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STEPHEN SEITZ
“THE MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
OF WINDHAM COUNTY, VERMONT”

Stephen Seitz is a journalist and author based in Springfield,
Vt. He has covered the Upper Valley for a number of
newspapers and radio stations for the past 14 years. He is
also author of the popular novel, "Sherlock Holmes and the
Plague of Dracula."

SATURDAY, MARCH. 12, 2011

2011 Program Schedule
Program Chair: Peter Sinclair

HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT
12-12:30 Social Hour
12:30-1:00 Buffet Lunch
1:15 Business Meeting
1:15 Program, followed by discussion
3:00 Adjournment
Guaranteed lunch reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, March. 11. Cost per person for the buffet
dinner is $17.50. For the meeting and program only,
there is a donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for
non-members. For reservations please contact Gail Blake at
802-296-2919 or e-mail her at auntis@comcast.net.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
HOT DISH - SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES

STEPHEN SEITZ

April 12

TUESDAY EVENING
Kate Larson – “Harriet Tubman
and the Underground Railroad”

May 10

TUESDAY EVENING
Barbara Watts – “Custer and the
Battle of Little Big Horn”

June 14

Alan Brunelle – NHCWRT –
“2nd NH Regiment in the Peach
Orchard”

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/

Vermont claims a high number of MOH recipients, and
four of them are buried in Windham County. Steve will
summarize their lives and achievements.
March 2011
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Mar. 10– Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH. Camp
Members, Junior Members, SUVCW Auxiliary Members,
and guests are welcome! For more information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic_blue.ht
ml

presidential campaign, and the dangerous interregnum that
followed until his March 1861 inauguration. Known as "The
Secession Winter,” the crisis of disunion elicited a remarkable
response from the onetime debater and stump speaker;
protracted, studied and meaningful silence. On the 150th
anniversary of Lincoln’s inauguration, Holzer examines this littleknown part of his legacy and examines the role it played in the
sectional crisis and the Civil War.

March 18 – New Hampshire Civil War Round Table
- Rick Schubart (Philips Exeter Academy), “Lincoln
in Exeter, NH.” Check out their web site for more
information: www.cwrt-nh.org

May 21 – Civil War Encampment – Rutland, VT –
SUV Ripley Camp #4
Ripley Camp #4
Date: February 15, 2011

April 30 – Civil War Research Workshop – Barre,
VT. The Vermont Historical Society is hosting a workshop
entitled “Preparing for the Sesquicentennial: Researching
the Civil War from a Vermont Perspective.” The full-day
workshop, to be held at the Vermont Historical Society, 60
Washington St., Barre, is intended for intermediate
researchers who are interested in learning more about the
research process and resources that are available for Civil
War research.
The workshop will feature presentations by VHS trustee
Grant Reynolds on Researching Your Town’s Civil War
History and by VHS volunteer and Civil War author Paul
Zeller on Research Beyond Vermont’s Borders. Tom
Ledoux, webmaster of the Vermont in the Civil War website,
will speak on Civil War Resources on the Web.
The second half of the workshop will include sessions on a
new online resource of digitized Civil War letters from the
collections o f the University of Vermont’s Department of
Special Collections and the Vermont Historical Society.
Representatives of those institutions will show participants
how to use the site and will talk about how to read Civil War
era handwriting. Also on tap will be a roundtable
discussion on traditional publishing of Civil War books.
A highlight of the afternoon will be the presentation of a
new book of George H. Houghton’s Civil War photographs,
A Very Fine Appearance, compiled by Don Wickman and
published by the VHS.
The day will conclude with a Civil War book exposition
whee participants can talk informally with Zeller, Ledoux,
Wickman, and other authors about their research on
Vermont’s role in the Civil War.
Advance registration is required for the workshop, which
will include a light lunch; registration will be limited to the
first 50 registrants. The fee is $35 for Vermont Historical
Society members and $45 for non-members.
More information and a complete workshop agenda can be
found on the Vermont Historical Society website,
http://vermonthistory.org. Both online online and “mail
in” registration is available.
(The above is from the Feb. 27, 2011 Valley News.)

