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NO MEETING  
IN MARCH 

 
GMCWRT "ANNUAL" BATTTLEFIELD TOUR 

2020/2021/2022??? 
 

We are in the process rescheduling our long-awaited 
Richmond/USCT adventure to mid-September 2022. It has 
been so long since we traveled together, we are considering 
adding an extra day to visit the African American Civil War 
Museum in Washington DC.  Stay tuned for updates, spread 
the word, and keep your fingers crossed!!!!   Thanks for your 
patience and understanding, stay well, and hope to see you 
all in September! 
 

THANK YOU FROM 
JACK ANDERSON 

 
Hi, 
 
I just opened Ginny’s email and was completely surprised to see 
that you donated $500 on my behalf to the Gettysburg National 
Military Park. You guys are stealthy! 
 
That was such a kind thing to do, and I am humbled by your 
gesture. We had many years of fun and good work with the 
GMCWRT. One of the toughest consequences of moving to Maine 
was my retirement from this group, but I have many good 
memories to sustain me. 
We started the RT 29 years ago this March! Where did the time 
go? 

 
Thank you all. It was an honor to work with so many great people 
through the years.  
 
Gettysburg is a special place and I am pleased that the donation 
went there. 
 
The best to all of you in the New Year, and pray that soon we can 
all gather again. 
 
Jack 
 

The Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
How it all Started 
By Jack Anderson 

 
In the 1980s and early 1990s, I was fortunate to have taught 
several Civil War “courses” at Lebanon College in NH. We 
did the Civil War Survey using Bruce Catton’s text; later we 
used Ken Burns film series as the textbook. We did the 
Gettysburg Campaign, the Antietam Campaign, both with 
trips to the battlefields. There many have been others but 
I’m a little fuzzy recollecting nowadays. In any event, I 
discovered that there were a lot of folks who were interested 
in this time in history. 
 
Then, the Civil War seemingly was on everyone’s mind. The 
125th anniversary of the Civil War had just been completed. 
Ken Burns’ The Civil War debuted in September of 1990 
and was watched more than any other production on PBS.  
 
The battlefield protection movement began: The Association 
for the Preservation of Civil War Sites, formed in 1987, 
merged with the Civil War Trust in 1991, becoming the 
CWPT, later the American Battlefield Trust. Reenacting by 
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both Yankees and Rebels was the fastest growing “hobby” in 
the nation. 
 
James McPherson’s Pulitzer Prize winner, Battle Cry of 
Freedom, had recently been published. At Manassas, VA, 
the United States Congress “took” through eminent domain 
and at a cost of 18.1 million dollars, 523 acres – some of it 
the actual battlefield - which was to become a huge 
development.  
 
The movie Glory first screened in 1989. Ted Turner’s 
Gettysburg came in 1993. Everyone was re-reading Michael 
Shaara’s Killer Angels, and his son Jeff’s Gods and Generals. 
The mini-TV series Andersonville aired in 1996. And does 
anyone remember The Vacant Chair, the Civil-War themed 
restaurant in Rutland that opened in 1995. 
 
The GMCWRT had its first meeting in March of 1993. We 
were without a doubt a product of the times. 
 
After a very successful and enjoying trip to Gettysburg in 
1992, I called my most loyal class member Gail Blake and 
proposed that we start a round table. We now had a list of 
several Lebanon College students as a starting point. Gail 
was all-in. We two met at the now-closed AJ’s Restaurant 
next to the bowling alley in WRJ. 
 
It was pre-internet. Publicity was via the Valley News and 
other newspapers via press release.  Gail worked out a deal 
with Stretch Gilliam at Than Wheeler’s Restaurant in WRJ, 
who hosted the first meetings. We did not have a speaker for 
that – we had a true round table discussion, and the topic 
was “How Good a General was George McClellan?” The 
room was packed, and everyone, it seemed, had an opinion 
on that. I moderated the discussion. At the end, we deemed 
it a success. There WAS a lot of interest in the Civil War, 
and people would come out to share this interest, though, as 
Gail states: “We never saw most of them ever again.” 
 
We modeled our RT after the Civil War Round Table of 
Austin, Texas, because I was friends with its President (we 
met on a Gettysburg tour with Ed Bearss) and I had actually 
attended one of their meetings in Austin. 
 
