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PROFESSOR LESLIE BUTLER
“LINCOLN AS COMMUNICATOR-IN-CHIEF
TUESDAY, MAY 13
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT

6-6:30 Social Hour
6:30 Buffet Dinner
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting
7:15 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, May 12. Cost per person for the meal is
$16.75. For the meeting and program only, there is a
$4.00 charge for members and $6.00 charge for
non-members. For reservations please contact Gail
Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
COLD SALAD/SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
COOKIES
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Professor Leslie Butler
"Leslie Butler is Associate Professor of History at
Dartmouth College, where she teaches courses on American
intellectual and cultural history. She earned her PhD at Yale
and taught at Reed College and Michigan State University,
before coming to Dartmouth in 2003. Butler has written on
a variety of issues related to Anglo-American thought and
culture in the nineteenth century. Her most extensive work
is a book about Union publicists who pursued post-Civil
War “liberal reform” as a transnational initiative (Critical
Americans: Victorian Intellectuals and Transatlantic
Liberal Reform, 2007). She lives in Hanover, NH with her
husband (also a historian) and their three sons."
"The historian Gary Wills says that Lincoln’s speeches
“remade America.” Professor Butler considers this claim
and relates it to the 16th president’s broader struggle to
articulate — and to elevate — Union war aims. Butler will
address Lincoln’s sophisticated understanding of public
opinion and oratory, his commanding presence as a
wordsmith, and the way that his presidency set a new model
for democratic leadership."
“Men dodging this way for single bullets? What
will you do when they open fire along the whole
line? I am ashamed of you. Don’t duck; they
couldn’t hit an elephant at this distance.”
--Union General John Sedgwick, killed by a
sharpshooter a couple of minutes later on May 9,
1864 during the Battle of Spotsylvania.
Camp Griffin Gazette
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citizens’ service and sacrifice during the War Between the
States. Admission covers all three galleries and entrance to
the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier.
Vermont History Center, 60 Washington Street,
Barre, VT Open Mon-Fri, noon to 4:00 pm (802)
479-8519 www.vermonthistory.org

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:

1864: Some Suffer So Much - January 13, 2014 –
December 2014 A VERMONT SESQUICENTENIAL
Top 10 Exhibit
This is the 4th in a series of exhibits that examines
American's first private military college and its deep
connections to the Civil War. 1864: Some Suffer So Much
examines Norwich University alumni who served as military
surgeons, the history of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
from the Civil War to the present. The exhibit will also
present the stories of Norwich alumni who played a
significant role in the United States Colored Troops, African
American combat units that fought in the battles of 1864 as
well as Norwich University Corps of Cadets response to the
St Albans Raid in October 1864. Image: Medal of Honor
recipient, Edward B. Williston, and his horse, ‘Pony,’
Norwich University Archives. Sullivan Museum &
History Center, Norwich University, 158 Harmon
Dr, Northfield, Vermont (802) 485-2183
http://www.norwich.edu/museum/

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

2014 Program Schedule
June 10 - Dr. Carrie Brown, “Arming the Union:
Vermont Gunmakers and the Technology that
Shaped America”

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/

May 24-Oct. 13, 2014 – Coolidge Family – “The
Coolidges, Plymouth and the Civil War” at President
Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site, Plymouth Notch.
Exhibit of artifacts, letters, photographs about Civil War’s
impact on the town and how President Coolidge’s interest in
Civil War history was reflected in his professional, personal
life. Open daily 9:30-5:00. For more information, contact
(802) 672-3773 or
www.HistoricSites.Vermont.gov/Coolidge

Free & Safe By appointment and mid-May - late
October, daily - A VERMONT SESQUICENTENIAL
Top 10 Exhibit

To Oct. 13, 2014 – Vermont, Soldiers & Citizens –
Free museum at New England Via Vermont in Alburgh
village. Focus on the Civil War soldier and family back
home. Displays include St. Albans Raid, medicine, ladies,
children, soldier life, scoundrels, battles, Underground
Railroad. Bring QR reader for extra content. For more
information (802) 796-3665 or
newenglandviavermont@hotmail.com