This year is the start of the Sesquicentennial
anniversary of the American Civil War. The State Historical
Society and the Sesquicentennial Committee are planning
events for the next five years here in Vermont.
To start this project the Sons of Union Veterans of
the Civil War, Ripley Camp #4, of Rutland Vermont, is
sponsoring a re-enactment commemorating the musteringin ceremony of the 1st VT Volunteer Infantry. They were
mustered here in Rutland in May, 1861, for three month
service with the US forces to fight against the rebellion.
They saw combat at Big Bethel in Virginia.
We are looking for as many people as possible to
represent the troops and civilians of the period to send the
men off to war. The encampments will be Saturday, May 21,
2011, and open to the public from 10:00AM to 4:00PM at
Main Street Park, at the corner of route 4 and route 7, in
Rutland, Vermont. There will be camps set up, (military
and civilian), period medical corp., and artillery.
We would like you to join us to celebrate this
historic event. Come in period clothing to portray either the
troops or civilians. Also feel free to pass this information to
any whom you feel would be interested and able to attend.
Please RSVP to one of the addresses or E-mails
below before April 15, 2011. Contact the same with any
questions you may have.
Francis Owen, Arrangements Committee, 101 North Park
Place, Fair Haven, VT 05743 – pvtfowen@yahoo.com
Jim Proctor, Arrangements Committee, 355 Drake Road,
Bomoseen, VT 05732 – civilproctor@comcast.net

Minutes from our February Meeting
We had 26 for dinner and four for just our meeting,
for a total of 30 people.
Judi Holm started the meeting off by thanking
everyone for their cards and good thoughts regarding her
health scare. (Fortunately, there was no cancer! Yahoo!)
Lew Gage mentioned that Kay Jorgensen has about
40-50 8 .5 x 111 photos on glossy paper she’s trying to find a
home for. These include Library of Congress photos, Robert
Sneden color drawings, some relate to Grant, Lee, JEB
Stuart, and a Frank Leslie recruiting scene. If anyone is
interested, you can e-mail her at mail@civilwarnews.com or
contact her at 234 Monarch Hill Road, Tunbridge, VT
05077.

May 4 – Abraham Lincoln, the Silent PresidentElect – Harold Holzer – 7 p.m. – Filene Auditorium,
Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH – Sponsored by
the Vermont Humanities Council and the History
Department. Our 16th President, widely acknowledged as
one of the greatest orators ever to occupy the White House,
actually did and said next to nothing during the entire 1860
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Lew also brought in the beautiful print Jeanette
Cook donated so people could see it. More information on
the print raffle on Page 4.
Whitney Maxfield was our chair for the afternoon
and mentioned that the Camp William Scott SUV’s are still
looking for articles on Vermont soldiers, between 200-250
words, for a project they are working on. If you would like
to contribute, you can e-mail items to Tom McKenna at 125
Thomas Lane #205, Stowe, VT 05672, e-mail him at
tpmckenna@stoweaccess.com, or see him at a future RT
meeting. You can also send articles to Mo Cerutti. Whitney
has sent one in on Truman Seymour who received three
commissions during the Civil War.
Peter Sinclair mentioned that there were Trip flyers
at the front desk for folks to bring to their libraries,
historical societies, etc. Please see more information about
the Trip on Page 4.
Peter also mentioned that he and Jackie had
celebrated Australia Day on January 26 which was when the
first fleet of convicts arrived in Sydney. Peter gave Jack an
empty bottle of Chamberlain beer from the festivities!
And, yes, the beer is from Maine.
Lew will be in charge of the meeting in March.
Peter will be on vacation then. Also, please note the change
of date of our April meeting. To accommodate our speaker,
Kate Larson, the meeting will be held on the second
Tuesday of the month, April 12. Barbara Watts will speak in
May, and Alan Brunelle, who was visiting at this particular
meeting, will speak in June.
Our guest speaker, Dr. Steve Sotogren, gave a
wonderful presentation on the Overland Campaign and how
battle affected the soldiers. Peter has asked him to return to
speak, and he has accepted.
Our raffle items were won by Alice Evans, Alan
Brunelle, Glen Dow, Guy DeStefano, Dewey Jones, Tony
Gow, and Dave Curtin. We made approximately $55-60 on
the raffle.
We also had a number of people pay dues. Don’t
forget: March is when dues are due. See more on Page 4.

