
All are welcome!

Peter mentioned that your editor is still looking for
someone to take notes at our meetings. As you can
certainly tell, I do not take notes very well! It is
something I do not enjoy doing, and it certainly
shows! If you’re interested in doing this, even for a
month from time to time, please let me know.
Peter Sinclair is looking for people to help him
make decisions on who to have for speakers. If
you’re interested, please see Peter at our January
meeting, or e-mail him at:
Peter.R.Sinclair@Dartmouth.Edu

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2010— March 2011 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Lew Gage informed everyone of the recent death of
Sue Knost, Program Chair of the Capital District
Civil War Round Table. Sue lost her battle with
cancer. Many of you will remember Sue and her RT
group supporting our Full Duty Banquet efforts
every year we had them. Lew suggested we might
send a donation to the CDCWRT in Sue’s name.
Dave Curtin made a motion we send $100, Whitney
seconded the motion, and the motion was passed.

Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail
address______________________________

Your newsletter editor, Ginny Gage, started the
December presentations with a program on Harriet
P. Dame, the matron for the 2nd New Hampshire
Regiment.

__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

John Mudge was next with a powerpoint
presentation on his ancestor, Henry A. Wise, who
was a Brigadier-General during the Civil War
among many other things! John brought along
some diaries and other memorabilia. He has
written a book on his ancestors entitled “End of an
Era.” John will be sending along excerpts from his

Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___
Dues are payable to: GMCWRT c/o Mary B. Davis, 54
Renihan Meadows, Lebanon, NH 03766.
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In 1961, Congress appointed an official centennial
commission (unlike this year). The Commission lost its
credibility when it planned to meet in a segregated hotel.
Earlier in 2010, the governor of Virginia fell into a
political quagmire by designating April as Confederate
History Month without mentioning slavery. After a national
outcry, he apologized and changed his proclamation to
condemn slavery and spell out that slavery had led to war.
The Sons of Confederate Veterans asserts that the
Confederacy was a crusade for small government and states'
rights.
Jeff Antley, a member of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans and the Confederate Heritage Trust, is organizing
the secession ball in Charleston and a 10-day re-enactment
of the Confederate encampment at Fort Sumter, where the
first shots of the war were fired on April 12, 1861. He said
these events were meant to honor those South Carolinians
who signed the state's ordinance of secession on Dec. 20,
1860, when it became the first state to dissolve its union
with the United States. "Many people in the South still
believe that is a just and honorable cause. Do I believe they
were right in what they did? Absolutely," he said, noting
that he spoke for himself and not any organization.”
Mr. Antley said he was not defending slavery, which he
called an abomination. "But defending the South's right to
secede, the soldiers' right to defend their homes and the
right to self-government doesn't mean your arguments are
without weight because of slavery," he said.
Most historians say it is impossible to carve out slavery from
the context of the war. For example: "The North did not go
to war to end slavery, it went to war to hold the country
together and only gradually did it become anti-slavery -- but
slavery is why the South seceded."
In its secession papers, Mississippi, for example, called
slavery "the greatest material interest of the world" and said
that attempts to stop it would undermine "commerce and
civilization."
[Similar statements are present in the papers from some
other Southern states; the SC declaration can be read at
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_scarsec.asp].

Don Troiani – First Manassas”
Outside edge of the frame measures roughly
40” x 34.” The print is 24” x 30” and the
matte is 3.5” all around the print. Frame is
1.5” wide.
We are selling raffle tickets on the above print until
our June 2011 meeting. Tickets are $5.00 each or 6
for $25.00.

