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ALL IN PERSON  
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELED THROUGH   

JANUARY 2022. 

 

 
ROUND TABLE MEETINGS  

 
From Mark Bradley, the Executive Director of the Bugbee 
Center:  “We are going to suspend any group activities or 
lunches after the holidays in anticipation of the post-
Christmas surge, at least for a few weeks. Staff also started 
testing weekly.” 
 
As soon as we can figure out when we can safely start our 
meetings again, we will let everyone know.   
 
Thank you to all our members who responded to our recent 
survey.  Because of that survey, once we do start having 
meetings again: 
 
2.  Everyone attending will be required to wear a mask. 
3.  There will be no meals or drinks allowed. 
4.  Vaccination cards will be required. 
6.  Regarding other topics, we have not been able to make a 
decision yet.  It is totally split down the middle!   
 

 

NEWS FROM OUR FRIENDS, 
JACK AND DEE ANDERSON 

 
Jack and Dee are living the good life in their new 
home in Orland Maine and loving it!  Still getting 
settled in, close to Acadia National Park and just 
a hop, skip, and a jump to the ocean.  They 
recently closed on their former home in 
Woodstock, which was only on the market for 
two days before some lucky person gave them an 
offer they couldn't refuse.  If anyone would like 
to get in touch with Jack and Dee please contact 
Gail, auntis@comcast.net or 
Ginny,  lewandginny1863@comcast.net for the 
particulars. 
 

2020, 2021, AND NOW 2022  
GMCWRT JOURNEY??? 

 
New dates still pending due to you guessed it.....Covid. 
 

FROM ALICE EVANS 
 
       Our GMCWRT Executive Board member Alice Evans 
has had six essays published so far (of an anticipated 10) 
in The Valley Reporter, a weekly paper that serves the 
towns of the Mad River Valley, Vermont.  Alice agreed to 
write accounts of her 8,000-plus mile trip this past July and 
August.  She described museums she visited on her way to 
and from Galveston, TX ("the furthest place from home 
where Waitsfield soldiers or sailors served," she notes). 
Some were small museums like the Grant Cottage in Wilton, 
NY and Grant's birthplace in Point Pleasant, OH; others, 
very large ones like the State  Museum in Jefferson City, 
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MO.  She also toured museums on Chickasaw, Cherokee and 
Choctaw tribal lands, all of which include displays related to 
those nations' participation in the American Civil War.   At 
the Henry Rosenberg Public Library in Galveston Alice 
researched the stay of the Seventh Vermont Volunteer 
Infantry Regiment in and around Galveston Bay.before she 
turned towards home by way of battlefields at Sabine Pass, 
TX and Baton Rouge, LA.  Then on to others in AL,TN, NC, 
SC and VA.   Her most recent essays featured Waitsfield 
men in a U.S. Sharpshooters Regiment at Spotsylvania, the 
Tenth Vermont Regiment at Cold Harbor and the Eighth 
Vermont at Cedar Creek.  Subsequent essays will address 
Waitsfield soldiers in other units that fought at Antietam, 
Monocacy and Gettysburg. 
 
CONFEDERATE CEMETERY AT APPOMATTOX 
 
This little cemetery contains the graves of 19 soldiers (18 
Confederates and 1 Union) who were killed in the last days 
of fighting at Appomattox Station and Appomattox Court 
House.  On May 18, 1866 a Ladies Association was formed 
to insure proper internment for soldiers who had not had 
proper burials.  The land for this little cemetery was 
donated by Mr. John Sears, and the land clearing began.  
Most of the wood for the coffins was donated and men from 
the town of Appomattox constructed them and dug the 
graves. 
 
On December 1, 1866, a religious service was held and the 
nineteen bodies were reburied.  The one Union soldier 
buried there is unknown.   
 
The Ladies Association later developed into the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy.  The Appomattox United 
Daughters of the Confederacy was chartered on August 22, 
1895 with 22 members and was the 11th chapter in the 
nation.  The Appomattox United Daughters of the 
Confederacy has owned and maintain this cemetery since 
that time.  In April of every year a Memorial Service is held 
at this cemetery to honor these soldiers and all soldiers who 
have fought for their country and the causes they believe in. 
 

FOR THE RECORD  
 
The longest and most expensive telegram ever sent occurred 
in 1864.  Lincoln was trying to win re-election and thought 
that he needed every vote he could get.  The territory of 
Nevada was heavily Republican and every effort was made 
to make Nevada a U.S. state prior to the election. 
 
