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“BRIG. GENERAL CADWELL &  

ORDERLY URIAH N. PARMELEE” 

NORMAN MACLEOD 

         TUESDAY May 10, 2016 

     BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

         WHITE RIVER JCT.,  VT 

 

 
6 p.m. – Social Hour 

6:15  - Catered Buffet Dinner by Big Fatty’s 
6:45 – Business Meeting 

Program and question and answer period 
 to follow business meeting. 
Book raffle.  Adjournment 

 
For members to attend the meeting, the cost is 
$2.00 per person, non-members, $5.00 each. 
If you would like to join us for the buffet, the price 
will be $12.00 per person.  For reservations please 
contact Gail Blake by Monday noon, May 9, 2016.   
802- 296-2919 or at auntis@comcast.net  
 
Meal will be:  
Menu: 
Glazed Carrots 
Homemade Garlic Mashed Baby Bliss Potatoes 
Chicken w/Biscuits & Gravy 
 

 
Norman MacLeod 

 
Norman MacLeod, rector of St. James Episcopal Church in 
Woodstock, Vermont will be speaking about Uriah 
Parmalee, a Connecticut cavalryman who participated in 
most of the battles fought by the Army of the Potomac from 
1862 to 1865. His article Uriah Parmelee’s Ordeal: A 
Connecticut Yankee’s Abolitionist Principles and the Reality 
of the Civil War will appear soon in the Proceedings of the 
2011 Dublin Seminar for New England Folklife. 
 

2016 List of Speakers 

June 14– Brian Jordan – Gettysburg College.  Will talk 
about his new book on Union veterans and the unending 
effects of the war. 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Mon. -  May 2 - 12:45 pm; Abraham and Mary 
Lincoln: The Long and the Short of It ; Moultonborough 
(NH) Lions Club, Old Route 109; Hosted by the 
Moultonborough Women's Club with funding from New 
Hampshire Humanities; Free and open to the 
public; Information: 603-539-4310 

May 2 - SUGAR RIVER CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 
7PM - 9:00PM - EARL M. BOURDON CENTER,  
67 Maple Ave, Claremont, NH. Keeping building on your 
left, drive toward back of building to Arts & Crafts room 
entrance. Program:  DVD:  Medal of Honor:  Civil War. 
Evening speaker:  Sutlers in the Civil War.  Anyone 
with similar interests is welcome. Contact Eric at 603-298-
7776 or a1yankeebarber@yahoo.com 
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May 18– NEKCWRT- Vince Feeney -  Irish 
Immigration to VT - 1840-1860 & Irish in Civil War. 
For more information, contact Joan Huguenin at  
802-754-6402 or PoohBahToo@hotmail.com 
 
Thurs., May 26 - 6 pm; A Soldier’s Mother Tells Her 
Story - Speaking as Betsey Phelps, the mother of a Union 
soldier from Amherst, New Hampshire who died heroically 
at the Battle of Gettysburg, Sharon Wood offers an 
informative and sensitive reflection on that sacrifice from a 
mother's perspective. Wood blends the Phelps boy's story 
with those of other men who left their New Hampshire 
homes to fight for the Union cause and of the families who 
supported them on the home frontUpper Valley Senior 
Center, 10 Campbell Street, Lebanon, NH; with funding 
from New Hampshire Humanities; Free and open to the 
public; Information: 603-448-4213 
 
May 20 – CWRT of NH – 25th anniversary – 7 p.m. - 
FREE performance by "The Hardtacks," a Civil War 
band who play period music on period instruments.                
Special raffle tickets are being sold at $2 each or 3 for $5.  
It's a 50/50 PLUS raffle. The first winner gets a choice of 
50% of the money received or THE COMPLETE 
TIME/LIFE CIVIL WAR SERIES!!! This series is out-
of-print and estimated value is about $150. The second 
place winner gets the prize not chosen by the first place 
winner. 

In addition to the music and raffle, our friends from the 
Civil War Roundtable of the Merrimack will be presenting 
to The Hardtacks the Stephen Foster Award  for 
perpetuating the cultural importance of the music of this 
time in history. 
 
