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“LINCOLN AND YOSEMITE, 

RECONSTRUCTION AND YELLOWSTONE – 

THE CIVIL WAR LEGACY  

OF NATIONAL PARKS ” 

ROLF DIAMANT 

                     SATURDAY, JAN. 14, 2017    

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 
      12-12:15 Social Hour 

12:15 Buffet Dinner 
12:45 Business Meeting 

1:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations must be made by 12 Noon, 
Jan. 13.  Cost per person for the meal is $12.00. For 
reservations please contact Gail Blake at 
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 
PLEASE LET GINNY OR GAIL KNOW IF 
YOU WOULD BE WILLING TO BRING 
DESSERT.  EITHER E-MAIL OR CALL.  
GAIL:  802-296-2919 – GINNY:  603-542-
4664  

 
MENU 

Soft Rolls w/Butter - 
Cole Slaw 

Baked Beans 
Macaroni & Cheese 

Pulled Pork 
BBQ Sauce 
DESSERT 

 
 “Lincoln and Yosemite, Reconstruction 
and Yellowstone – The Civil War Legacy 

of National Parks”  
 

The birth of conservation in 19th-century America was 
dependent on a “new birth of freedom” characterized by 
major constitutional reforms, assertion of federal authority 
over domestic policy, and a much larger national 
government—all direct outcomes of the Civil War.  The war 
upended the political status quo and in 1864 President 
Abraham Lincoln took the first step in creating our national 
park system by signing legislation setting aside California’s 
Yosemite Valley and the adjacent Mariposa Grove of giant 
sequoias for “public use, resort and recreation … inalienable 
for all time.” 
 
(Mr. Diamant is the former Superintendent of the Marsh-
Billings-Rockefeller National Park.)  
 
 

The Emancipation Proclamation was issued 
by President Lincoln on January 1, 1863. 
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2017 Program Schedule 
 
February 11:  Patrick Schroeder-  “Zouaves:  America’s 
Forgotten Soldiers.”  
March 11:  Robert Grandchamp 
April 11:  Chris Army  
May:  Christine Smith  - Womens’ Relief Corps.   
June:  Tom Ledoux – Nurses from Vermont  
September 12:  Ed Chamberlain  
October 10:  Hunter Lesser  
 
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Jan. 20 – CWRT of NH – 7:15 P.M. – Epping Town 
Hall, Epping, NH – Mike Schroeder - "Union 
Combined Operations: Port Hudson, LA 1863." 
 
Jan. 21 – 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Vermont in the Civil War 
Heritage Trail initial meeting at the Rokeby Museum, 
4334 Rte. 7, Ferrisburgh, VT.  If you are interested, please 
contact Terry Richards at 802-893-6791/ 
trichards@pshift.com  or check out their facebook page: 
 https://www.facebook.com/events/1393543354039955/ 
Lunch will be served, so please be sure to contact Terry 
Richards.   
“Join us for this initial meeting designed to draw together 
proposed partners, stakeholders and other interested 
parties to clarify our common interests and needs in this 
project. Feel free to contact us with any questions or 
thoughts, and an agenda will be sent the week of the event.  
Sincerely, 
Bill Kaigle & Kate Cadreact, Co-Chairs 
General Stannard House Committee 
www.generalstannardhouse.org 
Follow us on Facebook 
 

Did you know… 
 

     In 1860 Vermont had 315,098 residents.  More than 
35,000 men from Vermont served in the United States 
army, navy, and marines, with 1,832 killed or mortally 
wounded in combat.  Another 3,362 men from Vermont 
died of disease or in prison.   
     In proportion to the size of its population, Vermont lost 
more men during the war than any other state, about one 
out of every seven that served.   
     Sixty-four men from Vermont were awarded the Medal of 
Honor, including Willie Johnston, who served as the 
drummer for the 3rd Vermont’s Co. D, and, at the age of 13, 
was the youngest person to ever receive the award for his 
gallantry on the battlefield in the Seven Day Battle 
Peninsula Campaign of 1862.   
     In 1860 Abraham Lincoln won over Stephen Douglas, 
John Breckenridge, and John Bell, receiving 75.9% of the 
vote. In 1864 Abraham Lincoln beat George McClellan, 
having received 76.1% of the vote. 
     Erastus Fairbanks was the governor of Vermont in 1861, 
Frederick Holbrook from 1861-1863, and J. Gregory Smith 
from 1863-1865.   

 (The above is from The Knapsack, the newsletter of the 
Raleigh CWRT.)   
 

WORLD WAR I GROUP 
 

This group meets monthly on the 4th Monday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Café next to the Hotel Coolidge.  If you want 
to come or want more information, contact Peter Sinclair 
[802-584-3280] or David Curtin [802-633-2536]. 

