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“The Battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas,
March 7 – 8, 1862”

DICK SIMPSON
“THE BATTLE OF PEA RIDGE,
ARKANSAS, MARCH 7-8, 1862”
TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2012
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT

6:00 P.M. Social Hour
6:30 Buffet Dinner
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting
7:30 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, June 11. Cost per person for the buffet dinner
is $15.00. For the meeting and program only, there is a
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for nonmembers. For reservations please contact Gail Blake at
802-296-2919 or e-mail her at auntis@comcast.net.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
COLD SALAD/SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES
June 2012

The battle of Pea Ridge, March 7 – 8, 1862, was an
exciting and decisive Civil War battle in Northwest
Arkansas. The amazing Union victory successfully
culminated a Federal campaign to secure Missouri within
the Union, maintain control of the Missouri and Mississippi
Rivers, protect the arsenal at St. Louis and release resources
critical to General Grant’s campaigns in the Western
Theater.
On March 7th, the 10,500 man Union Army of the
Southwest, under command of Brigadier General Samuel
Curtis engaged the 16,000 troops of Major General Earl Van
Dorn’s Confederate Army of the West on two separate
battlefields on the plains called Pea Ridge.
Union forces in the battle were from Missouri,
Iowa, Indiana and Ohio. Confederate soldiers were from
Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas and also included
two regiments of Cherokee Indians, about 1,000 men, from
the Indian Territory which is now Oklahoma. It’s a story you
won’t forget and it was the first Civil War battle in which
Indians participated.
It was the next day, March 8th, when the
demoralized Confederate troops, running out of
ammunition, withdrew to the south. The remaining forces
on both sides then moved east of the Mississippi River to
fight in other campaigns.
Come and enjoy this elaborate slide program of one
of the great Civil War battles in the West.
Dick Simpson, and his wife Deborah, spend their
summers on Willoughby Lake in Westmore Vermont.
Dick’s family has lived in the area for six generations. He is
the Historian for the Town of Westmore where he lectures
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on local history. From November to April they live in
Lancaster Pennsylvania.
Dick has been touring Civil War battlefields since
Junior High School, mostly following the 3rd and 15th
Vermont Regiments in which his relatives fought and died.
He now has six Civil War slide programs that he has given
the last eight years to over 30 Civil War Round Tables. With
20 lectures scheduled for 2012, he will have given over 130
lectures in nine years. With these lectures he has raised over
$10,000 dollars for battlefield preservation through lecture
donations and his Civil War book raffles. When he lectures
to small, in need, Round Tables the raffle money goes to
them. This year Dick is receiving special awards for his
outstanding fund raising efforts by the Delaware Valley and
Hershey Civil War Round Tables.
Dick is a civilian Civil War reenactor portraying
Frederick Holbrook, the Civil War governor of Vermont and
he was featured in the January 2010 issue of Gettysburg
Magazine.
He is an active member of dozens of Civil War
organizations in Vermont, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/
Vermont Civil War Hemlocks web site:
http://hemlocks.vermontcivilwar.org/index.html
June– Northeast Kingdom Civil War Round Table –
Don Wickman - For information on where and
time, please contact Joan Huguenin at
PoohBahToo@hotmail.com or 802-754-6402.
June 14 – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of
Union Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers
Memorial Building, North Park Street, Lebanon,
NH. Camp members, junior members, SUVCW
Auxiliary members, and guests are welcome! For
more information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic
_blue.html

CONGRATULATIONS are in order for our June speaker.
Dick recently received the 2011 Merit Award from the Del
Val CWRT at their 10th Anniversary Luncheon. He received
the award for all he does for Preservation and spreading
information about the War in his various presentations.

June 15 – NHCWRT – 6:45 p.m. – Epping Town
Hall, 157 Main Street, Epping, NH – Mike DuMont –
“Battle of New Bern.” For more information, email
monocacyus@yahoo.com or check out their web
site at: www.cwrt-nh.org/

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:

OTHER CIVIL WAR EVENTS AROUND
VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE
June 1 — Civil War Multi Book Discussion. A
Vermont Reads Event. This book discussion will take a
look at a variety of books with the Civil War theme,
including Bull Run and The Red Badge of Courage. The
discussion will focus on how different authors approach the
subject matter. Hosted by the Quechee Library. White
River Junction, Bugbee Senior Center, 262 N Main
St, 12:45 pm. Kate Schaal, (802) 295-1232.