Don't forget to check out our web site for info on these 
meetings and other great things like a bit of our history and 
our meeting schedule. 
www.cwrt-nh.org   email: cwrtnh@gmail.com 
 
Vermont History Expo – Tunbridge, Vermont – 
June 18-19 – H2 0 – The Power of Water in 
Vermont History  

GENERAL STANNARD HOUSE PROJECT  

As most of you are probably aware, there is an effort going 
on to stabilize and restore General Stannard’s house in 
Milton, Vermont.  For more information on donating to this 
project, please check out their web site or mail a donation 
to: 

General Stannard House Fund 
c/o Milton Historical Society 
13 School Street 
Milton, VT 05468  

http://www.generalstannardhouse.org/donate.html 

VERMONT CEDAR CREEK EVENT 
 

(Lew and I received the following message from Eric 
Campbell, Ranger at Cedar Creek.) 
 
Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National Historical Park 
(located in Middletown, Virginia) is planning a special 
event, "Vermont at Cedar Creek Weekend” on June 24-26.  
This event will consist of a series of free special ranger 
programs, a “History at Sunset” program, living history 
encampments and demonstrations, along with the re-
dedication of the 8th Vermont Monument, which was 
restored by the National Park Service last year.  All of these 
programs and activities will explore the role Vermont troops 
played in the Battle of Cedar Creek, fought on October 19, 
1864. 
 
I am reaching out to all of your publications and 
organizations, in the hopes that you can help us promote 
this event throughout Vermont.  I am attaching the official 
press release, along with a promotional flyer that contains 
the schedule of events. 
 
The highlights of the weekend's activities and programs 
include: 
  Participation of noted Vermont historian Howard Coffin, 

who has written and lectured extensively on 
Vermont in the Civil War, and State Senator Joseph 
Benning, who was instrumental in the creation of a 
Vermont state historical marker on the battlefield, 
dedicated during the battle’s 150th anniversary 
commemoration in 2014.  Coffin will begin the 
weekend’s events by speaking on Vermont in the 
Civil War during the “History at Sunset” program 
on Friday, June 24th.  Both Coffin and Benning will 
also participate in the re-dedication of the 
8th Vermont Monument on Saturday, June 25th.  

• Living history encampment and firing demonstrations by 
the 3rd Vermont "Hemlocks" 

• Re-dedication of the 8th Vermont monument --The story 
of the 8th Vermont is one of the most famous 
incidents related to battle.  Belonging to a brigade 
that sacrificed itself during the early morning hours 
of the battle, the regiment lost nearly 70 percent of 
its men.   In 1885, a simple monument was erected 
to honor the sacrifices of the regiment, one of only 
three veteran-placed monuments on the 
battlefield.  The National Park Service cleaned and 
refurbished the monument and the surrounding 
commemorative fencing last fall, restoring it its 
original appearance. 

I am also attaching some photographs of the 8th Vermont 
monument (both before and after the restoration).   
 
Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National Historical Park 
(CEBE)  is a fairly new unit of the National Park Service.  
Although created in 2002, public operations didn't begin 
until 2010, and the NPS Visitor Contact Station only opened 
in 2013.  We are still attempting to better promote the park 
and the various programs, events and activities of the 
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National Park Service and its partners. 
 
Any assistance you can provide us in helping to spread the 
word about this special event would be much appreciated.  
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, 
suggestions, ideas concerning additional organizations, 
Vermont media or individuals that the park should contact, 
etc. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Eric Campbell 

TREASURER’S REPORT                                                     
Gail Blake 

Beginning Balance:  $2889.43                                         
Expenses:                                                                                 
Donation to CWT for Powers Hill at Gettysburg: $200                                                                                        
Speaker expenses:  $63 (dinner, maple syrup and travel 
expenses) Please note that charges for Patrick’s hotel 
room have not yet posted, that expense will be 
included in next months’ report.                                                                            
Big Fatty's:  $307.57 (food, tax, and gratuity)                                                                                                       
Paper Goods:  $20 (paper plates, “silverware,” and bottled 
water)                                                                                     
Deposit:  $583 (meals, raffle, donations, and dues)                               
Petty Cash:  $85                                                                    
Balance:  $2966.86 

WORLD WAR I GROUP 
Four people have started to meet monthly since this year is 
the centenary of the start of the war. We will cover topics in 
chronological order. At the moment, we are meeting on the 
4th Monday at 1 pm in the Cafe next to the Coolidge, but this 
may change. If you want to come or want more information, 
contact Peter Sinclair [802-584-3280] or David Curtin 
[802-633-2536]. 
 

