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ROUND TABLE MEMBERS 

“ VIGNETTES ABOUT THE  

CIVIL WAR” 

 JUNE 11, 2019 

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

       
     6:00 Social Hour 

                                   6:15 Buffet Dinner  
6:45 Business Meeting 

7:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, THURSDAY, JUNE 6.  Cost per 
person for the meal is $13.00. For reservations 
please contact Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 
802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 

Menu: 
 
Sliced Brisket  
Macaroni & Cheese  
Mixed greens salad w/Maple Balsamic Vinaigrette  
Soft Rolls w/whipped butter 
Dessert 

 

JUNE MEETING PROGRAM 
 
At the June meeting, Roundtable members will continue to 
share some of their research and findings as they have 
continued to research the Civil War.  A year ago several 
members gave brief presentations about how they had 
become interested in the Civil War— It was a combination 
of family research, a teacher, a class project, or something 
else that resulted in life-long interests in the Civil War.  This 
year Whit Maxfield, Alice Evans, Jack Anderson, Don 
Streeter, and John Mudge will be giving short 
presentations about some of their ongoing research.  These 
may perhaps be about ancestors or other little vignettes that 
when put together tell more of the story of the Civil 
War.  The June program will allow Roundtable members to 
share with the whole membership the interesting twists and 
turns that the personal research has uncovered. 
 

2019 Program Schedule 
 

Sept. 10 – Peggy Pearl – Director of the St. 
Johnsbury History Center  
 
Oct.  8 – Gary Morgan – “Andersonville Raiders” 
 
Nov. 12 – Keith Wooster – Teaches Army Junior 
ROTC at North Country Union High School in 
Newport, VT – “Union and Confederate 
Mobilization During the Civil War.”  
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings: 

June 19 – NEKCWRT-  Dr. Rowland Brucken of 
Norwich University.  General Abner Doubleday & baseball - 
6 p.m. – Eastside Restaurant, Newport, VT. 
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June 14– CWRT OF NH – The Civil War Roundtable of 
New Hampshire presents an evening of Civil War Era 
Music with Bob Kilham  at 7:15pm!  Epping Town Hall, 
Epping, NH. Doors open about 6:45 and meeting begins at 
7:15pm.  www.cwrt-nh.org  
 
June 24 - Rob Grandchamp at 3 p.m. at the 
Brownington Grammar School next to the Church in 
Brownington Village on Bradley J. Norris a Civil War 
soldier from Albany, Vermont. 
 

WWI Group 
 

This group meets monthly on the 4th Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Veteran’s Administration hospital cafeteria.  
If you want to come or want more information, please 
contact Peter Sinclair (802-584-3280) or David Curtin 
(802-633-2536).   
 

MINUTES FROM MAY MEETING 
 
We had 34 people at our May meeting, including a few 
visitors.   
 
Bob Coburn welcomed Jeanette Cook back to a nice round 
of applause!   
 
Ralph Eddy spoke about a great book he recently read on 
the New York Draft Riots written by Joel T. Headley. 
 
Peter Sinclair brought up the topic of our RT visiting the St. 
Johnsbury Historical Society, possibly in October of this 
year.  He also mentioned that Jackie has had a severe 
asthma attack and was not going to be able to attend the RT 
Trip.   
 
Ralph Epifanio spoke about the new Rutland monument to 
the 54th Massachusetts being dedicated.  Please see his 
article in this newsletter about the dedication.   
 
Steve Hier with help from his friend, Terry Terry, set up 
Civil War board games for people to play.  If anyone is 
interested in exploring any of these games further they may 
contact Steve at a round table meeting or at 
stevenhier@yahoo.com.  There is a Vermont gaming 
convention held annually on the first weekend in November 
called Carnage.  In 2019 it is November 1-3 at the Killington 
Grand Hotel in Killington Vermont.  There likely will be 
some Civil War miniature games there.  For further 
information go to carnagecon.com closer to the event.  
 
Book raffle was won by Don Streeter, Ruth Perrinez, Steve 
Driscoll, Jim Bacon, Joyce (Ruth’s sister), Lu Johnson and 
Brian Smith.  (If I missed someone, my apologies!)   
 