In Cast of Farnsworth’s
Cavalry Charge.
ON THE WELLS MEMORIAL
Could Have Happened at Any
Time within Forty
Eight Hours
NO CLUE TO PERPETRATOR
Was Fine Piece of Sculpture. Entire
Plate will have to be Re-Cast. It is
Believed here.
Using an instrument, the character of which is unknown,
a vandal some time between nine o’clock Saturday morning and
the same hour Monday struck two legs from horses in the bronze
plate on the Wells’ monument, in the rear of Big Round Top,
mutilating it so badly that an entirely new cast will have to be
made.
The identity of the vandal is a complete mystery as well as
the motive which could have prompted the deed, declared to be
second in depravity only to that of the fiend, who several years ago,
smashed seven granite memorials from the Valley of Death to the
Taneytown Road.
The monument which has been the most recent mark for
vandals, though not as pretentious as some others on the field, is
declared by critics to be one of the finest pieces of work here. It
has as its dominant feature a heroic statue of General William
Wells, in full action. On the base of the memorial is the bronze
plate which received the force of the vandal’s work.
This is the sculptor’s interpretation of Farnsworth’s
Charge. The figures are specially clear and distinct, the action
perfect, the faces faultless, and the horses said to be specially fine.
Some of these stand out in almost complete relief and two were
marked by the man who disfigured them. In each case the leg was
cut off below the knee, making a mark that would not be noticed by
one glancing casually at the memorial but which were quickly
noticed by those familiar with it.
Harry Rhine, battlefield guide, was taking a party over the
field Monday morning and was the first to see it. W. H. Lott, guard
on that part of the grounds, also inspected it, and later others
visited the scene. W. H. Tipton, photographer, was sent to the site
on Monday to take a picture of the monument for a new book of J.
W. Johnston, only to find when he got there that the plate was so
badly mutilated that the picture could not be used.
No one has been found who made a careful examination
of the monument between nine o’clock Saturday morning and the
time it was found Monday to have been disfigured. An inspection
of the portion which was damaged showed that the one leg had
been cracked, water having gotten into the fissure and evidence of
corrosion being apparent. The other break was a clean one.
A thorough hunt was made about the place to find the
missing pieces but nothing was seen of them and it is presumed
the guilty person either took them to hide the crime or else is
preserving them as souvenirs of his work.
The Wells monument was erected in 1913 by the State of
Vermont. It was dedicated at the time of the Fiftieth Anniversary
with suitable ceremonies and ever since has earned the most
flattering comments both for the large statue and the bronze plate
on its base.
The National Park Commission will make every effort to
run down the guilty person but at the present time has apparently
nothing on which to base any clues.
The damage to the seven granite monuments which
aroused so great public indignation was done some months before
the Fiftieth Anniversary. They were all temporarily repaired
before the celebration and, later, all the damaged parts were
replaced.

We’re on Facebook!
By Gail Blake
The RT now has a Facebook page. Our plan is to keep all
current meeting, activity, and trip information on the page,
along with contact information, photos, links, etc. If you are
a current Facebook user, you can search for Green
Mountain Civil War Roundtable and our page should pop
up. If you aren't a Facebook user but would like to be, it is
very easy to sign up online and you can edit all privacy
settings to your preference. Hoping that the page will find
some new members out there and serve as a good source of
information and links for us all.
Adams County News
August 25, 1917
Vandal Batters Bronze Figures on Battlefield
Knocks Legs off of Two Horses
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40 people and is subject to change.
Cost includes: RT motorcoach transportation, via
Premier Coach, from WRJct, 4 nights lodging at the
Hilton Garden Inn, Tyson’s Corner VA, 4 full
breakfasts, 3 lunches, 3 dinners, all guide and
admission fees, driver gratuity, refreshments, and
an information packet.
$75 deposit per person is required. Checks made
payable to the GMCWRT may be mailed to me, Gail
Blake, 55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001.
Deposits are 50% refundable if you cancel, 100%
refundable if the trip is cancelled.
The trip is open to all interested persons. We would
love to fill the bus for this trip, so don’t delay!!!
Questions and suggestions may be directed to me at
802-296-2919 or auntis@comcast.net
WE CURRENTLY HAVE ELEVEN PEOPLE SIGNED
UP FOR THE TRIP, WE NEED A MINIMUM OF 35
TO MAKE THE TRIP WORK. IF YOU ARE
PLANNING TO JOIN US AND HAVEN'T SENT
YOUR DEPOSIT YET, PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL OR
SEND ME AN EMAIL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. OUR
CANCELLATION DATE IS MARCH 31ST. THANKS!

Don Troiani – First Manassas”
Outside edge of the frame measures roughly
40” x 34.” The print is 24” x 30” and the
matte is 3.5” all around the print. Frame is
1.5” wide.
We are selling raffle tickets on the above print until
our June 2011 meeting. Tickets are $5.00 each or 6
for $25.00.

