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Joseph D.Collea, Jr.
JOE COLLEA
“THE FIRST VERMONT CAVALRY IN
THE CIVIL WAR – A HISTORY”
TUESDAY, JUNE 8, 2010
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT

6:00-6:30 Social Hour
6:30-7:00 Buffet Dinner
7:00 Business Meeting
7:15 Program, followed by discussion
9:00 Adjournment
Guaranteed lunch reservations MUST BE MADE by12
Noon, June 7. Cost per person for the buffet dinner
is $15.00. There is no assurance that additional meals will
be available if you have not made a reservation. Should
they be available, there will be an additional $2.00
charge per meal. For the meeting and program only,
there is a donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for
non-members. For reservations please contact Gail Blake at
802-296-2919 or e-mail her at auntis@comcast.net .

MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
TOSSED SALAD/OTHER SALAD
SOUP
COFFEE/TEA/PUNCH
COOKIES
June 2010

Joseph D. Collea, Jr. of Enfield, NH has recently written
a book titled: The First Vermont Cavalry in the Civil War, A
History. Released by McFarland Publishing, Inc., of
Jefferson, NC, the work presents the war record for one of
the premier regiments of mounted troops that fought in the
conflict. Drawing extensively on primary resources—
especially those found in the National Archives, the
Vermont Historical Society, the Vermont State Library, and
the University of Vermont—the book details not only the
First Vermont’s engagements but also highlights the effects
of the war on the lives of individual officers and enlisted
men as well as their families. The book is available at
Amazon.com as well as directly from the publisher.
Mr. Collea was educated in public schools in New York,
at SUNY Albany, and Syracuse University. After teaching
social studies for fourteen years, he has been involved in
administrative assignments for the past twenty-eight years.
Currently, Mr. Collea is the principal of Hartford High
School in White River Junction, Vermont.
A lifelong student of the Civil War, Mr. Collea’s interest
in Vermont’s military history stemmed from his family’s
roots in the state. Prior to the Civil War, his Green
Mountain ancestors participated in the French and Indian
War, the American Revolution, and the War of 1812. In the
Civil War, the knowledge that two had ridden with the
Vermont Cavalry (Chester Orr and William W. Rogers, a
Commissary Sergeant in Troops B and E) is what piqued his
interest in that particular unit. When he discovered that
much primary source material was available, yet little had
been written about this intrepid regiment, he decided to fill
that void by writing a book.
As for future projects, Mr. Collea will have an article on
the Vermont Cavalry published in the August issue of North
& South magazine. He is also in the midst of research for
another book, chronicling the struggle between Mosby’s
guerilla forces and the First Vermont from January to June
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of 1863. Mr. Collea
landis59@yahoo.com

can

be

contacted

at

June 23 – NEKCWRT – Bruce Hunter – “Trench
Art.” For more information contact Joan Huguenin at
PoohBahToo@Hotmail.com

June 19-20 -Marching through Brandon: One
Vermont Village and the War Against
SlaveryBrandon, VT’s Anti-Slavery Movement

