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ALL IN PERSON  
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 

CANCELED THROUGH THE  
END OF JUNE 2021. 

 

 
 
Unfortunately, the Bugbee Center has partially 
reopened, but limited to 10 people!  That, of 
course, will not work for us.   We have decided 
to cancel all our meetings through the end of 
June 2021. 
 

2020/2021GMCWRT JOURNEY 
On To Richmond, Lets Try Again 

September 13–17, 2021 
 
So, as life begins to return to something resembling normal, 
I am happy to say that all of our previous plans are still a 
“go!”  Same, guides, same hotel, same Bob!!!  That’s not to 
say that there might be tweaks to our itinerary, but I don’t 
anticipate any major changes, we might even have some 
pleasant surprises.  I thank you all for hanging in there 
during this difficult time.  I hope you and yours are all well 
and safe, and I look forward to seeing you in September. 
The main focus of our time together will be to take an up 
close and personal look at the US Colored Troops, their 

contributions to the military effort, the trials and travails 
they experienced, and how that all fits into their story and 
ours.  We will spend one day at New Market Heights and the 
surrounding area, one day in Richmond visiting museums, 
the new visitors center, Hollywood Cemetery, and more, 
and one day at Petersburg.  Our guide for New Market 
Heights will be Bert Dunkerly, Park Ranger at Richmond 
National Battlefield Park, president of the Richmond 
CWRT, and a good friend of our friend Patrick Schroeder.  
Tim Talbott, Director of Education at Pamplin Park will be 
with us as we tour the Petersburg area. 
Cost for the trip will be approximately $773, per person 
based on double occupancy. Final cost will fluctuate 
depending upon the number of travelers, the more the 
merrier! Included are: deluxe RT motorcoach 
transportation from WRJct, 4 nights lodging at the Fairfield 
Inn and Suites, Sandston VA, breakfast each day, 3 lunches, 
most dinners, all guide and admission fees, information 
packet, onboard refreshments and entertainment.   
$75 deposit per person will hold your spot. Checks can be 
made out to GMCWRT and sent to Gail Blake, GMCWRT, 
55 Orizzonto Road WRJct VT 05001. Deadline to sign up is 
July 31st.  
Hope you can join us, bring a mask, and bring a friend! 
 

Did You Know? 
 
Two per cent of the U.S. population (North and South) were 
killed during the Civil War.  To put that into perspective, 
consider the following analogy:  A little over 0.5 million 
Americans have died of Covid-19 to date.  If two per cent of 
the U.S. population were to die of Covid-19, the death toll 
would be 6.6 million Americans.  This is about equal to the 
current population of the state of Indiana. 
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There was at least one military engagement on every single 
day of the four years of the Civil War, resulting in 10,455 
distinct military events. 
Before the start of the war in 1860, Mississippi and South 
Carolina had more slaves in their populations than free 
citizens.   
 
(The above is from the March issue of The Knapsack, the 
Raleigh Civil War Newsletter.)  
 

WALL STREET JOURNAL ARTICLE 
April 24, 2021 

 
On Saturday, April 24, there was a column in the Wall Street 
Journal about books on the Civil War entitled, "Five Best On 
The Confederates' Lost Cause" by John Reeves, author of "A 
Fire In the Wilderness: The First Battle Between Ulysses S. 
Grant and Robert E. Lee."   
 
The five books listed are:  "The Marble Man" by Thomas 
Connelly, (1977) about Robert E. Lee, "Confederates In The 
Attic" by Tony Horwitz (1998),"Pickett's Charge in History 
and Memory" by Carol Reardon (1997), "The False Cause" 
by Adam Domby (2020) and "Dixie's Daughters" bye 
KarenCox (2003).   
 
From John Mudge:  This might be an interesting collection 
of books for summer reading or a longer pandemic.     
 
However, they are not all non-fiction books!      
 

LOOKING BACK – MAY 1997 
The Full Duty Banquet 

  
The success of the Full Duty Banquet at St. Johnsbury's 
Lincoln Inn was a tribute to the excellent planning of the 
Vermont Civil War Council.  Special thanks are due to 
Howard Coffin and Senator James Jeffords, and to all the 
people who contributed so much of their time to the effort. 
Jack Anderson sent the following letter of thanks to T. Jeff 
Driscoll, for his contribution; a thorough account of the 
Vermont Brigade's courageous conduct at the Battle of Lee's 
Mills on the Warwick River in Virginia. 
  
