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STEVE HIER 

“ GAMING THE CIVIL WAR” 

 MAY 14, 2019 

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

       
     6:00 Social Hour 

                                   6:15 Buffet Dinner  
6:45 Business Meeting 

7:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, THURSDAY, MAY 9.  Cost per 
person for the meal is $13.00. For reservations 
please contact Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 
802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 
PLEASE DON’T FORGET THAT WE ARE BACK TO 
TUESDAY EVENING MEETINGS! 
 

Menu: 
 
Lasagna Marinara (Vegetarian) 
Mixed Greens Salad w/Maple Balsamic Vinaigrette  
Petite Meatballs Marinara  
Soft Rolls w/Whipped butter 
Dessert 

 
Gaming the Civil War 

Steve Hier 
 
What if General Ewell had tried to take that hill on July 1, 
1863?  What if General McClellan had hit Lee with 
everything he had all at once at Antietam?  Could you have 
done any better than any of the historical Civil War 
commanders did?  The hobby of conflict simulation gaming 
-wargaming - gives you a chance to answer questions like 
that.  Wargames are tabletop games designed to simulate 
actual battles, campaigns, or wars.  (Think Monopoly or Life 
on steroids.) 
 
We will "play" a bit of one game as a group.  Steve will bring 
his collection of Civil War games.  He will talk about them 
and the mechanics behind them.  Each table can open one 
or two and we will talk about the contents.  Steve will also 
set up a couple on tables for display purposes and will also 
have some "miniature' games set upon tables - miniature in 
this case meaning essentially toy soldiers.  We will run 
through a few turns of one of the miniature games together 
as a group with different folks participating (rolling dice, 
etc.). 
 
Receiving a Blue and Gray Battle Set at Christmas when he 
was 10 turned Steve Hier into a Civil War enthusiast and a 
life-long wargamer.  He will introduce us to the wargaming 
hobby and how it tries to simulate warfare during the Civil 
War.  Steve is just completing his 39th year as the Chief 
Financial Officer for the Springfield, Vermont School 
District.  Steve is a resident of Ascutney, Vermont and a 
long time member of the round table. 
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2019 Program Schedule 
 

June 11 – Vignettes About the Civil War From 
Roundtable Members 
 
Sept. 10 – Peggy Pearl – Director of the St. 
Johnsbury History Center  
 
Oct.  8 – Gary Morgan – “Andersonville Raiders” 
 
Nov. 12 – Keith Wooster – Teaches Army Junior 
ROTC at North Country Union High School in 
Newport, VT – “Union and Confederate 
Mobilization During the Civil War.”  
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings: 

May 15 – NEKCWRT- William (Bill) McKone (Likes 
to be called Liam).  “G.A.R. and Sons of Veterans of 
the Civil War” - 6 p.m. – Eastside Restaurant, Newport, 
VT. 
 
May 17– CWRT OF NH – Gary Morgan, 
writer/historian to speak about his upcoming book 
on the “Andersonville Raiders.” Epping Town Hall, 
Epping, NH. Doors open about 6:45 and meeting begins at 
7:15pm.  www.cwrt-nh.org  
 
May 17 – Friday – 7:00 P.M. - Come visit with 
Abe Lincoln – AKA Steve Wood.   
The program will recount his early life and his connection 
with New Hampshire, and will end with a reading of the 
"Gettysburg Address." Along the way he will comment on 
the debates with Stephen Douglas, his run for the 
presidency, and the Civil War. - SOLDIERS MEMORIAL 
BUILDING, Lebanon, NH - Sponsored by:  The Lebanon 
Historical Society & The NH Humanities Council and 
Hosted by The Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
(Note:  If you haven’t been inside this building before, now 
is a perfect time.  So much Civil War as well as other war 
history there.)   
 

WWI Group 
 

This group meets monthly on the 4th Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Veteran’s Administration hospital cafeteria.  
If you want to come or want more information, please 
contact Peter Sinclair (802-584-3280) or David Curtin 
(802-633-2536).   
 

MINUTES FROM MAY MEETING 
 
 We had 27 people at our April meeting to listen to a terrific 
program by Rob Grandchamp. 
 
Bob Coburn read a letter from Jeanette Cook.  She decided 
to wait one more month before heading back to our RT 
meetings.  Wants to play it safe and practice getting in and 
out of her car!  We look forward to seeing her in May.   

Raffle books were won by Brian Smith, Bob Coburn, David 
Mayhew, who brought his wife along, Lu Penny, Don 
Streeter, Frank Bonnett and James Bacon.   
 