2010 Program Schedule
Program Chair: Peter Sinclair
Sept. 14

Patrick Falci – Topic to be decided

Oct. 12

Peter Sinclair – RT Spring 2010
Trip

Re-enacted, Revisited, Remembered
On June 19-20, the town will re-enact, revisit and
remember the excitement and fervor of the time period.
Marching Through Brandon: One Vermont Village and the
War Against Slavery is a two-day event that will give
participants the opportunity to immerse themselves in
Brandon’s rise of anti-slavery activity, the town’s
Underground Railroad movement in the decades leading up
to the Civil War, and stories of the men who served.
The 2nd Battery Vermont Light Artillery will bring a
Civil War encampment to life on the banks of the Neshobe
River behind the historic Brandon Inn and will be set up
throughout the entire weekend.
On Saturday afternoon at 5:00 pm, there will be a
special screening of the newly restored film "When Lincoln
Paid," directed by Francis Ford (1913). The film, considered
long lost, was recently discovered in a New Hampshire barn
and has been fully restored. The film is important
historically for its theme and place in film history. Jeff
Rapsis, who plays piano behind silent films around New
England, will be the accompaniment. This will be only the
second public screening of the movie in 97 years. Keene
State College Professor Emeritus of Film Studies Dr. Larry
Benaquist was involved with the restoration of the film and
will be on hand to give remarks. The screening will take
place in the Brandon Town Hall.
A Saturday evening component of the weekend will be
a “tombstone testimony” cemetery tour examining what the
graveyard can tell us about life and death in the first half of
the 19th century.
Participants will be able to buy one general event
ticket which covers the encampment, talks, walks, and the
cemetery tour. Senior, children and family discounts are
available. The silent film screening is extra although at a
reduced price for general event ticket holders. Reservations
may be made online at MarchingThroughBrandon.com.
Registration begins at 10 a.m. on Saturday, June 19 at the
Stephen A Douglas Birthplace at 4 Grove St. (Route 7),
Brandon. Walking tour locations will be manned between
10 am - 5 pm on Saturday and 11 am - 4 pm on Sunday,
June 20. The cemetery walk will take place between 8:00 10:00 pm on Saturday. Participants will receive a printed
walking tour so they can move at their own pace.
For more information, contact Janet Mondlak at the
Brandon Area Chamber of Commerce: 802-247-6401. Email
at: info@brandon.org or visit www.brandon.org or
www.MarchingThroughBrandon.com

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/
June 10– Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH. Camp
Members, Junior Members, SUVCW Auxiliary Members,
and guests are welcome! For more information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic_blue.ht
ml
June 11 – Capital District (Albany) CWRT – Patrick
Schroeder, Historian at Appomattox Court House –
“George Peers, County Clerk of Appomattox” 7 p.m.
– Guilderland Public Library. For more information check
out their web site at: www.cdcwrt.org
June 14 – Cornish, NH, Historical Society, Trinity
Church, Rte. 12A, Cornish, 7 p.m.– Lew Gage and
Cornish Historical Society President, Jim Atkinson,
“A Civil War Hero: Col. Haldimand S. Putnam,
from Cornish to Fort Wagner.”
June 17– Joshua L. Chamberlain CWRT – CWRT
Awards Banquet - Frank J. Williams, Retired Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of Rhode Island,
guest speaker. “Lincoln at 201.” Kennebec Tavern,
Bath, ME.
For more information check out their web site:
http://community.curtislibrary.com/chamberlaincwrt

(Thank you to Kay Jorgensen for sending this.)

June 18 – Civil War Roundtable of New Hampshire
– Dick Simpson – “Battle of Pea Ridge.” Check out
their web site for more information: www.cwrt-nh.org

June 26-27 – Vermont History Expo 2010 – 10-5
p.m. – Tunbridge Fair Grounds, Tunbridge, VT $10 Adults and $8 ages 2-17
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were passed along for people to sign, and they were mailed
out the next day.
Lew also mentioned that Tony O’Connor is going out
of the book selling business and that he had brought along
copies of the books Tony has for sale. A number of people
took copies home with them. If you didn’t get a copy and
want to know what books Tony has, please check out his
web site at:
http://vermontcivilwar.org/vtcwe.htm
Jack Anderson and Alice Evans had attended the fund
raiser in St. Johnsbury, and spoke briefly about the event
and what a very effective and dramatic speaker Dr. John
Quarstein was.
Whitney Maxfield informed us that there will be a
dedication of a 5 th New York soldier in Hope Cemetery in
Barre, VT, at 10 a.m. on June 19.
Gail Blake mentioned that the RT Trip was a success
in spite of 90 degree and higher heat. If anyone has any
ideas for next year’s trip, please let her know.
Lew introduced one of our guests, Alan Brunelle,
treasurer of the NHCWRT.
Peter Sinclair mentioned that he and Jackie went to
Washington, DC, after the RT Trip. He will write article
about that trip for the newsletter.
Peter also suggested members send articles of interest
for the newsletter to the newsletter editor. (Thank you,
Peter.)
Peter thanked Gail for all her hard work on putting
together the RT Trip. Gail received a round of applause.
Peter also thanked Barb Watts for all her help. He will give
a presentation on the trip at our October meeting.
Lew next introduced our speaker and member, Andy
Ward. Andy gave a terrific powerpoint presentation on the
Soldiers National Cemetery at Gettysburg.
Peter mentioned the June program change to Joe
Collea.
Raffle winners were Dave Curtain, Jack who passed,
Whitney Maxfield, Pat Wheatley, Whitney, again, who
passed, Pat again who passed, Dave Mayhew, Peter Sinclair,
Brian Smith who passed, Pat again who passed!!! Since
Jack couldn’t seem to give the last items away, we played
the coin flip game and Dave Curtain won.

