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ANGELA SMYTHE
“RICHMOND GRAYS PHOTO”
TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2015
6 P.M.
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, June 8. Cost per person for the meal is $19.25.
For the meeting and program only, there is a $4.00
charge for members and $6.00 charge for nonmembers. For reservations please contact Gail
Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.

completed and can be found online. This is her detailed
study of the photographs taken by Thomas Roche on April
3, 1865, after the third battle of Petersburg, just six days
before the end of the war. The photos are striking.
At the June meeting, Angela will join us via Skype from
California and talk with us about what she has called,
“chasing shadows,” and John Wilkes Booth and the
Richmond Grays at the time of John Brown’s raid, trial, and
execution. Angela’s work has already been cited by a
number of other historians in their work.
On her web site she writes:
I remember that moment from almost six years ago as if it
was yesterday.

My interest as an “armchair historian” was never in the
American Civil War. I had no family history, both sides
Menu
coming here long afterwards. My knowledge base was
Hot Dish Surprise
limited solely to the occasional documentary, reading (and
Salad bowl
seeing) Gone with the Wind, marveling at Bette Davis’
Dessert
performance even earlier as the quintessential southern
Coffee/tea/decaf and punch
belle in Jezebel, and a glancing knowledge of what I thought
were the facts, or what I had been taught were the facts
(Hopefully we will find out what the hot dish will be before
about that war years ago. A dear friend of mine, the late Dr.
the meeting. If that happens, you will receive an e-mail
Moustafa Chahine, asked me one day over lunch while
message.)
rehashing our shared history interests, “Did I think that
Mrs. Lincoln was crazy?” I said I didn’t really know and he
Angela Smythe
asked me to “Look into it and tell me what I thought.” So I
read a few books and provided my opinion. He then asked
Angela Smythe is an independent scholar who has
me, “Did I think Mrs. Surratt was guilty?” Again I gave him
specialized in doing research about the civil war and in
the same response, which again prompted his earlier one of
particular researching some of the iconic photographs that
“Well, look into and tell me what YOU think.” In search of
were taken at that time. Her most recent work, The Garden
that answer; of course any path leads you to the Lincoln
of Death: the Fallen Sparrows of Fort Mahone, was just
Assassination and to John Wilkes Booth. The more I read
June 2015

about the historic “John Wilkes” the less he seemed to fit
the image of “Booth” that I remembered from my now long
ago college years. In hoping to learn about the man behind
the myth, I consulted his sister’s memoir, Asia Booth
Clarke’s The Unlocked Book where I found her mention of a
photograph taken of him in uniform while at Charlestown.
An armchair artist in addition to an armchair historian, this
immediately got my attention – Did it still exist?
That was in the summer of 2009. Throughout a path that
has lead from a troop train in Richmond in 1859 to a note
written in one of Mrs. Ella Mahoney’s library books in 1937,
the answer has proved to be “yes.” Not only a newly
discovered image of him, but of him in THE most iconic
image of the American Civil War.
“Conversations through the Glass” completes the 5-year
journey from thinking it to proving it.

There is no charge for admission to the museum. For more
information call 802.485.2183 or visit the museum’s
website (academics.norwich.edu/museum/) or Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/SullivanMuseum)

May 25-Oct. 12 – “Soldiers & Citizens” – Free museum
at New England Via Vermont in Alburgh village. Focus on
soldiers & families back home. Displays include Lincoln, St.
Albans Raid, medicine, ladies, children, soldier life,
Underground Railroad, battles, veterans. Call
802-796-3665 or: www.newenglandviavermont.net
(From the Civil War News.)
June 3 — Vermont and the Civil War. From Cedar
Creek to Gettysburg, Vermonters were central to the Union
cause. Vermont author and Civil War historian Howard
Coffin addresses the Vermont contribution to the Civil War.
Hosted by the Milton Historical Society and Museum.
Milton Historical Society and Museum, 13 School St, 7:00
pm. Allison Belisle, (802) 363-2598.!

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
The Vermont Heritage Galleries include Service &
Sacrifice, which is now featuring the Andrus panoramic
battle scenes, Houghton’s photographs, and the State of
Vermont Civil War flags. Learn more about Vermont
citizens’ service and sacrifice during the War Between the
States. Admission covers all three galleries and entrance to
the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier.
Vermont History Center, 60 Washington Street,
Barre, VT Open Mon-Fri, noon to 4:00 pm (802)
479-8519 www.vermonthistory.org

June 13 and 14 – The Last Letter Home – Lee Hoiby
– June 13 – 7 p.m., St. Paul’s Church, Concord, NH
– Civil War Camp Re-enactment on the State House Lawn
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Fifth Regiment NH Volunteers.
Sunday, June 14 at 4 p.m. – Plymouth Congregational
Church, Plymouth, NH – Baker Valley Band on the
Common at 3 p.m. – Tickets/donation: $30 general, $25
senior, $20 student, $15 group of 10 or more. Free
admission for U.S. Military personnel, veterans, and
students in grades K-12. Visit nhmasterchorale.org or call
(855) 642-4672. Tickets also available at the door.
Premiere of Jonathan Santore’s Battle Pieces – Civil War
era songs, poetry by Herman Melville, African-American
spirituals.