Free & Safe is a new exhibit at Rokeby Museum, a National
Historic Landmark and Underground Railroad site
described as “unrivaled” by the National Park Service.
The provocative exhibit Free and Safe introduces Simon
and Jesse – two fugitives from slavery who were sheltered at
Rokeby in the 1830s. The exhibit traces their stories from
slavery to freedom, introduces the abolitionist Robinson
family who called Rokeby home for nearly 200 years, and
explores the turbulent decades leading up to the Civil War.
Once a thriving Merino sheep farm, Rokeby retains eight
historic farm buildings filled with agricultural artifacts
along with old wells, stone walls, and fields. Acres of
pastoral landscape invite a leisurely stroll or a hike up the
trail. Picnic tables accommodate lunch outdoors.
Rokeby Museum, 4334 Rte. 7, Ferrisburgh,VT
(802) 877-3406 www.rokeby.org

July 23-Oct. 13 – Vermont, Statuary Hall – “Statues
of Liberty: A Sesquincentennial Exhibit &
Celebration” at Justin Morrill Homestead, Strafford.
Congressman Morrill’s act signed by Lincoln on July 2,
1864, created the National Statuary Hall at U.S. Capitol.
Photos & descriptions of the statues. Opening reception,
preview July 4, 5:30 p.m. Open Wed. – Fri. 11:00 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday holidays. For more information (802) 7654288 or director@morrillhomestead.org;
www.morrillhomestead.org

The Vermont Heritage Galleries include Service &
Sacrifice, which is now featuring the Andrus panoramic
battle scenes, Houghton’s photographs, and the State of
Vermont Civil War flags. Learn more about Vermont

May 3 - Bradford, NH, Historical Society - 7 p.m. at
the newly renovated Tin Shop, 160 East Main Street.
Woody Pringle and Mark Bennett present an overview of
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the American Civil War through the lens of period music.
$10 donation. 603-938-5372 for more information.

century. His story reflects the hardship and heartbreak
suffered by those who lived at the time of America’s greatest
conflict, the Civil War. David Book’s portrayal of Abel
Morrill profiles life before the war and life as it was affected
by the war. Drawing on primary resources, Book’s
monologue describes with historical accuracy life in mid19th century Vermont and is a story that could be repeated
by many families in every town in Vermont during this era.
Hosted by the Hartland Historical Society. Hartland
Public Library, 153 Route 5, 2:00 pm. Carol Mowry,
(802) 436-3383.

May 3 – Evergreen Cemetery, South Strafford, VT –
In 2013 the Town of Strafford Cemetery Commission began
the search for the burial location of a stolen stone belonging
to Amelia Roberts who had died in 1859 at the age of 8 from
typhoid fever, that had been retuned to the town by way of a
pawn shop. While doing some research, they discovered
there was no memorial marker for one of Amelia’s brothers,
Private George Roberts, who had served in Co. D of the 3rd
Vermont Infantry. Roberts had been killed at the Battle of
the Wilderness and buried in a mass grave there at the time.
Somehow his name was omitted from any memorials. The
Strafford Cemetery Commission has recently received a
stone to honor George Roberts and will hold a small
memorial service for George and his sister on May 3rd at the
Evergreen Cemetery at 11 a.m. Tea and cookies will follow
at the Café 232. RSVP – Joie.finley.morris@gmail.com

American Precision Museum, Windsor, VT:
June, 6 – 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. - Opening Reception of
our Civil War exhibits, Arming the Union: Gunmakers in
Windsor, Vermont, relating the important story of the
Robbins & Lawrence Armory; and Full Duty: The Civil War
Collection of Howard Coffin. Vermont historian and author,
Coffin has spent 40 years collecting artifacts that
demonstrate the contributions Vermonters made to the
war. New objects have been added to the exhibit and Coffin
will be on hand to talk about them.