“The American Ideal: Abraham
Lincoln and the Second Inaugural”
“The American Ideal: Abraham Lincoln and the
Second Inaugural” exhibit at the Lincoln Family Home in
Manchester, VT (Hildene) is set within the context of
Lincoln’s Second Inaugural, which harkens back to the then
radical beliefs first enunciated in the Declaration of
Independence. Visitors will learn how the Civil War and
President Lincoln helped bring life and meaning to the
promise of the American Ideal of equality, justice and
opportunity for all. The exhibit incorporates text from the
speech, considered to be one of the president’s greatest, and
artifacts from the collections of Hildene and Brown
University’s John Hay Library, one of the five great Lincoln
collections. The two institutions recently formalized their
partnership with a Memorandum of Understanding and the
formation of the Hildene-Brown Collaborative.
The Lincoln Family Home at Hildene is open daily
from 9:30 to 4:30. Admission, which includes the exhibit, is
$12.50 for adults, $5 for youth 6-14, children under 6,
Hildene members and volunteers are free. For more
information on Hildene, visit www.hildene.org, call
802.362.1788 or email info@hildene.org.
Exhibit through September 2011.
Aug. 27-29 – Vermont Living History – Americana
Days Civil War event at the Matterhorn Inn, West
Dover. Full encampment and battle planned under
sponsorship of the Living History Association, assisted by
the Celebrate the Valley Committee, 2 nd Battery Vermont
Light Artillery, 123rdNew York & 14th Vermont Infantry.
For more information,, call (802-368-7913 or e-mail
info@livinghistoryassn.org

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of
the Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:
Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny@emailmv.com

TIME TO RENEW YOUR
ROUND TABLE MEMBERSHIP
If you have not already done so, it is time to renew
your membership for the year. Membership runs
from March through February. When completing
the membership form (included in this newsletter),
please remember to include your email address.
We have been striving to send as many newsletters
as possible by email, as printing and mailing costs
consume a large portion of our treasury. Also,
email helps us to be able to get additional
information that may come up between meetings to
you quickly. If you have any questions about
whether or not your dues are paid, please call or
email Mary Davis at mary_davis01@comcast.net or
603-448-3472.

The deadline for the September 2010 newsletter is August
29, 2010.

Notes from our May Meeting
We had about 35 people join us at the Hotel Coolidge.
Mary Davis asked everyone to check the membership
dates on their name tags. Those whose tags say 2009-2010
haven’t paid their dues yet. By the end of the meeting, every
member attending except one had paid their dues!
Lew Gage brought along some petitions against the
possible casino in Gettysburg that the Civil War
Preservation Trust is asking folks to sign and return. These
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“Guards were alerted on Long Bridge, over which
the ladies crossed, and the ladies were ‘tone-tested,’ (very
scientifically, of course).
“If they went ‘ping’ their falsies-ful of sneaky pete
and blackberry wine were emptied into barrels and
conveyed to the Museum to be distilled for the preservation
of specimens.”
As to why Washington women were parading back
and forth across the Potomac on liquor quests, Museum
officials offered two reasons:
1. In war-crowded Washington, there was a
shortage of liquor in the saloons. Much of the
liquor had previously come from the South.
2. Washingtonians contended the best liquor was
made in the South.

The Assassin’s Accomplice:
Mary Surratt and the Plot to Kill
Abraham Lincoln
For anyone with a genuine interest in American
History, especially Civil War Era history and/or
women in American History, this is a must read.
And, as I learned Saturday April 10,2010 when I
heard Ms. Larson give a review of her book, this
story and the historical facts upon which it is based,
have GREAT implication for history as it unfolds
today. Was Mary Surratt an active participant with
John Wilkes Booth, or a victim of circumstance?
She was a civilian woman, tried by a military
tribunal for her suspected participation. She was
poorly represented by incompetent counsel. She
was found guilty and became the first woman in
American history to be hanged. It had been said she
“maintained the house that hatched the egg.” But
WAS she guilty? Many of the documents, signed
confessions and much other information is housed
in Surratt Museum in Clinton (formerly
Surrattsville), Maryland. This information is of
great interest today as it is being reviewed by many
legal beagles for guidance in what kind of trials will
happen for the Guantanamo detainees.

