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ROBERT SULLIVAN 

“COPPERHEADS – THE OPPOSITION TO THE 

WAR IN THE NORTHERN STATES” 

        TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2013 

HOTEL COOLIDGE 

WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
6:00 P.M.  Social Hour 

6:30 Buffet Dinner 
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting 

7:30  Program, followed by discussion 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, May 13.  Cost per person for the dinner is 
$16.00. For the meeting and program only, there is a 
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for non-
members.  For reservations please contact Gail Blake 
at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 

 

MENU 

ASSORTED SANDWICHES 
COLD SALAD/SOUP 

TOSSED SALAD 
COFFEE/TEA 

COOKIES 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE’RE BACK TO OUR 
 2ND TUESDAY EVENING MEETINGS!!!  

 

“Copperheads – The Opposition to the War in 
the Northern States” 

 
Robert Sullivan 

 
      This talk with cover a relatively unknown aspect of the 
American Civil War which was the organized and not 
organized, opposition in the northern states to the war to 
suppress the rebellious southern states.  The term 
"Copperheads" was a pejorative term, (copperhead snake), 
given to cover all who opposed the war from politicians to 
newspaper editors.  As is the case many times with 
pejorative terms, the opponents of the war embraced the 
name.  I will cover anti-war opposition from high-minded 
constitutional arguments in Congress to violent riots in 
various cities. 

mailto:auntis@comcast.net


 

 2 

      The opposition to the war is mostly forgotten because of 
the North's victory and the morally suspect aspect of having 
opposed a war which also ended slavery.  Yet, the opposition 
was a political reality taken seriously by Lincoln who 
characterized it as a "Fire in the Rear.”  The opposition was 
powerful enough politically to deeply concern Lincoln over 
his reelection chances and to lure the Confederacy to 
attempt to collude with it.  I will also include draft riots and 
draft dodging which included the wealthy buying poor men 
to fight for them.  I will tell of the unraveling of the 
movement due to various factors such as the movement's 
misjudgment of the South's determination to secede, the 
antipathy towards them from front line soldiers, the morally 
suspect aspect of their support for slavery and ultimately the 
military success of the Northern armies.   
 

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

 

2013 Program Schedule 

June 11              Howard Coffin – “New book on 
Vermont towns related to the Civil War.” 
 
Sept. 10  Patrick Falci returns!   

2014 

April 12            Wayne Motts, CEO, Harrisburg, PA,      
Civil War Museum 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 
winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

To June 1, Vermont, Norwich Alumni – “Norwich 
University & the Civil War:  Towards a Higher Moral 
Purpose” on contributions of Norwich alumni in war’s early 
years, especially in training volunteer troops & Union naval 
blockade.  Also development of participants’ beliefs about 

slavery & emancipation.  Free.  Summer Mon.-Fri. 8-4.  For 
information (802) 485-2183; www.norwich.edu/museum    
(From the Civil War News.)   

MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM IN BARRE.  The William 
Scott Camp of Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War has 
erected a new, granite Civil War monument in Barre City 
Park.  The names of the 186 men from Barre City or Barre 
Town who served in the Union armed forces during the Civil 
War are engraved on it.  A dedication program will be held 
starting at 11:00 AM on Memorial Day, May 27, 2013.  
Reenactors, including the Hemlocks, will be there to fire a 
salute and three school bands will provide music.  Before the 
ceremony the Memorial Day parade will start from the 
auditorium at 10:30.  After the ceremony there will be a free 
lunch at the Elks.   

Vermont Historical Society and Museum, 60 
Washington Street, Barre, VT  05641 - 
julie.nelson@state.vt.us   (802) 479-8519   

The Vermont Historical Society announces the opening of 
the third exhibit at the Vermont Heritage Galleries: Service 
& Sacrifice: Vermont’s Civil War Generation. 
  Artifacts, documents and photographs throughout 
the exhibit tell the story of individual Vermonters during 
and after the war. On display for the first time since its 
acquisition, will be a scene from the Grand Panorama of the 
late War, a 6-foot by 150-foot long painting by Charles 
Andrus in the 1890s depicting ten scenes from the Civil War. 