May 5 – East Brownington Cemetery, VT - Colin
Carter discovered in the East Brownington Cemetery the
graves of two local men who died at the Battle of the
Wilderness on the same day, May 5, 1864.
Colin has taken it upon himself to organize a gathering of
interested people to gather at the East Brownington
Cemetery on May 5, 2014 at 10:30 a.m. to honor
their sacrifice with a Moment of Silence and a prayer. New
NEKCWRT member Mo Cerutti has offered to play Taps. I
will gather as much information as I can about the two men,
Nelson Drown and Joel Streeter and read about what their
regiment did in May of 1864. If anyone would like to speak,
they would be welcome. We hope for a good turnout to
honor these local men and pray for good weather.

July 13 – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. - Explore the exhibit,
Full Duty: The Civil War Collection of Howard Coffin, with
Coffin himself as he shares how he found the objects in his
collection and relates the stories and anecdotes of his years
collecting them. This is the third and final season of the
exhibit and the closing opportunities to hear Coffin speak
intimately of his passion and interest in Vermont's role in
the Civil War. Preregistration is required. $10.00
admission fee payable at the door.
July 20 – 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. - Howard Coffin will
talk about the Battle of Cedar Creek, the site of one of
Vermont's greatest sacrifices in the Civil War. The stunning
Union victory aided the reelection of Abraham Lincoln, and
the Confederacy was never again able to threaten
Washington, D.C. nor protect its key economic bases in
Virginia. Free Admission - For more information contact
(802) 674-5781.

The East Brownington Cemetery is on School House Road
which runs from Rt. 5A to Brownington Center. It is a dirt
road and the cemetery is closer to Rt. 5A than
Brownington Center, so if you do not like dirt roads you
might want to come by way of 5A. The dirt roads have been
pretty good this spring. Hope some of you can make it.
Thanks, Joan Huguenin

July 25 – Dover Forge, West Dover, VT – Time-Line
Event - 28th Annual Living History Association
Time Line Event & Annual Blueberry Valley
Festival. Encampment with displays & demonstrations
from Ancient Rome to WWII. Saturday Blueberry Festival
parade with regional bands & marching units. For more
information contact (802) 368-7912 or
info@livinghistoryassn.org

May 8 – Lebanon, NH - Professor Jere Daniell, NH
Historian presents, "When (if) Johnny Comes
Marching Home Again," a talk about Lebanon and other
NH towns during the Civil War, before and after the pivotal
year of 1863. Thursday, May 8, 7:00 p.m. Soldiers
Memorial Building, Lebanon, NH.
May 14 - Bob Hall Pvt. William Dinsmore
NEKCWRT – For more information, please contact Tyler
Alexander (802) 881-2568 or e-mail at
tyleralexander@ncuvt.org

WORLD WAR I GROUP
Four people have started to meet monthly since this year is
the centenary of the start of the war. We will cover topics in
chronological order. At the moment, we are meeting on the
4th Monday at 1 pm in the Cafe next to the Coolidge, but
this may change. If you want to come or want more
information, contact Peter Sinclair [802-584-3280]or David
Curtin [802-633-2536].

May 18 — A High Price to Pay, A Heavy Burden to
Bear: One Family’s Civil War Story. Abel Morrill, Sr.,
was an early settler of Cabot, Vermont. He was a respected
farmer and maple sugar producer for much of the 19th
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name of Gen. Alexander Hayes. Gen. Hayes will be
remembered by those of our readers who were members of
the 2d Vermont Brigade, as he commanded a Brigade of
Pennsylvania troops at Union Mills, and afterwards at
Centreville; during the winter of 1862-63. Gen. Hayes is a
graduate of West Point, of the class of 1844. He fought
bravely at Gettysburg, and at the time of his death
commanded the 2d Brigade, 2d Division, 2d Army Corps,
and was captain in the 16th Regular Infantry.--Times.