April RT Meeting 
 

     Another great meeting.  We had 32 for dinner and 
another 5 for the meeting only.  We had a number of guests, 
including Matt George from the Capital District (Albany) 
Civil War Round Table. 
     As always, Patrick Falci gave a very enjoyable program as 
A. P. Hill.   
     As of our meeting, there were 28 people signed up for the 
May trip. 
     We voted to send a $200 donation to Civil War Trust to 
help save property on the Gettysburg Battlefield near 
Powers Hill.   
     Our raffle was born by Whitney Maxfield, Dave Coburn, 
Alice Evans, Ruth Perrinez, David Mayhew, and one of our 
guests, Joanne.   
 

Banjo Dan Lindner 
 

As most of you know, Banjo Dan did get the money he was 
looking for to start his next CD project.  Our RT did receive 
a nice “thank you” note from him.  We should be hearing 
from him soon regarding our “gift(s)”.  FYI, he will be 
performing on May 29 at: 
 
Briggs Opera House 
Sunday, May 29 – 7 PM 
5 South Main Street 
White River Junction, VT 
Yellow House Media presents a night of bluegrass and top 
quality acoustic music with Banjo Dan’s Bluegrass Review 
with traditional bluegrass from The Sky Blue Boys – 
featuring Banjo Dan and Willy Lindner – founding 
members of Banjo Dan & The Midnite Plowboys, and 
followed by Bob Amos & Catamount Crossing who have 
emerged as one of Vermont’s top bluegrass bands and 
perhaps the best acoustic outfit currently performing 
around New England. With a repertoire featuring Amos’ 
award-winning original songs and banjo picking, 
Catamount Crossing features stirring vocals along with 
outstanding instrumental work on fiddle, mandolin, guitar 
and string bass. 
Banjo Dan’s Bluegrass Review features a full set by each 
group, with The Sky Blue Boys recreating the earliest 
sounds of bluegrass and Catamount Crossing delivering the 
full-bore five-piece sound of the best of today’s bluegrass. 

 
THE HISTORY AND ORIGIN OF MEMORIAL DAY 

IN WATERLOO, NEW YORK 
 

The story of Memorial Day begins in the summer of 1865, 
when a prominent local druggist, Henry C. Welles, 
mentioned to some of his friends at a social gathering that 
while praising the living veterans of the Civil War it would 
be well to remember the patriotic dead by placing flowers on 
their graves.  Nothing resulted from this suggestion until he 
advanced the idea again the following spring to General 
John B. Murray.  Murray, a civil war hero and intensely 
patriotic, supported the idea wholeheartedly and marshaled 
veterans’ support.  Plans were developed for a more 
complete celebration by a local citizens’ committee headed 
by Welles and Murray. 
On May 5, 1866, the Village was decorated with flags at half 
mast, draped with evergreens and mourning black.  
Veterans, civic societies and residents, led by General 
Murray, marched to the strains of martial music to the three 
village cemeteries.  There impressive ceremonies were held 
and soldiers’ graves decorated.  One year later, on May 5, 
1867, the ceremonies were repeated.  In 1868, Waterloo 
joined with other communities in holding their observance 
on May 30th, in accordance with General Logan’s orders.  It 
has been held annually ever since. 
Waterloo held the first formal, village wide, annual 
observance of a day dedicated to honoring the war dead.  On 
March 7, 1966, the State of New York recognized Waterloo 
by a proclamation signed by Governor Nelson A. 
Rockefeller.  This was followed by recognition from 
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Congress of the United States when the House of 
Representatives and the Senate unanimously passed House 
Concurrent Resolution 587 on May 17th and May 19th, 1966 
respectively.  This reads in part as follows:  “Resolved that 
the Congress of the United States, in recognition of the 
patriotic tradition set in motion one hundred years ago in 
the Village of Waterloo, NY, does hereby officially recognize 
Waterloo, New York as the birthplace of Memorial Day…” 
On May 26, 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson, signed a 
Presidential Proclamation recognizing Waterloo as the 
Birthplace of Memorial Day. 
 
