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“LONG AFTER the BATTLE:  JAMES HOPE’S 

“AUTHENTIC” COMMEMORATION OF 

ANTIETAM’S BLOODY LANE” 

PHIL WHITMAN 

                     TUESDAY, Oct. 9, 2018    

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

       
     6:00 Social Hour 

                                   6:15 Buffet Dinner  
6:45 Business Meeting 

7:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, Oct. 4.  Cost per person for the 
meal is $13.00. For reservations please contact 
Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE COST OF THE 
MEALS PER PERSON IS NOW $13.00.   
 

Menu: 
 

Country Chicken Kiev  
Pasta Prima Vera  
Mixed Baby Greens w/Maple Balsamic Vinaigrette  

Fresh Local Breads & Rolls w/Whipped Butter 
Dessert 
 

Phil Whitman 
 
Phil Whitman grew up in Glens Falls, NY. From a young 
age, he was fascinated by battlefields and museums, and 
avidly recreated historical scenes in his own drawings and 
dioramas.  
 
Whitman attended Bowdoin College where he double-
majored in Visual Arts and American History. He went on 
to earn an MFA degree in painting from the Rhode Island 
School of Design, and worked in a number of museums and 
galleries in New York and New England. He served as a 
curator of exhibitions at Norwich University, and presented 
a series of exhibits exploring Norwich's contributions to the 
Civil War.  
 
Since 2011, Whitman has taught studio art and art history 
courses as a member of the faculty of Castleton 
University.He lives with his wife and two sons in Poultney, 
VT. 
"Long After the Battle: James Hope's "Authentic" 
Commemoration of Antietam's Bloody Lane" 
 
American landscape painter James Hope is best 
remembered today for his large scale paintings of the battle 
of Antietam. As an officer in the 2nd Vermont Infantry, he 
was present at the 1862 battle. 
 
James Hope’s 1888 painting After the Battle, depicting the 
carnage in the Sunken Road, was his initial composition 
commemorating the battle of Antietam. Supposedly based 
on Hope’s own eyewitness sketches, the painting and its 
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copies have been valued mainly as accurate documentary 
images.  
 
However, After the Battle was an imaginative 
reconstruction, compiled from multiple sources more than 
two decades after the war. Hope incorporated specific 
figures from Alexander Gardner’s famous photographs of 
the dead at Antietam into a large-scale, participatory 
experience, using the evidence of the photographs to 
authenticate his panoramic painting of the post-battle 
landscape. After the Battle was a purposefully retrospective 
memorial image, one that supported sectional reconciliation 
in post-Reconstruction America. 
 

2018-2019 Program Schedule 
 

Nov. 13 – Neal Boucher – “How to Build a Civil War 
Howitzer” or “Technology in the Civil War.” 
 

2019 
 
Jan. 19 – Sarah Batterson – “African Squadron.”  
(Please note the change!) 
 
Feb. 9 – Steve Sodergren – “How Union Soldiers 
Felt About Emancipation.” 
 
March 9 – Chris Army – Brandy Station 
 
April 13 – Rob Grandchamp – “7 from the 7th R.I. 
Volunteers.”  
 
May 14 - Steve Hier – Civil War Games (Please note 
the change from January.)  
 
June 11 – Wayne Motts, Director of Harrisburg, PA, 
Civil War Museum – 
 
Sept. 10 – Peggy Pearl – Director of the St. 
Johnsbury History Center  
 
Oct.  8 – Joe Mieczkowski – LBG at Gettysburg – 
“Gettysburg in Sight and Sound” – 100 pieces of 
artwork with sound effects and music telling the 
story of the battle in a PowerPoint presentation.”  
 
Nov. 12 – Keith Wooster – Teaches Army Junior 
ROTC at North Country Union High School in 
Newport, VT – “Union and Confederate 
Mobilization During the Civil War.”  
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happening 

Oct. 4 – Todd Multipurpose Room, Kreitzberg 
Library – 2:00-3:00 p.m. - Richard S. Schultz ’60 Colby 
Symposium Fellow, Thaddeus Boothrudo ’20 presents 
original research on Vermont sharpshooters in the Civil 
War. 
 