Notes from our April RT Meeting
We had 23 people for lunch and 10 folks for just the talk.
Peter Sinclair chaired the meeting. We discussed briefly our
financial status which appears to be better partly because
most of our membership has paid their dues for 2014-2015.
To all those who have, thank you! We briefly discussed
looking into our RT being a non-profit.

Vermont Colonels Wounded.

Peter reminded folks about the WWI group that has started
out and is meeting on the 4th Monday of each month at 1
p.m. in the Café next to the Hotel Coolidge. For more
information, please contact Peter at (802) 584-3280 or
David Curtin at (802) 633-2536.

In the recent battles in Virginia Col. Stone of the 2d
regiment is reported killed; Col. Foster of the 4th seriously
wounded; Col. Lewis of the 5th wounded and arm
amputated; Col. Barney 6th mortally wounded.

Our guest speaker was Wayne Motts, the CEO of the
Harrisburg Civil War Museum. Wayne has had a busy
month, visiting 7 states in 4 days! He gave a fantastic
powerpoint presentation on some of artifacts in the
Museum’s collection, focusing on those items having
belonged to Vermont and New Hampshire soldiers. At the
end of his presentation he asked everyone to visit the
Museum, “Like” the Museum on Facebook, or check out
their web site at: http://www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org
He also spoke briefly about some of the every day expenses
at the Museum and the fact that they do loan out some of
their artifacts to other Museums.

Thursday, May 19, 1864
New Hampshire Sentinel (Keene, NH)

LETTER FROM THE 6TH REGIMENT.
HEADQUARTERS 6TH N.H.V.,
On the Chancellorsville battle ground,
May 9th, 1864.
MR. EDITOR: Dear Sir:--I suppose you are now very
anxious to hear from me again after this terrible fight, which
has resulted in a glorious victory to our arms. On the
morning of May 4th, we left Bristow Station and marched to
Germania Ford on the Rapidan via Rappahannock Station,
where we crossed the Rappahannock on a bridge.
We passed over the Rapidan on a pontoon bridge about 4
p.m., May 5th, and had marched about 3 miles when we
heard the noise of the cannons' thunder for the first time
this campaign, went into camp, and during the evening,
there was a terrific fight from 4 to 6 miles in front of us. It
was the heaviest infantry firing I have ever heard. We first
had orders to pitch our shelters and to have our knapsacks
packed and ready to march at a moment's notice. In a few
minutes the orders came, not to pitch the tents but to be in
rest--being ready at any moment to march. We laid
ourselves down and listened to the terrific roar of musketry,
and tried to sleep, we were very tired, for we had marched
about 20 miles. The enemy was repulsed and in an hour or
two it was quiet, save anon came the sharp crack of our
picket rifles which was kept up all night. We slept until 1
o'clock, May 6th, then we were routed up, eat a hearty
breakfast of hard bread and coffee, and between 1 and 2
o'clock we were on the march to the front. We got there
about 6 a.m.; our Div. 9th Corps was placed on the left
centre of the line of battle. The Reg't was deployed as
skirmishers, and soon the rebel missiles came whizzing
through the trees with the characteristic zip when it struck.
The surgeons went to the rear, and Div. Surgeon Webster of
the 9th N.H. having selected a site for the Hospital in a run
about a mile in the rear, we made our preparations for the
reception of the wounded, and in the course of an hour they
began to come in. About noon orders came from McDonald,
Corps Medical Director, that we must move farther back as
a battery on the hills near to us would open on the enemy

Raffle winners were: John Cogan (Our newest member.
Welcome John!), Don Streeter, Nancy Miville, Dave Curtin,
Bob Coburn, Steve Floyd, Alice Evans, Abby Brunelle, and,
of course, Jeanette Cook!

