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CHRIS ARMY 

“CULPEPER COUNTY VA IN THE CIVIL WAR’ 

 SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2019 

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

       
     12:00 Social Hour 

                                   12:15 Buffet Dinner  
12:45 Business Meeting 

1:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, Monday, March 4.  Cost per 
person for the meal is $13.00. For reservations 
please contact Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 
802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 

Menu: 
 

Brisket 
Mac & Cheese 
Baked Beans 
Mixed Greens Salad w/Maple Balsamic Vinaigrette  
Soft Rolls w/whipped butter 
Gail’s Famous Guinness chocolate cake 
Dessert 

 
“Culpeper County VA in the Civil War” 

 
Located in the heart of Virginia, Culpeper County saw quite 
a bit of activity during the American Civil War. The 
confluence of two major waterways, the Rappahannock and 
the Rapidan Rivers became natural protective barriers for 
both the Army of the Potomac and the Army of Northern 
Virginia. A vast road network leading to many fords on 
these rivers allowed for offensive and defensive maneuvers 
of the armies leading to two major engagements and many 
smaller ones. The Battle of Cedar Mountain in 1862 and The 
Battle of Brandy Station, the largest cavalry battle on US soil 
on June 9, 1863 along with many skirmishes are some of the 
examples of the fighting Culpeper residents saw throughout 
the war. The rail network, access to many streams for water 
to support the armies and rolling landscape suitable for an 
Army helped the logistic officers and engineers to support 
the commanders strategies. The winter encampment in 
Culpeper County in 1863/64 was perhaps the largest 
concentration of both armies, while not engaged in the 
entire civil war. 
Our talk will encompass a look at the part Culpeper played 
during the Civil War and we will have a preview of the May 
trip to this beautiful county and relatively untouched, 
pristine battlefields. 
 
Chris Army is a Licensed Battlefield Guide at Gettysburg 
National Military Park. Over the past 19 years, Chris has led 
tours around the Gettysburg Battlefield for groups of all 
demographics from private car tours to West Point Cadets. 
Chris has published an article for Blue & Gray Magazine 
about the North Carolinian Brigade of Alfred M. Scales and 
is currently working on several projects including the 
history of mapping the Gettysburg Battlefield.  
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Chris is a Past Board President of the Adams County 
Historical Society and the current membership committee 
chairman for that organization. He lives in Dover, PA with 
his wife, Connie.  
 

2019 Program Schedule 
 
April 13 – Rob Grandchamp – “7 from the 7th R.I. 
Volunteers.”  
 
May 14 - Steve Hier – Civil War Games (Please note 
the change from January.)  
 
June 11 – Wayne Motts, Director of Harrisburg, PA, 
Civil War Museum  
 
Sept. 10 – Peggy Pearl – Director of the St. 
Johnsbury History Center  
 
Oct.  8 – Open 
 
Nov. 12 – Keith Wooster – Teaches Army Junior 
ROTC at North Country Union High School in 
Newport, VT – “Union and Confederate 
Mobilization During the Civil War.”  
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happening 

March 15– CWRT OF NH – ~ Sarah Batterson 
(Professor - Granite State College) - "Women 
Soldiers of the American Civil War"  -7:15 P.M., 
Epping Town Hall, 157 Main St, Epping, NH) 
 www.cwrt-nh.org  
 
MARCH 31 –PLAINFIELD, NH, HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY MTG - 3:00 PM - Plainfield Town Hall, Rte 
12-A, Plainfield, NH - Rally 'Round the Flag: The 
American Civil War Through Folksong 
Free admission - Woody Pringle and Marek Bennett 
present an overview of the American Civil War through the 
lens of period music. Audience members participate and 
sing along as the presenters explore lyrics, documents, and 
visual images from sources such as the Library of Congress. 
Through camp songs, parlor music, hymns, battlefield 
rallying cries, and fiddle tunes, Pringle and Bennett examine 
the folksong as a means to enact living history, share 
perspectives, influence public perceptions of events, and 
simultaneously fuse and conserve cultures in times of 
change. Showcasing numerous instruments, the presenters 
challenge participants to find new connections between 
song, art, and politics in American history. 
 

MINUTES FROM OUR FEBRUARY MEETING 
By Peter Sinclair  

 
     Steve Sodergren, professor of history at Norwich 
University, talked to us about Union soldiers' reactions to 
the passing of the Emancipation Proclamation (EP) that was 
signed and became effective on January 1, 1863.  
 

