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DR. STEVEN E. SODERGREN 

‘REMOVING AND RENAMING: 
A DISCUSSION OF THE CURRENT  

STATE OF CIVIL WAR 
COMMEMORATION”  

                 SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 2023 
                        BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 
              WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VERMONT 

 
12 Noon Social Hour  
12:30 Buffet Lunch 

12:45 Business Meeting 
1:00 Program followed by discussion and book raffle 

 
Dr. Sodergren will talk about the removal of the final 
monuments in Richmond as well as having a discussion on 
the renaming of US military bases away from the names of 
Confederate generals that many currently carry.   

 
                        Steven E. Sodergren 
 
Professor Steven Sodergren received his Ph.D. in American 
and Military history from the University of Kansas in 2006, 
joining the faculty at Norwich University in Northfield, 
Vermont in 2007 and rising to the rank of Professor of 

History in 2018.   Professor Sodergren is currently chair of 
the Department of History and Political Science at Norwich, 
which is the nation’s oldest senior military college.  At 
Norwich, he offers a variety of classes on American military 
history, with an emphasis on coursework related to the Civil 
War.  Each summer he leads cadets on an annual staff ride 
to Civil War battlefields.    Dr. Sodergren also sits on the 
advisory board for the John and Mary Frances Patton Peace 
and War Center at Norwich, and is an Associate Editor for 
the Journal of Peace and War Studies.  He has published 
multiple articles and book chapters on Civil War history, 
participated in several National Endowment for the 
Humanities seminars on the Civil War, and been an invited 
speaker across the country on a variety of historical topics.  
In 2017, Sodergren published his first book, The Army of 
the Potomac in the Overland and Petersburg Campaigns: 
Union Soldiers and Trench Warfare, 1864-1865.  This work 
was the recipient of the 2018 William E. Colby Military 
Writers’ Award.  It was also a finalist for both the 2018 
Gilder-Lehrman Prize for Military History and the 2018 
Army Historical Foundation Distinguished Writing Award.  
Professor Sodergren is currently working on his second 
book, which examines the political activism of Union 
veterans following the Civil War. 

 
ST. PATRICK'S PIZZA PARTY!!!  
 
Assorted Pizzas 
Green Salad 
Garlic Knots 
Guinness Chocolate Cake 
Water 
 
$10 per person 
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March 2023 Treasurer's Report 
 

Starting Balance: $2331.46  
Expenses: Lunch $259.50, Speaker $174 (Fee, Lunch, Maple 
Syrup) Plates and silverware $10  
Deposit: $286 (Raffle, Donations)  
Petty Cash: $125  
Ending Balance: $2298.96 
 

THANK YOU RUTH! 
 
Many thanks to Ruth Perrinez for arranging our 
February luncheon while Gail was getting shaken, 
rattled, and rolled on almost every thrill ride at Disney 
World!  And thanks for bringing coffee! 
 
 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CIVIL WAR 
ROUNDTABLE 

ANNUAL BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY 

MAY 7 - 12 2023 

A RETURN TO THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY 

Our 2023 journey will take us back to the Valley for an up 
close and personal look at the 1864 Valley Campaign.  Of 
course, what would a trip be without a few changes.  
Nothing too serious though.  Our visit to Grant's Cottage has 
been cancelled.  There have been some constructions delays 
on work at the Cottage so unfortunately for us they will not 
be opening until the end of May.  I promise we will visit the 
Cottage at some point in the near future. Our adjusted 
itinerary has us traveling to Cooperstown on the 7th and we 
will tour the National Baseball Hall of Fame that afternoon.  
Monday the 8th will take us to Winchester VA, we should 
arrive midafternoon, and I am working on a special tour 
upon arrival.  We will travel to Lynchburg on Tuesday the 
9th and visit Jefferson's Poplar Forest, Historic Sandusky, 
as well as tour Lynchburg with Keith Harvey. 