Book Signing featuring: 

 Howard Coffin, author of The Battered Stars, Full Duty, 
Guns Over the Champlain Valley, and Nine Months to 
Gettysburg; Brian Matthew Jordan, author of Marching 
Home: Union Veterans and Their Unending Civil War; 
Jerry Morelock, author of Generals of the Bulge: 
Leadership in the U.S. Army’s Greatest Battle; Carlo D’Este, 
author of Warlord: A Life of Winston Churchill at War, 
Patton: A Genius for War, Eisenhower: A Soldier’s Life 
1890-1945; and 2018 Colby Award winner Steven E. 
Sodergren, author of The Army of the Potomac in the 
Overland and Petersburg Campaigns: Union Soldiers and 
Trench Warfare, 1864-1865. 
 7:00 p.m • Auditorium, Mack Hall 
 Presentation of the 2018 Colby Award 
 “The Army of the Potomac in the Overland and Petersburg 
Campaigns: Union Soldiers and Trench Warfare, 1864-
1865,” a talk by Steven E. Sodergren, Colby Award winner 
   
Lindsay Cahill Lord M’17 
Projects & Production Manager 
Office of Communications 
Norwich University 
Phone:  802-485-2811 
llord@norwich.edu 
 
Oct. 17 - NEKCWRT - Bob Hunt on George 
Washington Henderson. 6 p.m., Eastside Restaurant, 
Newport, VT. 
 
Oct. 19– CWRT OF NH  - Jack Kelly (Old Colony 
CWRT) - "16th Maine at Gettysburg, July 1-3, 
1863."  7:15 P.M., Epping Town Hall, 157 Main St, Epping, 
NH) www.cwrt-nh.org  
 
October 27 -  2 pm   Lecture at the NH Historical 
Society in Concord.  Lecture by Erin Corrales Diaz, 
Assistant Curator of American Art at the Worcester Art 
Museum will speak on James Walker's painting, BATTLE 
OF GETTYSBURG, a 20-foot long painting from 1870.  The 
Historical Society has a smaller version of the painting that 
will be on view.  $7 admission fee.  Free to Historical Society 
member. 
 
Oct. 19 – Cedar Creek Reenactment - Once again, the 
Cedar Creek reenactment has been cancelled.  This would 
have been the 154th.  Last year it was because of a suspicious 
object found on the field.  Nothing specific about why it is 
being cancelled, other than safety reasons.  
Thanks to Alice Evans for letting us know.   
 

Congress of Civil War Roundtables 
By John Mudge 

	
           A few months ago, in an article in Hallowed Ground, 
published by the American Battlefield Trust, there was 
mention of the 2018 CWRT Congress that was to be held in 
August at the National Civil War Museum in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania.  With some tentative plans for a quick trip to 
Richmond, I made plans to attend this Congress and also  
visit Harpers Ferry, Antietam, and Gettysburg.  (I will 
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always go to Antietam if I have the opportunity.) 
            Attending the Congress of Civil War Roundtables in 
Harrisburg were approximately sixty-three members from 
forty Roundtables from around the country.  The museum 
was a great place to hold this meeting.  In addition to the 
museum’s permanent exhibits, attendees were given behind 
the scene tours of the different archives and could see many 
of the artifacts that are in storage.   
            Though there are many people interested in the Civil 
War, and this is evident in the many visitors to different 
battlefields, membership in Civil War Roundtables is very 
small all across the country. Interestingly, the only 
Roundtables with growing memberships appeared to be in 
places where people are moving from the north to 
retirement communities in the south.  The small size of 
most of the Roundtables means that all of them have very 
small budgets to work with.  (Does this sound familiar to 
members of the GMCWRT?)  A few things that have worked 
for other groups and that the GMCWRT may want to look 
into include:  1) an online speakers bureau (there is one) 
and sharing more speakers with other Roundtables, 2) 
taping meetings and putting them online, 3) promoting 
meetings through postings at local libraries, 4) promoting 
meetings with Veterans groups, 5) rack cards promoting the 
Roundtable, 6) a GMCWRT web site, and 7) interacting with 
other groups interested in history.  On finances, some 
Roundtables are organized as tax exempt 501(c)3 
organizations and others talked about the importance of 
having liability insurance for both their meetings and the 
trips that they sponsor. These are probably topics for the 
GMCWRT to think about.  Another topic that was more 
quietly mentioned was what do you do when it turns out 
that you have either a very boring speaker or a very long 
speaker.  The boring speaker is not always known about in 
advance, but time limits should be discussed when inviting 
a speaker. 
												As we can all imagine, during the Civil War there was 
a lot of marching, and it is hard to think about all of the 
hardships that the soldiers endured during those long 
marches across much of the same parts of Virginia, West 
Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania that I was driving 
through.  Despite the hot weather, my trip, 1,722 miles by 
the time I got home, was made in relative comfort with both 
cruise control and air conditioning— two things that no Civil 
War soldier ever imagined.    

