The Camp Griffin Gazette
News and Information from the Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
Vol. XXIV, No. 6 – June 2017
Publicity/Founding Member: Jack Anderson
jwahist@comcast.net

Treasurer: Gail Blake auntis@comcast.net

Program Committee: Peter Sinclair – Peter.R.Sinclair@Dartmouth.Edu ; Gail Blake – auntis@comcast.net ;
John Mudge: Durandpress@aol.com;
Newsletter Editor:: Ginny Gage - lewandginny1863@comcast.net - Video Maven : Alan Cheever – URFINE@aol.com
Our Web Site: http://www.vermontcivilwar.org/gmcwrt/index.html
AND DON’T FORGET: WE’RE ON FACEBOOK!

Menu:
BBQ Chicken
Roasted Summer Vegetables
Local Artisan Rolls w/whipped butter
Dessert

“NURSES FROM VERMONT”
TOM LEDOUX
TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2017
BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER

TOM LEDOUX

WHITE RIVER JCT., VT

Tom Ledoux, a native of Franklin County, will be
presenting a program centered on Vermont's women who
served as nurses during the Civil War.
6:00-6:15 Social Hour
6:15 Buffet Dinner
6:45 Business Meeting
7:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle
Adjournment

He and his forebears have been in Vermont since the late
1780s, and family members have fought in every war since
the French and Indian Wars until the current crises, except
for the Civil War. In 2010 he retired after 40 years in
government service, including 26 in the Navy.

Guaranteed dinner reservations must be made by 12 Noon,
June 12. Cost per person for the meal is $12.00.
For reservations please contact Gail Blake at
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for
non-members $5.00.

To make amends for not having a Civil War ancestor, in
1996 he created and remains webmaster of Vermont in
the Civil War, a grassroots project documenting the
Green Mountain State's participation in the War of
Rebellion.

PLEASE LET GINNY OR GAIL KNOW IF YOU
WOULD BE WILLING TO BRING DESSERT.
EITHER E-MAIL OR CALL. GAIL: 802-2962919 –auntis@comcast.net - GINNY: 603542-4664 – lewandginny1863@comcast.net

Recent research has brought to light at least 30 women who
served as nurses in Vermont hospitals, with regiments in
the field, and further abroad (Cairo, Illinois!). Some were
sisters, others were mothers and daughters; some were
related to soldiers, others were not. Some gave their health
and lives to the effort, and most of them never got any
recognition. We are trying to rectify that.
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June 14 - NEKCWRT – Steven Perkins –“The Hunt
Family.” 6 P.M. at the Eastside Restaurant, Newport,
Vermont.

2017 Program Schedule
September 12: Ed Chamberlain
October 10: Hunter Lesser

June 16 – 7 P.M. - Stoddard Hall, Stoddard, NH –
“Vanished Veterans-NH’s Civil War Monuments
and Memorials.” - George Morrison - New
Hampshire towns did not erect monuments to prior wars,
but the emotional and family toll, unprecedented in
American history, drove the decision to honor our local
soldiers and sailors of the War of Rebellion. From Seabrook
to Colebrook, Berlin to Hinsdale, along Main Streets and
19th-century dirt roads, in city parks and on town greens, in
libraries and town halls, and in cemeteries prominent and
obscure, George Morrison located, inventoried, and
photographed the fascinating variety of New Hampshire's
Civil War memorials.

2018
June: Will Greene

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
June 4 – 4 P.M. - The Fells Historic Estate &
Gardens, Newbury, NH – “Memory, Politics, and

Gilded Age Histories of the American Civil
War.” Lecture by Dr. Robert Bonner, Dartmouth
College with support from a New Hampshire Humanities
Community Project Grant, The Fells Estate & Historic
Gardens in Newbury presents a series about one of the
greatest presidents in our nation’s history, Abraham
Lincoln. John Hay, whose summer residence is now known
as The Fells Estate, was one of Lincoln’s closest aides and
confidants. For information, call The Fells at 603-763-4789
or visit www.thefells.org/calendar-and-events.

June 16 – CWRT of NH – 7:15 P.M. – Epping Town Hall,
157 Main St., Epping, NH - Larry Olasky – “Third
System Forts.”
June 18 – 4 P.M. - The Fells Historic Estate &
Gardens, Newbury, NH – Lecture by Dr. Hugh
Dubrulle. “Lincoln’s On the Job Training:
Developing a Federal Strategy During the American
Civil War.”