NOTE:  We still have two Troiani prints we 
would like to find homes for:  “Rebel Yell” and 
“Gray Comanches.”  
 

JUNE RT MEETING 
Vignettes about the Civil War  
from Roundtable Members:   

from John Mudge 
 

As both individuals and as a group, we have a great interest 
in the Civil War.  We have visited museums and battlefields, 
have personal libraries, have read many books, and we may 
have our collections of Civil War Memorabilia.  A year ago 
several members gave brief presentations about how they 
became interested in the Civil War— It was a combination of 
family research, a teacher, a class project, or something else 
that resulted in life-long interests in the Civil War.  This 
June we will be having several more presentations from 
members and we are also suggesting that they talk about 
some other vignettes that they have found in their studies 
and readings that are perhaps not widely known.  These 
may be little vignettes that when put together tell a bigger 
story.  There is much about the Civil War that even the most 
professional historians miss, but the June program will 
perhaps put together a little bit of the missed information 
and allow us to share with the whole membership the 
interesting twists and turns that our personal research has 
uncovered. 
 

April 2019 Treasurers Report 
 

Beginning Balance: $3961.31 
Expenses:  
Speaker: $174 (meal, maple syrup, and speaker fee) 
Maple Street Catering: $329.00 (food, tax, delivery, and 
gratuity) 
Deposit: 
 $895 (meals, donations, raffle, memberships, Troiani print 
sale) 
Petty Cash: $143 
Ending Balance: $4,496.31  
 

GMCWRT BEGINNINGS – May 1995 
 
Our May meeting will be another musical extravaganza led 
by Green Mountain Civil War Round Table member Robert 
W. Allen.  Songs of the Civil War, Part 2, Campaigns 
Political and Military, is the sequel to last years musical 
program, which was one of our most popular and best-
attended meetings ever!  Please make your reservations 
soon and plan to join us in an evening of period song!! 
 
The meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 9th at Than 
Wheeler's Restaurant, next door to the Hotel Coolidge in 
downtown White River Junction, Vt.   
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Camp Talk 
 
Last months joint gathering between the GMCWRT and the 
Northeast Kingdom CWRT was a huge success, with about 
70 people in attendance, including members of the Vermont 
Hemlocks.  The GMCWRT was wel represented by 15 
members and 2 guests.  Many thanks go to Professor Joan 
Tomasi for her fine portrayal of Sarah Lowe, a volunteer 
army nurse from New Hampshire, who worked in 
Washington, D.C. during the war.  Joan has a bibliography 
available if anyone is interested in learning more about 
Sarah Lowe. 
 
Tidbits 
Anecdotes, Poetry & Incidents 
by Lois Eagan 
 
Professor Joan Tomasi, N.H. Technical College, gave us 
an outstanding first person account of "Lady Nurse:  Union 
Army Volunteer Nurse - 1862."  We brought a guest and he, 
along with about 70 others, were mesmerized by her 
performance in period dress, including bonnet, apron and 
marble cross. 
After hearing Joan, I went searching for a paper a dear 
friend in Ashland, MA had sent on June 4, 1986.  The title 
was:  Doctor's orders --a civilian nurse's lot circa 1860. 
The dilemma the nursing profession currently finds itself in 
has its roots in organized nursing's beginnings a century 
ago, when women, unless eccentric, weren't supposed to 
have professions or ambitions other than marriage.  Nurses 
were treated as quasi-servants, and the hospitals which 
trained and employed them exercised considerable control 
over their lives, as evidenced by the following proclamation 
which outlines a nurse's duties in one hospital five years 
after the end of the Civil War.    
In addition to caring for your 50 patients, each nurse will 
follow these regulations: 
1.  Daily sweep and mop the floors of your ward, dust the 
patient's furniture and window sills. 
2.  Maintain an even temperature in your ward by bringing 
in a scuttle of coal for the day's business. 
3.  Light is important to observe the patient's condition; 
therefore, each day fill kerosene lamps, clean chimneys, and 
trim wicks.  Wash windows once a week. 
4.  The nurse notes are important in aiding the physician's 
work.  Make your pens carefully; you may whittle to your 
own individual taste. 
5.  Each nurse on day duty will report each day at 7 a.m. and 
leave at 8 p.m., except on the Sabbath on which day you will 
be off from 12 noon to 2 p.m. 
6.  Graduate nurses in good standing with the director of 
nurses will be given an evening off each week for courting 
purposes, or two evenings each week if you go regularly to 
church. 
7.  Each nurse should lay aside from each pay-day a goodly 
sum of her earnings for her benefits during her declining 
years, so that she will not become a burden.  For example, if 
you earn $30.00 a month you should set aside $15.00. 
8.  Any nurse who smokes, use liquor in any form, gets her 
hair done at a beauty shop, or frequents dance halls, will 

