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Robert Sullivan

ROBERT SULLIVAN
“FORT FISHER –
THE LAST CONFEDERATE FORT THAT
PROTECTED WILMINGTON, NC”
SATURDAY, JAN. 14, 2012
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT

12:00 P.M. Social Hour
12:30 Buffet Lunch
1:00-1:15 Business Meeting
1:30 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, Jan. 13. Cost per person for the buffet lunch is
$17.50. For the meeting and program only, there is a
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for nonmembers. For reservations please contact Gail Blake at
802-296-2919 or e-mail her at auntis@comcast.net.

Sullivan is a lifelong Civil War enthusiast. He is a
member of the Civil War Roundtable of the Merrimac
located in Salisbury Mass., and has been president of that
RT two times and has been a member for 15 years. Robert is
married and lives in Haverhill, MA. In addition to his
interest in the Civil War, he has a great interest in WWII
and other periods of history.
His talk is entitled "Fort Fisher,” which was a sand
mound fort at the mouth of the Cape Fear River in North
Carolina. The talk will cover the reasons why Fort Fisher
came into existence and why it eventually was assaulted by
the Union Navy and Army. Robert will be covering the
Union Navy's blockade and the blockade runners who
brought supplies to the south. The final part of his talk will
cover the two sea borne operations which led to the fort's
capture by the Union. The battle which was fought for this
fort is not well known yet it was a big factor in ending the
war. The land and sea tactics used were innovations which
would further develop during the WWII Pacific Campaign.

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:
Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
HOT DISH - SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES
January 2012
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Whitney Maxfield told everyone about the William
Scott Camp SUV in Barre receiving permission to have a
monument built there in memory of the soldiers from Barre
who fought in the Civil War. It will have four granite panels
in the City Park with names of all men who enlisted from
Barre City and Barre Town in the Civil War, sand blasted
into these 4’ high panels. This memorial will stand near the
granite watering trough at the southeast point of the park.
This will be Barre’s memorial to the Civil War, for it now has
none. The cost is estimated at about $10,000 even at
wholesale prices. No funds will be solicited from the
taxpayers. The William Scott Camp will be responsible for
raising the funds for this memorial. The group is looking
for donations. Lew Gage made a motion for our RT to
donate $100 to this cause which was seconded by Nancy
Miville and unanimously approved by our members.
If anyone would like to make a personal
contribution, please mail a check to: Daniel Whitcher,
P.O. Box 314, E. Barre, VT 05649. Checks to be
made to "William Scott Camp SUV CW Memorial
Fund."
Richard Brewster spoke about two books he has
read. One being the new Bill O’Reilley book on the death of
President Lincoln entitled “Killing Lincoln,” and the other
“Civil War Dictionary” that he uses as a gift to children
when their parents purchase his honey and they appear to
have any interest in learning about the Civil War. This book
was written by Mark Boatner. He also brought along a DVD
of “Henry Phipps Goes Skiing” which was produced and
starred the late “Babe” Sargant from Newport, NH. This
DVD can be purchased from a bookstore in New London.
Dave Curtain mentioned an article in Civil War
News regarding a new census that raises Civil War death. A
professor at SUNY in Binghamton, NY, feels the figure for
soldiers killed and wounded during the Civil War was closer
to 750,000 to 850,000 instead of 620,000, because of
Confederate undercounting. J. David Hacher is the author
of this new study.
Peter just came back from Australia where he,
among other things, gave a talk to the CWRT in Adelaide on
the RT’s May trip. There were four members present at that
meeting, but the interesting thing is that one of the
members had an ancestor who had served with the 22nd MA.
Peter brought back a photocopy of the medals this man’s
ancestor received. A discussion followed on medals given to
Civil War veterans. Gary Ward said that in 1905 all Civil
War veterans were given medals for the 40th anniversary of
the war.
Our first member presentation was by Whitney
Maxfield who was attired in a reproduction gray militia
uniform of his ancestor, James Twin Bacon who was born in
1833 and who joined Co. F 2nd VT as a corporal on May 7,
1861. Whit has 122 of his letters transcribed. Bacon was
demoted to a private in October 1862 and later promoted to
Corporal then 2nd Sgt.
He was wounded at the Wilderness and in the head
at Petersburg in July of 1864. He died of skin cancer in
1876 and had been in 14 major engagements. Whit is now
working on transcribing 172 letters from his greatgrandfather.

