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DON’T FORGET THAT OUR JANUARY
MEETING IS ON THE 2ND SATURDAY AT
12 NOON!

“OUR WAR DAYS AND EVENTS IN THE FIGHT
FOR THE UNION ”

	
  

MIKE PRIDE

MIKE PRIDE

SATURDAY, JAN. 11, 2014
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT
12 Noon Social Hour
12:30 Buffet Lunch
1:00-1:15 Business Meeting
1:15 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, Jan. 10. Cost per person for the meal is
$16.75. For the meeting and program only, there is a
$4.00 charge for members and $6.00 charge for
non-members. For reservations please contact Gail
Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
COLD SALAD/SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES
January 2014

Our January speaker will be Mike Pride, author of two
books about the Civil War. Mike is editor emeritus of the
Concord Monitor and his blog at our-war.com is a good
guide to both of his books. Mike’s first book, My Brave
Boys was co-authored with Mark Travis and was published
in 2001. His second book, Our War, was published in
2012. The second books tells the larger story of the war
through 50 smaller stories about men who fought in the war
and men and women who endured it (or didn’t.) Mike’s
approach to his new book is to tell the story of the war as
people lived it, in real time, showing the enormous effect the
war had on all facets of life. The book has plenty of battle
smoke, but it also covers many home-front and non-battle
experiences. The review by the New Hampshire Historical
Society reads: “Our War is chock-full of characters and
incidents great and small… Pride’s book does so well at
drawing the readers into the days and events that they will
likely seek out further histories on their own.”
Mike will have copies of his book with him to sell and be
autographed.
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153 Route 5, 2:00 pm. Carol Mowry, (802) 436-3383.
The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:

February 10 — Lincoln and Vermont. Beginning with
Lincoln’s preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, and
continuing through to the consecration of the National
Soldiers Cemetery at Gettysburg, historian Howard Coffin
traces how Lincoln’s leadership of the Federal war effort
and his political canniness shaped the relationship between
the president and Vermont, a state Lincoln admired though
never visited. Hosted by the Milton Public Library. Milton
Public Library, 39 Bombardier Rd, 6:30 pm.
MaryBeth Peterson, (802) 893-4644.

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

2014 Program Schedule
GMCWRT 2014 BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY

Feb. 8 – Saturday – Steve Sodogren – “Vermont
Brigade on the Peninsula”

I have kicked around several ideas for our 2014 journey and
have finally settled on one that I hope will be exciting a little
different. I have spoken to the folks at the Friends of the
Wilderness Battlefield and they have heartily endorsed a
plan for us to attend the reenactment in May. They are
working diligently to finalize the schedule for events at the
Wilderness and the surrounding area. Plans for our visit
will be based on that schedule. We will also visit the
surrounding area, mostly Orange county. I have feelers out
for hotel rooms and motorcoach pricing, those should be
finalized soon. I hope that this trip will provide us with a
very unique and educational opportunity and that you will
all join us! Dates for the trip will be May 1st - May 5th. I
will keep you updated as our plans develop.

March 8 – Saturday – Alan Brunelle – “Barksdale’s
Brigade”
April 12 - Saturday - Wayne Motts, CEO,
Harrisburg, PA,
Civil War Museum
May 13 – Tuesday evening – Professor Leslie Butler
- “Lincoln as Communicator-in-Chief.”

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/

Best Regards to all!
Gail

Civil War Book of Days
Weekly E-mails Marking What Happened Each
Week in the Civil War
http://www.vermonthumanities.org/WhatWeDo/C
ivilWarat150Years/CivilWarBookofDays/tabid/226
/Default.aspx

New Hampshire Historical Society
Soldiers, Sailors, Slaves and Ships: The Civil War
Photographs of Henry P. Moore (through March 31,
2014)
This exhibition of Civil War photographs vividly depict
soldiers from New Hampshire and the world they
encountered in the South. Location: 30 Park Street,
Concord, NH - Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission: Free Contact: 603/228-6688

The Battle of Newport Barracks Memorial Park
E fforts are underway to build a m em orial
park in Newport, NC to com m em orate the
Battle of Newport Barracks fought on
February 2, 1864.

