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LINDA RADTKE 

“THE VERMONT CIVIL WAR 

SONGBOOK” 

           TUESDAY, OCT. 8, 2013 

 HOTEL COOLIDGE 

 WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
6:00 P.M.  Social Hour 

6:30 Buffet Dinner 
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting 

7:30  Program, followed by discussion 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, Oct. 7.  Cost per person for the dinner is 
$16.75. For the meeting and program only, there is NO 
CHARGE FOR THIS PRESENTATION.  For 
reservations please contact Gail Blake at 
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

COLD SALAD/SOUP 
TOSSED SALAD 

COFFEE/TEA 
COOKIES 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

BECAUSE THIS IS A VERMONT HUMANITIES 
COUNCIL PROGRAM WE CANNOT CHARGE FOR 

THE PROGRAM.  WE WILL, HOWEVER, BE 
HAPPY TO TAKE DONATIONS AT THE DOOR. 

 
LINDA RADTKE 

 
Linda Radtke, mezzo-soprano, has served as the principal 
alto soloist for the Mozart Festival and the Gilbert and 
Sullivan Players with the Oriana Singers, and is a founding 
member of Robert DeCormier's professional vocal 
ensemble, Counterpoint. She also sings with a vocal quartet, 
Ah!Capella, sponsored by the Vermont Symphony 
Orchestra, which brings music to Vermont schools.  She 
toured the state with a Vermont song recital sponsored by 
the Vermont Historical Society.  She works for Classic 
Vermont, WCVT 101.7 hosting Vermont Notes, a radio 
program focusing on the Vermont classical music scene, and 
the Classic Vermont Choral Hour, on Sunday mornings. 
  
A recording of many of the songs from the program is 
available from the Vermont Humanities Council.  
(www.vermonthumanities.com) 
 
The Vermont Civil War Songbook 
 Linda Radtke, singer 
Arthur Zorn, piano 
  
Dressed in period costume, Linda Radtke shares songs 
popular in Vermont during the Civil War and letters from 
citizens  from the White River area. From sentimental songs 
about the girl back home, “The Maid of Lamoille” to satirical 
ballads “Grafted into the Army”  and “Yankee Robinson at 
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Bull Run,” Radtke traces the evolution of tone in  Vermont 
popular song, from patriotic to elegiac as the war 
continued.  Decoration Day songs, also, changed in mood as 
the anger toward the Confederacy abated (“The Blue and the 
Gray”).   Radtke also shares popular songs that reflect the 
social concerns of Vermonters during the period: 
temperance and child welfare. (“The Rag Picker’s Child.”)  
The  Vermont Civil War Songbook features the sheet music 
collection at the Vermont History Center;.  Seeking to make 
a local connection, Radtke reads letters from the soldiers 
and dedicates the songs to those from the White River area 
who served in the Civil War. 
 

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

 

2013-2014 Program Schedule 

Nov. 12  - Civil War letters reading by Round Table 
Members  

Dec. 3 – Dan Weinfeld – “John Quincy Dickinson, 
7th Vermont” 

2014 

Jan. 11 – Saturday - Mike Pride – His newest book:  
“Our War: Days and Events in the Fight for the 
Union.” 

Feb. 8 – Saturday – Steve Sodogren – “Vermont 
Brigade on the Peninsula” 

March 8 – Saturday – Alan Brunelle – “Barksdale’s 
Brigade” 

April 12   - Saturday - Wayne Motts, CEO, 
Harrisburg, PA,      Civil War Museum 

May 13 – Tuesday evening – Professor Leslie Butler  
- “Lincoln as Communicator-in-Chief.” 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 

winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

To Oct. 14, 2013 – “Soldiers and Citizens” exhibit at 
New England Via Vermont in Alburgh Village.  
Focus on Civil War soldier and family back home.  
Displays on medicine, ladies, soldier life, veterans, 
scoundrels and more.  For information, (802) 796-
3665; www.newenglandviavermont.net 
 

To Dec. 20, 2013 – Norwich University - “These 
Honored Dead:  Private and National 
Commemoration” exhibit about Norwich 
University alumni from both sides of the conflict 
during 1863.  Focus on military draft, prisons, 
mourning rituals.  Free.  For information, see 
www.norwich.edu/museum 

New Hampshire Historical Society  
Soldiers, Sailors, Slaves and Ships: The Civil War 
Photographs of Henry P. Moore (through March 31, 
2014) 
This exhibition of Civil War photographs vividly depict 
soldiers from New Hampshire and the world they 
encountered in the South.   Location: 30 Park Street, 
Concord, NH - Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  Admission: Free  Contact: 603/228-6688 
 
The Vermont Historical Society - third exhibit at 
the Vermont Heritage Galleries: Service & 
Sacrifice: Vermont’s Civil War Generation, Barre, 
VT – through 2013 
 
  Artifacts, documents and photographs throughout 
the exhibit tell the story of individual Vermonters during 
and after the war. On display for the first time since its 
acquisition, will be a scene from the Grand Panorama of 
the late War, a 6-foot by 150-foot long painting by Charles 
Andrus in the 1890s depicting ten scenes from the Civil 
War. 

