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PLEASE NOTE THAT WE ARE HAVING TIER
TWO THIS MONTH AT $19.25 PER MEAL
Please see Pages 5 & 6 for an explanation of
the different “Tiers.”

MICHELLE SHERBURNE
“ST. ALBANS RAID”
TUESDAY, OCT. 14

Michelle Arnosky Sherburne

HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT

Originally from Pennsylvania, Michelle’s family moved to
Vermont in 1976. Her father is Jim Arnosky, nationally
renowned children's book author and illustrator with over
150 books published. He is a non-fiction naturalist who
teaches children about wildlife and nature. So she grew up
around authors, editors, and artists, basically the publishing
field.

6-6:30 Social Hour
6:30 Buffet Dinner
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting
7:15 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment

Michelle has been a writer since high school and started
working in a weekly newspaper two days after high school
graduation and has been in the business ever since. She has
freelanced for magazines and newspapers all along, finding
that history features are her strength.

Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, Oct. 13. Cost per person for the meal is
$19.25. For reservations please contact Gail Blake
at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.

Dinner will be
Macaroni & Cheese
Pasta with red sauce/alfredo sauce
Southwestern Chicken and Bean Casserole
Goulash
Tuna Noodle Casserole
hot vegetable
salad bowl (and bread if not otherwise with the entree)
cookies/brownies/or chef's choice dessert
coffee/tea/decaf and punch

She has been married 27.5 years. She and her husband built
a home in Newbury 24 years ago and have raised their son
in Vermont. He is a junior at Johnson & Wales in
Providence, RI, pursuing a culinary and sommelier career.

Sherburne published “Abolition and the Underground
Railroad in Vermont” with The History Press in 2013. She
is the production manager and graphic designer at
Journal Opinion in Bradford, VT. She volunteered with the
Peacham Historical Association in Peacham, VT, and their
Vermont in the Civil War project, co-editing the Peacham
Historical Society’s “A Vermont Hill Town in the Civil War:
Peacham’s Story.”
Oct.. 2014

of events like Appomattox, and memorializing the war once
it was over.”
The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:

May 12 – To be determined
June 9 – Angela Smythe – “Richmond Grays Photo”
via Skype

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/

RT Program Schedule – 2014-2015
November 11	
  –	
  Remembrance	
  Meeting	
  	
  -‐	
  Honor an
ancestor at the November meeting. Everyone is invited to
think about ONE ancestor who fought in the war and make
a few brief comments. To help you, you may want to
consider writing out your comments and reading them.
Comments might include: Name of ancestor, relationship
to you, where born, occupation before the war, where he
fought, occupation after the war, when died and where
buried. Comments should be brief and not a complete
biography. For example: “Theodore Dummerston was born
in 1840 in Putney, Vermont, and was working on a farm in
Westminster, New Hampshire at the outbreak of the war.
He served in the 17th Vermont and was wounded at
Gettysburg. After the war he returned to Putney where he
ran the general store and raised a family of six children. He
died in 1910 and is buried in Putney. His photograph, war
diary, and some of his war letters are on the table.
Theodore Dummerston was my great-great-grandfather.”
If you have pictures of or letters from your ancestor, please
display them on a table at the meeting. If you want to
prepare a hand-out that people can take, that’s fine. If you
have period clothes / re-enactment clothing, you are
encouraged to wear that. President and Mrs. Lincoln will be
joining us for the meeting and he will make a few brief
remarks. There will be a sheet at the October meeting for
people to sign-up on or you can email me:
DurandPress@aol.com. -- Thanks -- John Mudge.	
  

Saturday, October 11 at 1:00pm
Vermont in the Civil War is pleased to announce the
dedication of the recently rediscovered gravesite of John
Carr Wells, Private, Co. G, 2nd Vermont infantry, at the
Fairmont Cemetery, Wolcott, VT. Family, friends, and
citizens of Wolcott are invited. Please see their web site for
more information:
https://www.facebook.com/events/569752946480267/?ref
=6&ref_notif_type=plan_user_invited
Tues. Oct 14, 7:30pm; Abraham and Mary Lincoln :
The Long and the Short of It; living history presentation
by Steve & Sharon Wood, hosted by the New London
Historical Society with funding from the NH Humanities
Council; free and open to the public; 603-526-4275
October 17 – NH Civil War Round Table – Mike
Pride – “Our War – Days and Events in the Fight for
the Union.” Epping Town Hall, Epping, NH. For
more information:
https://sites.google.com/site/cwrtnhhome/welcom
e-to-the-cwrt-nh