Was the civil war about slavery ? Yes it was, but not all 
about slavery. Also Union soldiers' attitudes towards slavery 
changed as time went on as did Lincoln's own views. In 
July, 1862, Lincoln visited McClellan at Harrison's Landing 
VA, following McClellan's failure to take Richmond in the 7 
days campaign. McClellan gave Lincoln a letter stating that 
Union soldiers would not fight to abolish slavery and 
Confederate soldiers would fight harder to keep slavery. Yet 
2 weeks later, Lincoln presented a draft of the Emancipation 
Proclamation (EP) to the cabinet.  Seward (Secretary of 
State) convinced Lincoln not to push it until the Union had 
a major victory. Steve said that Lincoln had spent some time 
with soldiers while visiting McClellan and began to think 
that they would support him. There is no account of these 
meetings, but it is known from letters, etc., that Union 
soldiers were beginning to change their minds about 
slavery. They were not necessarily for equality but were 
moving in the direction of emancipation. 
 
Steve made the point that Union soldiers' reasons for 
fighting the war evolved over the period of the war. In 1861, 
many soldiers enlisting had never seen a slave. Also up to 
one third of the army was foreign born. The themes in ‘61 
were more like fighting for America, the city on the hill, the 
threat to freedom all over the world. As the soldiers came to 
meet slaves escaping from the South, they reacted so that 
letters in 1862 indicated more debate and discussions about 
slavery. 
 
However Lincoln moved slowly. When Union General David 
Hunter declared all slaves free in May 1862 in South 
Carolina, Lincoln over-ruled Hunter. Lincoln also signed the 
Second Confiscation Act that protected slaves who entered 
Union lines and those whose masters served in the 
Confederate Army were to be forever free. This Act was in 
response to more and more ex-slaves entering Union lines. 
For Lincoln, the paramount interest was to win the war 
whether or not the slaves were freed, as he wrote in a letter 
in August 1862 to Horace Greeley. 
 
When the preliminary version of the EP was released in 
September 1862, there were mixed reactions. Hostility from 
some: "We didn’t enlist to fight for the Negro" and  equality 
was seen as a threat. Some Union soldiers were pro-slavery 
but still hated the slave masters of the South. 
 
Steve addressed the question of how do we know the views 
of the Union soldiers actually changed in response to the 
EP? He thinks that the best date are in James McPherson's  
1997 book 'For Cause and Comrades,' where 642 soldiers 
were polled. 36 % were for the EP, 16% were against, and 
the rest did not respond. 
 
The Republican Party (Lincoln's party) did not do well in 
the November 1862 election, losing to the Democrats many 
seats in the House and some in the Senate as well as 
governors' races in New York and other states. It is not clear 
that this loss was due to the EP. The Union desertion rate 
climbed but then dropped again just as it did during every 
winter, and 1862 was a depressing winter coming after the 
Union defeat at Fredericksburg. 
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There were positive responses by white troops to the 
appearance of black troops ('maybe I won't be shot now'). 
 
In the 1864 election, 80% of the Union troops voted for 
Lincoln. The question is: would they have done so if they did 
not approve of the EP? This can be seen in light of 
McClellan's prediction that the army would fall apart if the 
EP were approved. Sadly we do not know what the 2.8 
million Union troops as a whole thought of the EP. Steve 
suspects that the EP increased re-enlistments more than 
initial enlistments but does not know if this is true. 
Steve used soldiers' letters to illustrate his points. (Quite a 
few letters on this topic are included in Chapter 9 of 
McPherson's book referred to above) 

 
We had 27 people for the meal and another 7 for just the 
meeting.   
 
Our guest speaker donated one of his books to our raffle.  
His book, “The Army of the Potomac in the Overland & 
Petersburg Campaigns” is available for purchase on Amazon 
for $45.55 and through Barnes  & Noble for $47.95. 
 
Raffle winners were Peter Sinclair, Dewey Jones, Don 
Streeter, Ruth Perrinez, Whitney Maxfield, Frank Bonnett, 
and, of course, Jeanette Cook!   
 
(Thank you, Peter!) 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
GMCWRT BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY 

May 16th – May 20th 

 

Our bus and hotels are booked!  Chris Army has been hard 
at work with Clark "Bud" Hall to make our trip spectacular 
in every way.  Our basic itinerary is as follows: 
Thursday, May 16th:  Depart WRJct, travel to Frederick MD 
for an overnight stay. 
Friday, May 17th:  Depart Frederick, travel to Culpeper VA.  
Revisit the Graffiti House and take a closer look at Brandy 
Station.  Overnight in Culpeper. 
Saturday, May 18th:  Spend the day exploring the battle of 
Cedar Mountain, as well as visiting some historic 
sites/museums in Culpeper. Overnight in Culpeper. 
Sunday, May 19th:  Explore Bristow Station and Mine Run, 
return to Frederick for an overnight stay. 
Monday, May 20th:  Depart for WRJct and some well 
deserved rest. 
Chris is working on a reading list for us as well as a couple 
of surprises.  Just a reminder that Chris will be our speaker 
at our March meeting, so mark the date, Saturday, March 
9th, 12PM, Bugbee Senior Center, WRJct VT. 
FYI: We are overnighting in Frederick on Thursday and 
Sunday to help with the miles/hours that Bob can drive each 
day.  Not the ideal scenario, but it should work out ok. 
Will have more details and a pricing estimate next month.   
Total cost will include:  RT motor coach transportation from 
WRJct, 4 nights lodging, breakfast each day, 3 lunches, 
most dinners, on board refreshments, information packet, 