2012 Program Schedule
Peter Sinclair, Program Chair
February 11: Michelle Arnosky Sherburne (Sat.
afternoon – 1 p.m.) – “The Underground Railroad”
March 10:
Tom Ledoux – “Navy” – (Tom is the
webmaster for the Vermont in the Civil War web
site and is moving to our area soon.) (Sat.
afternoon)
April 14:
Robert May – “The Lemon Slave
Law – 1859” – (Similar to the Dred Scott case, but
with a different outcome.) (Sat. afternoon – 1 p.m.)
May 8:
Robert Bonner – Subject to be
decided. Either Pre-Civil War History or
Confederate Vice President Alexander Stevens –
(Tues. evening)
June 12:

Open (Tues. evening)

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/
Jan. 12. – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of
Union Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers
Memorial Building, North Park Street, Lebanon,
NH. Camp members, junior members, SUVCW
Auxiliary members, and guests are welcome! For
more information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic
_blue.html
January 20 – NHCWRT – 6:45 p.m. – Epping Town
Hall, 157 Main Street, Epping, NH - Dr. Rick
Schubart (Philip’s Exeter Academy) – Lincoln’s
Visit to Exeter in 1860.” New Hampshire Civil War
Round Table – for more information, email
monocacyus@yahoo.com or check out their web
site at: www.cwrt-nh.org/

Minutes from Our December Meeting
A small group of 20 people showed up for our
December meeting. We had two visitors join us: Margaret
Moore from NH, and Peter Keyes from Vermont.
Peter Sinclair was back from Australia and chaired the
meeting.
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Next Alice Evans spoke about the Battle of Franklin,
a 5-hour battle that was fought mostly in the dark, on
November 30, 1864. This has sometimes been called the
“Gettysburg in the West.” There were more Confederates
killed at this battle than had been at Shiloh, Stones River
and the Seven Days Battles. Three hundred of the wounded
ended up in the Nathaniel Cheairs House where six
surgeons attended to them. Others were in the outbuildings
and on the ground. Almost 1500 hundred soldiers were
reburied within a 2-acre area on the Carrie and Col. John
McGavock property. Carrie spent the rest of her life trying
to locate families of the buried soldiers and hosting family
members who came to Franklin to visit graves or to take
home the remains of their loved ones buried on her
grounds. She kept a book where she wrote the names and
added information as she received it, and she wore
mourning attire throughout her long life following the Battle
of Franklin.
John Mudge finished up our programs with a
powerpoint presentation about another of his
“distinguished” Southern family members, O. Jennings
Wise, a great-great-great uncle who was born in 1831 in
Accomac, Virginia. He was Secretary of Ligations in Prussia
and Paris and Second in Command of the Embassy, and he
was the son of the last governor of Virginia before the Civil
War. He retrieved President Monroe’s body in 1858 in New
York City to bring him back to Virginia. He was the
“official” person designated to do that.
He was at Harpers Ferry and met with John Brown,
and he died in February 1862 at the Roanoke Island Battle.
John showed photos of a 3” x 3” piece of material
supposedly from Wise that was sold on ebay for $1,425.00.
The Museum of the Confederacy has some of Wise’s
personal clothing there, more than any other Civil War
soldier. John brought along a piece of Wise’s hair for us to
see and touch!
Our raffle was won by Dave Curtin, Nancy Miville,
Bob Coburn, Peter Sinclair, John Mudge, and Lew Gage.
I would like to personally thank those members who
showed up for this meeting in order for us to try and make
our 20 person commitment to the Hotel Coolidge, and to
our presenters who also paid for their lunch.
Tom McKenna had planned on also giving a short
presentation at this meeting, but unfortunately wasn’t able
to make the meeting. He sent the following:
The following two items are based on articles in the
Sons of Union Veterans publication The Banner. To
members of the SUVCW a "real" son or a "real" daughter" is
someone whose father was a Civil War veteran. A 99-year
old man, Walter E. Roode, of Portola, CA and his 96-year
old sister, Montiel H. Roode McAkuley of Ludlow, MA were
located recently. At age 15, their father, Pvt. Steven
Washington Roode, enlisted in Co K of the 9TH Vermont
Infantry Regiment. He was captured, released, and enlisted
in the U.S. Regular Army. He served until June 1865 and
died in 1932.
For longevity, William Welch's record would be
hard to beat. He was born in 1800, married in 1842, and
had ten children. In 1862 (at age 62) he was able to enlist in
the 14th New Hampshire Infantry by claiming he was only
42. He was wounded at Cedar Creek and mustered out in

1865. In 1905 Welch was recognized as the oldest living
Civil War veteran. He died in 1907.
If there is a contest going on for the Civil War
veteran who fathered the most children, I can enter my
great-great-uncle, Benjamin Tripp. In his pension
application he listed the names and birth dates of all his
children––13 of them. His next sentence was, "Then my
wife lost her mind."