 Also featured will be a selection of Civil War flags 
from the State of Vermont’s collection. These iconic, strong 
symbols for the soldiers will be rotated onto display 
throughout the course of the exhibit. One of the most 
notorious stories documented in the exhibit are the exploits 
of carpetbagger Marshal Harvey Twitchell, a daring Union 
soldier who served in the Vermont Brigade. 
  Photography, a relatively new technology in 1861, 
realistically showed for the first time the drudgery and 
horrors of war to the people at home. George Houghton 
traveled from Brattleboro to photograph the Vermont troops 
in Virginia. A selection of Houghton’s photographs on 
exhibit will include panoramic images of the military 
encampment as well as close-up shots of individuals around 
the camp. 
   Call (802) 479-8500 or go online: 
www.vermonthistory.org. 
 
May 9 – Lebanon, NH, Historical Society – Soldiers 
Memorial Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, 
NH – 7 p.m. – “Civilians of Gettysburg” presented 
by Lew and Ginny Gage.   
 
May 14 — Book Discussion: America's War  and other 
books from the Part of the Making Sense of the American 
Civil War series. Developed by the National Endowment for 
the Humanities and the American Library Association, this 
Civil War sesquicentennial commemorative series uses 
works of historical fiction and interpretation, speeches, 
diaries, memoirs, biographies, and short stories to examine 

mailto:lewandginny1863@comcast.net
mailto:civilproctor@comcast.net
http://www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/
http://www.norwich.edu/museum
mailto:julie.nelson@state.vt.us
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a broad range of perspectives in an exploration of the 
American Civil War. Led by Suzanne H Brown. Hosted by 
the Norwich Public Library. Norwich Public Library, 

7:00 pm. Mary McKenna, (802) 296-2191. 

 
May 15 – NEKCWRT – Joe Collea – 1st Vermont 
Cavalry – For more information, contact Joan Huguenin at 
802-754-6402 or PoohBahToo@hotmail.com 
 
 
May 17 – NHCWRT, Epping, NH - May 17, 2013 - Dr. 
Bruce Heald -  New Hampshire and the Civil War- 
Voices from the Granite State (new book!)  For more 
information, check out their web site:  www.cwrt-nh.org 
 
 
New Hampshire Historical Society Exhibit: 
 
Soldiers, Sailors, Slaves and Ships: The Civil War 
Photographs of Henry P. Moore (on view at the 
Society's library, 30 Park Street, Concord). 
  

News from the 18th Vermont Regiment 
 
The 18th Vermontt Regiment will be sponsoring a mid-sized 
event July 19-21, 2013, in Burlington, Vermont, welcoming 
back the heroes of Gettysburg just two weeks after the 13th 
Vermont Regiment fought with distinction in the critical 
battle. I'm organizing a full weekend of activities centered 
on the dedication of a new historical marker in City Park 
with an evening of Irish music, theater, and talks in the City 
Hall auditorium. Anyone who would like to get involved in 
helping to organize, promote, and present this event is 
encouraged to contact William L. McKone, President of the 
18th VT Regiment 
Box 460 
Jeffersonville, VT 05464 
(802) 644-2433 

pres18vt@stoweaccess.com 
 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE PATRIOT 
CONCORD, NH 
MAY 20, 1863 
 
CARE FOR THE SOLDIERS.-- A gallant officer of the 
5th regiment, who neither asks nor needs the aid or care of 
the State officers or agents when sick or wounded, in a letter 
dated Camp near Falmouth, May 13, writes as follows:  
"Previous to the N.H. election, the State had plenty of 
'agents' scouring the camps and hospitals, with an 
astonishing affection for the poor soldiers.  Larkin Mason, 
Elder Chamberlain and a part of the Governor's Council 
were in and around Washington and at the camps procuring 
men discharged.  From the 5th alone sixty men were 
discharged, the month previous to the election, many of 
them fit for service.  Now, after a great and bloody battle--
the 5th seriously injured and the 12th nearly destroyed--not 
an agent appears--not one particle of official notice is taken 
of New Hampshire's sick and wounded soldiers!"   