We copied their format – meeting September through June 
and taking the summer off, having the meetings where we 
could have a meal together, establishing a dues structure 
and developing a list of speakers (we decided that a speaker 
would be the focal point of each meeting) recruiting 
members and doing public relations, publishing a 
newsletter, and so on. 
 
We met at Than Wheelers until the fall of 1995; they didn’t 
have the room we needed. The logical choice was the Hotel 
Coolidge across the street, an historic railroad hotel from 
which Vermont troops left for “the seat of war” in the south. 
It had two large meeting rooms and a restaurant, parking, 
AV equipment and an historian as its proprietor. 
 
We named the newsletter “The Camp Griffin Gazette”  - the 
camp of the old Vermont Brigade across the bridge from 

Washington in the summer of 1861. According to the March 
1994 issue: 
 
“The Green Mountain Civil War Round Table is officially 
one-year old and going strong.”   
 
This from Ginny Gage: “The first newsletter I have is a copy 
of one that Cathy Hoyt had given me.  It’s dated May 1993.  I 
THINK Dave Merrill was doing the newsletter at that time. 
 Some members mentioned:  Aldis Dow, Anne Jackman, 
Nick Picerno, and, of course, Jack and Gail.  Bob Allen is 
mentioned in April 1994.  David Cross is mentioned in the 
May 1994 newsletter.  The Sept. newsletter welcomes John 
Swanson, Anthony and Marge Gow and Bill and Lois Eagan. 
Tim Wells was the moderator for the Sept. meeting.” 
 
For many of the beginning years, Bob Allen played piano for 
us at every meeting. Bob was an accomplished pianist - I 
remember that his favorite composer was Louis Moreau 
Gottschalk. 
 
Next time: 
 
Our Civil War journeys, scores of meetings, and Battlefield 
Preservation work. 
 
                 2022 Program Schedule  
 
April 9 – Rob Grandchamp will speak on the 
Dartmouth Cavalry – More information to follow. 
 
                      MARCH 1998 NEWSLETTER  
 
Our guest speakers were historians Linda Peavy and Ursula 
Smith who spoke about five women during the Civil War 
who were  temporarily or permanently left behind when 
their husbands chose to join other gold seekers and 
homesteaders out west in order to avoid conscription or 
other war-related issues at home.   
Bob Allen wrote a movie review on Steven Spielberg’s 
AMISTAD. 
Cathy Hoyt was our newsletter editor. 
Lois Eagan wrote articles having to do with Saint Patrick’s 
Day, including a poem.   
 
                          SAMUEL COLT  
Samuel Colt, the man who revolutionized firearms 
manufacturing in the United States, was born in Hartford, 
Connecticut, on July 19, 1814. The son of a textile worker, 
Colt got himself expelled from Amherst Academy as a young 
man, so his father sent him on a year-long sailing voyage to 
study navigation. While aboard ship, Colt became enamored 
with the spinning and locking mechanisms used by the 
ship’s wheel and carved a wooden model of a revolver that 
used a similar mechanism for loading and firing 
ammunition. 

Upon returning from sea, Samuel Colt filed a patent for his 
design and, after receiving funding from his family, opened 
the Patent Arms Company in Paterson, New Jersey. The 
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company originally produced three revolving handguns (one 
made for a belt, one for a holster, and one to fit in a pocket) 
and two rifles, but Colt failed to obtain any government 
contracts and the business struggled. The company’s 
shareholders eventually took it over and relegated Colt to 
the role of sales agent before finally shutting down 
operations and selling off the company assets in 1842. 

A Reinvigorated Business 

In 1845, reports from the West praising Colt’s revolvers 
began reaching Washington. The revolver allowed soldiers 
fighting on the plains to fire six shots in rapid succession 
without reloading. Prior to using Colt’s revolver, reloading 
between shots took approximately 20 seconds. The army 
soon ordered 1,000 weapons for use in the war begun with 
Mexico. Colt revived his revolving arms business and his 
manufacturing system of interchangeable parts allowed him 
to deliver all the requested firearms by 1847. 