James M. Warner
January 29, 1836 – March 16, 1897
The State of Vermont asked for Warner's services to
lead a volunteer regiment, which was agreed to, and he was
appointed colonel on September 1, 1862, and assigned to
command the 11th Vermont Infantry (also known as the 1st
Artillery, Vermont Volunteers). His regiment was assigned
to the northern defenses of Washington, D.C., from
September 1862 until May 1864, when Lt. Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant called for more troops to support his Overland
Campaign. The 11th Vermont joined the Vermont Brigade
after the Battle of the Wilderness, and first saw action at the
Battle of Spotsylvania Court House. In his first engagement,
on May 18, 1864, Warner was severely wounded, but
refused to leave the field until the end of the day. He was
sent home on furlough to recover. He returned from
convalescence leave on July 8, 1864, and was assigned to
command the 1st brigade, Hardin's division, XXII Corps, in
the defenses of Washington. He returned to his regiment
later that month, but was reassigned to command the 1st
Brigade, 2nd Division, VI Corps in September 1864. He
commanded that brigade until it was disbanded in May
1865.Warner was brevetted Brigadier General, Volunteers,
August 1, 1864, "for gallant and meritorious service" at the
battle of Spotsylvania Court House, and at the battles of
Winchester, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek. The regular army
promoted him to captain, 8th U.S. Infantry, on October 8,
1864. He also received brevets as major, lieutenant colonel
and colonel, U.S. Army, on March 13, 1865, "for gallant and
meritorious service during the war." On April 9, 1865, he
was brevetted Brigadier General, U.S. Army, "for gallant and
meritorious services in the field during the war." Finally, he
was promoted to brigadier general, volunteers, on May 8,
1865. He mustered out of voluntary service on January 1,
1866, and resigned his regular army commission on
February 13.
(The above is from Wikipedia.)

Research Help
Hi Everyone,
I have a research question for a new book I'm
starting that involves every state - Union and Confederate.
I'd like to place it before the membership of every RT I can
contact. I know I can pick through every CWRT website but
I wondered if anyone already had a directory of email
addresses.
My third book, Home Of The Brave, will be out latewinter or early-spring.
My new one will be called No Ordinary Soldier and
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the premise is to write a short story about a relatively
obscure soldier who had an interesting career. Every state
will be represented by one soldier (only). I thought it would
be fun for the CWRTs to debate among themselves who
their soldier should be and, I admit, will help with the
research.
I hope all of you are doing well and hope to see you
soon.

while in Burlington exposed to the lake breezes. Major
Collins has been very sick, but is now recovering. We are
just now occupied in building barracks for our horses. We
have lost quite a number since leaving Vermont, most of
which died while we were in Washington in consequence of
being exposed to the rain, and having damp, clayey ground
to lie on. Seven died in one night while we were in
Washington, but we have lost but one, I believe, since we
came to Annapolis. We are all anxious to receive our arms,
so that we can go out on an expedition soon. We have not
yet been “paid off,” but we expect to be very soon. Major
Bartlett makes a fine officer, and is quite popular with the
boys. His wife and little boy are in camp with him. To-day
we had religious exercises in our camp, conducted by our
chaplain, who is a good man and greatly respected by the
whole regiment.

Your friend,
Les Rolston

PROGRAM CHAIR
Just a reminder that we are still looking for someone to take
over for our current Program Chair, Peter Sinclair. Peter
has been in this position since September 2006.

Florida Guidebook
Contributed by Pat Wheatley

Peter has a list of speakers who either have asked to speak at
our RT or who need to be asked.

In the latest edition of the Civil War News, there's a small
piece on page 45 about a Florida Guidebook entitled the
"Florida Civil War Heritage Trail". I requested one (you
can do that on-line) and it's terrific – 80 pages that describe
all related war activity in eight distinct geographical areas of
the state. Plenty of photo's, timeline, some maps, and lots
of website information for further review. Since I'm headed
that way in February, I'll try to find the opportunity to visit a
number of those sites.