(From the Waterloo, New York web site.)  
 

In Memory of Gail’s Great-Great Uncle, 
Benjamin Franklin Strong, Co. H – 

 11th Vermont who died of wounds suffered at 
Cold Harbor on June 9, 1864 

 
Letter sent by Benjamin Franklin Strong to his children on 
February 22, 1864, about 4 months before he was killed in 
the Battle of Cold Harbor.  It is addressed to his daughter, 
Ada, but written to her and her brother, Warton. 
 
Fort Slocum DC Feb 27, 64 
 
My Dear Children 
     I will & write a few lines tonight to let you know where we 
all are.  My health is first rate & your uncles doesn’t ???.  I 
have been down to the city today & I went to see Uncle Will.  
He has been very sick but is getting better.  He was up with 
his clothes on today & will be out in a few days.  He looks 
rather thin as he has been pretty hard sick.  I feel sorry that 
I did not go to see him the other day. before I wrote you last.  
If I had I should not written as I did for he has not had the 
smallpox & not even the periodic but a sort of biliousness 
fever.  His name was put down on the list of names to be 
discharged but when the surgeon came around he was sick 
so the surgeon did not say much to him but said he would 
see him again in a few days.  That was last Monday or 
Tuesday I think.  He probably will be discharged as soon as 
he is out of the hospital for most all of his company are 
being discharged.  I hope he will at least.  I am curious what 
stories they will tell out here.  We don’t know a thing by 
what we hear in town.  I got to his camp today.  I was told 
that he was discharged and had gone home so I asked for 
Bill Blackburn & a man came in & he said he would go with 
me to see him.  I was glad to find him as well as he was.  I 
am sorry I wrote that he had got the smallpox & I never will 
write anything again until I know certain.  I won’t go by any 
hearsay.  Jacob Levi & I had a good time at the city.  We 
went all over the city pretty much.  We went into the Capitol 
& all through the grounds around it & I tell you it is worth 
going around to me.  Then we went into the Patient office 
but we did not see half of it as it would take a week for 
anyone to see all there is in the buildings.  The National Fair 
is being held in the Patent Office.  I did not go into the hall 
but I looked in & it looked splendid.  We stood around until 
we got tired & we got into the tour cars & rode about 2 miles 
& we footed 2 miles more home.  We got in at 9 o’clock.  

Pretty tired but I am glad we went.  I got three dollars on my 
furlough for sometimes while I am not at home.  It came in 
play as I was all out & when we would be feed off again is 
more than I can tell, but I hope before many days.  One will 
be mustered again for two months pay next Monday & 
probably when we are paid we will be paid for 4 months.  I 
had a letter today from ????.  She has been sick but is better 
now.  She says she will write to you as soon as she is able.  If 
she writes you must write a good letter as you can.  She says 
tell Ada & Warton that if she ever is their mother she will 
never knowingly give them any cause to grieve for she 
knows too well what sorrow is to ever cause others to be sad 
& I think she will never do anything to make anyone 
unhappy if she knows it for she is very tenderhearted & very 
sympathetic & is a great lover of children.  I have not heard 
from that widow for a long time & I guess she has dried out.  
I hope so at last for I don’t care to have her write to me.  We 
are having very nice weather here at this time.  It has not 
rained for a number of days & the roads are dry & will & fast 
as good a footing as it ever was in the summer.  Well it is 
near roll call so I must close.  Write often as you can & I will 
answer.  Give my love too all & take a good more to 
yourselves. 
     Good night. 
                  To Ada & Warton from 
                                 Father 
                   Benjamin F. Strong 
 
(Thanks to Gail for allowing us to share his letter.) 

 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2016 - March 2017 Membership Rates 

 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
 
  renewal ___ 
 
 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
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