Dear Jeff: 
  
     On behalf of the Vermont Civil War Council; 
(representatives from the Green Mountain Civil War Round 
Table, the Northeast Kingdom Civil War Round Table, the 
Vermont Civil War Hemlocks, and the Sons of the Union 
Veterans, Vermont Department), and in honor of Senator 
Jim Jeffords and his efforts to preserve our Civil War 
heritage, I am enclosing the check from our fund raising 
efforts associated with the Full Duty Award.  After all 
expenses were taken care of, we netted $3,251.94 for the 
Brandy Station Campaign. 
     This is our largest undertaking to date and we are proud 
that we can assist the APCWS to acquire, preserve, and 
eventually interpret the Brandy Station field. 
     Thanks for coming to Vermont to help with our Full Duty 

Banquet.  You helped to make it a success. 
Sincerely yours, 
Jack Anderson 
for the Vermont Civil War Council  
 

4th Vermont Infantry Regiment 
Bennington Zouaves 

  
To Arms, To Arms 
  
One Hundred Able Bodied MEN WANTED for the Zouave 
Company now being organized in Bennington and soon to 
join the 
  
First Zouave Regiment of Vermont,  
  
to be mustered into the State service as soon as the same 
shall be filled -- to serve three years unless sooner 
discharged. 
  
Those who enlist in this Company will receive the full pay of 
the United States soldiers and $7 per month additional from 
the State.  They will also be entitled to the bounty lands and 
additional pay, granted by the United States to Volunteers.  
This regiment will be supplied with the latest improved 
arms. 
  
J. E. Pratt 
Recruiting Officer 
  
Bennington, Aug. 10th, 1861  
  
Pratt's idea to form a 100-man all-Zouave Company did not 
happen.  By October 1961 he had signed up 79 men for his 
proposed Zouave Company A, Fourth Regiment.  Evidently 
that October, 1861, was the last mention of the Bennington 
"Zouaves."  According to the "Revised Roster of Vermont 
Volunteers," Pratt's complete 79-man list, together with 
many others, comprising Company A, and a full 
complement of the Fourth Regiment from all over the state 
does not mention Zouaves.  
  
Many of the Zouave units were abandoned early in the Civil 
War.  Perhaps because their colorful uniforms made them 
perfect targets.  
  
Note:  Some of this information is from an article written by 
Charles G. Bennett on Vermont in the Civil War 
 

Testing Your Civil War IQ! 
 

The term “mudsill” referred to: 
 

A. Northern Democrats who favored a negotiated 
peace. 

B. Yankees, as called derisively by Southerners. 
C. Earthworks that were constructed to protect gun 

emplacements. 
D.  A lazy or cowardly soldier. 

Answer on Page 4. 
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MEMORIAL DAY 
By Stephen Seitz 

 
     Memorial  was once more than just a day off. 
      One of two holidays to rise from the Civil War (the other 
being Thanksgiving).  Memorial Day is intended to 
remember those who have died in the nation’s service.  
Originally called Decoration Day, its first observance as we 
know it occurred on May 30, 1868, after General John 
Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, issued General Order No. 11, which established 
the holiday.  By 1890, most of the northern states observed 
Memorial Day.  The South started recognizing the holiday 
after World War I.  Starting in 1971, Memorial Day was 
moved to the last Monday in May. 
     Vermont contributed more of its young men, per capita, 
to the Union cause than any other state.  In addition to the 
many officers and men who served with distinction, if not 
recognition, there are several notable Civil War soldiers 
buried in Windham County, with no fewer than four 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipients. 
     Let’s take a moment to remember them. 
     Col. George W. Hooker is the “Hooker” of the Hooker-
Dunham Block on Main Street in Brattleboro.  He was 
awarded his medal for bravery at the Battle of South 
Mountain, Maryland on September 14, 1862. 
     South Mountain pitted about 13,000 Confederates 
against 36,000 Union soldiers, resulting in 2,340 casualties 
for the North and 2,900 casualties for the South.  The battle 
was significant because Robert E. Lee’s first attempt to take 
the war north was stopped there. 
     Hooker served as First Lieutenant of Company E, 4th 
Vermont Volunteer Infantry.  His citation reads “Rode 
alone, in advance of his regiment, into the enemy’s lines, 
and before his own men came up received the surrender of 
the major of a Confederate regiment, together with the 
colors and 116 men.” 
     He is buried at Prospect Hill Cemetery in Brattleboro.  
Interestingly, none of this is mentioned on his tombstone. 
     Also buried at Prospect Hill is Civil War veteran and 
Vermont Congressman Kittredge Haskins, who represented 
the Second District from 1901 to 1909.  He was honorably 
discharged in 1863 after being wounded in battle and 
pursued a long career in Vermont law, and was one of the 
first trustees of the Brattleboro Free Library when it was 
organized in 1883. 
     Frank G. Butterfield, who ultimately rose to the rank of 
general, was a First Lieutenant, Company C, 6th Vermont 
Infantry at the battle of Salem Heights, Va. on May 4, 1863.  
This was part of the second Battle of Fredericksburg; the 
first took place back in December and the Union took a 
bloody beating thanks to the incompetence of Union Gen. 
Ambrose Burnside.  His successor, Gen. Joseph Hooker, 
vowed not to let that happen twice, and this time around  
was able to capture the strategic position of Marye’s 
Heights.   
     Butterfield’s citation reads, “Took command of the 
skirmish line and covered the movement of his regiment out 
of a precarious position.”  His medal was issued on May 4, 