NORTHFIELD, Vt.–Norwich University’ - Sullivan
Museum and History Center - New exhibit: “1865,
Out of the Ashes: Assassination, Reconstruction,
and Healing the Nation.”
The exhibit, which focuses on the aftermath of the
assassination of President Abraham Lincoln, the
rehabilitation and restoration of the South, and efforts to
unify the country, is the fifth and final exhibition in the
museum’s series commemorating the 150th anniversary of
the Civil War.
A centerpiece of the new exhibition is a unique and rare
firearm recently acquired by the Sullivan Museum and
History Center: a Spencer repeating rifle. Possibly tested by
President Lincoln himself, the weapon had remained in
private hands for several generations and will now be on
public view for the first time since the Civil War. The rifle
was itself an important part of Civil War history. Adopted by
Union troops, it allowed for more accurate and rapid firing.
The Spencer rifle now on view was an early issue, originally
given to Lincoln by the manufacturer and later gifted by
Lincoln to Gideon Welles, NU’1826, in recognition of his
Civil War service as Secretary of the Navy.
In addition to the rifle, historical objects from Ford’s
Theater, a brass cannon used during the Civil War and
period currency loaned by the Hon. John W. Walter will be
included in the exhibition.
The museum is located on the Northfield campus of
Norwich University. It is open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. during the academic year.

Sat., June 16 – 12th New Hampshire Serenade Band
- Belmont Bandstand Concert , Civil War
Commemoration, Belmont, New Hampshire
Concert Time 6:15 p.m.
For More Information go to:
Historic Belmont Bandstand Website

July 13 — A High Price to Pay, A Heavy Burden to
Bear: One Family’s Civil War Story. Abel Morrill, Sr.,
was an early settler of Cabot, Vermont. He was a respected
farmer and maple sugar producer for much of the 19th
century. His story reflects the hardship and heartbreak
suffered by those who lived at the time of America’s greatest
conflict, the Civil War. David Book’s portrayal of Abel
Morrill profiles life before the war and life as it was affected
by the war. Drawing on primary resources, Book’s
monologue describes with historical accuracy life in mid19th century Vermont and is a story that could be repeated
by many families in every town in Vermont during this era.
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Hosted by the Woodstock Historical Society. Woodstock,
John Cotton Dana Research Library, 26 Elm St, 7:00 pm.
Jennie Shurtleff, (802) 457-1822.

died there on September 5, 1864 of remittent fever. He was
28 years old. There is a stone for him in the Andersonville
National Cemetery, but at some point his family must have
had the cenotaph made and placed it in the Strafford
Cemetery. It was taken out of there at some time and a
large family stone put in its place with Day’s name on it.
The people who purchased the stone had been antique
dealers. Fortunately the stone was well taken care of, and it
is now back where it belongs.
For more information, please see Dr. David Cross’s book, “A
Melancholy Affair at the Weldon Railroad,” or Tom
Ledoux’s web site:
http://vermontcivilwar.org/get.php?input=1678

Saturday, August 1 – 12th New Hampshire Serenade
Band - New Hampshire Veterans Association - Civil
War Commemoration, Weirs Beach, New
Hampshire
Concert Time 2:00 p.m.
For More Information go to:
NH Veterans Association Website

Sun., August 9 – 12 NH Serenade Band - Alton
Historical Society, Alton, New Hampshire
Concert Time 2:00 P.M.
For More Information go to:
Alton Historical Society Website

NOTE: If anyone learns of a Civil War event or something
they think might be of interest to our membership over the
summer break, please let me know, and I will be happy to
send out an e-mail message to everyone as well as post on
our Facebook page.

August 16 — Vermont and the Civil War. From
Cedar Creek to Gettysburg, Vermonters were central to
the Union cause. Vermont author and Civil War historian
Howard Coffin addresses the Vermont contribution to the
Civil War. Hosted by the Strafford Historical Society.
Strafford Town House, Brook Rd & Morrill Memorial Hwy,

As mentioned above, Gail and I post events that we
are aware of on our Facebook page as well as
interesting items from time to time. I have been
trying recently to post old photos from our Full
Duty Banquets and Round Table Trips on our
Thursday edition of our Facebook page. Check it
out some time! You don’t need to be a “member” of
Facebook in order to view these items, only to post
comments to them.

Strafford, VT, Historical Society “Strafford’s Civil
War Years, 1861-1865: Service and Sacrifice” now
through October 2015 – Sunday afternoons 2:00 - 4:00 PM
and Wednesday mornings 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 Noon at the
Brick Store in Strafford's Upper Village. Or, call Stefanie
Johnston, Curator, for questions or appointments (802)
765-4057.