(Nancy Miville discovered this article in her greatgrandfather’s papers. Unfortunately, there’s no
date.)

Vermont Soldiers’ Graves
Just a reminder that while you’re out this summer driving
or walking around, try and locate some Vermont Civil War
soldiers’ gravestones. Tom Ledoux, webmaster for the
terrific Vermont in the Civil War web site, is always looking
for photos of Civil War soldiers’ gravestones who served for
Vermont. Check out Tom’s website to find out which
soldiers he is still looking for, bring your camera with you
when you go traveling, and take some photos! Doesn’t have
to be just in Vermont. He is looking for photos of
gravestones from other states as well. Take the photo(s)
and e-mail to Tom directly or mail them to me, and I’ll get
them to Tom.

This book is well written, well documented and
very interesting.
(Review By Nancy Miville. Thank you!)

Suspects Given “Ping” Test

Website: www.vermontcivilwar.org
Tom’s e-mail address: webmaster@vermontcivilwar.org

Liquor Bootlegged by Women Helped Relieve
Civil War Drought in District

From the Caledonian - 1896

Associated Press

"Mr. Sanborn gave a resume of some southern battles,
paying tribute to the bravery of VT troops. Our state
furnished one tenth of its population and gave more lives in
proportion than any other state of the Union. Europe
honors generals; US honors the private soldier and sailor.
The old world builds monuments to the individual; we
honor the memory of the common people."

How contraband liquor was brought across the
Potomac River during the Civil War in women’s “falsies”
was related yesterday by a Virginia writer in a new book.
Mrs. Francelia Butler, of Arlington, told about it as
a sidelight to a popularized history of cancer and cancer
research through the ages.
She said government confiscated contraband liquor
sometimes was used by Army pathologists to preserve
specimens of cancer and other diseased tissue, and that
some of the specimens still on display at the Army Medical
Museum in Washington have been preserved that way. In
her book, “Cancer Through the Ages – the Evolution of
Hope,” Mrs. Butler writes:
“Unable to get alcohol to preserve specimens during
the war between the states, Dr. John H. Brinton, first
curator of the Army Medical Museum, together with his
associates, including Dr. Joseph Janvier Woodward,
learned that women were bringing contraband liquor into
Washington from the Virginia side of the Potomac in tin
busts—funnel-topped cans with corks—each holding a quart
or more.

(Thanks to Peter Sinclair for sending this in.)

Elihu Hayes Legro
Dedication
On Saturday May 8th , a raw day of drizzly rain broken by
occasional downpours, the remains of Rochester, NH native
and Union soldier Elihu Hayes Legro were laid to rest.
Legro, a 34-year old Methodist minister and family man,
had enlisted as a private in Company D, Sixth N.H.
Regiment in late 1861. He performed medical and
chaplaincy duties with the Sixth (though he was not the
regiment’s chaplain), including participation in Burnside’s
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February 1862 campaign to take Roanoke Island, and at
some point prior to his final illness was made a second
lieutenant.

crisply folding it into the conventional triangle. A salute
was fired, and “Taps” was sounded mournfully by a lone
bugler. In the rain, some 100 folks departed quietly, having
given the last tribute possible.

Legro died of unspecified “fever” in a Washington military
hospital on January 1, 1863. He left a widow, Mary, and a
daughter, Ellie. A one-year-old son, E. Albert (or Elihu Jr.,
per another source), had died just months before Legro’s
enlistment.

(Contributed by Alice Evans. Thank you!)

Elihu Legro’s body was returned for burial in a family plot
alongside a road in Rochester (an area later designated as
Exit 15 of Spaulding Turnpike). In 2009, when the NH
Department of Transportation wished to widen the
Turnpike, most family remains were removed to the Old
Rochester Cemetery. But a question was raised as to
whether Elihu’s body actually had been interred in the
family cemetery. Foster’s Daily Democrat reported on
October 11, 2009 that Kathleen Wheeler, an archaeologist
with a Portsmouth firm working with the state at the
Turnpike site, suggested only a “ceremonial” burial might
have been undertaken for Legro. Her team had found the
outline of where a coffin once was, and a “ceremonial”
burial could have been a response to concerns about
infection, considering that Legro had died of disease.
Authorities might not have wanted to risk infecting others
by transporting his body. Opposing that possibility was the
presence of a military-style headstone that doesn’t say it
was placed “in memory of” the soldier. Also, a death notice
from that period stated that Legro’s remains were buried
with Masonic honors. Local Masonic records then were
examined for any corroboration of the burial. That process
was still going on when the Foster’s article appeared. (Its
headline, “A family mystery: Civil War soldier not buried at
highway grave site, so where is he?” not only pre-judged the
outcome of that investigation but seems to me intended to
elicit readers’ morbid curiosity.)