Friday, May 13, 1864
Caledonian (St. Johnsbury, Vt)
The Sanitary Commission.
The following item from the New Orleans Times illustrates
the practical workings of the Sanitary Commission. What
makes it more interesting is the fact that the "boys"
mentioned belonged to the 8th regiment:
"A circumstance came under our knowledge a few days
since, that serves to show where the money goes of the
Sanitary Commission. Three boys belonging to one of the
veteran regiments, that have recently left New Orleans for a
short visit to their Northern homes, were accidentally left in
this city. They had placed their money in the hands of their
officer--their knapsacks were on the boat, thus leaving them
perfectly destitute. The case was stated to the Sanitary
Commission, and after a strict and satisfactory examination
into the circumstance and the character of the boys, they
were provided by the Commission, Rev. F. G. Williams,
chaplain of the St. Louis Hospital, with a blanket, a change
of undre-clothing, and seven days' rations each.
Surely the people will never tire of giving to this mamouth
charitable and patriotic Commission."
In the list of killed in the battle of Thursday we notice the
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soon and would be likely to bring a reply from them, so that
we should be in danger of being shelled out. We moved the
Hospital about a mile farther away in the woods.
Friday was the day of the hardest fighting, and the most
wounded were brought in that day. On moving the Hospital
the last time we got near the right and above a mile in the
rear of our line of battle. About 7 p.m., the Rebs. gave their
usual hideous yells and charged the right of our line held by
the 6th Army Corps.--It broke and fled in a panic and the
Rebs. came yelling on. Soon the blue coats came running
on, in perfect disorder, panic stricken, with the utmost fear
depicted upon their countenances. The major part of a
Reg't came rushing through the woods where our Hospital
was, over the wounded pell mell; on they went, creating
among the wounded, the surgeons and attendants, the same
panic, and three-fourths of the wounded up and left as best
they could, also the surgeons and attendants. The soldiers
as they came rushing out of the woods were stopped and
made to face the enemy, a line being thus formed. The
reserves soon came hurrying up on the double quick.
Several batteries were placed in position all shotted, with
men in position to give them a warm reception did they
attempt to pursue their advantage.
The feelings of the poor fellows who could not move, as seen
in their countenances, can better be imagined than I can
describe them. The panic was soon over and confidence was
restored by a band playing Yankee Doodle. We had three
lines of men beside artillery in the rear. The first line was
just at the edge of the woods where our Hospital was. Your
humble servant, when he saw the blue legs come running in
so fast, left his work of recording the names of the wounded,
their rank and reg't, brig., div. and corps, the region of the
wound and its extent, for the hospital record, and saddled
his horse about as lively as possible, and when saddled,
awaited orders from the Surgeon in charge, Sherman
Cooper of the 6th N.H.V. He soon gave us orders to fall
back to the rear to Div. Headquarters. Darkness soon came,
and during the night every thing was straightened out and
in the morning another Hospital was established farther in
the rear. There was a lull in the work on Saturday--Sunday
it was resumed. The Rebs. were beaten all along the line
and retreated towards Richmond, followed closely by our
advancing column.

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to new members John Cogan and returning
former member Margaret Moore.

Steve Floyd
CONGRATULATIONS to RT member Steve Floyd on
his new book entitled “Commanders and Casualties
at the Battle of Gettysburg.”

TIME TO RENEW YOUR ROUNDTABLE
MEMBERSHIP
If you have not already done so, it is time to renew your
membership for the year. Membership runs from March
through February. When completing the membership form,
please remember to include your email address. We are
striving to send as many newsletters as possible by email, as
printing and mailing costs consume a large portion of our
treasury. Also, sending by email helps us to be able to get
additional information that may come up between meetings
to you quickly.
Thank you for supporting your Roundtable.
As of this date, a large portion of our membership has
already paid their dues. Thank you!

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2014 - March 2015 Membership Rates
Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________
Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________
E-mail address:______________________

Treasurers Report
Gail Blake

__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

Beginning Balance: $1272.16
Speaker Expenses: $180.00 (meal, hotel, airfare)
Donation to National CW Museum: $250.00
Newsletter and Stamps: $24.85
Hotel Coolidge: $372.25
Deposit: $627.40 (meals, raffle, memberships,
donations)

Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___

PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER
JCT., VT 05001.

Balance: $1072.46
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Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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