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GARY MORGAN 

“ THE ANDERSONVILLE RAIDERS” 

 OCTOBER 8, 2019 

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

       
     6:00 Social Hour 

                                   6:15 Buffet Dinner  
6:45 Business Meeting 

7:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, THURSDAY, OCT. 3.  Cost per 
person for the meal is $13.00. For reservations 
please contact Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 
802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 

Menu: 
 
Country Chicken Kiev 
Squash Casserole 
Pasta Alfredo 
Mixed Baby Greens Salad w/Maple Balsamic Vinaigrette 
Fresh Local Breads & Rolls w/Whipped Butter 
Homemade Cookies  
 
 

The Andersonville Raiders 
 

On a sweltering evening in July, 1864, six Union prisoners 
of War at Andersonville Prison were executed by their fellow 
prisoners after a formal court martial where they were 
found guilty of robbing and assaulting their fellow 
prisoners.  Although it was a small incident in the scope of 
the Civil War, it gained widespread fame, due largely to 
prisoner John McElroy's 1879 memoir and Mackinlay 
Kantor's 1955 Pulitzer Prize winning novel, Andersonville.  
But how accurate are these accounts?  Looking at prisoners' 
diaries, early prison memoirs, military records and the long-
lost transcript of the raiders' trial, a very different picture of 
the events surrounding the raiders emerges.   
 
Join us when author Gary Morgan gives us a presentation of 
her findings ahead of the publication of her book on the 
raiders by Stackpole Books next spring. 
 
There is a YouTube video of her presentation at the POW 
Museum in Andersonville last Veteran's Day weekend under 
the title "Who Were the Andersonville Raiders?" if anyone 
wants to know in advance what she is going to say or cannot 
make our meeting, please go to: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dwhu1yKhqss   
 
Gary Morgan is a history teacher in Western 
Massachusetts.  She is also the recipient of a 2017 Friends of 
Andersonville grant, which allowed her to travel to the 
National Prison of War Museum at Andersonville Georgia to 
research her upcoming book on the Andersonville Raiders.  
She will be returning to Andersonville next July to lead a 
Raiders-themed tour of the prison site for the National Park 
Service. 
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Trip to St. Johnsbury History Center 
October 9 

 
     St. Johnsbury History Center, 421 Summer Street, St. 
Johnsbury, VT. 
     We are going to meet for lunch at The Wine Gate 
Restaurant at about 11:45 a.m. and go on to the History 
Center up the hill at about 1:30 p.m. 
     To get to the restaurant take I91 north.  It is about 60 
miles to St. Johnsbury from White River Junction. Take the 
first exit to St. Johnsbury just after the exit to I93. Turn 
right off the exit and proceed into St. Johnsbury.  About a 
half mile you will come to a 4-way stop sign; turn right and 
Wine Gate is right in front of you. [To reach the History 
Center turn left at the 4-way intersection and go up the hill, 
turn right and take the first left and go 1 (one) block to 
Summer Street then turn right. The Center is in a yellow 
house on the left.] You can park on the street. 
      It is hoped that you can arrange for carpooling reaching 
each other from the email listing. The menu is available for 
review at their website:  www.thewinegaterestaurant.com,  
The phone number there is 802-748-3288.  
     Please let me know by October 5 how many of you are 
coming either by email: Peter.R.Sinclair@Dartmouth.Edu  
or by phone: 802-584-3280 as I need to let the restaurant 
know how many places to reserve.  Also let me know if you 
have any questions. 
 
Peter Sinclair 
 

2019 Program Schedule 
 

Nov. 12 – Alan Brunelle  - “Two American Versions 
of a Greek Tragedy” 
 

2020 PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

Jan. 11 – Saturday – Deb Hardy – Veteran’s Graves 

Feb. 8 – Saturday – Steve Sodergren 

March 14 – Saturday – The Hardtacks – Civil War 
Folk Music 

April 11 – Saturday – Rob Grandchamp  - 
Dartmouth Cavalry 

May 12 – Nancy Miville – “A War of Firsts and 
Firsts in the Civil War” 

June 9 -  Frank Varney  

Other RT Meetings and Happenings: 

Oct. 16 – NEKCWRT- Joseph Collea – “ From 
Sharon to Salisbury - Alphonso Badger 1st Vermont 
Cavalry” - 6 p.m. – Eastside Restaurant, Newport, VT. 
 