(Photo by Dan Meehan, SUV, NH.)

Dave Bernard
As many of you know we lost Round Table member
and good friend, Dave Bernard, on May 15. Dave
developed a staph infection back in September
2008 after having minor surgery, and never fully
recovered. He had been a member of our RT for a
number of years, attending almost every meeting
and going on a number of RT Trips, and donating
numerous Civil War books for our raffles each
month. And, he enjoyed giving book reports of a
number of those books at our meetings. Until
shortly before he died he was still reading history
books and Lew and I would have quite the
discussions with him. He appreciated all the books
and magazines members loaned him. We will miss
him.

Forensic testing finally determined that remains removed
from the family plot indeed were those of Legro. That
finding began a process of assembling re-enactors from NH
and nearby states, local Masonic officials, New Hampshire
National Guard members and others in order to accord
Legro’s remains a dignified burial for the final time. The
commemorative effort was headed by Dan Meehan, a
Rochester firefighter and amateur Civil War researcher.
Legro’s remains, in a simple pine coffin, were carried in a
period horse-drawn hearse. A re-enactors’ band, playing on
muffled drums, preceded the carriage, while participants
and other attendees followed on foot from the Common in
the heart of Rochester to the Old Cemetery about .8 mile
away. The procession passed under a huge American flag
suspended from a fire department ladder extended over the
street.

Special thanks to those who visited him while he
was in the nursing home as well as Peter Sinclair,
Ed Lilley, and in particular, Dave Curtain for the
many books, magazines, and walkman.

On June 9, 1862, at the advanced age of
seventy-three, General John Wool is put in
charge of the Union’s Middle Department.
Wool, a veteran of the War of 1812 and the
Mexican War, survives the third war of his
career and lives until 1869.

Among those officiating were Rochester mayor Mr. T.J.
Jean and the reverend Murray Nickerson, currently
minister of the South Tamworth (NH) Methodist Church,
the congregation Legro was serving at the time of his
enlistment. Following tributes and prayers, a white-gloved
honor guard removed the flag that had covered the coffin,
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South Carolina
Charleston Lighthouse, Morris Island

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2010— March 2011 Membership Rates

In 1862 the Lighthouse Board reported “Charleston, lens
and lantern destroyed.” In all, 164 lights were forcibly
discontinued during the Civil War on the southern coasts.
These were relighted from time to time, and by 1866, the
greater part had been restored. The Charleston Channel
was re-marked promptly on the occupation of the city by
Union troops in February 1865.

Name:_______________________________
Address: _____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
Home Phone __________________________
Work Phone __________________________

Louisiana
Timbalier Lighthouse

E-mail
address______________________________

Completed in 1857.
During the Civil War the light was discontinued. Upon the
occupation of the southern portion of Texas by Union forces
in 1864, application was made by the military authorities
for the reestablishment of the Timbalier light. Measures
were promptly inaugurated to ascertain the condition and
necessities of the station and suitable illuminating
apparatus was sent to be put in position when requisite
repairs had been completed.

__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00
Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___
Dues are payable to: GMCWRT c/o Mary B. Davis, 54
Renihan Meadows, Lebanon, NH 03766.

New Hampshire
Isle of Shoals Lighthouse

A special thank you to Alice Evans, Nancy
Miville, Tom McKenna, George Butts, Jack
Anderson, Paul Zeller, and especially to
Program Chair Peter Sinclair for sending
articles and information on Civil War
events this past season.

During the Civil War, because of the danger from blockade
runners and Southern gunboats, the lighthouse was entirely
rebuilt of granite, with walls 2 feet thick.
(Above is from: Historically Famous Lighthouses CG-232)

Have a wonderful summer, and see you in
September!

Green Mountain Civil War RoundTable
P.O. Box 1245
White River Jct., VT 05001
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