NOTE:  We still have two Troiani prints we 
would like to find homes for:  “Rebel Yell” and 
“Gray Comanches.”  
They are now on Craig’s List, thanks to Sue 
Sellew Stacy.   

https://vermont.craigslist.org/clt/d/south-royalton-civil-
war-don-troiani/6891998432.html 
https://vermont.craigslist.org/for/d/south-royalton-civil-
war-don-troiani/6897198715.html 
 

MAY 2019 TREASURERS REPORT 
 

Beginning Balance: $4,496.31 
Expenses:  
Speaker: $26 (meals, speaker and guest) 
Maple Street Catering: $325.00 (food, tax, delivery, and 
gratuity) 
Deposit: 
 $485 (meals, donations, raffle, memberships) 
Petty Cash: $137 
Ending Balance: $4,767,31  
 

THE SOLDIERS CASKET 
 
The Soldiers Casket, a magazine published at least from 
January to September 1865, contained articles, poems, 
letters searching for missing soldiers, as well as lists 
explaining when and where they went missing. Some of 
them were repeated month after month, including the 
following originally published in the 1st (January 1865) 
edition:  
Personal Department. 
Inquiries. 
HARVEY R. BUTTS, Company E, First Vermont  
Cavalry, Colonel Wells, Lieutenant of Company E, -- Butts 
was in the gallant rear guard that covered General 
Sheridan's backward march from Mount Crawford, in the 
Shenandoah Valley. On the 7th of October, the Rebel 
General Rosser attacked the rear guard. Since then nothing 
has been heard of Butts. Whether he was murdered in 
retaliation for the burning of barns, &c., by his captors, or 
carried to Richmond, his distresed (sic) parents do not 
know. He is their only son, and enlisted in August, 1864. 
(pages 185, 313 (identical entries) 
Editorial Department. 
Two old people write us from Vermont:  
"Oh, sir, we wish to learn about our only son, Narvey. He 
was in Sheridan's rear-guard, when the Rebel General 
Rosser attacked it. The report is that he was, with many 
others, murdered because Sheridan ordered the barns to be 
burned. Then, again, it is contradicted. We have never heard 
one word from him, and we know he would write -- as he 
was a ready writer -- unless it was out of his power to do so. 
Now, if our son is living, it would be a great blessing to know 
it, and if death where he is buried -- if at all -- it would be 
some little comfort to his parents' aching hearts."  
Here the father signs his name, and the mother evidently 
attempts to do so too; but after commencing with a 
trembling capital letter, hands the pen to her husband, and 
he finishes her signature. 
Webmaster's note: further records show he was taken 
prisoner on that date at Columbia Furnace, was 
incarcerated in Libby Prison in Richmond and died there. 
(The above was with permission from Tom Ledoux’s 
Vermont in the Civil War Facebook page.) 
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Rutland Monument to the 54th Mass. 
By Ralph Epifanio 

 
Despite the fact that they did not begin to arrive until half-
way through the war, 209,145 United States Colored Troops, 
serving in 175 regiments (and led by 7,000 White officers), 
2,145 men identified by Hispanic surnames and 
approximately 20,000 Navy sailors served the United States 
during the War of the Rebellion. That represents roughly 
ten percent of the total Union forces. Of that number, over 
40,000 USCT died—three fourths from disease. Many were 
wounded and missing in action. Most significant are the 25 
Medals of Honor awarded to these men: 15 to the USCT; 
seven to sailors and three to “other” units. 
Although slowly at first, but in recent years with increasing 
momentum, municipalities North and South have honored 
the men of the USCT with 30 memorials in 19 states. The 
Green Mountain State became the 20th when its tribute to 
Rutland’s 17 Black Civil War soldiers was dedicated on May 
17, 2019. It is mounted on the side of The Castleton 
University Bank Gallery, located at the corner of Center 
Street and Strong Ave. in Rutland,  
This white marble monument, created by sculptor Don 
Ramey, is 8’ 7” wide by 5’4” high and is  2 to 4” thick. Its 
bas-relief depiction of the 54th Massachusetts at the Battle of 
Olustee. Florida shows an accurate display in every regard, 
down to a background of the piney forest through which the 
battle was waged. 
One interesting observation worth noting would be evident 
in juxtaposing Vermont-artist Ramsey’s work with a much-
earlier rendition of the 54th by New Hampshire artist 
Augustus Saint-Gaudens. Saint-Gaudens chose to portray 
White officer Col. Robert Gould Shaw—who is the primary 
subject--mounted on his horse, to the forefront of the earlier 
bas-relief. Ramsey, however, focused specifically on seven 
Rutland members of the 54th. Second, the Saint-Gaudens 
work, cast in bronze, is dark brown, capturing the skin color 
of its subjects; Ramsey’s, done in marble, is snow-white.  
These interesting contrasts might be explained from a 
simple perspective: Saint-Gaudens’ work (depicting the 54th 
marching down Boston’s Beacon Street on May 28, 1863) 
was promised to the City of Boston, arguably Shaw’s 
hometown. Ramsey chose marble, one of Rutland’s 
prominent products, and depicts the much-further locale of 
a signature battle of the 54th, that of Ocean Pond in extreme 
northern Florida. And of course, their dedications are 
separated, not only by 122 years and 1200 miles, but more 
importantly a great span in the civil rights movement. 
Ramsey’s work is well worth the visit and suits the City of 
Rutland well. But, if you go, be cautious when passing 
through Bridgewater, Vermont. If ever that town were to 
raise a monument to itself, this one would no-doubt include 
a 25 MPH sign, a radar gun and a police citation! 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE; UNION; COL. 
HALDIMAND S. PUTNAM; N.H. REGIMENT; 
FORT WAGNER; COL. PUTNAM; CORNISH 
Farmer's Cabinet (Amherst, New Hampshire) 
Thursday, July 30, 1863 
 