January 19 — Arming the Union: Vermont
Gunmakers and the Technology that Shaped
America. During the Civil War, the Union army fielded
more than two million men, most of them armed with newly
made, highly accurate rifles. In this illustrated lecture,
historian and museum curator Carrie Brown explores the
critical role that Windsor, Vermont, played in producing
technology that won the war and changed American life and
popular culture even after the war ended. Hosted by the
Hartland Historical Society. Hartland Public Library,

By Eric Lindblade
On February 2, 1864 Confederate forces under the
command of Brigadier General James G. Martin attacked
Union forces in and around the small eastern North
Carolina town of Shepardsville (today Newport) located in
Carteret County. It would be the largest battle fought in the
county during the Civil War, and the bloodiest in terms of
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killed and wounded. After the war, three members of the
9th Vermont were awarded the Medal of Honor for their
actions during the battle.

January 30, 1864
NEW HAMPSHIRE SHARPSHOOTERS RE-ENLISTING.-The New Hampshire volunteers in all branches of the
service are re-enlisting in large numbers The second and
third Companies of the Battalion of New Hampshire
Sharpshooters, have re-enlisted for three years. The
companies are commanded by Capt. Samuel F. Murray and
Capt. Howard P. Smith, and are attached to the 2d
Regiment of United States Sharpshooters. Capt. Smith was
in Portsmouth on Tuesday

Not long after moving to Newport at the age of 15 in 1998, I
began to hear about the role the town played in the Civil
War. Those stories ultimately culminated in my 2010 book
on the battle: Fight As Long As Possible - The Battle of
Newport Barracks, North Carolina, February 2, 1864.
As a result of the publication of the book many individuals
began to inquire about building a memorial of some kind in
the community to honor those who fought.

Remembrance Day Weekend
November 2013

A dream that began in 2005 is now close to becoming a
reality, but we need your help! As of today around $15,000
has been committed in donations out of the estimated
$94,000 needed to complete the park.

Nancy and Ed Miville visited Gettysburg during the
Remembrance Day weekend and sent the photos below.

The park will be located at the Newport Historical Museum
on Chatham Street and when completed will offer not only
memorials to those who fought, but also interpretation
panels detailing the battle and the war in Newport. In
addition to this space is being set aside for Living History
programs to take place helping to further educate the
public.
We are asking for a suggested donation of $20 but any
amount large or small will go a long way in helping to build
the park. Your donation is tax-deductible and all funds go
directly to the Newport Historical Museum who is
overseeing the construction of the park.
(Thanks to new member, Alan Brunelle, for sending this in.)

On January 19, 1864 Confederate engineers
worked on a new invention, the coal torpedo.
Iron was cast to form an oval container,
which was then filled with gunpowder and
painted to look like coal. The torpedos were
to be placed in Union coal depots, later to
explode in the boilers of Union ships. This
device was used only once during the Civil
War.

Above: Nancy Miville at the 5th NH Regiment
Monument at the Wheatfield at Gettysburg.
Below: At Co. F & G 2nd NH U.S.S. on Hancock Ave.

Portsmouth Journal of Literature and Politics
January 16, 1864
OUR QUOTAS,--A letter received in this city, Monday, by
Hon. J. B. Adams, from Col. Bailey of the 2nd N.H.
Regiment, gives the names of forty members of the gallant
Second, who are ready to re-enlist towards the quota of
Portsmouth. This shows that our city authorities have not
been asleep, nor counted without their host; that the
croakers who prophesied a draft, are of no profit at all; and
that our good old city stands well yet with the soldiers, and
will still keep in line with the most patriotic towns in this or
any other State.
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Below: Nancy at the 12th NH Regiment
monument on the Emmitsburg Road.