Wednesday the 10th and Thursday the 11th will be spent 
with Phillip Greenwalt, taking a close look at the 1864 Valley 
Campaign and all things Sheridan, Early, and of course 
Cedar Creek.  We will also visit Belle Grove Plantation. 

Hotel and meal plans are still in process. 

We do have a reading list: 

The Battle of Lynchburg: Seize Lynchburg....If Only for a 
Single Day!   by L. Naisawald 

Campaign and Battle Of Lynchburg, VA  by Charles M. 
Blackford.  This book is free, see the link 
below https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/69814  

From Winchester to Cedar Creek: The Shenandoah 
Campaign of 1864 by Jeffrey Wert 

The Guns of Cedar Creek by Thomas A. Lewis     

Bloody Autumn, The Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 
1864, by Daniel T. Davis and Phillip S. Greenwalt.  Phill has  
signed copies of this book, $13, postage included.  If you are 
interested, let me know 

The Battle of Cedar Creek: Victory from the Jaws of Defeat, 
by Jonathan Noyalas 

Total cost (based on 25 people) will include round trip 
Premier Motorcoach transportation from WRJct with our 
buddy Bob, five nights hotel, all guide and admission fees, 
most meals, breakfast each day of our tour, information 
packet, fun, frivolity, prizes, and more.  I will nail down the 
final cost soon.  Deposits are $75 per person and checks can 
be made out to GMCWRT and sent to Gail Blake, 55 
Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001.  Our trip is open to 
anyone and everyone with an interest in CW history so tell 
your friends and family and bring them along! 

Suggestions, comments, concerns?  Contact Gail Blake, 
auntis@comcast.net, or 802-296-2919                           

2023 Program Schedule  
 
April 15- Wayne Motts   - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS 
IS THE THIRD SATURDAY!    
 
May 13 – Open 
 
Sept.  9 – Chuck Viet 
 
Oct. 14 – Mike Pride – Harriet Patience Dame – 2nd 
NH Regiment Nurse  
 
MINUTES FROM OUR FEBRUARY MEETING 
 
We had 25 people attend our February meeting.  John 
Mudge is heading to Guatemala.  He also mentioned that 
the New Hampshire Historical Society’s magazine has an 
article on Mike Pride’s book on Harriet Patience Dame.  Mr. 
Pride is our October speaker and his topic will be Ms. Dame.   
Gail informed the group that she is working on finalizing the 
trip.  Sue Sellew recently spoke with Jack Anderson who 
said to say “hello.”   
 
Not sure I have this list correct, but hopefully the winners of 
the Book Raffle were:  Lu Johnson, Whitney Maxfield, Ruth 
Perenez, Bob Coburn, and Gary Ward. 
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NOTE:  I am still looking for folks who would be 
willing to take notes at our meetings.  Doesn’t have 
to be every meeting!   
 
 

LOOKING BACK – CAMP GRIFFIN GAZETTE 
 

March 1999 
 

Civil War Artillery was presented by Peter Jorgensen.    
 
Mr. Jorgensen is the publisher of the Civil War News, The 
Artilleryman, a quarterly magazine (he’ll bring some 
samples.); and a former publisher of six Boston weekly 
newspapers. 
Jorgensen, a longtime collector of Civil War firearms, 
plates, buckles and artillery, at one time had one of the 
largest collections of three inch artillery projectiles in the 
country. Every Memorial Day he fires one of his Civil War 
cannons in Tunbridge, Vermont, where he is a member of 
the fire, ambulance and rescue departments. 
     Jorgnsen is President of Firetec Apparatus Sales, which 
sells used fire and rescue trucks; and is the publisher of Fire 
Apparatus magazine and member of the Fire & Rescue 
Manufacturers and Services Assn.   