Oct. 18– CWRT OF NH – Jan & Dave Drake - 
"Letters Home: The Civil War Letters of George W. 
Harwood, 36th MA Regt 1862-1865" - Epping Town 
Hall, Epping, NH. Doors open about 6:45 and meeting 
begins at 7:15pm. www.cwrt-nh.org  
 

October 2019 Treasurers Report 
 

Beginning Balance: $4,270.80 
Expenses: 
Speaker: $176 (meal, maple syrup, speaker fee) 
Maple Street Catering: $328.50(food, tax, delivery)  
Donation: $500 to the American Battlefield Trust in 
memory of our friend Jeanette Cook 
Deposit: 
$444.00 (meals, donations, raffle, memberships) 
Petty Cash: $90 
Ending Balance: $3,800.30  

 
HONORING OUR ANCESTORS 

 
As we have in the past, we will be honoring our Civil War 
ancestors in the November issue of the Camp Griffin 
Gazette.  If the editor already has your information from 
previous years, there is no need to contact me.  If I don’t 
have the information, and you’re a member of the 
GMCWRT, please send me your ancestor(s) name, 
Regiment, Company, rank and how he/they are related to 
you as soon as possible. 
 
I would be more than happy to include more information if 
you have it available.   
 

Troiani Prints! 
 
NOTE:  We still have two Troiani prints we 
would like to find homes for:  “Rebel Yell” and 
“Gray Comanches.”  

 
PLEASE NOTE:  PRICES HAVE BEEN LOWERED! 
 
“Rebel Yell”  - $175.00 
“Gray Comanches” - $125.00 
 
Or, make us an offer!   
 

September Minutes 
 
     We had a little over 30 people attend our September 
meeting. 
     Judi Holm asked for a minute of silence for our very dear 
member and friend, Jeanette Cook, who had passed away 
on August 29.  It was decided to make a donation in 
Jeanette’s name to the American Battlefield Trust. 
     Raffle winners were Bob Coburn, Alan Montague, Peter 
Sinclair, Jim Bacon, Alice Evans, and Steve Driscoll.  
     We welcomed new member, Alan Montague from 
Lebanon, NH. 
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     Kevin Thornton showed us his “Death in the Wilderness 
– A Love Story” documentary.  He answered questions after 
the program.   
     Thank you to everyone who helped clean up after the 
meeting. 
 
PLEASE remember, whenever possible, to contact Gail by 
the Thursday before the meeting if you plan on having 
dinner.   
 
     I am still looking for someone to take notes at the 
meetings for a write-up in the newsletter!   
 

Shelby Foote Books 
 

A friend has a set of Shelby Foote books he would 
like to sell.  Seven of them.  He would like $25.00 
for the set. 
 
If anyone is interested, please let me know.  First 
one who gets back to me, gets the books! 
 

Looking Back - October 1994 
 

Newport News Sunday June 2d 1861 
 
Friend George 
 
Dear Sir 
     Your letter of May 29th I received yesterday June 1st.  
Chandler has just written you and I suppose all that is going 
on here it is dreadful hot day and if it was not for the Sea 
breese I do not think we could stand it.  The men are all 
feeling well I went out this noon & read your letter to them 
and it pleased them very much.  They said if it was not 
Sunday they would give three Cheers for you and when I 
read abt a little pocket change to buy Tobacco etc with it 
would of done you good to off seen t hem  Every man sayes 
Good, Good  the truth of it is they hve not got aney money 
nor aney Tobacco  I have let them have money until my own 
pile amts to Forty Cts .40c Chandler and Bell have done the 
same.  We have to board ourselves and pay an awful price 
for every thing.  I shall be glad when the provision arrives 
from St. Albans I tell you we will live for a while.  There is 
not aney use to try and thank the People at Home for what 
they are doing and what they have done for us.  George wont 
you find out where M.A. Dotys wife is Doty worries a great 
deal he has not herd from them since he left St. A.  he sayes 
he did not leave but a little money with her but was told by 
Ro Hoyt and a number of others to go with the Company 
and she should have every thing that she wished for.  Geo 
Kettredge wife wrote him if he had not left money with her 
she did not know what she would of done  I donot mean 
aney thing out of the way George but did not know but 
doing so much for the Company and other maters that the 
families of three or four of our men had ben over looked 
L.A. Greene is another.  We are having a nice Thunder 
shower the first one we have had since we left Rutland Geo 
it is not aney funey matter to go to war it is hard tiresome 
work from half pst four in the morning until nine at night I 

will give you the outlines of our entrench Camp which has 
been named Camp Butler—Give my respects to Edmd 
Taylor Jon Newton  write soon I oblidge H.E.P.   
 