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER
2015

October 23 — Arming the Union: Vermont
Gunmakers and the Technology that Shaped
America. During the Civil War, the Union army fielded
more than two million men, most of them armed with newly
made, highly accurate rifles. In this illustrated lecture,
historian and museum curator Carrie Brown explores the
critical role that Windsor, Vermont, played in producing
technology that won the war and changed American life and
popular culture even after the war ended. Hosted by the
Weathersfield Proctor Library. Ascutney, Martin
Memorial Hall, 5259 Route 5, 6:30 pm. Nancy
Tusinski, (802) 674-2863.

Jan. 10 – To be determined
Feb. 14 – Steve Sodergren – “Civil War
Soldiers’ Stress”
March 14 – Peter Sinclair – “GMCWRT’s
Wilderness Tour Report.”
April 11 – Professor Jere Daniell - “Upper Valley
Towns During the Civil War”; he describes the topics to
be covered as including “the role of towns in mobilization,
aid to those who did the fighting, funding of substitutes for
those who were drafted but didn't want to serve, celebration
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Tues Oct 28, 10:30 am, A Soldier’s Mother Tells Her
Story, living history presentation by Sharon Wood as the
mother of a Union soldier killed at Gettysburg; Pittsfield
Community Center, 74 Main Street, Pittsfield, NH;
presented with funding from the NH Humanities Council;
free and open to the public; all are also invited to luncheon
following the program; information at 603-435-8482

examines Norwich University alumni who served as military
surgeons, the history of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
from the Civil War to the present. The exhibit will also
present the stories of Norwich alumni who played a
significant role in the United States Colored Troops, African
American combat units that fought in the battles of 1864 as
well as Norwich University Corps of Cadets response to the
St Albans Raid in October 1864. Image: Medal of Honor
recipient, Edward B. Williston, and his horse, ‘Pony,’
Norwich University Archives. Sullivan Museum &
History Center, Norwich University, 158 Harmon
Dr, Northfield, Vermont (802) 485-2183
http://www.norwich.edu/museum/

November 3 — A High Price to Pay, A Heavy Burden
to Bear: One Family’s Civil War Story. Abel Morrill,
Sr., was an early settler of Cabot, Vermont. He was a
respected farmer and maple sugar producer for much of the
19th century. His story reflects the hardship and heartbreak
suffered by those who lived at the time of America’s greatest
conflict, the Civil War. David Book’s portrayal of Abel
Morrill profiles life before the war and life as it was affected
by the war. Drawing on primary resources, Book’s
monologue describes with historical accuracy life in mid19th century Vermont and is a story that could be repeated
by many families in every town in Vermont during this era.
Hosted by the Hardwick Historical Society. Hardwick
Historical Society, 47 Depot St, 7:30 pm. Elwyn
Daniels, (802) 586-7565.

May 24-Oct. 13, 2014 – Coolidge Family – “The
Coolidges, Plymouth and the Civil War” at President
Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site, Plymouth Notch.
Exhibit of artifacts, letters, photographs about Civil War’s
impact on the town and how President Coolidge’s interest in
Civil War history was reflected in his professional, personal
life. Open daily 9:30-5:00. For more information, contact
(802) 672-3773 or
www.HistoricSites.Vermont.gov/Coolidge

Free & Safe By appointment and mid-May - late
October, daily - A VERMONT SESQUICENTENIAL
Top 10 Exhibit
Free & Safe is a new exhibit at Rokeby Museum, a National
Historic Landmark and Underground Railroad site
described as “unrivaled” by the National Park Service.
The provocative exhibit Free and Safe introduces Simon
and Jesse – two fugitives from slavery who were sheltered at
Rokeby in the 1830s. The exhibit traces their stories from
slavery to freedom, introduces the abolitionist Robinson
family who called Rokeby home for nearly 200 years, and
explores the turbulent decades leading up to the Civil War.
Once a thriving Merino sheep farm, Rokeby retains eight
historic farm buildings filled with agricultural artifacts
along with old wells, stone walls, and fields. Acres of
pastoral landscape invite a leisurely stroll or a hike up the
trail. Picnic tables accommodate lunch outdoors.
Rokeby Museum, 4334 Rte. 7, Ferrisburgh,VT
(802) 877-3406 www.rokeby.org