and all guide and admission fees.  A $75 deposit will hold 
your spot. 
Checks made payable to GMCWRT and sent to Gail Blake, 
55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001 
Please share this information with anyone that might be 
interested in joining us. The trip is open to everyone, 
regardless of their depth of knowledge or level of interest.  
Questions?  Call 802-296-2919 or email Gail at 
auntis@comcast.net 
 

FROM BUD HALL 
 
The Cedar Mountain Battlefield today is much the same as 
on August 9, 1862 when Stonewall Jackson's command 
defeated a hotly-attacking Federal force in one of the Civil 
War's toughest and most violent clashes. Hundreds died 
and thousands were wounded in the northern and western 
fields at the foot of majestic Cedar Mountain. The American 
Battlefield Trust owns several hundred acres comprising 
this great battlefield, and their worthy partners, the Friends 
of Cedar Mountain Battlefield, help manage the pristine 
ground.. But, pristine and open for how long, we ask? 
Commercial and residential development continues to 
aggressively advance southward on Highway 15 and unless 
we are all vigilant--including county planners--we could 
soon witness the appalling destruction of one of our 
country's great battlegrounds. Images, in this order: Burials, 
after the battle; Cedar Mountain from Old Orange Road; 
Cedar Run to west, 1987; Cedar Run Church, 1987; Cedar 
Run Church, 2019; Mitchell's Road intersection at Highway 
15, on left, 2019. View is north toward Cedar Run Church, 
across open fields that witnessed extremely heavy fighting 
and casualties. Is Cedar Mountain worth saving? If you 
believe so, please do your part and join the efforts to 
preserve this sacred ground. 
 
(There are 21 photos on the battlefields.org web site of 
Cedar Mountain Battlefield.)   
 

February Treasurer’s Report 
 

Beginning Balance:  $3133.30 
Expenses:  
February speaker: $173 (lunch, maple syrup, speaker fee) 
Maple Street Catering: $326 (meal, tax, and gratuity) 
Deposit: $466.00 (meals, raffles, donations, memberships) 
Petty Cash : $145 
Ending Balance: $3245.30 
 

GMCWRT BEGINNINGS – MARCH 1995 
 

Why The Camp Griffin Gazette? 
By Jack Anderson 

 
     A few members have inquired about the origin of the 
name of our newsletter.  What was Camp Griffin? 
     Camp Griffin was “boot camp” for the Vermont Brigade – 
the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Vermont regiments that enlisted 
in the fall of 1861.  (Many members of the 1st Vermont – a 
ninety day regiment – re-enlisted in these outfits.)  Life was 
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tough at Camp Griffin in the winter of ’61-’62.  Many 
Vermonters got sick (measles spread through the ranks of 
the susceptible Green Mountain Boys) and they suffered 
from lack of blankets and clothing.  The Vermont brigade 
stayed there until mobilized to move out in the spring to 
embark on McClellan’s Peninsular Campaign.   
     The dust jacket of Ken Burns’ book The Civil War depicts 
the 5th Vermont, with its distinctive Sibley tents in the 
background, at Camp Griffin.  The CIA now stands on the 
ground that was Camp Griffin, in Langley, Virginia.   
 

GMCWRT 2 Years Old!!! 
 
     That’s right!  This month the Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table celebrates its 2nd Birthday!  Special thanks are 
once again in order for certain members who have gone 
above and beyond the call of duty to make our organization 
a success: 
 
Jack Anderson – Moderator & co-founder 
Gail Blake – Trasurer & co-founder 
David Cross – Program Coordinator 
David Michlovitz – Public Relations 
David Merrill – Editor, Camp Griffin Gazette 
 
     Thanks also to all who served on the Executive 
Committee in the past year, as well as all those who donated 
books for the raffles, helped arrange for program and 
speakers at the meetings, and contributed items for the 
newsletter, particularly Lois Eagan whose “tidbits” add color 
and variety to this publication each month. 
     Finally, thanks to all of you who came to the monthly 
meetings and gave us your support.  As Stonewall Jackson 
said:  “Who could not conquer, with troops such as these?”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DUES ARE DUE IN MARCH! 
PLEASE NOTE THE INCREASE IN BOTH THE 

SINGLE AND THE TWO PERSON 
MEMBERSHIPS!   

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2019— March 2020 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail 
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table 
 
 
 
 