give the director of nurses good reason to suspect her worth, 
intentions and integrity. 
9.  The nurse who performs her labors, serves her patients 
and doctors faithfully and is without fault for a period of 5 
years, will be given an increase by the hospital 
administrator of 5 cents a day, providing there are no 
hospital debts that are outstanding.   

 
Edwin C. Hall 

10th Vermont Regiment 
 

     Edwin C. Hall was 17 years old when he attended the 
“War Meeting” on September 11, 1862 at the Brookfield 
Church and joined Company C, of the 15th Vermont 
Regiment. 
     In 1863, he reenlisted with Company G, 10th Vermont 
Regiment.  He kept a roster of the Co. G men and what 
happened to them—less than half of them returned to 
Vermont.  He also kept a map of the routes of marches and 
where various battles were fought and from this he figured 
they (as a regiment) marched 2,067 miles, were transported 
by boat 1,400 miles and by rail 1,090 miles, not including 
detours nor countermarching. 
     He was wounded in the knee at Cold Harbor on June 1, 
1864, in the thigh at the Battle of Petersburg on April 2, 
1865 and was captured during the Petersburg campaign but 
managed to escape in the confusion of battle. 
     Edwin wrote home frequently and his letters are 
interesting and often amusing.  After the war, he wrote 
several manuscripts about his experiences.  The letters, 
manuscripts and other memorabilia were donated to the 
Vermont Historical Library. 
     He was very active in the Grand Army of the Republic 
(GAR) and died at the Old Soldiers Home in Bennington, 
Vermont, at the age of 68.   
 

Cassius Peck 
 

Cassius Peck was a private in Co. F, 1st Vermont 
Sharpshooters and received a Medal of Honor citation:  
“Took command of such soldiers as he could get and 
attacked and captured a Confederate battery of four guns.  
Also, while on a reconnaissance, overtook and captured a 
Confederate soldier.”  
 

David and Alonzo Whitney 
 

     Brothers David and Alonzo Whitney and their brothers-
in-law, Alpheus Cheney and Edwin Sprague enlisted from 
Brookfield, Vermont, and served in the Union Army during 
the Civil War.   
     David Whitney and Edwin Sprague both enlisted on 
September 11, 1862, in Company C, 15th Regiment at the war 
meeting held at the Brookfield Church. 
     Alonzo Whitney and Alpheus Cheney both enlisted on 
August 1, 1862 in Company G, 10th Regiment.  The previous 
year, they both taught at the Coolidge School in Plymouth, 
Vermont, and sent letters back to the Coolidge family about 
their experiences. 
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If you would like to learn more about David and Alonzo 
Whitney and Alpheus Cheney and Edwin Sprague, you can 
check out the complete story on:  
http://whitney.echomaryland.net 
 
(The above is from the Brookfield Historical Society News, 
October 2011, Volume 78, Issue 2.)   

 
Memorial Day 

 
In 1920 Calvin Coolidge was the president. Today Coolidge 
is remembered as a man of few words. That was not true on 
Memorial Day, 1928 when he spoke from the rostrum at 
Gettysburg.  At 3,115 words, Coolidge’s remarks were the 
longest presidential address given in the National Cemetery, 
(at least so far). 
Coolidge noted that Gettysburg is “one of the great historic 
battle grounds on this continent. In the magnitude of its 
importance it compares with the Plains of Abraham, with 
Saratoga, and with Yorktown… (and is associated with) one 
of the greatest addresses ever delivered by one of the 
greatest men ever in the world, Abraham Lincoln. Coolidge 
mentioned that U.S. Treasury had thus far paid out between 
six and seven billion dollars in Civil War pensions, and at 
the time of Coolidge’s remarks was still paying out 
$200,000,000 annually to veterans, widows, and orphans 
and another $560 million to veterans of the World War. 

 
TIME TO PAY YOUR ROUND TABLE DUES! 

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBER RALPH EPIFANO.   

 
 

 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
Gail Blake 
55 Orizzonto Road 
White River Jct., VT  05001 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2019— March 2020 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
 
 
 