Perhaps someone would like to work with Peter for a while
before taking over the position? That’s what he did for a
while before taking over for David Cross.
If you’re interested, please see Peter at one of our RT
meetings, e-mail him at Peter.R.Sinclair@Dartmouth.EDU
or call him at 802-584-3280.
And…

Important January Birthdays

Just a reminder that your editor will not be taking meeting
notes after February of this year. If anyone would like to
take the job over from me, please let me know.

There were a large number of Civil War generals born in the
month of January:
Confederate:
General Robert E. Lee – January 19, 1807
General James Longstreet – January 4, 1821
General George Pickett – January 28, 1825

ARMY CORRESPONDENCE.
From the Vermont Cavalry.
(Vermont Journal – January 18, 1862)
A “Vermont Boy” writes from Camp Harris,
Annopolis, Md., under the date Jan. 5th, as follows:-Are very comfortably situated at present in camp,
about two miles from Annopolis. We are in the Harris
brigade. There are about sixteen regiments encamped in
and around Annapolis. All of the regiments near here
except ours are expected to go with Gen. Burnside’s
expedition which will start soon. We do not expect to go
with the expedition for the reason that we have not yet
received our carbines or pistols. All we have to defend
ourselves with is our sabres and I am afraid we could not do
very good execution with them unless we are better drilled
than at present. The weather has been delightful until
within a few days. It has been as warm and pleasant as
September in Vermont, but for a few days past it has been
pretty cold, a good deal like winter in Vermont. Friday
morning of last week the ground was covered with snow for
the first time this season, but there is scarcely any
remaining now.
The health of our men is good, better than it was in
Vermont, as the men are less subject to colds than they were

Union:
General Gouverneur Warren – January 8, 1830
General Thomas Kane – January 27, 1822
General Judson Kilpatrick – January 14, 1836
AND our own Program Chair, Peter Sinclair, was born on
January 17, a date he shares with General Lewis A. Grant
except that Grant was born in 1828.

Henry A. Wise and Joe Brown.
From the Grand Forks Herald
November 15, 1884
"Wise was one of the brightest men America has produced.
He could talk like a telegraph, chew tobacco and write
letters at the same time. He was a great tobacco-chewer,
and averaged during exciting times a plug an hour. I have
seen him in a company of twenty noted men, where he
monopolized the whole conversation. He was a brilliant
man, a fine writer, and one of the most eloquent of
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speakers. His son John does not look like him, and I do not
think that he inherited his father's abilities."

have said that Newt has glossed over or left out the
massacre of the Colored Troops. However, this has been
disputed.
It will be interesting to see if any of our group has
actually read the book and can comment on it, compared to
some other straight histories of the event such as that by
Richard Slotkin: “No Quarter: The Battle Of The Crater,
1864.”

Here the conversation drifted over to Governor Joe Brown,
of Georgia, and this man: "Brown was born in the Pickens
district of South Carolina. He was very poor as a young
man, and when the Cherokees were driven from a part of
Georgia he determined to go there to settle. The story is
that he had not enough money to buy a horse and saddle,
but that he rode into the State on a bull with a bell on its
neck. When he got to the Savannah river he had no money
to pay the ferry, and he bargained with the boatman to take
him across for the bull's bell. Bob Toombs used to say he
wished the blanked flatboat had gone to the bottom and
drowned Joe Brown and his bell and bull. It did not,
however, and Brown made money, and in time became
Governor." - Washington Cor. Cleveland Leader.

Civil War Museums in Richmond, VA
(Peter Sinclair)
Ed Rothstein writes for the New York TImes about
museums of all kinds. Sometimes these include museums of
the Civil War or related topics. In the December 5, 2011
issue of the paper, he has an article examining two
Richmond Civil War exhibits, one at the Museum of the
Confederacy, and the other at the Virginia Historical
Society, in the light of the 150th anniversary of the start of
the war. I found it useful to compare his comments with
information on websites of these places, namely moc.org
and vahistorical.org. Kay Jorgenson also mentions
Rothstein's article in her column on page 2 of the January,
2012 issue of Civil War News.
The Museum of the Confederacy is housed in the
Confederate White House. Our RT group has visited there.
It houses a huge collection of artifacts of the Confederacy
and of Confederates in the war. According to the website,
"In the 1890s, the former Confederate White House was
saved by a group of Richmond women, who formed the
Confederate Memorial Literary Society. The White House of
the Confederacy opened as the Confederate Museum on
February 22, 1896. The organization promptly became the
premier national repository of Confederate artifacts,
acquiring the majority of its world-famous collection
between 1896 and World War I."
Rothstein makes the claim that, in the South, the
Civil War is often recollected through relics and ephemera,
whereas in the North it is more remembered in monuments
than memorabilia. I'm not sure I agree with these
generalizations.
He says that the war for the south was a disaster
that overturned Southern institutions, that much of the
antebellum South was pre-modern and preindustrial, and
that many of the pieces in the Museum are representative of
this period.
Rothstein notes that since his previous visit, some
of the more controversial panels have been removed from
the museum, such as one where Lincoln was portrayed as
having manipulated the South into starting the war. Special
exhibits cover topics such as relationships between free and
enslaved blacks in Civil War Richmond.
At the Virginia Historical Society there is a major
exhibition, "An American Turning Point: The Civil War in
Virginia". This exhibit ends on December 30 but will tour
the state into 2015. The question is asked in this exhibit:
"What was gained by the war, what was lost, what was
undecided, and what is left for us to resolve?"
Some interesting statistics are given: In 1860, only
117 of Virginia's nearly 500,000 slaves escaped to freedom;