FACEBOOK Page: Just go to Facebook Page and
type in: Green Mountain Civil War Roundtable.

Returns Home

WORLD WAR I GROUP
This group meets on the 4th Monday at 1 p.m. in the Café
next to the Coolidge, but this may change. We will cover
topics in chronological order. If you want to come or want
more information, contact Peter Sinclair [802-584-3280] or
David Curtin [802-633-2536].

AND, regarding the above Strafford Civil War Exhibit, back
in June of 2011 Lew and I were contacted by one of our
Cornish Town selectmen about a cemetery stone he found in
a barn in the town north of us belonging to George Day who
had been a Sergeant in Co. H 11th Vermont Infantry.
Knowing our Civil War connections, he thought we might be
interested in the stone. We were, of course, interested, and
the stone was brought to Cornish and kept in the vestibule
of the Trinity Episcopal Church. For the following 3 years
Ginny had a number of messages back and forth with the
Strafford, Vermont, Historical Society working to get this
stone back home. Finally, with Gail Blake’s help, on
Saturday, November 8, Silas Treadway, Gen Gibson,
Strafford Historical Society board members, and Dan
Gibson, came to Cornish, picked the stone up, and brought
it safely back to the Strafford where it is now on display in
the entryway of their historical society building.
George Day fought at the Battle of Weldon Railroad, was
captured, brought to Andersonville, Georgia, Prison, and

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Due to the fact that David Walden has unfortunately had to
step down from the Program Committee, the Committee is
in need of someone else to fill in.
If you are interested in helping to bring great speakers to
our Round Table, please contact one of the program
committee members at our June meeting or you may
contact them via e-mail. Please see Page 1 of this newsletter
for more information.
All of us thank David for the time, speakers , and the
amazing records he has contributed to this Committee
during his tenure.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Gail Blake

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2015— March 2016 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Starting Balance: $1902.65
Expenses:
Hotel Coolidge,
April meeting (includes speakers meal) $383.29
Hotel Coolidge,
May meeting (includes speakers meal) $389.29
Mileage for May speaker $50
Deposits
April deposit $645.75 (meals, raffle, donations)
May deposit $567.75 (meals, raffle, donations)
Petty Cash. $80
Ending Balance: $2373.57

Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail address:______________________
__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

SUGGESTIONS?
As those who have attended our RT meetings this past
season can attest, we haven’t had our 20 people
dinner/lunch commitment every month. Some of our
members have been very generous and have donated money
to help us out, and once David Briggs did drop the 20
person commitment for one meeting, however, normally we
HAVE to pay for 20 people, whether we make that 20 quota
or not. We had 14 for the May meal with another 7 people
joining us for the meeting only.
What do we do? Does anyone have any ideas? It appears as
though if we changed our meeting location, our
meal/meeting costs would not be any less, perhaps a bit
more. However, if the meals were better would more people
eat with us again? Is it the cost of the meals that is keeping
people away or the meals themselves? A couple of
Executive Committee members have been looking into other
locations such as local motels/hotels. One of those locations
has a meeting room with all the amenities including catered
meals. BUT, as mentioned it would be a little more per
person. Would we save money by going someplace else
when we HAVE to pay for 20 people at the Hotel
Coolidge???
How long can we keep losing money most every month?
How long will members continue to donate money to help
bring us to the 20 people commitment? And, will this keep
us from being able to pay any speakers in the future?
If anyone has any ideas, PLEASE voice your thoughts to one
of the Executive Committee members listed on Page 1 of this
newsletter. For your information, 2-3 years back when we
posed the question in a survey as to whether people would
like to continue to have meals with our meetings or not, the
overwhelming majority indicated they would like to
continue to have meals with our meetings.
Please don’t be shy! This is your RT. We would like to
continue to meet to share our love of the Civil War. If you
would like to e-mail one of the Executive Committee
members but would prefer that only one member know of
your thoughts, that’s fine. Just let that member know.

Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___

PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER
JCT., VT 05001.

LAST OPPORTUNITY TO PAY YOUR DUES! IF WE
DON’T RECEIVE PAYMENT BY THE END OF JUNE,
YOUR MEMBERSHIP WILL BE CANCELLED.

“From Vicksburg to Cedar Creek” by Tom
McKenna - This is the first comprehensive history of the
22nd Iowa Volunteer Infantry to be published in over 100
years. This regiment was formed in Iowa City, Iowa, in
August 1862, and served for three years. It was one of the
few Civil War regiments which served in both the Western
Theater, where it fought under General Grant in the
Vicksburg Campaign, and in the Eastern Theater, where it
fought under General Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley.
This remarkable regiment traveled about 13,000 miles
(equal to half way around the world) by foot, wagon, rail,
riverboat, and ocean-going steamship and served in 10 of
the 11 Confederate States, from Texas to Virginia. 23% of the
men who served in this regiment died in battle or from
disease.
To order this book, please check www.amazon.com

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER!
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