Celebrations of the 150th Anniversary of the
Start of the Civil War.
Contributed by Peter Sinclair
Several newspapers have recently published articles
and op-eds concerning the sesquicentennial and the
different ways it will be celebrated by groups interested in
the war, its origins and its meaning for us today. Here is a
summary of one article reported from Atlanta in the New
York Times of November 29, 2010, by Katharine Seelye,
entitled "Celebrating Secession Without the Slaves.”
Some groups in the old Confederacy are planning
celebrations of the secession days including a “secession
ball" in the former port of Charleston, SC, and a parade in
Montgomery, AL, including a mock swearing in of
Confederate President, Jefferson Davis. The Sons of
Confederate Veterans are preparing TV commercials. "All
we wanted was to be left to govern ourselves" says one ad
from GA. Michael Givens, commander of the Sons
explained: “While there were many causes of the war, our
people were only fighting to protect themselves from an
invasion and for their independence.” The NAACP plans to
protest some of these events, saying that celebrating
secession is like celebrating slavery.
Many activities will be purely historical such as the
147th anniversary of Lincoln's Gettysburg address and
lighting 23000 candles for the casualties at Antietam. In
Atlanta, the diorama depicting the first day of the Battle of
Atlanta is being renovated as a tourist attraction (and is well
worth seeing).

“End of an Era”
Copied below is an excerpt from John S. Wise's book “END
OF AN ERA,” that was published in 1899. He was at
Eastwood, the family farm west of Richmond, in 1860 and
then described the election of Lincoln. After that is an
excerpt from a northern ancestor's letter about Lincoln's
election. Different point of view. (The following was sent in
by John Mudge. Thank you!)
The school-teacher, the Rev. Mr. Dudley, was an efficient
man, who demanded that his pupils should study hard, and
was not at all squeamish about the proper use of hickory.
Notwithstanding this, he was popular, and joined in the
sports at recess with genuine zest…
It was during the recess hour, on a bright May day in
1860, that a boy rode by, returning perhaps from
Richmond, and gave Mr. Dudley a copy of a newspaper. No
sooner had he disposed himself comfortably to read the

5

news, leaving us boys to our diversions, than with a loud
exclamation he broke forth, “Ah! that settles it. I feared as
much. Abe Lincoln is nominated for President. He will be
elected, and that means war.”
I, who was now in my fourteenth year, and deeply
interested in political matters, was anxious to know why Mr.
Lincoln's election portended war any more than that of any
one else.
“Well,” said Mr. Dudley, perfectly sincere in every word
he spoke, “Mr. Seward was the logical candidate of the
Republican party, entitled to the nomination by superior
ability and by long service. He is a man of very pronounced
anti-slavery views, but is a gentleman by birth and
association, and if elected President, would respect his
constitutional obligations and the rights of the Southern
States. Everybody expected him to be the nominee; but his
course and utterances of late, especially utterances
concerning old John Brown, are not radical enough to suit
the Black Republicans. On the other hand, this man Lincoln
has come to the front, venomous and vindictive enough to
satisfy the most rabid abolitionist.” He then proceeded to
draw a picture of Lincoln horrible enough. He told how he
was, in his origin, of that class of low whites who hate
gentlemen because they are gentlemen; how, in personal
appearance, he was more like a gorilla than a human being;
how he possessed the arts and cunning of the demagogue to
a degree sufficient to build himself up by appealing to the
prejudices of his own class against gentlemen…

That settled Abraham Lincoln with me. I was thoroughly
satisfied that no such man ought to be President; but I could
not yet conceive it possible that such a monster would be
the choice of a majority of the people for President.
Lincoln's nomination did not, however, interfere with my
happiness or appetite. In fact, I had faith in the triumph of
Mr. Lincoln's opponents. —John S. Wise THE END OF
AN ERA, 1899.
Meanwhile, up in Troy, New York, Francis Thayer wrote to
his mother-in-law in Cambridge, NY:
Friday P.M. Nov 9th, 1860.
Dear Mother- Kitty has a sick headache today and she
says I must drop you a line- 'tis not neuralgia but one of her
old fashioned headaches. Hope she will be better when I go
home to tea. The children are very well and as for the
younger one, she is a regular little witch cat, driving about
on her hands & knees wherever she had a mind to… Well,
Election is over and Old Abe is elected & I have no doubt the
Union will be preserved. Our County did nobly under the
circumstances & Old Washington is herself again in all her
glory & majesty. Woods Mowing Machine Factory was
burned to the ground last Monday eve. Loss $40,000,
insured for $22,000. They are going to rebuild at Hoosick
as soon as possible. -Affectionately yours, Francis.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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