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

2012 Program Schedule
Peter Sinclair, Program Chair

June 4 — Civil War Authors Panel Discussion. A
Vermont Reads Event. Mike Heany, Mark Travis, and
Joe Collea will discuss Vermont Reads 2012 titles, as well as
their own Civil War studies and writings. Hosted by the
Quechee Library. Quechee Library, 7:00 pm. Kate
Schaal, (802) 295-1232.

September 11 Peter Sinclair – “Round Table Trip
to Antietam Battlefield”
October 9

Bill Hallett –
2013

Jan.

Robert Sullivan

Feb.

Steve Sotogreen

June 6 — George Houghton: Vermont's Civil War
Photographer. A hidden gem in Vermont's history is the
photographic work completed by Brattleboro photographer
George Houghton. He took poignant views of Vermont
soldiers in the field, camp, and at home. This program by
Donald Wickman will explain some of Houghton's life and
show a number of the images that brought the Civil War
back to Vermont via photography. Hosted by the Milton
Historical Society and Museum. Milton Historical
Society Museum, 7:30 pm. Allison Belisle, (802) 3632598.

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
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June 15–July 1 — Civil War Display. A Vermont
Reads Event. Through objects, letters, art, and music, this
hands-on display helps students comprehend the impact of
the Civil War on nearly every person in the state of
Vermont. Documents and reference books also introduce
patrons to using primary sources for historical inquiry so
that they can explore Civil War topics in their communities.
Created jointly through the Vermont Historical Society and
the Flow of History, a U.S. Department of Education
Teaching American History grant. Hosted by the Quechee
Library. Quechee Library. Kate Schaal, (802) 295-1232.

outfitting the Union Army. Altogether, the North produced
more than 1.5 million rifles in the span of about three years,
along with tens of thousands of pistols and carbines. The
majority of those weapons were made using machinery
designed and produced in Windsor. Arming the Union tells
the story of the men and machines that made possible the
production of guns on such a massive scale—the story of the
technological achievement that saved the Union.
The two stories also overlap—and not simply because
Vermont soldiers, like everyone else in the Union Army,
carried weapons produced on Vermont-made machinery.
Half a dozen young men actually worked in the Windsor
armory before shouldering rifles and heading off to war.
Both exhibits are set inside the actual nineteenth-century
factory building where the gunmaking machinery was
perfected and built and where 50,000 Special Model
Springfield rifles were also produced.

June 18 — Book Discussion: America's War:
Talking About the Civil War and Emancipation on
Their 150th Anniversaries anthology edited by
Edward L. Ayers. Part of the Making Sense of the
American Civil War series. Developed by the National
Endowment for the Humanities and the American Library
Association, this Civil War sesquicentennial
commemorative series uses works of historical fiction and
interpretation, speeches, diaries, memoirs, biographies, and
short stories to examine a broad range of perspectives in an
exploration of the American Civil War. Led by Suzanne H
Brown. Hosted by the Quechee Library. Quechee Library,
4:30 pm. Kate Schaal, (802) 295-1232.

Together these two exhibitions present a view of Vermont’s
role in the Civil War as it has never been seen before: the
home front, the battlefield, and the powerful connections
between the two.
American Precision Museum, 196 Main Street, P.O. Box
679, Windsor, VT 05089 - info@americanprecision.org
802-674-5781 – www.americanprecision.org - Open daily
10-5. Admission is free on Sundays.

Voices from the Front: New Hampshire and
the American Civil War (through December 31,
2012)
More than any other event, the Civil War defines 19thcentury America. Through photographs, diaries, letters, and
objects, the exhibition, Voices from the Front: New
Hampshire and the American Civil War, tells the
compelling stories of people forever changed by the conflict.