 
GMCWRT BEGINNINGS 

October Meeting – 1994  
 

     Our October meeting will feature Richard A. Haskell of 
Truro, Massachusetts, member of the Haskell Family 
Association, speaking on the topic of Colonel Franklin 
Aretas Haskell at Gettysburg.  Colonel Haskell served with 
the 6th and 36th Wisconsin, and, as a Lieutenant, was 
engaged at “the angle” during the battle of Gettysburg, 
where he undoubtedly witnessed some of the most intense 
fighting of the war.  Please make plans to join us for this 
exciting topic! 

The meeting will be held n Tuesday, October 11th at Than 
Wheeler’s Restaurant, next door to the Hotel Coolidge in 
downtown White River Junction, Vt.   
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
GMCWRT BATTLEFIELD JOURNEY 

May 16th – May 20th 
Chris Army will be us once again as we take a more in depth 
look at Brandy Station, tackle the Battle of Cedar Mountain, 
and visit all things fun, funky, and fascinating in Culpeper 
VA and the surrounding area.  Stay tuned for updates! 
 

WORLD WAR II BOOKS GIVEAWAY 
 
Gail has several books pertaining to WWII that she will 
bring to the October meeting.  Free to good homes! 
 
Titles: 
1. Citizen's Soldiers; Enola Gay;  2. D-Day, 24 Hours That 
Saved the World; 3. The Greatest Generation Speaks; 4. To 
End All Wars; 5. Fly Boys; 6. The War, An Intimate 
History; Soldiers Of The Sun; 7. D-DAY, June 6, 1944; 8. 
Unknown Soldiers, Reliving WWII in Europe;9.  Battalion 
Surgeon;10.  At Dawn We Slept; 11. Embracing Defeat, 
Japan in the Wake of WW 
 

ROUND TABLE MEETING 
September 11, 2018 

 
     We had 27 for the meeting and 3 for just the 
presentation.  We had one new visitor, Ralph Epifano.  
Ralph has been a reenactor for the past 10 years and also 
writes historical articles on obscure topics and also 
volunteers at the G.A.R. Hall in Lebanon, NH.  Hopefully 
we’ll see more of him in the future. 
     David Mayhew spoke about the old Militia act of April 12, 
1861.  The government was asking for 75,000 volunteers for 
90 days.  At first there were 10 companies to serve with the 
1st Vermont.  Governor Fairbanks was instrumental in 
getting troops.  The 1st Vermont fought for 90 days in Big 
Bethel and suffered one death, Private Whitney.   
     After their 90 days was up, over 600 men went to 
perform other service.  Out of the 600 from the 1st Vermont 
who did continue on, 7 of them received the Medal of 
Honor.  64 of ALL Vermont soldiers received the Medal of 
Honor.   
     Of the Woodstock Militia Company, more than ¾ went 
on to serve in future regiments after mustering out.   
     Jack then spoke more about Private Whitney, who had 
served in Co. B.  Fortunately, his body was brought back 
home for burial.   
     Book raffle winners were Peter Sinclair, Frank Bonnett, 
Whitney Maxfield, Alice Evans, Doug Decator and David 
Mayhew.   
 

THE NEXT GRAND ARMY CHIEF. 
JUDGE VEASIE, OF VERMONT, EXPECTED TO 

SUCCEED GENERAL ALGER. 
WASHINGTON, JUNE 21.—Some of the most prominent 
members of the Grand Army of the Republic are here, 
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eagerly discussing the coming annual encampment, which is 
to be held in Boston in August.  The weight of opinion is 
that General Alger’s successor will be Colonel Wheelock G. 
Veazie, of Vermont, at the present time a member of the 
Inter-State Commerce Commission.  Colonel Veazie is a 
native of New Hampshire, but has lived in Vermont most of 
the fifty-five years of his life. 
He has held many important State offices since the close of 
the war, and left the Supreme Bench of Vermont to take his 
place upon the Interstate Commerce Commission here at 
the invitation of President Harrison.  He was Department 
Commander of Vermont three years, and for two terms was 
Judge Advocate General on the staff of the Commander-in-
Chief.  He enlisted in the army and left it commanding a 
regiment.  The Colonel fought with the Union forces that 
hurled Lee and the Confederate army back from the soil of 
Pennsylvania.  His daughter bears the name of Gettysburg 
Veazie.   
 
(Above is from the Trenton Evening Times, June 22, 1890.)  
 