1891, exactly 28 years after his bravery.  He is buried in the 
Saxtons River Cemetery. 
     Captain Charles G. Gould, Company H, 5th Vermont 
Infantry, is generally considered to be the first Union soldier 
who made it over the wall to the Confederate side at the 
Siege of Petersburg, Va. on April 2, 1865, close to the end of 
the war.  He paid heavily for the privilege:  According to his 
Medal of Honor citation, Gould was “among the first to 
mount the enemy’s works in the assault, where he received a 
serious bayonet wound in the face, was struck several times 
with clubbed muskets, but bravely stood his ground, and 
with his sword killed the man who bayoneted him.”  He is at 
Windham Central Cemetery in Windham. 
     The battle at Lee’s Mills, Va. in April 1862 ought to have 
ended the war right there, but Union Gen. George McClellan 
did not bother to attack; apparently he did not know he 
outnumbered the Confederate force by five to one.  By the 
time he got around to it on the 16th, that advantage was 
gone.  The Vermont brigade went in first, and although 
McClellan lost, the Vermonters’ bravery was noted in 
newspapers across the country. 
     Sergeant (later Captain) Edward A. Holton, Company I, 
6th Vermont Infantry, “rescued the colors of his regiment 
under heavy fire, the color bearer having been shot down 
while the troops were in retreat,” according to his citation.  
His grave can be found at the Old Westminster Cemetery. 
     In the Christ Church cemetery in Guilford lies General 
John Wolcott Phelps, who was graduated from West Point 
in 1836, one of six future Civil War generals from that class.  
He served in the Seminole Wars in 1836-7, and in the 
Mexican War before resigning in 1859 to work toward 
ending both slavery and the Masonic Order.  He returned to 
military service for the Civil War, was commissioned as a 
colonel, and given command of the 1st Vermont Volunteer 
Infantry.  Soon promoted to brigadier general, he captured 
Newport News, Va.  In early 1862, he was the first officer to 
recruit black soldiers to the Union cause, but he quit the 
army in disgust when the black recruits were simply used as 
laborers.  He ran for president in 1880 on the anti-Mason 
American party ticket, garnering 707 votes nationwide. 
     The Stoughton brothers, Edwin and Charles, can be 
found at the Immanuel Cemetery in Bellows Falls; both 
served as generals. 
     As a colonel, Charles commanded the 4th Vermont 
Volunteer Infantry, serving at Chancellorsville and at 
Gettysburg.  He took a bullet in the right eye during the 
fighting on July 1, 1863, leaving him half blind.  He left the 
army in 1864, and was promoted to brigadier general the 
following year in honor of his service. 
     Edwin’ career was somewhat less spectacular, even 
though he was the brother who went to West Point.  He left 
the army just before the war began, and later volunteered to 
come back, commanding the 4th Vermont Infantry.  In July 
1862, he took five months off, but when he came back he 
was somehow appointed brigadier general, becoming the 
youngest general in the army at the age of 24. 
     Edwin’s units were stationed in Washington; that ended 
on March 8, 1863, when, in a daring night raid on Edwin’s 
camp, Confederate Col. John Mosby’s men snuck through a 
number of armed soldiers in the middle of the night and 
kidnapped Edwin right from bed.  (The Confederates also 
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captured 32 others).  He was held in Richmond’s Libby 
Prison from March until May, when he was exchanged.  By 
that time his commission had expired and he wasn’t offered 
another.  He moved to New York City, practiced law, and 
died on Christmas Day, 1868. 
     Many of these monuments are slowly deteriorating under 
the assault of acid rain from the Midwest; remember our 
heroes while you can.  
 
Answer to the Civil War IQ:  B 
 

General Stonewall Jackson died on  
May 10, 1863. 

 
General Daniel Edgar Sickles died on  

May 3, 1914.  He was 90 years old.   
 

May 2021 Treasurer’s Report 
 

Starting Balance:  $2263.55 
Deposit: $505.00(dues, donations) 
Petty Cash: $135.00 
Ending Balance: $2,903.55 
 
On May 28, 1863, the First Black Regiment, the 
54th MA, left Boston. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ART STACY! 
 

DUES ARE DUE ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2021— March 2022 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
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