To Oct. 13, 2014 – Vermont, Soldiers & Citizens –
Free museum at New England Via Vermont in Alburgh
village. Focus on the Civil War soldier and family back
home. Displays include St. Albans Raid, medicine, ladies,
children, soldier life, scoundrels, battles, Underground
Railroad. Bring QR reader for extra content. For more
information (802) 796-3665 or
newenglandviavermont@hotmail.com

The Vermont Heritage Galleries include Service &
Sacrifice, which is now featuring the Andrus panoramic
battle scenes, Houghton’s photographs, and the State of
Vermont Civil War flags. Learn more about Vermont
citizens’ service and sacrifice during the War Between the
States. Admission covers all three galleries and entrance to
the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier.
Vermont History Center, 60 Washington Street,
Barre, VT Open Mon-Fri, noon to 4:00 pm (802)
479-8519 www.vermonthistory.org

The Vermont Humanities Council’s fall conference
will be held November 14-15 in Burlington. The title of the
conference, A Fire Never Extinguished, will discuss many of
the issues associated with the Civil War. The conference
will examine the influence that the war has had and
continues to have on literature, art, race, cultural memory,
politics and demographics in this nation today. More
information can be found at:
Vermonthumanities.org.

July 23-Oct. 13 – Vermont, Statuary Hall – “Statues
of Liberty: A Sesquincentennial Exhibit &
Celebration” at Justin Morrill Homestead, Strafford.
Congressman Morrill’s act signed by Lincoln on July 2,
1864, created the National Statuary Hall at U.S. Capitol.
Photos & descriptions of the statues. Opening reception,
preview July 4, 5:30 p.m. Open Wed. – Fri. 11:00 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday holidays. For more information (802) 7654288 or director@morrillhomestead.org;
www.morrillhomestead.org

Home Front & Battlefield: Quilts and Context in the
Civil War, September 20 - January 4th

1864: Some Suffer So Much - January 13, 2014 –
December 2014 A VERMONT SESQUICENTENIAL
Top 10 Exhibit
This is the 4th in a series of exhibits that examines
American's first private military college and its deep
connections to the Civil War. 1864: Some Suffer So Much

In partnership with the American Textile History Museum,
Shelburne Museum will contribute to the nationwide
conversation on the sesquicentennial commemoration of
the American Civil War (1861-65) through Homefront &
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Battlefield: Quilts and Context in the Civil War.

Camps presented by Nancy Miville who also created the
Illumination Ceremony, now in its third year.

When civil war broke out in America, the very fabric of life
was altered. Homefront & Battlefield showcases this pivotal
period in American history through a new lens, reflecting
the personal sacrifice, heroism, mourning and reconciliation
that changed the course of our country.

Treasurers Report
Gail Blake
Starting Balance: $1307.93
Expenses:
Newsletter and Stamps: $58.24
Speaker's Meal: $17.25
Hotel Coolidge: $439.25 (includes speakers meal)
Deposit: $470.50 (meals, raffle, donations)
Petty Cash on hand: $54
Balance: $1334.94

The quilt and its story are placed in a broader context
through the use of textile-related artifacts, relevant images
(including paintings, photographs, prints, and ephemera),
and quotations from diaries and letters. Each object
represents a deeply moving and insightful personal story,
from the noose reportedly used to hang abolitionist John
Brown, to a quilt made by a wounded soldier from hospital
blankets, as well as Confederate gray and Union blue
uniform fabrics.

This is the breakdown of the bill from the Coolidge.
Meeting room charge: $42.50
Meal Cost per person: $12.07
Coffee guests: $1.57 per person
Gratuity: $52.38
Room and Meals tax: $36.27

Home front & Battlefield connects deeply moving and
insightful personal stories about the war with the broader
national context and history and examines how textiles were
both an expression of and a motivating force behind
American politics and culture during the Civil War.