 
No words of our own can add to the force and fullness of 
this exposure of the utter heartlessness of Republican 

professions of friendship for the poor soldiers.  
 
New Hampshire Sentinel  
Keene, NH 
May 21, 1863 
 
THE GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS.--The Vermont 
Brigade, attached to the 6th army corps, Gen. Sedgwick, of 
the army of the Potomac, covered itself with glory at the 
recent battles near Fredericksburg.  A timely and most 
gallant charge made by this brigade, at a critical moment, 
saved the whole corps from utter defeat, if not capture. 
 
Col. Grant, commanding the brigade, in his official report, 
says:-- 
 
"I have the honor to report the most brilliant conduct of the 
Vermont troops at the storming of the Heights of 
Fredericksburg, yesterday.  The 2d Vermont was the first 
regiment in the principal works on the highest range of hills, 
and the 6th Vermont was the second regiment in the works 
on the lower range of hills commanding Fredericksburg.  
The heights were carried by storm at the point of the 
bayonet, under a terrific fire from the enemy.  The 2d 
Vermont led the charge and covered itself with glory; it 
could not have done better.  Col. Walbridge and Major Tyler 
are deserving of special praise for the great coolness and 
gallantry displayed on the occasion.  The 6th regiment, Col. 
Barney, did splendidly.  The 3rd regiment, Col. Seaver, the 
4th regiment, Col. Stoughton, and the 5th regiment, Lt. Col. 
Lewis, constituted a reserve force, and came to the support 
of the advance in splended style.  Three pieces of artillery 
and many prisoners were taken.  Total killed and wounded 
124--of whom the 2nd had 12 killed and 94 wounded." 
 
Speaking of the part taken by the 6th, in the battle of 
Monday, Col. Barney says:-- 
 
“On the next day I was ordered to support a battery, my 
regiment forming a part of the second line of battle.  After 
some severe fighting, the line in front was broken; the line of 
the enemy came forward upon the double quick, two 
regiments advancing directly against my own, which was 
lying swell in the ground.  My fire was held until the enemy 
were within twenty feet of the muzzles of our guns, when at 
the word of command the regiment rose and poured their 
fire upon the foe and immediately charged, driving the 
enemy back over the ground he had won.  My regiment 
captured nearly three hundred prisoners, among whom 
were two Colonels, a Major, several Captains and 
Lieutenants.  We held our advanced position until ordered 
back by order of the brigade commander." 

 
Farmer's Cabinet 
Amherst, NH 

mailto:PoohBahToo@hotmail.com
http://www.cwrt-nh.org/
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May 21, 1863 
 
THE FIFTH N.H. REGIMENT.--In the recent battles in 
Virginia the 5th N.H. regiment had two men killed, five 
officers and twenty-seven men wounded, and two men 
missing.  The officers wounded were Maj. Cross, Capts. 
Goodwin and Cummings, Lieuts. Hale and Fay.  Lt. J. B. Fay 
was wounded while acting as aid to the brigade commander  
The regiment now numbers 174 fighting men; none are sick.  
The men are in good condition and ready as ever to meet the 
enemy.  During the late engagements Lieut. Col. Chas. E. 
Hapgood commanded the regiment, Col. Cross being in 
command of the brigade to which it was attached.  The 
regiment behaved with much gallantry through all the 
battles, maintaining the positions assigned to it to the last 

moment, and being the last of the brigade to leave the field. 
 

New Hampshire Patriot 
Concord, NH 
May 20, 1863 
 
THE SECOND REGIMENT.--We learn that the Second 
Regiment has received orders to proceed to Washington at 
once, and that they will leave this week.  They have been at 
home since about the 1st of March. 
 