With his business now a success, Colt looked to expand his 
operations. In 1851 he became the first American 
manufacturer to open a plant in England. He also began 
purchasing property along the banks of the Connecticut 
River in Hartford as a location on which to build a new 
factory. He bought the land for a very low price (because of 
its susceptibility to flooding) and built a two-mile-long dike 
to protect his operations from the river. 

Samuel Colt’s London factory on the banks of the Thames 
River, London, 1853 – Connecticut State Library,State 
Archives, PG 460, Colt Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing 
Company 

The new factory—the largest privately owned manufacturing 
plant in the world—opened in 1855 under the company’s 
new name, the Colt Patent Fire-Arms Manufacturing 
Company. Colt installed the distinctive onion dome on top 
of his plant to draw extra attention to his business. 

Colt sold his products through a variety of different outlets. 
He employed a small force of traveling salesman and also 
utilized jobbers who acted as wholesale agents capable of 
selling product to retailers in large quantities. In addition, 
Colt accepted orders directly from rich and powerful 
customers looking for customized pieces. He marketed his 
product through ad campaigns focused on romantic displays 
of Western heroism, and also by designing rich ornamental 
pieces for display at international fairs. It was a strategy that 
proved very successful. 

Elizabeth Colt Takes Charge 

By the time of his death in 1862, Colt was one of the richest 
men in the country. He produced over 400,000 firearms in 
his lifetime and made his brand the most widely known in 
existence. His wife, Elizabeth, took over a large portion of 
his estate (worth approximately $15 million) along with his 
business. She led it through one of the most challenging 
times in the company’s history. 

On February 4, 1864, approximately an hour after beginning 
their workday, workers noticed fire and smoke rising from 
the attic of the Colt factory. A steam gong alarm sounded 
and workers rushed to the attic with a hose, but no water 
came out. The fire rapidly spread throughout the entire 
facility, burning it to the ground. Authorities never 
determined a cause for the blaze, though unconfirmed 
rumors of Confederate arsonists became a popular 
explanation among local residents. 

Faced with $2 million in damages and a facility that lay in 
ruins, Elizabeth Colt had a decision to make—to take on the 
daunting task of rebuilding on-site or to relocate the 
company to a more pristine or fully operational location. 
Although her husband did not feel the need to insure his 
buildings, Elizabeth Colt did, and she luckily took out 
insurance on the Colt manufacturing buildings shortly after 
Samuel’s death. She used that insurance money to rebuild 
the factory on its existing site in Hartford. 

The success that followed the rebirth of the company only 
bolstered the Colt legacy. In 1872, Colt began manufacturing 
its first breech-loading revolver for use with a self-contained 
metallic cartridge. This single-action revolver became the 
world famous “Peacemaker,” and earned the title of “The 
Gun That Won the West.” 

In 1901, shortly before the death of Elizabeth Colt, the Colt 
family sold their firearms business. Maintaining the Colt 
name, the new company continues to produce some of the 
most famous and reliable firearms (such as the Colt .45) in 
American history. The area in and around the factory 
complex rebuilt by Elizabeth Colt received a listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places in June of 1976 and 
remains a popular and memorable part of the Hartford 
landscape today. 

(The above is from ConnecticutHistory.org) 

 
DEPARTMENT OF VERMONT. 
 
The first Post in Vermont--Wells Post No. 1--was organized 
at St. Johnsbury under a charter issued by Commander-in-
Chief John A. Logan, dated January 10th, 1868, with the 
following charter members:  Wm. G. Cummings, P. D. 
Blodgett, Horace K. Ide, Frelan J. Babcock, Geo. P. Moore, 
L. B. Heald, E. F. Griswold, A. K. Colburn, Wheaton 
Livingston and Chas. F. Spaulding.  In 1870 the Post was 
disbanded, and so remained until reorganized, January 8, 
1880, as Chamberlain Post No. 1. 
Post No. 2 was organized at Burlington, July 20, 1868, also 
by charter from Headquarters Grand Army of the Republic, 
dated April 27, 1868.  Charter members:  Geo. J. Stannard, 
Geo. H. Bigelow, Theodore S. Peck, Romeo H. Start, John J. 
Bain, Jr., Wm. W. Henry, A. H. Keith, C. S. Shattuck, Wm. 
D. Munson, and Herman R. Wing.  General Henry was 
elected Post Commander.  This Post has maintained its 
organization from the first meeting.   
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Department of Vermont. 
 