Major Shirts, of Course.
Famous old Governor Henry A. Wise of Virginia was
directly or indirectly the source of many a good story. Here
is one I do not think has found its way into print: One day
at a political gathering he was approached by a well dressed
individual, who shook hands warmly with him. The
governor was a bit bothered and confessed he could not
recall the hand shaker’s name.
“Why, you must remember me, governor,” said the
latter. “I’m from Richmond. I made your shirts.”
“Why, of course,” said the governor with all a
politician’s tact. “Gentleman, this is my very excellent
neighbor, Major Shirts.” – Washington Post
(John Mudge sent me the above two articles about his
“distinguished” ancestor that I thought I would share with
our RT members. Henry A. Wise died in 1876.)

“The Battle of the Crater”
(Peter Sinclair)
Newt Gingrich with his fellow historian co- author
William Fortschen has recently come out with a book called
"The Battle of the Crater,” a historical novel that tells the
story of the major explosion used by the Union in the siege
in Petersburg on July 30, 1864. The RT group visited this
site and heard the story twice from our guides. It is also
shown in the beginning of the film of the book, “Cold
Mountain.”
Newt's book has received high ratings from
reviewers at Amazon, though none of them so far seem to be
very knowledgeable about the Civil War.
Newt himself has said that he wanted to promote
the positive role of the Colored Troops in what became a
calamity. Reviewers have noted that Newt particularly takes
aim at the sloppy administration on the Union’s side that
allowed the disaster to take place.
One reviewer for a magazine (and I heard the same
from an NPR reviewer) criticized the authors for implying
that the slaughter of the Colored Troops in the Crater by
Confederate troops was without racial overtones. Others

5

in 1863, after the Emancipation Proclamation, almost
38,000 escaped to Union lines (this still represents fewer
than 8 % of the slaves). One fifth of all Confederate soldiers
were Virginians; there were 2,100 military engagements in
the state; more than 30,000 Virginian soldiers died.
Some public figures are cited as illustrating
divisions in the state. One is Jubal Early. The website states:
"Jubal Anderson Early, a profane army officer-turnedlawyer, argued strongly against disunion at Virginia's 1861
convention, and even after Lincoln's call for troops, he was
among fifty-five delegates who voted against disunion on
April 17. Many Virginians shifted allegiance once the state
convention voted to secede. Others shifted when the state's
voters ratified the ordinance of secession on May 23. Jubal
Early accepted the white majority's decision. He gave his
full energy to fighting the Union that he had previously
struggled to save, and when the war ended, he chose exile to
Mexico and then Canada. When he returned to Virginia, he
became a leading spokesman for "The Lost Cause" and was
an unreconstructed rebel until his death."
Rothstein is concerned that while the Museum
presents a full picture of the war in Virginia, it seems "to be
trying to take a path that will least offend those who do
embrace the Lost Cause". However, Rothstein points out
that the Civil War (then) becomes merely a tragic clash of
two sides, each convinced of its virtue.... that leaves us a war
with no higher cause at all".
Rothstein does not mention that there is another
civil war museum in Richmond: The American Civil War
Center at Historic Tredegar. Its website says that it "is the
nation's first museum to interpret the Civil War from Union,
Confederate, and African American perspectives."
That can be the subject of another article.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2011— March 2012 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________
Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail address:______________________
__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00
Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___

Dues are payable to: GMCWRT, P.O. Box 982, White River
Junction, VT 05001

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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