Vermont History Expo
"Vermont in the Civil War."
Tunbridge, VT – The Vermont Historical Society returns to
the Tunbridge World’s Fairgrounds with the Vermont
History Expo on June 16 and 17, 2012. A unique country
history fair, the Vermont History Expo features workshops,
crafters, musicians, authors, local Vermont historical
societies and museums, reenactors, and many more
opportunities to step back in time. Now an every-other-year
event, and this year’s theme is Vermont in the Civil War.
Tess Taylor, Director of Education and Public
Programming, says, “6,000 past participants can’t be
wrong! The History Expo is down-home fun whether you
are 8 or 88.” The Expo is a popular two-day event that
showcases stories and exhibits from our local Vermont
historical societies and museums. Added to that are
offerings from cultural heritage organizations, genealogy
and research organizations, experts on Vermont history
topics, heritage animals, fabulous food, 19th-century
children’s games, music, reenactments, a live country
auction, presentations and authors make this country fair
dedicated to our state’s heritage.
Half-price admission is offered for those in period
dress as well as special pricing for families. Advance
discounted tickets are available for Vermont Historical
Society members. Please contact Tess Taylor at (802) 4798505 for more information or look online
at www.vermonthistory.org/expo.
The Vermont Historical Society is a nonprofit
organization that operates the Vermont History Museum in

Location: 6 Eagle Square, Concord, NH Hours: TuesdaySaturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 12 to 5 p.m. Also
open Monday 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. July 1-October 15 and in
December. Closed on federal holidays. Admission: $5.50
adults, $4.50 seniors, $3 children 6-18, $17 family
maximum, free for New Hampshire Historical Society
members. Contact: 603/228-6688

Memorial Day Weekend through October –
The Civil War Sesquicentennial at the
American Precision Museum – Full Duty: The
Civil War Collection of Howard Coffin presents
the first-ever exhibition from the private collection of
Vermont’s foremost Civil War historian. Featuring letters,
diaries, photographs, maps, paintings, and newspapers,
along with weapons and other military accoutrements, the
exhibition explores the day-to-day life of Vermont soldiers
in camp and on the battlefield. These artifacts and images
explore how the actions and decisions of ordinary people
can have an enormous impact on historic events.
Arming the Union uncovers the surprising influence of a
little-known Vermont factory. Operating out of the old
Robbins & Lawrence armory in Windsor, the machine tool
firm Lamson, Goodnow & Yale played a critical role in
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Montpelier, the Leahy Library in Barre, and programming
throughout the state. Established in 1838, its purpose is to
reach a broad audience through outstanding collections and
statewide outreach. The Vermont Historical Society believes
that an understanding of the past changes lives and builds
better communities. Visit the Society’s website
at www.vermonthistory.org.

economic evolution to transportation and foreign relations.
Round table membership is open to anyone with an
interest in any aspect of the Civil War. The membership
meets on a regular basis to hear talks and to promote
interest in the conflict. They seek to help those wishing to
expand their knowledge of events sharing information
through their meetings, welcoming RT members from
overseas and lending books from their own library. The RT
has helped in the preservation of historical sites connected
with the Civil War in Britain and the U.S. The organization
is apolitical; its only interest in the present is the study and
preservation of the past

The Seven Days Forum
June 16
There will be a free forum on The Seven Days which will be
held June 16, Saturday morning, 9-12, at the Massachusetts
School of Law, 500 Federal Street, Andover, MA, exit 45 off
I-93 (north and south). Previous forums on the start of the
war, and the Battle of Ball's Bluff, were sponsored by the
American College of History and Legal Studies and held on
our campus in Salem, NH. We are overbooked (40+)
because of space limitations, and the Massachusetts School
of Law, already a co-sponsor of the event, will now host it.
There is plenty of free parking at MSL, elevators, and a large
conference space available with room for dozens of
attendees. There will be coffee and light refreshments,
along with map handouts, lists of suggested reading, and
other material. I will facilitate the event, and begin with an
overview of George B. McClellan's Peninsula Campaign in
the spring of 1862, but the morning will focus on its climax,
the Seven Days' Battles just outside of Richmond. The plans
are to devote most of the event to active discussion among
guests, including Civil War buffs, those just beginning
serious study of the conflict, and we hope as in past years,
officers and members of several different Round Tables
both in Massachusetts and New Hampshire.
-Michael B. Chesson
Founding Professor and Dean
The American College of History and Legal Studies
1 Stiles Road, Ste. 104
Salem, NH 03079
Phone: (603) 458-5145 x10
Email: chesson@achls.org
Web: http://www.achls.org/

For information contact Tony Brown
34 Linden Rd
Muswell Hill
London N10 3DH, UK
Or visit their web site:
www.americancivilwar.org.ok