New Hampshire and the Union have met with a severe loss 
in the death of Col. Haldimand S. Putnam, of the 7th N.H. 
Regiment, who fell in the recent assault upon Fort Wagner.  
Col. Putnam was a native of Cornish, a graduate of West 
Point in 1857, and from that time to the breaking out of the 
rebellion, was in the service on our Western frontier, where 
he endured many hardships.  He was entrusted with an 
important dispatch for Fort Pickens, and on his return was 
imprisoned at Montgomery.  On being released he was 
appointed and served on the Staff of Gen. McDowell, until 
he received the appointment of Colonel of the 7th.--When 
he fell he was in command of a brigade.  He was a class mate 
and intimate friend of General Fitzhugh Lee.  He was an 
able officer and greatly beloved by his men.  He received a 
ball in the head, and fell within the walls of Wagner. 
 
CARE OF OUR WOUNDED 
 
The Vermont Journal, June, 1864 
 
The Surgeon General of our state, Dr. Samuel W. Thayer, of 
this place, since the battle of the Wilderness has been 
indefatigable in his labors to alleviate the sufferings of our 
wounded soldiers.  During his recent visit to Washington 
and Fredericksburgh, almost every minute of his time was 
devoted to caring for our boys, professionally and otherwise; 
he returned home about prostrated by the severity of his 
labors.  Since arriving here he has been dispatching our very 
best surgeons to the hospitals at Washington and 
Fredericksburgh.  The following surgeons are already caring 
for the wounded, at the request of Dr. Thayer:  Dr. C. M. 
Chandler, Montpelier, Dr. Gale, Brattleboro, Dr. Adams, 
Island Pond, W. M. Huntington, Rochester, A. C. Welch, 
Williston, John F. Miles, Hinesburg, E. N. S. Morgan, 
Bennington.  Last evening the following surgeons left here 
for Washington, under instructions from Dr. Thayer:  Dr. 
Haselton, Cavendish, Dr. Horace Powers, of Morrisville, Dr. 
Benj. Fairchild, Milton, and Dr. J. M. Knox, Burlington. 
Drs. Newell and Brown of St. Johnsbury are already at 
Fredericksburg, having been sent there some days since by 
the Selectmen of St. Johnsbury.  Dr. C. S. Cahoon of Lyndon 
has also gone on at the instance of the Selectmen of his 
town. 
It will therefore be seen that the state of Vermont has made 
abundant preparations for succoring her wounded soldiers, 
a fact which is especially creditable to her Governor and 
Surgeon General, as well as consoling to the anxious 
relatives and friends of the wounded. 
 
TWO SONS OF VETERANS 
SPEAK AT MEETING HERE 
 
Gettysburg Times 
July 2, 1938 
 
     A son of a Union veteran who fought at Gettysburg and 
the son of a Confederate veteran were guest speakers at the 
regular semi-monthly meeting of the Gettysburg camp of 
the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Friday evening 
in the Corporal Skelly post room, East Middle Street. 
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     The visitors, both veterans of the Spanish American war, 
were Philip Sheridan Howse, of Montpelier, Vermont, and 
Dr. William Lee Robinson, Dallas, Texas.  Doctor Robinson 
also served in the medical corps during the World war.           
 "We're all Yankees now," Doctor Robinson said in his 
remarks to the local post members in which he paid tribute 
to Abraham Lincoln as "the greatest man America ever 
produced."  
 

Happy June birthdays to RT members 
 Susan Cuttings and Ed Miville!   

 
TIME TO PAY YOUR ROUND TABLE DUES! 

 
DON’T FORGET!  NO MEETINGS DURING 

JULY OR AUGUST.  IF I BECOME AWARE OF 
CIVIL WAR EVENTS OVER THE SUMMER 

MONTHS THAT I THINK MEMBERS MIGHT 
BE INTERESTED IN, I WILL SEND OUT  
E-MAIL MESSAGES AND PERHAPS PUT 

NOTICES ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.  IF YOU 
HEAR OF SOMETHING YOU THINK OTHERS 
MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW ABOUT, PLEASE LET 

GINNY GAGE KNOW.  THANK YOU! 
 

HAVE A WONDERDUL SUMMER!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
Gail Blake 
55 Orizzonto Road 
White River Jct., VT  05001 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2019— March 2020 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
 
 
 