June 5 –Sugar River Civil War Round Table – 7
P.M. – Nancy Miville will give a short talk on POW
Camps during the Civil War plus reading excerpts
from letters written home. EARL M. BOURDON
CENTER, 67 Maple Ave, Claremont, NH. Take
IMMEDIATE right at green historic marker.
Keeping building on your left, drive out back. Park in lot
near propane tanks. Meeting room entrance nearby.
MEETING AGENDA: Gathering & refreshments, updates on
preservation projects. - Anyone with similar interests is
welcome. Contact Eric at a1yankeebarber@yahoo.com

June 24 – 2 P.M. - Bath Public Library, Bath, NH –
George Morrison – “Vanished Veterans-NH’s Civil
War Monuments and Memorials.”
June 29 – 7:30 P.M. - Holderness Historical
Society, Holderness, NH – Steve and Sharon Wood
– “Abraham and Mary Lincoln: The Long and the
Short of it.”
Distinctly different paths led Abraham Lincoln and Mary
Todd to Springfield, Illinois, where they met, married and
began a family. The years that followed their move to the
White House were filled with personal and national crises.
Steve and Sharon Wood portray President and Mrs. Lincoln
in this living history program, telling stories of their early
lives and the challenges they faced during this turbulent
time in our country's history.

June 10 – 1 P.M. - Millbrook Christian Fellowship,
Grafton, NH – Liberty is Our Motto!: Songs and
Stories of the Hutchinson Family Singers.”
The year is 1876, and New Hampshire's own John
Hutchinson sings and tells about his famous musical family
"straight from the horse's mouth." Originally from Milford,
NH, the Hutchinson Family Singers were among America's
most notable musical entertainers for much of the mid-19th
century. They achieved international recognition with songs
advancing social reform and political causes such as
abolition, temperance, women's suffrage, and the Lincoln
presidential campaign of 1860. In this living history
program, Steve Blunt portrays John Hutchinson

CWRT CONFERENCE
Editor’s note: The following was in the April 2017
newsletter of the Capital District (Albany, NY) Civil War
Round Table, written by Matt George. Perhaps some of our
members would like to attend?

June 11 – 4 P.M. - The Fells Historic Estate &
Gardens, Newbury, NH - The St. Albans Raid:
Confederate Attack on Vermont – Lecture by
Michelle Sherburne, Vermont historian and
author. The Fells Estate & Historic Gardens presents a
series about one of the greatest presidents in our nation’s
history, Abraham Lincoln. John Hay, whose summer
residence is now known as The Fells Estate, was one of
Lincoln’s closest aides and confidants.

The weekend of September 15-18 will see the initial meeting
(on the 16th) of a nationwide CWRT Conference in
Centerville, Virginia. The hosts will be the Bull Run CWRT,
the Brunswick, NC CWRT, the CWRT of Scottsdale, Arizona,
and the Puget Sound CWRT. Speakers include Matt
Borowick of the Civil War News and Mike Movius of the
Puget Sound CWRT (State of Washington). Topics include:
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Best practices in membership recruitment, governing your
RT effectively, techniques in raising and having fun in the
process, and governing your organization effectively.

RIDING THE ROADS TO GETTYSBURG
WITH JEB STUART
Gail Blake

Over the past several years at least 64 RTs across the nation
have closed their doors. These tragic closures were often
caused by insufficient membership, a poor sustaining
organizational structure, poor programming, and
insufficient funding. Often it has been a combination of
these problems. This Conference will attempt to help the
remaining RTs across the country avoid these problems by
listening to how the leaders of successful RTs have
addressed these issues.