Abraham Lincoln
To Mary Todd Lincoln
Exeter, N.H. March 4, 1860

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of
the Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:
Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

Dear Wife:
When I wrote you before I was just starting on a
little speech-making tour, taking the boys with me. On
Thursday they went with me to Concord, where I spoke in
day-light, and back to Manchester where I spoke at night.
Friday we came down to Lawrence—the place of the
Pemberton Mill tragedy—where we remained four hours
awaiting the tyrain back to Exeter. When it came, we went
upon it to Exeter where the boys got off, and I went on to
Dover and spoke there Friday evening. Saturday I came
back to Exeter, reaching here about noon, and finding the
boys all right, having caught up with their lessons. Bob had
a letter from you saying Willie and Taddy were very sick the
Saturday night after I left. Having no dispatch from you,
and having one from Springfield, of Wednesday, from Mr.
Fitzhugh, saying nothing about our family, I trust the dear
little fellows are well again.
This is Sunday morning; and according to Bob’s
orders, I am to go to church once to-day. Tomorrow I bid
farewell to the boys, go to Hartford, Conn. And speak there
in the evening; Tuesday at Meriden, Wednesday at New
Haven—and Thursday at Woonsocket R.I. Then I start
home, and think I will not stop. I may be delayed in New
York City an hour or two. I have been unable to escape this
toil. If I had foreseen it I think I would not have come East
at all. The speech at New York, being within my calculation
before I started, went off passably well, and gave me no
trouble whatever. The difficulty was to make nine others,
before reading audiences, who have already seen all my
ideas in print.

The deadline for the April newsletter is March 27, 2010.

2011 Green Mountain CWRT Battlefield
Journey
May 12-16, 2011
Highlights to Include:
Visits to Balls Bluff Battlefield, the fully restored
Lincoln Summer Cottage, U.S. Capitol Building,
U.S. Congressional Cemetery, U.S. Treasury
Building, significant Civil War Fortifications
surrounding the city, Gadsby’s Museum, 1st
Manassas Battlefield, Frederick Douglass Home,
with more in the works! We will enjoy an evening
cruise up the Potomac and will also have the
opportunity listen to the U.S. Marine Friday
evening concert.
Approximate cost per person will be $615, double
occupancy. Single rooms will be available for an
additional $188. Pricing is based on a minimum of
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If the trains do not lie over Sunday, of which I do
not know, I hope to be home to-morrow week. Once started
I shall come as quick as possible.
Kiss the dear boys for Father.
Affectionately
A. Lincoln

General Henry A. Wise who had earlier recognized that the
area was inadequately prepared for the Union assault. At
the time of the battle, Wise was sick and on Nag’s Head. His
eldest son, O. Jennings Wise, was killed in the battle. The
younger Wise had earned a reputation for himself as the
editor of the Richmond Enquirer where he used his position
and writing skills to defend his father’s actions and
positions. As a result of some of that work, he was involved
with eight duels that received a great deal of publicity. A
little of the publicity about the death of the younger Wise at
Roanoke Island is excerpted below, including both a
Confederate poem and a verse from a Union song about his
death. It would be interesting to know how many other
deaths of a Captain in either the Union or Confederate
armies generated this kind of feeling.

(Above is from the Exeter, NH, Historical Society.)
TIME TO RENEW YOUR ROUNDTABLE
MEMBERSHIP
Mary Davis, Membership Chairman
If you have not already done so, it is time to renew your
membership for the year. Membership runs from March through
February. When completing the membership form, please
remember to include your email address. We are striving to send
as many newsletters as possible by email, as printing and mailing
costs consume a large portion of our treasury. Also, sending by
email helps us to be able to get additional information that may
come up between meetings to you quickly. If you have any
questions about whether or not your dues are paid, please email or
call Mary Davis (mary_davis01@comcast.net or 603-448-3472).