A Nevada convention drafted a constitution which was 
overwhelmingly approved by Nevada voters on September 
7, 1864.  Before Lincoln could proclaim Nevada a state, 
however, he had to receive Nevada’s constitution.  The only 
way to get it to Washington, DC in time was via telegraph.  
This telegram, which contained 16, 543 words, cost 
$4,303.27 in 1864, which in 2018 was equivalent to 
$69,073.24!  Ironically, Lincoln would have won re-election 
without Nevada’s votes!   
 
Above is from the November 5, 2018 Knapsack. 

4th VERMONT INFANTRY REGIMENT 
BENNINGTON ZOUAVES  

 
To Arms, To Arms 
 
One Hundred Able Bodied MEN WANTED for the Zouave 
Company now being organized in Bennington and soon to 
join the  
 
First Zouave Regiment of Vermont, 
 
To be mustered into the State service as soon as the same 
shall be filled – to serve three years unless sooner 
discharged. 
 
Those who enlist in this Company will receive the full pay of 
the United States soldiers and $7 per month additional from 
the State.  They will also be entitled to the bounty lands and 
additional pay, granted by the United States to Volunteers.  
This regiment will be supplied with the latest improved 
arms. 
 
J. E. Pratt 
Recruiting Officer 
 
Bennington, Aug. 10th, 1861 
 
Source:  Bennington Banner, August 15th and 22nd, 1861. 
 

LOOKING BACK 
January 1998 

 
Since I didn’t do a December newsletter, I cannot let it go by 
without saying something about our RT meeting back in 
December of 1997.  We had a surprise birthday party for 
Jack Anderson.  As you know, Jack is the founder of the 
GMCWRT.  We had a great party!   
 
Jack sent a notice for the newsletter: 
 
Dear friends, 
 
I want to thank everyone at the Round Table for hosting my 
50th birthday party – to my dear wife’s co-conspirators Gail 
Blake, Dave Cross , and Cathy Hoyt, to Dave Briggs and his 
staff at the Coolidge, to my dear friends who made a special 
effort to come and take part, and to all those who sent cards 
and offered presents.  To all – thanks.  The Joshua 
Chamberlain print is a keepsake I will always cherish, for it 
will remind me of that evening, when, quite honestly, I was 
speechless with surprise and humbled by your gesture.  It 
was a fun and memorable night.  Happy New Year to you all. 
           ---Jack 
 

- A Letter Home  - 
Vermonter, Merritt Stone Writes to His 
Sister Ella 
Courtesy of Carl Braun 
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Dear Sister Ella, 
 
Camp near Fairfax Courthouse, Va. 
Sunday May 31, 1863 
 
     Your letter was received last Friday, and I spose I must 
answer it, but I am feeling awful lazy today.  The hot 
weather I reckon is the cause of it.  I have been trying for 
three or four days to go to Alexandria to see Willie, one of 
the boys was down there the other day & said that he was 
expecting his discharge papers tomorrow & would probably 
start for home as soon as he get them but old Col. Sawyer 
wouldn’t sign my pass. & I told him too what I wanted to go 
for.  He said that no passes would be given to go to 
Alexandria or Washington any pretense.  he is such a 
scoundrel that he thinks every one as dishonest as he is.  
Well the old rip started for VT yesterday they say & I hope 
the people there will be kind enough to keep him there.  for 
we dont want him here. Willie has got so that he can hobble 
about the streets on crutches & I hope he will be lucky 
enough to get as sound as he was when he came here, for it 
would be to bad if he couldn’t swing as freely as of old.  I 
should like to see him before he goes, but I am afraid I 
shant.   
     Some of Moseby’s men pitched into a train of cars 
yesterday out near where our boys are.  they had pulled out 
a rail so the train ran off the track & then they put a cannon 
ball through the boiler of the engine.  some of the 15th VT 
were on the train for guard & they jumped off & skedaddled.  
just about that time some of our cavalry got there & took a 
number of prisoners & two pieces of artillery & the last 
report they were expecting to take the rest.  I hope they will 
see their expectations realized for that gang has played 
around long enough.  about eleven oclock last night the 
bugles sounded to boot & saddle.  Whew!  Whats up?  oh 
nothing only get up & get ready as soon as possible to go out 
to Warrenton.  I thought as usual that I wouldn’t go seeing I 
want obliged to.  not exactly that I was afraid that I should 
get hurt but I hadn’t any horse I left him out there when I 
came in, if they have a fight I hope they wont kill him for he 
is the best one that I have had yet.  
     I hope that you will like teaching school but I guess you 
are getting sick of it already.  aintsay boys?  thrash’em, 
thrash’em that the way to do it, dont talk.  Oh wouldn’t I 
make a good teacher, think?  If you can read this mess of 
sanavol you will do well nice writing aint what its cracked 
up to be.  perhaps I should think different if I could do it 
though.  I must stop writing and go to work getting supper.  
I wish & I should like one of my Sunday Johny cakes for my 
supper tonight, but I don’t see any other way but to put up 
with a few hard tack  & about a quart of coffee without 
cream.  oh this is a good place to learn a fellow economy in 
some things. Give my love to all, especially a certain up 
trout river will you? 
 