May 27, 1863 
 
THE SECOND REGIMENT--This regiment left this city 
on Monday to join the army of the Potomac.  It numbered 
only about 350 all told, as it marched to the depot, but we 
learn that detachments were to join it on the way, so that it 
will probably number about as many as when it came home 
in March.  
 

200
th
 Meeting 

 

Thank you to founder and former President, 

Jack Anderson, for putting together a 

celebration of our Round Table’s 200
th

 

meeting.  Jack, with lots of help from his 

lovely wife, Dee, gave a brief talk about how 

the Round Table was started and some of its 

history, plus, he brought a cake for us all to 

share.  Now on to our NEXT 200
th

 meeting!   

 

 
 

(Photo by Ed Miville.)   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jack Anderson, Founder, and Past President  
 

(Photo by Ed Miville)  

 
Memorial Day Quote 

 
“The Grandest monument over a soldier’s 

grave is the flag for which he gave his life.” 
General Benjamin F. Butler, 1878 

Memorial Day observance at 
 Gettysburg National Cemetery 

 
April Raffle Winners 

 
John Mudge, Peter Sinclair, Richard Brewster, Pat 
Wheatley, Laura Ward, and Whitney Maxfield.  (I think I’m 
missing someone.  Sorry.)     

 
Civil War Dioramas 
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Our RT member, Richard Brewster, has a Civil War diorama 
he made that’s 4 ft. 6” and will be on display at the New 
Hampshire State Library on June 1. 
 
If anyone is interested in having one of his dioramas 
displayed at their local library, historical society, etc., please 
contact him at 603-735-5457.   
 
 

On May 1, 1863, Union General Joseph Hooker 
leads 70,000 troops across the Rappahannock 
River to face off against General Lee’s force of 

47,000 men at Chancellorsville, Virginia.   
 

On May 18, 1863, General Grant positions the 
last of his troops around Vicksburg, 

Mississippi, completely surrounding the city 
and cutting it off from resupply and 

reinforcement.   
 

Letter from the Field 
May 25, 1863 

 
“Two days having elapsed since your dead and wounded 
have been lying in our front, and as yet no disposition on 
your part of a desire to remove them being exhibited, in the 
name of humanity I have the honor to propose a cessation of 
hostilities for two hours and a half, that you may be enabled 
to remove your dead and dying.  If you cannot do this, on 
notification from you that hostilities will be suspended on 
your part for the time specified, I will endeavor to have the 
dead buried and the wounded cared for.”   
 
(Confederate General John C. Pemberton, in a letter to 
General Ulysses S. Grant.  Grant accepted the cessation the 
same day and had his troops collect their dead and 
wounded.) 

 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

 
The new Program Committee will meet at 5 p.m. on May 14 
at the Hotel Coolidge to work on a schedule of speakers for 
the coming year.  If anyone has any ideas or suggestions, 
please contact one of the members.  Their names and e-mail 
addresses are listed on Page 1. 
 
 

GETTYSBURG TIMES 
May 31, 1934 

 
Tens of Thousands 
Accord Ovation to 

President Roosevelt 
-- 

Streets Lined With Men, Women and Children 
For Pretentious Reception to Nation’s  

Chief Executive; Many Prominent 
Folk Here for Memorial 

Day Exercises. 
40 ARMY AIRPLANES SOAR IN THRILLING 

MASS MANEUVERS 
 

 A throng of perspiring, tired but happy men, women 
and children, ranging in age from babes in arms to civil war 
veterans and joyously venerable ladies of ninety and more 
years, variously estimated at between 80,000 and 
1000,000, gave Franklin D. Roosevelt a rousing ovation 
when the thirty-second president of the United States came 
to Gettysburg on Memorial Day. 
 Gettysburg, according to close observers, never saw 
such a throng of people upon any one day, since the armies 
in blue and grey engaged in their deadly engagements, 
seventy-one years ago. 
 It was a gala day for Gettysburg and every local 
agency cooperated in extending a warm welcome, not only 
to those tens of thousands of visitors from all parts of the 
east but to those official and honored guests with Mr. 
Roosevelt heading the list. 
 