General Geo. J. Stannard. 
 
The Department has undertaken the work of securing funds 
for a monument over the grave of General Geo. J. Stannard, 
who died in Washington, June 3, 1886.  The Legislature 
appropriated $500 as a nucleus for this purpose.  General 
Stannard was commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel 2d 
Vermont Volunteer Infantry, in May, 1861; and was, in May, 
1862, assigned as Colonel 9th Vermont Infantry.  Promoted 
Brigadier-General United States Volunteers, March 12, 
1863, and brevetted Major-General United States 
Volunteers, October 28, 1864.  General Stannard's prompt 
movement upon the flank of Pickett's division at 
Gettysburg, won for him the strongest commendation of his 
superiors.  He was four times wounded, the last time losing 
an arm in the successful assault on Fort Harrison, 
September 29, 1864.  He remained in the service a number 
of years after the war.   
 
Vermont Soldiers' Home. 
 
The question of a Soldiers' Home in Vermont was agitated 
for some years, but did not take a practical direction until 
1884, when numerous petitions were sent to the Legislature 
at Montpelier, for the establishment of a Home for 
Vermont's veterans, and the result was the passage of a bill 
incorporating as a Board of Trustees:  Redford Proctor, 
Frederick Billings, C. C. Kinsman, A. B. Franklin, Hugh 
Henry, P. P. Pitkin, J. C. Stearns, Franklin Fairbanks, Josiah 
Grout, George T. Childs, H. K. Ide, William Wells, Julius J. 
Estey, A. B. Valentine, Warren Gibbs, Z. M. Mansur, Frank 
Kensifled, A. S. Tracy, and their associates and successors. 
 It is provided that "The whole number of said trustees shall 
never exceed eighteen, fifteen of whom shall be members of 
the Department of Vermont, Grand Army of the Republic, 
and whenever any vacancy shall occur among said fifteen, 
the remaining trustees shall select from the Department of 
Vermont, Grand Army of the Republic, a trustee to fill such 
vacancy." 
A splendid estate situated in Bennington, which was given 
by the late Hon. T. W. Park for the purpose of an Old Ladies' 
Home, but which, owing to the sudden death of Mr. Park, 
was not sufficiently endowed, was offered by the Trustees of 
the Old Ladies' Home to the Trustees of the Soldiers' Home 
for the purposes as set forth by the Act above quoted.  The 
offer was gladly and thankfully accepted, and the 
Legislatures of 1884 and 1886 made ample appropriations 
for the enlargement of the buildings and support of 
Vermont's disabled veterans. 
The grounds of the Home consist of 200 acres, meadow and 
pasture, with several beautiful groves, all surrounded by 
mountain scenery rarely equalled.  Pure spring water in 
abundance is brought from the adjacent hills to supply the 
wants of the Home, and to make one of the finest fountains 
in the world, the waters of which are thrown in a steady 
stream 180 feet in height.  With comparatively small 
expenditure, the old buildings have been enlarged, so as to 
accommodate all the veterans of the State needing such a 

refuge. 
The extensive grounds, home-like buildings, beautiful 
surroundings, and kind care, make it a home in fact as well 
as in name.  Comrade R. J. Coffey, a veteran of the 1st and 
4th Vermont Regiments, is now Superintendent, and his 
wife is Matron of the Home. 
General William Wells, of Burlington, is President of the 
Board of Trustees.  The general supervision of the Home 
and its financial management, are in charge of a special 
committee of Trustees, of which Comrade A. B. Valentine is 
the resident member.   
 
Grand Army Badge. 
 
By Act of the Legislature of Vermont, it is made a 
misdemeanor for any person, not a member, to wear a 
badge of the Grand Army of the Republic.  The punishment 
for any infraction of this law, is imprisonment in the House 
of Correction for not exceeding 30 days, or fine, not 
exceeding $20, or by both such fine and imprisonment.   
 
 

DUES ARE DUE!!! 
 

 
      Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 

March 2022— March 2023 Membership Rates 
 

 Name: ____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
  ________________________________  
 
  ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone  _______________________  
 
 Work Phone ________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
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