Our intrepid group of twenty-seven departed White
River Junction early on Thursday morning, fresh from a
year’s rest, well laden with supplies, and filled with plenty of
good humor. The trip to our base of operations in Frederick,
MD went off without a hitch and on our arrival, we scattered
for dinner and of course, for some of us, an ice-cold libation
or two.
Friday, we applied sunscreen, tick repellant,
dressed for mid-summer conditions and headed for Brandy
Station VA. Our guide, Chris Army, set the stage for the day
as Bob deftly handled the traffic. Our first stop was the
Graffiti House. If you haven’t been there, you should, it is a
fascinating place. Several of our group have ancestral ties to
the house. Next stop was the location of Stuart’s Grand
Review, or Reviews. Picked up lunch at the local Subway
and continued our visit. Brandy Station encompasses a vast
area and we were only able to scratch the surface, so maybe,
just maybe we will visit again in the future. We took a look
at the actions in Aldie, Middleburg, and Upperville, stopped
at Atoka, and other sites all the while enjoying the beautiful
countryside of Virginia. Dinner that evening was at the
Brewer’s Alley in Frederick.
Saturday the weather pulled a 360 and we dug in
for some chilly temperatures. We visited Rowser’s Ford
(with a fine view of the Trump National Golf Club….),
Rockville, and Westminster. Had a great lunch in Olney,
MD and visited the National Museum of Civil War
Medicine. Saturday evening, fifteen of us attended a
Frederick Keys baseball game complete with post game
fireworks, while others dined at various establishments in
Frederick.
Sunday, we traveled north to Hunterstown,
Hanover, and Gettysburg, East Cavalry Field in particular.
After lunch, we visited the Artillery Ridge Campground
where we met old friend Andie Custer Donahue. Andie
treated us to a demonstration of the relationship between a
horse and its rider. Fascinating stuff and very pertinent to
the theme of our tour. Later we spent some time at the
Gettysburg Visitor’s Center and Museum before dining at
Gettysburg Eddies. Andie and her husband Dave were our
guests at dinner. She would love to come speak to us again,
so stay tuned!
Monday morning, we departed Frederick under
rainy skies, made our traditional beer stop in Gettysburg,
enjoyed lunch at the I-84 Diner, sat in traffic in Hartford
CT, and arrived back in WRJct a bit after 8pm. Our only
casualty was the DVD player on the bus!
Many, many thanks to Chris Army for a terrific tour.
He is already planning another adventure for us! Bob was
extraordinary as usual, couldn’t ask for a better driver and
friend. Most of all I’d like to thank our intrepid twentyseven, a great group, and it is my privilege to travel with you
all each year!

The Brunswick CWRT in North Carolina has 1,185
members. The Scottsdale CWRT in Arizona has hundreds.

WORLD WAR I GROUP
This group meets monthly on the 4th Monday of the month
at 1 p.m. in the Café next to the Hotel Coolidge. If you want
to come or want more information, contact Peter Sinclair
[802-584-3280] or David Curtin [802-633-2536.]

CAMP LETTERMAN HOSPITAL
As many of you know, we were approached by the
Gettysburg Battlefield Preservation Association asking us to
help in their effort to save a 17 acre parcel of Camp
Letterman in Gettysburg. If you haven’t already done so,
please consider writing a short letter to: Mr. Robert Poole,
CEO, S & A Homes Corporate Headquarters, 2121 Old
Galesburg Road - Suite 200, State College, PA 16803,
asking them to work with the GBPA to save these very
important 17 acres. There were wounded soldiers from both
Vermont and New Hampshire who were brought to the
Camp Letterman site, some who died there.

NOTES FROM OUR MAY MEETING
We had 24 for dinner and then another 6 folks for
just the meeting.
Nancy Miville mentioned that the Sugar River Civil
War Round Table based in Claremont, NH, will be placing
flags at the Pleasant Street Cemetery in Claremont for
Memorial Day to honor the men buried there who had
served in the Civil War.
We had a great presentation on Vermont’s Women’s
Relief Corps by Christine Smith. The group in Vermont was
started in Rutland by George Hooker’s wife. The group’s
mission was three fold: 1. Memory, 2. Giving, and 3.
Create Patriotism. Some of the information Christine used
came from Don Streeter’s ancestor, Nettie M. Streeter.
Raffle winners were Don Streeter, Sue Cutting, Bob
Coburn, Alice Evans, Jim Bacon, and Jeanette Cook.
Note: I’m still looking for someone willing to take notes of
our meetings to include in our newsletters!
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Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2017— March 2018 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________
Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail
address______________________________

TREASURER'S REPORT

__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

Beginning Balance: $3418.99
Expenses: Maple Street Catering $303.40 (dinner, tax,
delivery, and gratuity)
Speaker $40 (two dinners and maple syrup)
Deposit: $448 (dinner, dues, raffle, donations)
Petty Cash: $142
Ending Balance: $3665.59

Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___
Please make checks payable to: Green Mountain Civil War
Round Table

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Junction, VT 05001
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