Farmer's Cabinet (Amherst, NH)
October 14, 1864

Ransom Saturday, November 8, 7:30 PM Reserved:
Adults $15, Students $10 The White River Valley
Players reprise their acclaimed production of Ransom, an
original play with music inspired by the Civil War letters of
Ransom W. Towle of West Rochester, VT. Directed by Ethan
Bowen, written by Dick Robson in collaboration with Joe
Schenkman, Ethan Bowen and April Dodd. Original music
by Dorothy Robson and Jake Wildwood. Historical research
by Joe Schenkman. A complimentary reception for the cast
and audience members follows the
performance. www.whiterivervalleyplayers.org

COL. STEVENS WOUNDED.--Our community was
saddened on Saturday by a report that the brave and gallant
Colonel of the 13th Regiment had been severely wounded in
the engagement on the north side of the James. We learn
from a letter written to Hon. A. W. Sawyer, by Capt. Bruce,
that Col. Stevens was seriously wounded on the morning of
the 29th, while leading his brigade in an assault on the
enemy's works north of the James River. He was wounded
in the leg, the ball striking the bone, but not breaking it. Dr.
Richardson says he will not lose his leg; and, if the gangrene
can be kept out of the wound, his life will be saved. When
shot, Col. Stevens was at the head of his brigade, leading it
with great coolness and conspicuous gallantry. "His
brigade," says Capt. Bruce, "with that of Gen. Burnham,
carried the most formidable works I have yet seen in the
war."
The 13th New Hampshire Volunteers were at the head of the
1st Brigade. They lost eight officers out of twelve, and about
sixty men. Capt. Forbush, of Peterborough, and Lieut.
Thompson were killed. Maj. Smith, Capts. Bruce and
Saunders, and Lieuts. Wheeler and Ladd, were wounded.

WORLD WAR I GROUP
Four people have started to meet monthly since this year is
the centenary of the start of the war. We will cover topics in
chronological order. At the moment, we are meeting on the
4th Monday at 1 pm in the Cafe next to the Coolidge, but
this may change. If you want to come or want more
information, contact Peter Sinclair [802-584-3280] or
David Curtin [802-633-2536].

Claremont History Museum Illumination
Friday evening, September 5, 2014, an ILLUMINATION
was held at Claremont History Museum. The ceremony
honors the 75 Claremont Civil War soldiers who died in
battle or due to wounds, disease, or prison camp in the
years 1861-1864. The name, age, rank, unit, cause and date
of death of each soldier was read by Sharon Wood and a
lighted candle was placed in front the soldier's name placard
by Nancy Miville. An Honor Guard of Civil War reenactors,
Darryl Slicer and Gary Ward from 5th NH Regiment,
Vermont Hemlocks, and SUV Post, Lebanon, was present
and TAPS was sounded by Scott Magnuson, Claremont, and
a member of Bugles Across America. The ceremony was
preceded by a short talk on the topic of Civil War Prison

Vermont Phoenix (Brattleboro, VT)
October 7, 1864
SUMMARY OF NEWS.
The 7th Vermont regiment, Col. Holbrook, left this place on
Friday, Sept. 30th, for the Department of the Gulf.
Brig. Gen. Stannard, commanding the 1st division of the
18th corps, lost his right arm in a recent engagement near
Richmond. Four of his aids were also wounded, among
them Capt. Kemp and Lieut. Hubbell.
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There is nothing of special importance from Gen. Sherman.
He holds Atlanta and we presume is preparing for active
operations. He is not a man to remain idle.

respected by numerous friends.

New Hampshire Patriot and State Gazette
(Concord, NH)
October 5, 1864

The guerrillas, and small and large forces of the rebels are
active in several of the Western States, doing great mischief,
and giving much trouble to the loyal inhabitants.

GROANS FOR LINCOLN--CHEERS FOR LITTLE MAC.-The Pittsburg Post says that a regiment of soldiers, passing
to the front through that city, were requested to give three
cheers for Lincoln at the depot. They responded with three
terrific groans. One of the soldiers then proposed three
cheers for Little Mac, whereupon nine lusty yells broke from
the bold soldier boys.

Admiral Farragut is transferred from the Southern to the
Northern Atlantic squadron. This is an omen of active
operations on the Atlantic coast. We hope he will pay his
respects to Wilmington, N.C., and take that town under his
especial charge. There has been too much blockade running
at that port for our advantage.
Gen. Grant has been making vigorous and to some extent
successful movements within the last few days. Gen.
Warren has made attacks on the extreme right of the rebel
army near Ream's station; Meade has sent a force out
southwest of Petersburg and taken a position on the south
side railroad, near the Poplar Grove Church, about 15 miles
from Petersburg; while other forces under Gens. Ord and
Birney have pressed on towards Richmond on the north side
of James river, taking some of the strong entrenchments of
the enemy, repulsing their repeated attacks and holding the
positions they have taken. In these last encounters there
has been very severe fighting, and we have lost heavily in
men and officers. From all accounts Grant is pressing very
hard on Lee both at Petersburg and Richmond.