 
REMEMBERING VERMONTERS 

 
     It was a pleasure to meet Mr. and Mrs. Don Streeter at 
our February 9 meeting and hope we’ll be seeing them in 
the future.  They live in Atkinson, NH and are members of 
the Epping, NH Civil War Round Table. 
     Don, originally from Silver Springs, Maryland, has been 
researching his great grandfather, Philander Streeter, and 
sent the following information to share with our readers. 
     Pvt. Streeter was born in Vernon, and served with the 2nd 
Vermont Volunteers.  The photo, right, below shows him in 
his GAR uniform; it was taken in 1890, while he was 
Commander of Kilpatrick Post 71 in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts. 
     Philander Streeter was born in Vernon, Vt. And was 
mustered into the 2nd Vermont Volunteer Regiment June 
20, 1861 in Burlington, Vt.  He was captured at the First 
Battle of Bull Run, Virginia.  He testifies that he was the first 
Union soldier to enter the infamous Libby Prison in 
Richmond, Va. 23 July 1861.  He was paroled 3 Jan. 1862 
after 5 months 14 days of imprisonment having lost over 65 
pounds.  He went on to rejoin his regiment at Camp Griffin 
near Washington, D.C. and fought in nearly all the battles of 
the Army of the Potomac through Cold Harbor and 
Petersburg, 1861 to 16 June 1864.  After serving his required 
3 year enlistment he was honorably mustered out in 
Brattleboro June 29, 1864.  He lived out his adult life in 
Holyoke, Massachusetts building and working in several 
paper mills until 1913 when he retired at age 73.   
 
 
 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2023— March 2024 Membership Rates 

 
 Name: ____________________________  
 
 Address: ___________________________  
 
  _________________________________  
 
  _________________________________  
 
 Home Phone  _______________________  
 
 Work Phone ________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
 
 

A LETTER FROM HENRY STOWELL, 
 7TH VERMONT 

BY CARL BRAUN 
 
     A letter from Henry Stowell of Vergennes, Vermont is 
printed below with the original spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.  Stowell enlisted as a corporal in Company B of 
the 7t Vermont and was promoted to sergeant on October 
18, 1861.  He was then commissioned 2nd Lieutenant of 
Company F, 7th VT on March 1, 1863, and then to captain of 
Company C of the 7th on September 13, 1864.  He was 
mustered out of service March 14, 1866.   
     Carl writes:  Henry Stowell was one of the early people to 
camp near where my summer “fishing shack” is located, and 
his family’s first camping stays were in a Civil War surplus 
tent.  The tent remained in the family until just after 
Henry’s grandson’s death in December of 1997.  
Unfortunately, before I could put in a request for the rather 
tattered tent, it was disposed of by one of the grandson’s 
nieces who has an aversion to anything that might be dirty 
or dusty!  The grandson-who was 90 when he died- had a 
trove of Henry’s relics, but most of them were stolen by 
“caregivers” who were hired to “help” the old gentleman 
during several years of illness.  Very sad. 
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     The 7t Vermont was a three-year regiment which was 
assigned to Gen. Butler’s “New England” Division, much to 
the dismay of the troops and Vermont state officials, who 
felt it was the intent of the legislature when authorizing 
formation of the regiment that the 7th NOT be part of 
Butler’s division.  They cited the fact that the enabling 
legislation called for the 7th to be armed and equipped by the 
State to serve “in the army of the United States” – whereas 
the Secretary of War’s authorization for the formation of 
Butler’s division said that the force was “to be armed and 
equipped at the expense of the United States.”  Vermont’s 
intentions notwithstanding, the 7th became part of Butler’s 
force and headed south, far from the Virginia area in which 
it had hoped to serve alongside its compatriots in the Old 
Vermont Brigade. 
 
Custom House New Orleans May 11, 1862 
Head Quarters of the Gulf Dept. 
 