Report from Roanoke Island
By John Mudge
Having a special interest in the February 1862
battle at Roanoke Island, last summer I made some
inquiries about plans to commemorate the sesquicentennial
of that battle. Roanoke Island and nearby Nags Head and
Kitty Hawk, today all cater to the modern tourist industry,
beaches and kites, and there were no plans for any special
activities to commemorate the battle fought there in
February 1862. However, there were plans for a three-day
conference to be held down in Hatteras at the end of April,
the “Flags Over Hatteras” conference, “Civil War on the
Outer Banks — A North Carolina Sesquicentennial
Observance.” That looked interesting, and I would be able
to spend a day or two wandering around Roanoke Island on
my way to Hatteras.
Plans were made to travel down to the conference
and everything turned out to be fascinating and well worth
it.
It turned out that the Outer Banks History Center,
located on Roanoke Island, did have a special exhibit about
the battle there and much time was spent looking at that. In
addition, I was put in touch with one of the local residents
who knows the island and the Civil War sites very well, and
he gave me a tour and understanding of the island and the
battle fought there that I would not have been able to get
otherwise.
The conference down in Hatteras was equally
rewarding. It began on the Thursday afternoon with the
dedication of new historic markers recognizing the Flagship
USS Minnesota and the Hotel De Afrique. In 1861 Hatteras
became the first safe haven for African Americans in North
Carolina. A small wooden building there became there
refuge and was known as the Hotel De Afrique.
Over the course of the next several days there were a
number of presentations by national and local experts, all
addressing the many issues that have been raised over the
years about the fighting that took place here. Family
tragedy prevented Ed Bearss from attending, but there was

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE ARE A LOT OF CIVIL
WAR EVENTS AND EXHIBITS GOING ON
THROUGHOUT THE AREA. YOU SHOULD CHECK
THE FOLLOWING WEB SITE FROM TIME TO
TIME:
http://www.vermontcivilwar150.com/Events_Spri
ng2012.html

The American Civil War Round Table
United Kingdom
By Peter Sinclair
The American Civil War Round Table in the United
Kingdom is one of a large number throughout the world
dedicated to the study of all aspects of the Civil War . The
members come from all walks of life. Their interests cover
all areas from military to political study, from social and
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a video-taped presentation by him. Professor Emeritus
James McPherson from Princeton and Professor Craig
Symonds from the U. S. Naval Academy were two other
keynote speakers. Joseph Schwarzer, Director of the North
Carolina Maritime Museums chaired much of the meeting.
Hari Jones, Curator at the African American Civil War
Memorial and Museum gave a fascinating talk about the
role of African American spies. I am waiting for his work to
be turned into a book. (James McPherson has a new book
coming out later this year.) There were many other
presentations, the Graveyard of the Atlantic has a special
Civil War exhibit, and re-enactors had a camp set up on the
Park Service grounds at the Hatteras Lighthouse.
In North Carolina, the theme for all of the statewide
sesquicentennial remembrances is, “Freedom, Memory,
Sacrifice.” Over the course of the next several years there
will be more activities both in North Carolina and elsewhere
across the south that focus on the freedoms that were being
fought for, the memory of those who did that fighting, and
the sacrifices that the entire nation endured during the war.
I will be looking, and maybe I will find another conference
to go to.

If you are in town on June 10, please come by, enjoy
some refreshments, and get your copy of our new
publication . Best regards, Jutta R. Scott, PHA President

RT Survey
Thanks to the 26 members who filled out their surveys.
This will be a help to Peter as he determines what topics to
have for programs, where and when we will meet, the cost,
where you would like Gail to schedule RT trips, and more.