                            This is from me your brother 
                            Merritt 
 
     Merritt served in Company C, 1st Vermont Cavalry.  
Shortly after writing this letter Stone was taken prisoner at 
Gettysburg on July 3, 1863.  The 1st VT Cavalry was in 

Farnsworth’s famous charge at Gettysburg.  Stone was 
lucky-he was paroled from Andersonville on November 17, 
1863 and rejoined his unit for the duration of the war.   
 
Editor’s note: Carl Braun was a member of our CWRT for a 
number of years.  
 
According to an article from U.S. News & 
World Report dated May 29, 1995: 
 
Some 40,000 ex-Confederates emigrated to Latin America 
rather than endure Reconstruction.  About half ended up in 
Brazil, since they still permitted slavery.  The Confederados' 
descendents hold a festival every spring to celebrate their 
heritage.  Supposedly some 100,000 Brazilians, white and 
black, claim Confederate heritage, and they display the 
battle flag as their symbol. 
 
The Adams Sentinel and General Advertiser                        
December 1, 1863 
 
The war has become decisive.  General Grant reports the 
capture of sixty pieces of artillery in the battle before 
Chattanooga, together with a very large number of 
prisoners.  The General commanding expected to make his 
headquarters at Red Clay, a station on the pursuit toward 
Dalton.  Sherman, Hooker, and Palmer, were reported ten 
miles beyond Chickamauga, and our advance guard had 
engaged the enemy near Dalton. Rebel prisoners say that 
their Generals cannot induce their troops to make a stand. 
 The retreat was pell-mell, the roads strewn with caissons, 
wagons, equipage, &c.  Sherman is believed to have 
captured 2,000 rebels in the chase, and Palmer has taken 4 
guns and 300 prisoners.  Gen. Logan had arrived at 
Chattanooga.  At length the Army of the Potomac has again 
advanced, with immediate prospect of battle, crossing the 
river at Germania, Culpepper and Jacob’s Fords, and our 
centre was reported at Germania Friday evening.  Heavy 
cannonading has been heard in the direction of Orange 
Court House, where a battle was thought probable.  The 
enemy number 50,000, with strong fortifications. 
 
                         Vermont Journal 
                       December 20, 1862 
 
             Incidents of Saturday's Battles. 
 
    The Herald's correspondent states that the color bearer of 
the 28th Mass. fell mortally wounded, and to prevent the 
colors from being taken threw himself upon them and they 
were thus found grasped firmly in his hand after he was 
dead. 
 
    A dispatch to the Tribune says the report that Col. Cross 
of the 5th N.H. is mortally wounded is untrue.  He is doing 
well, and will recover though this is the tenth wound he has 
received during the war.  He says the rebels will have to 
shoot him at least once more before they kill him.  His 
veteran regiment went into battle with 250 men and came 
out with 75. 
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Field Hospital Dec the 3rd 1864 
Mrs. B.R.H. Jeffares 
 