 
Treasurers Report 

Gail Blake 
 
Starting Balance: $2186.05 
Expenses: 
Maple Street Catering:  $282.50 (meal, tax, and gratuity) 
Meal for Speaker: $12 
Misc:  $20  Paper plates, silverware, napkins 
Deposit:  $337 (dues, raffle, donations, meals) 
Petty Cash: $63 
Ending Balance:  $2271.55 

 
Round Table Trip 
May 18-22, 2017 

JEB STUART; THE IMMORTAL CONFEDERATE 
CAVALIER; AND HIS INFAMOUS RIDE TO 

GETTYSBURG. 
THE WHERE’S, THE WHY’S, AND THE WHO’S 

 
Please join us as we follow the path of JEB Stuart and his 
cavalry along their 1863 journey to Gettysburg.  Chris Army, 
Licensed Battlefield Guide at Gettysburg will provide us 
with an in-depth look at this controversial campaign and 
how it influenced the outcome of those three pivotal days in 
July 1863. 
We plan to visit Brandy Station Battlefield, Middleburg, 
Aldie, Westminster, Hanover, Gettysburg, The National 
Museum of Civil War Medicine, and other sites along the 
way. 
Our base of operations will be the Country Inn and Suites in 
Frederick MD.  We have booked a 56 passenger Premier 
Coach and Bob Spaulding has been duly noted as our 
preferred driver. 
It seems the Frederick Keys (the Carolina League affiliate of 
the Baltimore Orioles) will be in town during our stay, so if 
there is sufficient interest I will be happy to plan an optional 
evening out at the ballpark.  
Pricing has not been set as I am awaiting further details, but 
as always a deposit of $75 per person will save you a seat!  
The larger our group, the lower the cost, so please share 
with anyone that might be interested! 
Questions?  Call 802-296-2919 or email me at 
auntis@comcast.net 
 
On January 10, 1861, U.S. troops were moved from 
endangered Fort Barrancas to Fort Pickens at 
Pensocola, Florida.  Fort Pickens remained in 
Union hands throughout the War.   
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GETTYSBURG REMEMBRANCE 
ILLUMINATION  
By Nancy Miville 

 
As I have mentioned a few times to various of our members, 
I read names (Roll Call) of soldiers from NH, VT, & ME at 
Remembrance Illumination in Gettysburg in 
November.  I decided I wanted to know more about the NH 
men whose names I read. So, armed with "official 
references", I searched. I ended up finding 13 
errors/omissions. So, as documented "suggestions", I sent 
them to the coordinator of the Roll Call, requesting changes. 
She assessed them and accepted 7 for immediate change 5 
were sent on to NPS for their assessment (possible changes 
for next year). 1 was listed as an "official error" that "could 
not be changed". Since this is the name of a soldier on the 
NH list who is now known to be from NY, I was not content 
with this response. So, I pursued it. I sent a note to the 
coordinator, not suggesting that the soldier's remains 
should be exhumed and reinterred , BUT his name, Co & 
Reg't should be moved to the proper Roll Call. I have now 
been notified that the move of the name of BARTLETT 
BROWN Co. E, 111th NY Vol. Inf.  is official and will happen 
this year for reading of Roll Call Nov. 19, 2016. After 153 
years, one person can still make a difference. Errors can still 
be corrected.  
 
Thank you, Nancy!   
 

NOTES FROM OUR NOVEMBER 2016 
MEETING 

 
We had a total of 24 people attend our last meeting of 2016, 
21 for dinner. 
 
Jack Anderson reminded everyone to leave a donation if you 
are having coffee. 
 
John Mudge asked us Civil War Trivia questions.   
 
Raffle winners were:  Bob Coburn, Brian Smith Ruth 
Perenniz, Jim Bacon, our guest from Bradford, VT, Lu 
Johnson, Don Streeter, and Lew Gage.   
 
(Note:  I’m still looking for someone to take minutes of our 
meetings!  Please let Ginny know if you’d like to help.)   
 

From the Watchman – Montpelier, Vermont 
Friday, January 30, 1863 

 
     The officers of the Vermont cavalry and the 5th New York 
cavalry, presented some time ago, to their Brig. Gen. Hatch, 
a handsome cavalry sabre.  Gen. Hatch in his note of 
acknowledgement says “accept my best wishes for your 
future success.  Sharp Sabres and a trust in Providence will 
enable you to secure it on the field.” 
      In the list of Brigadiers confirmed last week is the name 
of E. H. Stoughton, now commanding the Second Brigade.  
Gen. W. F. Smith, was confirmed Major General of 

Volunteers. 
      Adjutant Gen. Thomas announces in an official note to 
Hon. Senator Foot, the exchange of the 9th regiment.  A 
telegram has been sent to the regiment to prepare for the 
field. 
     Chas. H. Joyce, late Lieutenant Colonel of the 2d 
regiment, and for the past six months acting Colonel, has 
arrived at home. 
     The Washington papers notice the death of O. S. Stearns, 
5th Vermont regiment. 
     Willard A. Child, M. D., of Castleton, Surgeon of the 10th 
Regiment, arrived home on Saturday last, on a short 
furlough. 
 