Farmer's Cabinet
January 21, 1864
The New Hampshire Battalion of Cavalry which has been
connected with the 1st Rhode Island Cavalry for the past
twenty-six months, has been detached, and will come home
to form the nucleus of the 1st N. H. Regiment of Cavalry.-This is an act of great justice to this well tried and gallant
battalion. It has been in all the principal engagements
which the cavalry has experienced during the war. The
glory these men achieved at Front Royal, at Rappahannock
station, and in the many and severe engagements of Pope,
Banks, are yet fresh in the minds of all. Almost every man
has signified his intention to re-inlist, provided they can
serve in a regiment from their own State. All of the glory
which they have heretofore gained has been accredited to
the State of Rhode Island. The 1st N. H. Cavalry may well
feel proud of these men. They return to the State as veteran
cavalry, and will form no mean portion of the new
regiment.

Vermont Phoenix
January 22, 1864
VERMONT ITEMS.
Our Vermont soldiers are re-enlisting rapidly. Sixty men
from the 2nd U.S. Sharpshooters, one hundred and fifty
from the 3d Vermont, two hundred and fifty from the 4th,
nearly all of the 5th and some of the 6th have arrived home
on furloughs, having re-enlisted for the war. They all look
tough and hearty.
Orders have been received by the Provost Marshals of
Vermont to continue to pay the bounties allowed prior to
Jan. 5th, for enlistments until further orders.

Above: Nancy at the 2nd NH Regiment monument
in the Peach Orchard.
Below: 1st Battery NH in the National Cemetery.
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Caledonian
January 8, 1864

When Union Major James Henry Carleton
and his 1st Union Dragoons were ordered from
Fort Tejon, Los Angeles, to protect a
quartermaster depot, they brought 36 camels
with them. Although camels were not widely
used in the Civil War, a few were utilized in
California, Texas, and some of the Western
territories. The Confederates were known to
have at least 80 camels and two Egyptian
handlers, probably captured from the Union.

THE CAVALRY REGIMENT.--The Burlington Times says:
Our correspondent with the cavalry writes us that in all
probability the regiment will re-enlist and return to
Vermont for a furlough of thirty-five days, in about a
fortnight. All men who enlisted previously to July, 1863,
having more than one year to serve, are to have this
privilege, provided they will certify before two
commissioned officers that they will re-enlist after having
served two years.
COL. THOMAS has gone to rejoin his regiment. His health
is now good. He has done service in advancing enlistments
at home, and now he gladly returns to service with the
eighth Vermont in the field.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2013— March 2014 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Junius and Albert’s Adventures in the
Confederacy: A Civil War Odyssey
by Peter Carlson. Published in 2013

Home Phone _______________________

Yes, there is more to Civil War history than accounts
of battles and generals.

Work Phone________________________

Both Junius Browne and Albert Richardson were 29
when the Civil War began, both were abolitionists, and both
were journalists who were captured by Confederate forces
when the tugboat they were on was blown up on the
Mississippi.

E-mail address:______________________
__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

It would be nearly two years before these two
reporters would see their homes again. When they did get
home, they had a story to write for their newspaper, Horace
Greeley’s New York Tribune, an arch abolitionist paper.
Their captors knew the newspaper that
the reporters worked for and described them as “the worst
and most obnoxious of all non-combatants.”

Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___

PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER
JCT., VT 05001.

For nearly two years these two non-combatants were
held in different Confederate prisons. This book is an
account of being held in and surviving in those prisons,
being transferred between prisons, their escape from
Salisbury Prison in North Carolina, and then their flight
through the mountains to the nearest Union forces in
Tennessee and freedom.

Famous Wall Street businessman J P. Morgan
made a fortune when he financed the
purchase of five thousand rifles from an
arsenal in New York for $3.50 each, then sold
them to the Union Army for $22.00 each.
While Morgan was pocketing a 25 per cent
commission, plus interest, Union soldiers
were shooting their thumbs off with the
defective rifles.

This book is based on the books, now forgotten, that
both men wrote and published about their ordeals after the
Civil War and ensures that their place in Civil War
history will be remembered. The Wall Street Journal wrote
of Carlson’s new book: “It’s hard to believe that anything
compelling about the Civil War remains unexplored, but the
picaresque odyssey of these two plucky journalists turns out
to be an intimate and absorbing social history of the rarely
glimpsed backwoods of the great conflict.”

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR ROUND
TABLE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS!

(The above report was sent in by John Mudge. Thank you!)
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