From the South — O. Jennings Wise — His Death.
While standing within the room where lay the
favorite son of Henry A. Wise, the surgeon came in, and
stepping up to the couch of the wounded man, examined his
countenance with a calm scrutiny, as if endeavoring to
fathom the deep recesses of the heart of this enemy of his
country, who was about to pay a debt already too long
deferred both for the credit of his country and that of a once
honorable name. Lifting himself partially on one elbow, he
turned his face toward the Federal surgeon in charge, and
said, “When I am sufficiently recovered, do you not think I
will be allowed to go home on my parole of honor?”
The Doctor, quite willing to gratify him, replied that
he had no doubt but the General would allow him every
reasonable gratification. Poor fellow, before many hours
had elapses his parole was granted from a higher than
earthly source. I turned away from this habitation of woe,
and, as my mind wandered away off to the snow clad hills
toward the Northern lakes, or the balmy air of Florida, I
could but say, and feel the truth of the remark, that with
him ceased the dissemination of a peculiar phase of
principle, which has done so much towards demoralizing
society. —Cleveland Plain Dealer, February 19, 1862

Thank you for supporting your Roundtable.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2011— March 2012 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________
Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail
address______________________________

The Richmond Blues—
The famous battalion of the chivalric Richmond
“Upper Tens,” under command of O. Jennings Wise, has
been annihilated, it is said, by a Massachusetts regiment of
Zouaves. The Blues, it is reported, were detailed to defend a
narrow pass or causeway, which they did with great bravery,
but had to succumb, after a loss of all their men save fifteen,
to the brave and hardy Bay State boys. Major Wise fell early
in the fight, mortally wounded, and was carried from the
field on a litter. —Philadelphia Inquirer, February 14, 1862.

__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00
Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___
Dues are payable to: GMCWRT c/o Mary B. Davis, 54
Renihan Meadows, Lebanon, NH 03766.

—The death of O. Jennings Wise will create a profound
impression at the South. Without any very commanding
talents, he was so active, so bitter, so impetuous that he
carried the young men of Eastern Virginia with him in all
his movements. But for him and his father the Virginia
Convention would never have been bullied into passing the
secession ordinance. He has expiated his crime with his life.
He was a noted duelist, and it is worth of remark that he
died of wounds similar to those he inflicted on Sherrard
Clemens, upon whom he forced a most unjust quarrel.

Death of O. Jennings Wise
Battle of Roanoke Island
This February marks the 149th anniversary of the Battle of
Roanoke Island where General Burnside with 16,000 troops
and Commodore Goldsborough with 100 vessels defeated a
much smaller Confederate force, army and navy. The
Confederate forces were under the command of Brigadier
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Clemens still lives, however, while his would be assassin fills
an unhonored grave… —Commercial Times, Oswego,
Monday Eve’g, Feb. 17, 1862

(The above is from member John Mudge from some
material in his possession about the February 1862 battle of
Roanoke Island where Gov. Wise's son was killed. He is
working on a biography of the son, O. Jennings Wise. John
would love to know of other songs, Union or Confederate,
that commemorate a death. I sent him the following:
Ellsworth Avengers" written on the death of Col. Elmer
Ellsworth, 11th NY, "Stonewall's Requiem" on the death of
Gen. Stonewall Jackson as well as "Stonewall Jackson's
Way,” "The Vacant Chair," commemorating the death of Lt.
John William Grout, MA Inf. Regiment, “Riding a Raid”
which is a tribute to J.E.B. Stuart, and perhaps not exactly a
commemoration song, but "God Bless the Old Sixth Corps"
recalls the death of Gen. Sedgwick. Perhaps our members
can come up with some others and pass them onto John.
Thank you, John!)

From an historical novel:
“Faunt was in General Wise’s garrison on Roanoke
Island, and Cinda spoke of this. ‘Will they attack there, do
you suppose?’
“‘Probably, yes,’ he assented. ‘Roanoke’s the key to
the whole North Carolina coast, and Wise’s force is
inadequate. Burnside will gobble him up—unless Wise is
reinforced.’
“From that day, Cinda was concerned for Faunt’s
sake. There were presently rumors of fighting at Roanoke;
and then the news of the island’s fall, of the surrender of the
little force there and the death of Jennings Wise sent a
sobering shock and a wave of grief through every home in
Richmond.” —House Divided by Ben Ames Williams.

Civil War News

A verse from a poem:

For those attending our March RT meeting, thanks to Kay
Jorgensen, editor of the Civil War News, we will have some
copies of the January 2011 issue for free available for nonsubscribers. This is not only a great opportunity to see this
newspaper, but for any new subscribers to the newsletter,
Civil War News will donate money to our RT! I think this is
particular important to subscribe during the Civil War
Sesquicentennial as there’s so much going on, you don’t
want to miss anything!

The gallant Wise fell crown'd with glory's bays,
Belov’d by all—no tongue but spoke his praise.
—John Hill Hewitt.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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