New Hampshire Veterans’ Re-Union 
 
     The veterans’ re-union at Manchester last week was a 
grand success in all particulars.  The days were beautiful 
though the nights chilly for camping out, but camp fires 
were kept burning brightly, around which the old veterans 
gathered to live over again in story the scenes of the years of 
war.  But little attention, comparatively, was paid to military 
discipline, the soldiers of ten years ago taking more pleasure 
in the renewing of old associations than of observing the 
routine of military life. 
     Wednesday, the following numbers were present on 
parade from each organization.  Second Regiment, 50; 
Third, 25; Fourth, 65; Fifth, 30; Sixth, 40; Seventh, 100; 
Eighth, 20; Ninth, 75; Tenth, 85; Eleventh, 50; Twelfth, 24; 
Thirteenth, 32; Fourteenth, 55; Fifteenth, 100; Sixteenth, 
30; Eighteenth, 32; Cavalry, 17; Battery, 30; Heavy Artillery, 
30; Sharpshooters, 10.  The First Regiment had no separate 
organization, most of its members having been three 
months men or re-enlisted in other regiments.  The 
Seventeenth never saw much service.  There were three 
drum corps and three bands.  The Battery had the right of 
the line. 
     Wednesday it was the general opinion that there were 
fully 3000 veterans belonging to New Hampshire 
regiments.  Many of the regiments held meetings in the 
forenoon and perfected arrangements for permanent 
organization, with a view to other annual re-unions.  At  
About 2 o’clock the grand review took place.  Gov. Cheney, 
accompanied by his staff, was received by a national salute.  
The Governor, who was mounted on a splendid white horse, 
appeared in citizen’s dress, but his staff was in uniform.  
The review was witnessed by a very large crowd of 
spectators.  The four brigades, which were consolidated into 
three, were commanded by Gen. Hartiman, Gen. Patterson 
and Gen. Clough.  Each of the commanders of brigades was 
accompanied by a brilliant staff in uniform, all of whom 
were mounted.  Gen. Griffin, the commander of the division, 
was also accompanied by a full and brilliant staff. 

     At the close of the review the division of veterans 
proceeded to the grand stand to listen to an oration, 
speeches, etc.  Gen. Griffin called the great company 
together, and the war song entitled “Tramp, tramp, the boys 
are marching,” was sung.  Gen. Griffin led off with his fine 
voice, all the bands accompanying.  The effect, as three 
thousand voices were blended in this fine song, was 
inspiring in the highest degree and there was the very 
highest enthusiasm.  
     His Excellency Governor Cheney was then introduced, 
and received with three cheers.  He made an admirable 
address.  Many of the old war songs were sung during the 
exercises, which consisted of an eloquent and able oration 
by Gen. Samuel A. Duncan of Brooklyn, N.Y., formerly of 
the 14th N.H. regiment, and a poem by Lieut. Geo. A. 
Marden, of Lowell, formerly of Berdan’s sharpshooters.  
One of the most touching features of the day was the 
presentation to the audience of Miss Harriet P. Dame, one 
of the Florence Nightingales of the war, who was received 
with the heartiest applause.  Although the air was raw and 
chilly the “boys” refused to disperse until they had heard 
from Gen. Harriman, ex-Governor Smyth and Berry, Gen. 
Stevens, Gen. Natt Head and others.  The day’s sport ended 
with several sham skirmishes and charges on the battery 
which was stationed on the grounds.  The Thirteenth 
regiment paid a visit in the evening to their old comrade, 
Governor Cheney, and were handsomely entertained by 
him. 
     Thursday the third and last day was fruitful of social 
intercourse and parting words, no public exercises 
occurring.  The occasion was one of great enjoyment to 
those who participated, and a Veteran Association was 
formed to provide for future reunions of a similar character.  
A happier body of men probably never assembled in 
Manchester, the best of order was observed throughout, and 
the citizens very liberal in their entertainment.   
 
(Farmer’s Cabinet, Manchester, NH, October 20, 1875.)  
 

WORLD WAR 1 GROUP 
 

This group meets monthly on the 4thThursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Veteran’s Administration hospital cafeteria.  
If you want to come or want more information, contact 
Peter Sinclair [802-584-3280] or David Curtin [802-633-
2536.]  PLEASE NOTE THE MEETING DAY HAS 
CHANGED!  
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Starting Balance: $2911.57 
Expenses: 
Speaker Expenses: $57 (3 meals, 2 bottles of maple syrup) 
Maple Street Catering: $336.25 (meal, tax, delivery, and 
gratuity) 
Paper plates, plastic knives: $13 
Deposit: $360 (meals, dues, raffle)   
Petty Cash: $114 
Ending Balance:  $2979.32 
 