DID SOMEONE LEAVE MONEY FOR THE
RT AT THE COOLIDGE?
Dave Briggs has some cash that was left at the Coolidge,
marked GMCWRT. He doesn't know what to do with it, so
if you left it or lost it, please let Gail or Dave Briggs know.
Thanks.

SAVE THE DATES!
Our annual spring journey is scheduled for Thursday, April
30th through Monday, May 4th. Our travels will take us to
Philadelphia, Newport News, Appomattox Court House, and
Gettysburg. Details and pricing are still in the works.
Hoping to have a minimum of 30 people along for our
adventure. If you are interested or know anyone that might
like to join us, please contact Gail at 892-296-2919 or at
auntis@comcast.net

Caledonian (St. Johnsbury, VT)
October 14, 1864
The Vermont Brigade did not suffer so severely at Fisher's
Hill as at Winchester. In the 11th regiment only one man-G. Sanborn, Co. M, severe,--was wounded. The men
expected hot work in taking the rebel works on the hill, but
as the 6ths corps advanced to the enemies breastworks they
found that Averill, Crook and Ricketts' command had
turned their left flank, and the day was won with scarcely a
struggle. This was very fortunate. Our Vermont troops
have suffered severely in the Shenandoah Valley, as in fact
they have everywhere where there was any fighting going
on. They have won an imperishable name in this war for
true heroism.

CEDAR CREEK TRIP CANCELLED
We weren't able to meet our quota for the Cedar Creek
adventure, so the trip has been cancelled. Several folks are
still planning to go, looking forward to hearing all about it!

Dinner Costs, etc.
Here are the meal prices for the 2014-2015 meeting year,
The price includes the 9% rooms and meals tax, a 17%
gratuity paid to the waitperson, and a charge for the room
use. The Coolidge has always charged the RT minimally for
the room rental.

Portsmouth Journal of Literature and Politics
(Portsmouth, NH)
October 22, 1864

2014-2015 prices:

The great Shenandoah valley has been effectually cleared
out of rebels, and as effectually the means of sustaining
another rebel army. Such is war.

Tier One
$17.25
Choice of the following:

On the recent deaths in the army we notice that of Capt. and
Chaplain Daniel Foster, of a colored regiment, killed in the
attack on Chapin's bluff, near Richmond; and Lieut. Col.
Cummings of the 17th Vt., who died of his wounds in
prison. Col. C. was a native, we believe, of Fitzwilliam, N.H.
and had been for a series of years editor and proprietor of
the Brattleboro Phoenix. A gallant young man, highly

Make your Own Soup and Sandwich Buffet
Chile & corn bread [this one will be scratched as it doesn’t
bode well for several members’ diets]
Beef stew & biscuits
Sloppy Joes
Hamburgers
and other choices to be added as we continue to work with
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The Coolidge
Each of the above comes with salad (and bread if not
otherwise with the entree) cookies/brownies/or chef's
choice dessert, coffee/tea/decaf and punch.

Tier Three
$23.00.
Your committee has chosen
to stay within the Tier One and Tier Two options. Perhaps
this could be done for a special occasion, upon decision of
the RT members.

Tier Two

Beef Bourginon
Lasagna
Baked Chicken and Rice
Shepherd's Pie

$19.25

Make your own Sandwich buffet and choice of the following:
Macaroni & Cheese
Pasta with red sauce/alfredo sauce
Southwestern Chicken and Bean Casserole
Goulash
Tuna Noodle Casserole
and other choices to be added as we continue to work with
The Coolidge

Each of the above comes with hot vegetable, salad (and
bread if not otherwise with the entree), cookies/brownies/or
chef's choice dessert, coffee/tea/decaf and punch.
We are still guaranteeing to pay for 20 meals per meeting.
Thank you in advance for your continued support of your
Round Table, See you at dinner on October 14.

Each of the above comes with hot vegetable, salad (and
bread if not otherwise with the entree), cookies/brownies/or
chef's choice dessert, coffee/tea/decaf and punch.

(Thank you, Jack, and the committee for the explanation.)

We asked for a Tier One meal at the September meeting and
let the Coolidge choose the option.
We have asked for a Tier Two selection for the October
meeting.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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