 Also featured will be a selection of Civil War flags 
from the State of Vermont’s collection. These iconic, strong 
symbols for the soldiers will be rotated onto display 
throughout the course of the exhibit. One of the most 
notorious stories documented in the exhibit are the exploits 
of carpetbagger Marshal Harvey Twitchell, a daring Union 
soldier who served in the Vermont Brigade. 
  Photography, a relatively new technology in 1861, 
realistically showed for the first time the drudgery and 
horrors of war to the people at home. George Houghton 
traveled from Brattleboro to photograph the Vermont 
troops in Virginia. A selection of Houghton’s photographs 
on exhibit will include panoramic images of the military 
encampment as well as close-up shots of individuals around 
the camp. 
Call (802) 479-8500 or go online: www.vermonthistory.org. 
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October 2 — The Rewards of Risk: Two Civil War 
Admirals. Acclaimed Civil War historian James M. 
McPherson traces the careers of two Civil War admirals 
with contrasting personalities: Samuel Francis Du Pont, 
who captured Port Royal Bay in 1861 but failed to capture 
Charleston in 1863, and David Glasgow Farragut, who 
captured New Orleans in 1862 and Mobile Bay in 1864 as 
well as helped capture Vicksburg and Port Hudson in 
1863.A First Wednesdays lecture. Hosted by the Norwich 
Public Library. Norwich Congregational Church, 15 
Church St, 7:00 pm. Lucinda Walker, (802) 649-1184. 
 
Oct. 4 – 5:30 – 7:00 pm – American Precision 
Museum - James McPherson, George Henry Davis 
’86 Professor Emeritus of U.S. History, Princeton 
University; Pulitzer Prize, Battle Cry of Freedom, 
and Howard Coffin, Civil War historian and author, 
Something Abides: Discovering the Civil War in 
Today’s Vermont will discuss the war. Sponsored 
by Mimi Baird, Woodstock, Vermont 
 
Oct. 9 —  NEKCWRT – Col. Keith Wooster 
Commandant of JROTC at NCUHS comparing 
Sherman’s March and the Bombing of Germany in 
WWII.  Eastside Restaurant, 47 Landing St., Newport, VT - 
7:00 pm. Tyler Alexander, (802) 881-2568. 
 
Oct. 11 – NHCWRT – Kevin J. Weddle, Ph.D. 
(retired colonel) from the U.S. Army War College, 
Carlisle, PA – “Lincoln’s Tragic Admiral:  the Life of 
Samuel Francis DuPont.”  For more information please 
check out their web site at www.cwrt-nh.org 
 
October 20 — Arming the Union: Vermont 
Gunmakers and the Technology that Shaped 
America. During the Civil War, the Union army fielded 
more than two million men, most of them armed with newly 
made, highly accurate rifles. In this illustrated lecture, 
historian and museum curator Carrie Brown explores the 
critical role that Windsor, Vermont, played in producing 
technology that won the war and changed American life and 
popular culture even after the war ended. Hosted by the 
Brookfield Historical Society. Brookfield, Pond Village 
Church, 49 Ridge Rd, 4:00 pm. Gary Lord, (802) 276-
3927. 
October 23 (special date) — The Civil War and 
American Art. Senior curator at the Smithsonian 
American Art Museum Eleanor Jones Harvey examines the 
impact of the Civil War on American art, looking to 
photography and genre painting as a way of understanding 
the human cost of war, and landscapes as a barometer of the 
nation’s psyche.A First Wednesdays lecture. Hosted by the 
Rutland Free Library. Rutland Free Library, 10 Court 
St, 7:00 pm. Randal Smathers, (802) 773-1860. 
 
Nov. 16 – 1:00 PM - Franklin Pierce Manse, 
Hillsborough, NH - Sons of Union Veterans 
Remembrance Day Event – Alan Brunelle – “The 5th 
New Hampshire Regiment” – Refreshments will be 
served.   

NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN PRECISION 
MUSEUM IN WINDSOR 
  
For the second straight year, our Civil War exhibits, Full 
Duty and Arming the Union are among the State's Top Ten 
Civil War 'things to see and do' in Vermont.  We also have a 
great lineup of events posted on our website at Upcoming 
Events.  The museum is open everyday from Memorial Day 
weekend to October 31, from 10:00am - 5:00pm.  Free 
admission on Sundays. 
  
Sheila Brannan 
Visitor Services 
American Precision Museum 
196 Main St.  PO Box 679 
Windsor VT 05089 
802.674.5781 (p) 
802.674.2524 (f) 
sbrannan@americanprecision.org 
www.americanprecision.org  
Sign up for our e-Newsletter 
Like us on Facebook 
 

“Speakers Needed” for the November 
GWCWRT Meeting 

 
 The history of the Civil War is rich with letters and 
diaries.  Last year two of our speakers talked about the 
books that they had written based on different collections of 
letters.  At our November meeting we are looking for 
members to read from letters and diaries that they have 
come across in the course of their own readings and 
studies.  The letters and diaries that you select should have 
been written at the time of the Civil War.  They should not 
be memoirs written after the war— we may read them 
another time.  The material that you select may be from a 
soldier to their family at home or from a family member at 
home to a soldier off at war.  The letters can be Union or 
Confederate.  These may have been previously published 
letters and diaries that you have come across or you may 
own the originals.  These letters and diaries may have been 
written by an ancestor or just be material that you have 
come across and you believe they say much about the Civil 
War and that era.  The “speakers” will be the letter writers 
and it will be their voices that we hear at our meeting.  You 
may want to give either a brief introduction or conclusion 
when you speak, but we’ll let the authors of these letters and 
diaries be our speaker.  If we are lucky, we may be able to 
have pictures of the authors to share as the letters and 
diaries are read.  Please contact me if you have material that 
you want to read and share.    If you do not have something 
to read but want to participate, please contact me and I can 
loan you one of several books that you can read through to 
find a passage to read.  --  Many thanks,   John Mudge   
DurandPress@aol.com  or  603-795-4350.      
 
Did you know that at a fund raising auction in 
October 1863 the original Emancipation 
Proclamation sold for $3,000?   
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LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES RESEARCH 

By Tom McKenna 
 

I spent last week (first week in September) in DC doing 
research for my Civil War book in the LOC (Library of 
Congress) and NARA I (National Archives I at 8th & PA). 
Lots of new procedures. At NARA the Reader's Card now 
expires after only one year but you can load it with $$ so it 
also serves as a copy card. One less item to juggle. If you 
have $$ left on it when you go back for a renewal, that same 
value is transferred to the new card, so take old cards with 
you; that also makes obtaining a new Reader's Card easier. 
  
Before going to either NARA or the LOC, check their 
websites for hours (sometimes different in summer) and 
any closures. Doing that I learned that NARA would be 
closed on Sep. 9th, so I did the LOC that day. 
There was a notice posted at NARA that Vermont, Union 
Army, Civil War Service Records will not be available until 
further notice because they have been pulled for digitalizing. 
This means they will eventually be available online. 
  
For a couple reasons, we drove but I don't recommend it. 
The interstates are more crowded and dangerous than ever. 
Next trip, if we ever go to DC again, we'll go by train to 
Union Station and then take the Metro. On the way home 
we stopped to see the National Civil War Museum in 
Harrisburg, PA. It was excellent and I recommend it. 
However, it is hard to find, even following their online 
directions from the interstate. 

 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

 
Beginning Balance:  $2,236.74 
Deposits (dues, dinner, raffle):  $665.00 
April and May Newsletters :  $49.70 
Hotel Coolidge:  $437.50 
Speaker expenses to date:    $124.26 hotel 
                                 Dinner:    $  33.50 
Newsletter:  $24.85 
RT Flyers:  $68.50 
Deposit:  $483.50 
Balance:  $2,031.63 

 GMCWRT 2014 BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY 
 
I have kicked around several ideas for our 2014 journey and 
have finally settled on one that I hope will be exciting a little 
different.  I have spoken to the folks at the Friends of the 
Wilderness Battlefield and they have heartily endorsed a 
plan for us to attend the reenactment in May.  They are 
working diligently to finalize the schedule for events at the 
Wilderness and the surrounding area.  Plans for our visit 
will be based on that schedule.  We will also visit the 
surrounding area, mostly Orange county.  I have feelers out 
for hotel rooms and motorcoach pricing, those should be 
finalized soon.  I hope that this trip will provide us with a 
very unique and educational opportunity and that you will 
all join us!  Dates for the trip will be May 1st - May 5th.  I 

will keep you  updated as our plans develop. 
  
Best Regards to all! 
  