Thrilling Sight 
 

 In strict military formation, the two flights of army 
ships roared overhead, flying in circles and zooming around 
this community in tribute to a little Civil war town that was 
playing host to the president of the United States. 
 To most observers the army planes’ formation as the 
most thrilling sight.  It thrilled the old and the young and 
the kiddies “had a big time” watching those ships of the air 
soar overhead at 80 miles an hour. 
 

Aged Vets Present 
 

 A group of four visiting Civil war veterans occupied 
front-row seats on the rostrum.  They were Daniel F. Fisher, 
96, of Middletown; J. A. Aulabaugh, 90, of Omaha, 
Nebraska; A. D. Albright, 90, of Carlisle, and J. K. Snyder, 
88, also of Carlisle. 
 Joseph Guffy, of Pittsburgh, democratic candidate 
for United States senator from Pennsylvania was one of the 
early arrivals on the rostrum, where he met prominent local 
democrats, including James C. Cole, democratic county 
chairman; State Senator John S. Rice, of the Adams-
Franklin district, and Representative H. M. Hartman. 
 Floyd Gibbons, ace war-time correspondent and 
broadcaster, wearing the famous white patch over his left 
eye, was also among the early arrivals at the rostrum. 

Mrs. Emma Benschof, Waynesboro, was one of the 
two women on the rostrum who heard President Lincoln 
dedicate the cemetery in 1863.  Accompanied by her 
daughter, Mrs. John McCleaf, of Fairfield, the ninety-year-
old woman listened intently to Mr. Roosevelt’s address.  
Mrs. Benschhof was born half a mile from Round Top, but 
has resided in Waynesboro for the past 16 years.   

 

Mrs. Smith Present 
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 The other woman on the rostrum who also heard 
Lincoln was Mrs. M. O. Smith, 85, of Hanover, who, as a girl 
of 14, sang with the choir upon the momentous occasion of 
the dedication of the burial ground.  Mrs. Smith was 
fortunate enough to be one of the few persons with whom 
President Roosevelt shook hands at the conclusion of the 
exercises. 
 Dressed in white and almost as radiantly happy as 
when she sang for President Lincoln seventy-one years ago, 
Mrs. Smith told President Roosevelt how greatly she 
appreciated the honor of meeting him and how much she 
enjoyed his talk. 
 During his 13-minute address, President Roosevelt 
stood on a three-foot square piece of half-inch steel which 
was laid on the floor of the rostrum as a precaution against 
an attack from below.  But the only persons allowed under 
the rostrum were telegraph operators, reporters and those 
handling the remote controls for the broadcasting systems. 
 The exercises at the cemetery went on the air over 
the National and Columbia chains at 4:30 o’clock.  Before 
the president’s arrival, two announcers, one at each of the 
north corners of the rostrum gave a word-picture of the 
crowd and the day’s exercises. 

TIME TO RENEW  YOUR ROUNDTABLE 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
Nancy Miville, Membership Coordinator 

  
If you have not already done so, it is time to renew your 
membership for the year.  Membership runs from March 
through February.  When completing the membership form, 
please remember to include your email address.  We are 
striving to send as many newsletters as possible by email, as 
printing and mailing costs consume a large portion of our 
treasury.  Also, sending by email helps us to be able to get 
additional information that may come up between meetings 
to you quickly.  If you have any questions about whether or 
not your dues are paid, please email Nancy  
 nancywhittingham@hotmail.com 

 
Thank you for supporting your Roundtable. 

 
My apologies for this being so early.  Lew and 
I are going to be on vacation during the time 
this normally would have been sent out. 
 
Thank you for the ovation at our April 
meeting.  I sincerely appreciated it.   
   
Your editor 
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 

White River Jct., VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2013— March 2014 Membership Rates 

 

 Name: ____________________________  
 Address: ___________________________  
  _________________________________  
  _________________________________  
 
 Home Phone  _______________________  
 
 Work Phone ________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
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