My Dear loving wife with the greatest of pleasure I seat 
myself this terrible morning to pencil you a few lines Those 
lines leave me in terrible health hoping these lines may find 
you & Wiley & the connection in the best of health. Zade I 
have no news to write you but the time has roled around for 
me to writ to you & I try to write to you every week though I 
have but very little 
hopes of it getting to your loving hands but we might Keep 
trying to get letters through for it is all the pleasure that I 
have on 
this earth is what few lines I receive from you & my Dear 
friends & that but few lines I received a letter from you & 
Almeda dated the 13th of last month I have written you 2 or 
3 letters since that, Zade am here at this place as a nurs I left 
my co last 
Saturday & went to a place called Mount Jackson some 75 
miles below here and stayed thare until wensday & all the 
wounded was moved up here to this place & I came on as a 
nurs I am assign to duty here until my regular Detailed 
papers come, then I may be sent some where else & I may 
know one day where I will be the next I came by my Co, 
wednsday as I came up here they was all in good health they 
are in camp 5 miles below here I haven’t heard from [blank 
space] in some time he was nearly well when I heard from 
him but was barefooted Zade I believe if new the mangger of 
any Hospital in Georgia & could write to them & get them to 
send a requisition here for me I could get a transfer to 
Georgia if know where Dr. Richardson is & if he is at a 
hospital I want you to write him & tell him that I am 
Detailed as a nurs & I want him to make a 
requisition for me as this climate don’t suit me & if you do 
try to get him to make the requisition tell him to send it to 
Dr. Black or to me in care of Dr. Black Field Hospital 
the Army of Northern Va if Richardson is in charge of 
Hospital & you know where he is I want you to write to me 
how to Direct letter to him & I will write to him also about 
it, turn over [page 2] Zade, J.J. Lawhorn 
got to the co. last Sunday he can tell more about the country 
& the yankeys than I have ever heard from thare yet but he 
dont bring any good news Zade you cant imaggin haw bad it 
makes me want to come home & how bad I want to see you 
all when I hear what a condition you are all 
left in, in that country it seems to me that it is more than I 
can bear to stay away from you & that Dear & Sweet Child 
oh if I could just see you with the natural eye as plain as I 
imagined I saw you in my sleep last night I thought I had 
you embraced in my arms but it turned out to be only a 
Dream when I awoke up I was crying Zade you must do the 
best you can we must live in hopes of seeing each other 
again I will close I remain your loving husband until Death 
 
B.R. Jeffares to B.R.H. Jeffares 
 
Private Bennett R. Jeffares 
 
Son of Wexford Ireland immigrant Henry Harvey Jeffares 
(1786 Wexford Ireland 
- 

1863 DeKalb GA) and Elizabeth Rainey (1804 SC - 1864 
DeKalb GA) daughter of Thomas Rainey of Chester SC. 
Bennett Rainey Jeffares enlisted in Company D of the 38th 
Georgia Infantry on May 12 1862 and was wounded in the 
leg at Gaines Mill June 27 1862. He was recovering in 
Chimbaroza Hospital #3 in Richmond during the end of 
June and July 1862. He was transferred to the Confederate 
Hospital in Stone Mountain 
Georgia (DeKalb County) on medical furlough in August 
1862. He returned to duty in 1864 after a 18 month 
convalescence and was detailed to the ambulance corps as 
he was unable to march. He was captured with the  
regimental wagons at Farmville VA during the retreat 
towards Appomattox on April 6, 1865 and released from 
Newport News VA on June 16 1865. He died of tuberculosis 
in the winter of 1866 shortly after returning home. He was 
survived by his wife Parazade Cochran. Parazade remarried 
Lt. John Baxter of Company D of the 
38th GA. Lt John Baxter was captured at Gettysburg and 
released in June 1865. Parazade's brother Samuel Cochran 
was a 3rd corporal of Company D in the 38th and he 
surrendered at Appomattox. 
 
The Jeffares, Cochrans, Baxter and Rainey families were 
from northern DeKalb county and had considerable 
relations amongst the soldiers in Companies A and D of the 
38th. 
Bennett Rainey Jeffares' sister Martha Jeffares married 4th 
Corporal Edmund T Harris of Company A. Corporal Harris 
was wounded at Sharpsburg. This Edmund Harris with wife 
Martha Jeffares; his brother 3rd Sergeant Sterling Harris of 
Company D (wounded at Wilderness); and Francis Marion 
Leavell of company A all immigrated to Johnson County 
Arkansas after the war. 
Three Baxter brothers were in the 38th: Lt. John Baxter, 
above; George Baxter wounded at Ft. Steadman in March 
1865; and Francis Marion Baxter of Company A killed at 
Sharpsburg. Bennett Rainey Jeffares' mother Elizabeth 
Rainey had three brothers who all were in DeKalb County 
before the war. Her brother (1) Bennett Rainey had: son 
John M Rainey of Company A captured at South Mountain 
July 3 1963; his daughter Elizabeth Rainey was married to 
James Joseph Adams of Company F captured at Ft. 
Steadman 
March 25 1865; daughter Caroline who married James 
Flowers of Company D 
38th Georgia Infantry who died in camp Feb 1863 (son of 
Major John Y. Flowers); (2) Elizabeth's brother John G. 
Rainey's son John G Rainey was 2nd Sergeant of Company 
A and was captured at Gettysburg was released at the end of 
the war and never arrived home. 
 
Thanks, Gail, for the above! 
 
Busy month for Round Table members birthdays!  
Happy Birthday to: 
 
John Mudge, Bob Coburn and Peter Sinclair  
And, of course, Lewis A. Grant who shares his birthday with 
Peter!   
And Happy Feb. 2  Birthday to Elaine Coburn!   
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