Gail 
 

LEBANON, NH, HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
From Mary Davis 

 
(Recently Mary attended a presentation at the Lebanon 
Historical Society on men who had enlisted from Lebanon, 
NH.  She sent the following information to include in this 
newsletter.)   
 
Fran Hanchett has been researching the Lebanon Civil War 
Soldiers, and those buried in our cemeteries for the past 
several years. She has found that there are five Civil War 
soldiers buried in Lebanon who have no grave stones, and 
two whose stones are badly damaged. Also there are 88 
stones with no military credit. The federal government will 
not supply the stones without permission from the families. 
After 150 years, this is an impossible request. Ricker 
Funeral Home will order the stones (at their cost), store 
them, and place them as their donation. When the stones 
are ready to be set, the SUV-CW and 5th NH will have a 
dedication ceremony. Five Lebanon businesses have already 
adopted the five soldiers without stones, leaving the two 
whose stones are badly damaged and the 88 others needing 
adoption. The 88 stones without military credit will get foot 
stones on their graves. Approximately half of the 88 are 
Vermont soldiers. The cost for the stones is 
ranging from $160 to $200 (depending on the amount of 
engraving needed for the individual stone). There is a 
Confederate Soldier without any recognition as well. For 
more information, or to donate, Fran can be reached at 
Fran.Dupuis@comcast.net  or 603 - 448 – 4503.  If you 
think this is something that members of the RT would be 
interested in doing, either as a group or individually, Fran is 
willing to speak to the RT and bring a list of the names of 
the soldiers, so people can adopt a specific soldier.  

HONORING OUR ANCESTORS 

As we have in the past, we will be honoring our Civil 
War ancestors in the November issue of the Camp 
Griffin Gazette.  If the editor already has your 
information from previous years, there is no need to 
contact me.  If I don’t have the information, and 
you’re a member of the GMCWRT, please send me 
your ancestor(s) name, Regiment, Company, rank, 
and how he/they are related to you as soon as 
possible.   

I would be more than happy to include more 
information if you have it available.  

September RT Meeting 
 

We had 26 for dinner and 4 people for just the program, and 
what a FANTASTIC program it was!  As far as your 
newsletter editor is concerned, one of the best, if not THE 
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best RT meetings I’ve ever attended!  Pat Falci was VERY 
entertaining.  Thank you so much to our new Program 
Committee for putting this together and for working so hard 
to put together a wonderful program of speakers for this 
coming year. 
 
We had three visitors attend from the NHCWRT:  John 
Manuele, Alan Brunelle, and Steve Floyd.   
 
Our raffle was won by Alan Cheever, John Mudge, Ron 
Holm, Laura Ward, Tony Gow, and, of course, Jeanette 
Cook!   

 

Caledonian – Friday, October 9, 1863 
   
THE DRAFT IN 3D DISTRICT—Resulted as follows: 
     Total Drafted,            2,170 
 
      Exempted for physical disability,       625 
            “            for alienage,                         205 
            “            other causes,                        265 
       Commuted,                                             390 
       Furnished substitutes,                          204 
       Substitutes who deserted before 
         Delivery at general rendezvous,          11 
       Sent to general rendezvous,                 115 
       Deserted,                                                 283 
       Causes not yet disposed of,                    72 
                                                                       2170 
                                                             
                       Caledonian – October 23, 1863 
ALLOTTED PAY.—Assignees and others holding orders for 
allotted pay of the 2d and 11th Regiments, and Companies F, 
E and H Sharpshooters, are hereby notified that returns 
have been received for July and August, and this office is 
prepared to pay the sums received in the usual way.  The 
settlement of the clothing account of the 11th Regiment will 
explain the fractional amounts received for members of that 
regiment. 
           J. B. Page, State Treasurer. 
 

Vermont Phoenix, Thurs., October 22, 1863 
From the 1st Vermont Cavalry. 
OFFICIAL REPORT. 
Headquarters First Vermont Cavalry, 
Grove Church, Va., Sept. 20th, 1863 
P.T. WASHBURN, 
Adjt and Ins. Gen. of Vermont. 
SIR:  I beg leave to submit the following brief report of the 
part taken by this regiment, (the first and second 
batallions,) in the recent operations by our cavalry against 
the enemy. 
 We left our camp, near Falmouth, Va., at one 
o'clock, P.M., on Saturday September 12th, 1863, and 
proceeded with the division to which we are attached to 
Kelley's Ford.  Crossed the Rappahannock river early the 
next morning, Sunday, 13th inst., and arrived in the vicinity 
of Culpepper Court House, at about twelve o'clock M., 
where our cavalry were briskly engaged in skirmishing with 