Caledonian
June 6, 1862
Serves Them Right.
Ever since the outbreak of this rebellion in whatever
southern cities our troops have been, they have uniformly
found the secesh women she devils intensified. In
Baltimore the "Plug Uglies" and the "Blood Tubs" shot down
the brave Union defenders, but it was left for well dressed
women to continually insult federal soldiers in the streets.
From the Richmond and Charleston prisons our soldiers
and officers write that they are frequently visited by
southern women, who taunt them with vile epithets, and
take every occasion to heap contempt upon them--even
wishing that they had guns that they might shoot a "Yank."
Even under the shadow of the capitol at Washington these
samples of southern ladies (!) have been tolerated, until the
name of a southern woman has become a stink in the
nostrils of civilized beings.
But Gen. Butler has opened their eyes in New
Orleans. When our army took possession of this city, they
became subjected to the same insults from the women that
our soldiers have borne in other places. Gen. Butler just
issued an order, that females insulting the federal soldiers in
the street should be treated like "women of the town." This
prompt action of the general rather "riled" the good mayor,
who took occasion to send Gen. Butler a message more
pointed than complimentary. Gen. Butler immediately
ordered his arrest and imprisonment. This opened the eyes
of the injured mayor and he frankly apologised for his
indiscretion. But for the "first ladies" of New Orleans to be
classed with and treated like the courtesan plying her
occupation is a bitter pill. Yet it is just. The city provides a
lock-up for the latter, in which they are liable to be placed if
found so far forgetting their womanly modesty and chastity
as to accost strangers in the street. How much more just is a
jail for the woman who so far forgets all decency and
civilization as to insult the brave defenders of the Union
who under orders are patrolling their streets, and who are
the only safeguard they have against rapine and murder.
Under the circumstances we say Gen. Butler has given the
females of New Orleans their due.

Peacham in the Civil War
By Jutta Scott
I am happy to announce that the Peacham
Historical Association has just published a comprehensive
history of Peacham in the Civil War:
*A Vermont Hill Town in the Civil War: Peacham’s
Story*. Jutta R. Scott and Michelle Arnosky Sherburne, eds.
With an Essay by Lynn A. Bonfield. Illustrated, maps,
notes, bibliography. 218 pages. May 2012.
Drawing from scores of letters, diaries,
memoirs,and photographs, this book vividly tells the story
of the men from Peacham who went to war and their
families who endured life without them on the home front.
The book blends narrative with a rich array of
period photographs and images. Previously unpublished
letters, diaries, and personal recollections provide insights
into soldiers’ experiences during the war.The book features
1864 and 1865 war diaries penned by Isaac N. Watts, a
soldier in
the 11th Vermont Regiment and the memoir of Mark
Wheeler's harrowing experiences in the infamous prison at
Andersonville, Georgia. It also summarizes the memoirs of
the town’s youngest soldier, 15-year-old Turrell Elkins
Harriman.
Adding further detail to this comprehensive history
of Peacham in the Civil War, biographical sketches chronicle
the lives of all 169 Peacham men who served the Union.
*A Vermont Hill Town in the Civil War: Peacham’s
Story* is now available for purchase at the Peacham Library,
the Peacham Corner Guild,The Vermont Historical Society
Bookstore, and online on PHA’s website:
peachamhistorical.org. Paperback $25; hardcover $35
(available in late July).
Please mark your calendar and join us for the
celebration of the publication at the Peacham Library on
June 10 from 2:00-4:00pm.

Caledonian
June 6, 1862
During its terrible battle near Richmond on Monday,
telegraphic communication was kept up between Gen.
McClellan and Prof. Lowe, who had ascended to an altitude
of 2000 feet, directly overlooking the terrible scene. It is
said that every movement of the enemy was obvious, and
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was instantly reported. This is believed to be the first
instance in which a balloon reconnoissance has been made
during a battle, and certainly the first time in which a
telegraph station has been established in the air to report
the movements of an enemy.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2012— March 2013 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Vermont Phoenix
June 26, 1862
[ORDER.} HEADQUARTERS 6th VT. REGIMENT.
Camp near Richmond, June 12, 1862

Home Phone _______________________

To the members of the 6th Regiment Vermont Volunteers
now in Vermont without leave, and to those who are now
remaining beyond the limit of their furloughs:--You are
hereby ordered to return at once, and report yourself for
duty. Your failure to comply with this order within two
weeks from the date thereof, will cause you to be reported as
cowardly deserters, and you will be arrested and punished
as such. The communities in which you reside, and the
State at large, will remember that you are bound by an oath
to discharge your duty as soldiers of the army of the United
States; that your comrades are enduring the brunt of the
battle, while you unmindful of your oaths, and destitute of
every manly motive which should actuate the soldier, are
surrounded by the comforts of home. Furthermore, the
names of those failing to comply with this order will be
published.
By order of Col. Lord,
R. B. Crandall, Adjutant

Work Phone________________________
E-mail address:______________________
__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00
Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___

Dues are payable to: GMCWRT, P.O. Box 982, White River
Junction, VT 05001

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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