Portsmouth Journal of Literature and Politics  

Portsmouth, New Hampshire  
Saturday, January 24, 1863 

 
     The annexed item in regard to Gen. Marston and the 
Second, is from the able Washington correspondent of the 
Statesman:-- 
 
     “The Second Regiment is probably to return to New 
Hampshire, and make winter quarters at the Fort at 
Portsmouth.  Gen. Marston is in this city, having come out 
of his terrible campaign in excellent health and spirits.  
There are few officers who have seen so much stormy, 
wearing, tearing, and perilous service as he and fewer who 
have, like him, come forth from the ordeal full of health and 
courage, and unabated mental vigor.  His regiment now 
numbers 876 muskets.  Since entering the service, 600 of 
his men have been hit by balls or shells.  This statement of 
two facts is more honorable to the persistent patriotism of 
the men, and the fitness of the commander of them for his 
position, than anything and everything that can be said of 
their marvelous career.  General Marston, in my 
conversation with him, has always taken pride in making 
the number of men he has safely led through his conflicts 
the greatest possible.  Some officers delight of having torn 
their commands all into shreds –I don’t believe there is a 
regiment in the army that can show such figures as the 
Second New Hampshire, in these particulars.  Gen. Marston 
will soon be ordered with a command.”   
 

Manchester Daily Mirror, Manchester, NH 
Tuesday, January 27, 1863 

 
     Headquarters Army of the Potomac,  
         Camp near Falmouth, Va., Jan. 14 
Special order, No. 14.  
     The regiments and companies of sharpshooters in the 
Army will form a distinct arm of the service, and will be 
under the command of Col. Berdan, as  Chief of 
Sharpshooters, who will report directly to these 
headquarters.  Detachments from this force will be sent 
from time to time to the different Grand Divisions on 
detached service to be used as sharpshooters. 
     By command of MAJOR GEN. BURNSIDE,  
                                   Louis Richmond, A.A.G. 
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HARD TACK 
 

     “In 1889, St. Paul native William Bircher, a veteran of the 
2d Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, published his memoirs, A 
Drummer Boy’s Diary.  In it, the former musician gives one 
of the best descriptions of army hard break that we’ve 
encountered. 
 
“Our hardtack was very hard.  We could scarcely break them 
with our teeth.  Some, we could scarcely fracture with our 
fist.  Still, as I have said, there was an immense amount of 
nourishment stowed away in them, as we soon discovered 
when once we had learned the secret of getting at it.  It 
required some experience and no little hunger to enable one 
to appreciate hardtack rightly, and it demanded no small 
amount of inventive genius to understand how to cook 
hardtack as they ought to be cooked.  If I remember 
correctly, in our section of the army, we had fifteen different 
ways of preparing them.  In other parts, I understand, they 
had discovered one or two ways more, but with us fifteen 
was the limit of the culinary art. 
“If there was time for frying, we either dropped them into 
the fat in the dry state and did them brown to a turn, or 
soaked them in cold water and then fried them, or pounded 
them to a powder, mixed this with boiled rice, and made 
griddlecakes and honey – minus the honey. 
“But the great triumph of the culinary art in camp, to my 
mind, was “hardtack pudding.”  This was made by placing 
the biscuit in a stout canvas bag and pounding bag and 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Junction, VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

contents with a club on a log until the biscuits were reduced 
to a fine powder; then we added a little wheat flour, if we 
had it – the more the better – and made a stiff dough, which 
we next rolled out on a cracker box id, like a piecrust; then  
we covered this all over with a preparation of stewed dried 
apples, dropping in here and there a raisin or two just for 
‘Auld Lang Syne’s’ sake, rolled and wrapped it in a cloth, 
boiled it for an hour or so, and ate it with wine sauce.  The 
wine was usually omitted and hunger inserted in its stead.  
Thus we saw what truly vast and unsuspected possibilities 
resided in this innocent-looking, three-and-a-half inch 
square hardtack.  Three made a meal and nine were a 
ration, and this was what fought the battles for the Union.” 
 
(The above is from Civil War Extra.) 
 
Happy Birthday to John Mudge, Bob Coburn, 

and Peter Sinclair who shares his birthday 
with Lewis A. Grant! 

 
The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of      

the Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:   
Ginny Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions 
and suggestions.  Send news and information to 

Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