the enemy's cavalry and artillery, driving them towards the 
town. 
 The regiment was immediately directed by Gen. 
Kilpatrick--commanding division--to move to the left of the 
town, and endeavor to cut off a portion of the enemy's force 
stationed in that direction; but a stream of water running 
along the border of the village, had become so much swollen 
by the rain of the day before, as to render it unfordable, and 
thus prevent these instructions from being carried out.  We 
then received orders to charge into town, which we did,--
passing through--capturing eight prisoners, and one gun 
with carriage horses, &c., complete, and occupied a knell on 
the south side of the village, where the regiment was 
subjected to a very severe artillery fire from the enemy's 
guns, stationed at our front and left.  We were here directed 
by Gen. Custer, commanding brigade, to attack the force 
occupying the woods to the left of the town, and holding the 
road leading in the direction of Orange Court House. 
 Companies E and I of the first battallion, were sent to the 
right--dismounted--and engaged the skirmishers of the 
enemy's left.  The second battallion (companies B, C, H and 
G,) under Capt. Adams, being sent forward charged the 
enemy, driving them from the road, and through the woods 
back under the protection of their artillery, capturing 
twenty-six prisoners.  The fight at this place continued for a 
considerable length of time, three separate charges having 
been made by our men.  The force in front of the second 
battallion, largely out-numbering their opponents, and 
being strongly supported, rallied and gained a temporary 
advantage, during which time they succeeded in removing 
their artillery stationed in our front.  A movement on our 
flanks was at one time attempted, but it failed in its 
purpose, the enemy being compelled to retire.  The repulse 
of the enemy along the whole line, being at this time--four 
o'clock P.M.,--complete, they retreated in the direction of 
the Rapidan river.  The pursuit was continued until dark, 
but their forces did not make a stand before crossing. 
 The commanding officer being temporarily disabled 
during the engagement by the bursting of a shell, the 
command was turned over for a short time to Capt. Adams. 
 The engagement lasted nearly four hours during 
which time, the regiment was continually under fire.  We 
captured forty prisoners during the day, the enemy leaving 
several killed and wounded on the field. 
 All the officers and men did their whole duty, and 
are entitled to great praise for their bravery and good 
conduct.   
 Accompanying this, is a list of the casualties. 
 I have the honor to be, 
 Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
 WILLIAM WELLS, 
 Major Com'dg 1st Vermont Cavalry. 
 
Vermont Journal, Saturday, October 31, 1863  
REPORT OF THE ADJ. AND INSP. GENERAL.-- 
 This is a very interesting and important document 
and should be widely circulated and read in this State.  It 
exhibits in a very lucid manner what Vermont has done to 
sustain Government and put down the rebellion, giving the 
number of men which have been raised, a list of officers, the 
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location, the services rendered, the losses sustained and 
present condition of each regiment now in the field; also the 
losses of several of the regiments which have returned 
home.  The State has furnished 13,992 three years men and 
4,833 nine months men, being our full quota required by 
the general government until the order for the draft.  Under 
the draft Vermont was required to raise 4,713 men.  Since 
that 318 drafted men have entered the service, 630 men 
procured substitutes and 1833 have paid the $300 
commutation, leaving 1,934 men yet to be raised by draft or 
otherwise.  Of the three years men but 6,150 are on duty and 
the 9th regiment which has been in no battle, has a less 
number on duty than any other regiment. 
 Some of the regiments we notice are destitute of 
Chaplains--a fact which should receive attention.  The care 
exercised by the state of the sick and disabled men is also 
set forth and merits special commendation. 
 
Farmer’s Cabinet, Amherst, NH, October 29, 
1863 
Conscripts and substitutes sent from Concord to Long 
Island, Tuesday forenoon were those destined to fill up the 
New Hampshire 5th regiment.  A portion of the officers and 
a guard of the regiment accompanied them.  The entire 
regiment is expected to leave for the army soon, with its 
ranks filled with conscripts and substitutes. 
The New Hampshire Quota for the 300,000 Volunteers will 
be, we understand, between 3700 and 3800, or about four 
regiments.  It is believed that the privilege of forming them 
into regiments before leaving the State will be granted. 
The whole of the 5th regiment have been ordered to the 
Potomac army their places at Concord to be filled by one of 
the New Hampshire regiments now in the field.  
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Jct., VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Hampshire Patriot, Oct. 28, 1863 
The larger portion of the 5th regiment have left for the seat 
of war, and the balance are to leave this week.  It has been 
filled up with substitutes.  The two companies of Invalids 
recently stationed at Portsmouth, have taken the place of 
the 5th as guard to that “pen.” 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2013— March 2014 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
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