Dar Parents & Sisters 
 
     Seeing that I have not got anything to do today I thought 
that I would improve the time by writing home but I don’t 
know when it will go from here  You must excuse the quality 
of the paper  It is paper that our Letiunant got in the 
building  We have got an office desk & two cane bottomed 
chairs that the seats whirl  The reason that I did not write on 
the Ship is that I did not have any paper to write with I 
wrote two letters home last week  I have not written to Ellen 
since I left Lowell I have not had the chance to write her but 
woll write her befor long  We had a smooth passage to Ship 
Island  We had one rough day  We (////) several vessels the 
ship was a strong vessel about two years old it was to bad to 
have it run ashore the ship dragged her anchor and got 
aground again shortly after we left Ship Island for here 
about the 16 of last month on the Saxon where we staid 
about 14 days when we got on the Mississippi (*) where we 
staid on her till we arrived at the City on the  day of May 
when we marched into the city victoriously without harming 
any of the people but their feelings which we hurt very much 
indeed 
     They raised a row with our bakery by taking the head 
man & two of the workmen and put them into the jail by 
some of the Citizens The Provost Marshal took some 
Soldiers and went down Street and broke open a store and 
took a large quantity of rice sugar molasses I have not been 
very well lately my head aches most of the time for three 
days we have not got any soft bread yet but we expect to get 
it soon I have gained since I left Lowell  I weighed 150 lbs 
and when on the island I weighed 171-1/2 lbs I don’t know 
whether the 7th regiment is on the Island yet or not I here 
that it has eft for Fort Piket 10 miles from here with out first 
battery and took the fort it was a small structure of 20 guns  
The report here is that Mobile is taken but don’t know 
whether it is so or not I want some of you to send me some 
papers every mail from the north so that we can learn some 
news about the war  I think that the Mississippi will be open 
in a few days then we will send the nail up the river home  
There has been some forces gone up the river to take several 
places as the capitol is in possession of our troops  There has 
been a report that Gen Beauregard was taken prisoner by 

our troops  Our battery is the only one in the city they are in 
three different plaves our Captain says that it wont get 
together again before we go home which will not be long 
now  There is to be a United States here in the Custom 
House where it always was for the division Our Troops 
seized about 4,000,000 of money up at the Insurance office 
of government money they have been taking it into this 
building today  I helped take it into the room it was gold and 
silver  It was taken from the mint when the State Seceeded  
We have got about 25 State prisoners here in the building 
here and they fetch in more every day does Father go a 
fishing any more I miss going a fishing and hunting and 
down the creek  We are on a different kind of a hunt now 
but we have not had a chance to kill any yet  They keep 
pretty scarce all the while now but we expect that we will 
have a chance at them I hope so before long I am a going to 
try to get a secesh gun before I go home I see some on the 
Mississippi when I was on her that had a sabre bayonet on 
There were a good gun one man sold a gun for five dollars 
that was worth about 15 dollars Government owes me about 
60$ pay for I have been enlisted most five months I think 
that we will be paid off before long now they have got 
aplenty off money to pay off now  There was a lot of silver 
ware taken with the money that belonged to the citizens put 
in to the vault for safety but have lost it now  There was 
800,000 dollars worth of property 
     This is pretty tough paper  Send me a tooth brush and 
some postage stamps I have not got any or any money  
Answer soon 
     This is all this time 
     From your dutiful son & loving brother 
     H. D. Stowell 
 
     Direct your letters 
     H. D. Stowell 
     2 Vt Batter 
     Butlers division 
     B Phelps brigade 
     New Orleans  
     Louisian   
 
(*)  The transport “Mississippi” was Butler’s flagship, not to 
be confused with Commodore Farragut’s steam frigate of 
the same name. 
(**)  Fort Pike was one of the fortifications outside of New 
Orleans, and was occupied for a short time by some of the 
troops of the 7th Vt.  The fort commanded the entrance to 
Lake Ponchartrain.   
 

JUNE 2023 DAY TRIP TO HILDENE 
 
Gail is looking into organizing a day trip to Hildene instead 
of having a regular June meeting.  The cost of group 
transportation is prohibitive so we will need to rely on the 
time-honored carpool method. The plan is to take a group 
tour of Hildene, picnic lunch, and hopefully have a short 
presentation.  The date has not been set but would be a 
weekday in early June. If you are interested please let Gail 
know as soon as possible.  auntis@comcast.net or  
802-296-2919  Thanks! 
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