Paper is a secred article I borrowed this of Adjt Stevens 
The men are getting out a pole and the Stars & Stripes will 
soon wave in Camp Butler V.A.   
 
(The above letter was from Tim Upton of Wallingford, 
Vermont.  It was written by his Great-Great Grandfather, 1st 
Leiutenant Hiram E. Perkins of St. Albans, Vermont, to 
Colonel George Stannard.  Lt. Perkins was a member of the 
Ransom Guards, a militia company from St. Albans.   
 

Thanks! 
 

Thanks to Robert Quigley for a very entertaining and 
informative talk on mispronounced people, places and 
things of the 1860’s – including such common names as 
Lewis Armistead (ARM-std) and Gettysburg (GET-iss-burg) 
as well as tongue-twisters like Natchitoches (NAK-uh-tosh), 
Louisiana.  Mr. Quigley is currently working on Volume 
Two.   
 
Thanks also to Susan Stacy and Dave Bernard for donating 
books for the September book raffle. 
 

Gettysburg Compiler 
Tuesday, Oct. 8, 1889. 

 
Battlefield Notes. 

 
 VERMONT.— The last of the five Vermont 
monuments was finished on Saturday.  The leading one is 
the fluted column near the bloody angle known as the 
Stannard monument, for the granite work of which Carrick 
Brothers received $9,000, the estimated cost of the statue 
being $5,000.  The First brigade monument, on Sedgwick 
avenue, near the Taneytown road, is bold and striking, being 
a lion ready to spring.  It cost $1,200.  The Co. F 
sharpshooter monument, a marble fluted column 
surmounted by a marble eagle, the whole costing $1,200, 
stands near Pitzer’s run west of the Emmitsburg road, and 
that of companies E & H at the Slyder house, west of Round-
Top.  On the front of this single slab of granite is a hornet’s 
nest under crossed rifles and the coat of arms.  The cavalry 
monument, near this, is of the sarcophagus order, 
ornamented with cavalry designs and fully inscribed.  The 
party, which will probably number over 500, is expected 
this afternoon and will include Gov. Dillingham and staff, 
Gen. Schofield, commander of the U.S. army, Secretary of 
War Proctor and other distinguished soldiers and civilians.  
At 10:30 to-morrow morning a procession will be formed 
and march to the Stannard monument, where the formal 
exercises of dedication will take place.  They will include the 
presentation address by Gov. W. P. Dillingham; the address 
of acceptance on part of Memorial Association by Hon. 
Wheelock G. Veazey; oration by Senator George F. 
Edmunds; poem by Mrs. Julia C. R. Dorr, of Rutland, read 
by Prof. Churchill, of Andover, and addresses by other 
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distinguished men.  The addresses will be interspersed with 
music by the Grand Army Band of this place.  Exercises at 
all the other monuments are to follow.  President Harrison 
will not be here.   
 

ROUND TABLE 2020 TRIP 
On To Richmond, Part 3 

May 14-May 18, 2020 
 
We will visit various Civil War and historic sites, 
battlefields, and museums in the Richmond area, take an 
inside look at the USCT and their experiences in and around 
Richmond, socially and militarily, and still have time for 
some good old fashioned fun!  Pricing will include RT luxury 
(i.e. the big bus) motorcoach transportation from WRJct, 
breakfast each day, most lunches and dinners, 4 nights hotel 
accommodations, all guide and admission fees, information 
packet, and on board refreshments.  Deposits of $75 per 
person will hold your spot, checks can be made out to the 
GMCWRT and given to Gail at any meeting or mailed to 
Gail Blake, 55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001.   
 
Our trips are always open to anyone that is interested, no 
membership required, so feel free to spread the word to all 
of your history loving friends! 
 

WWI Group 
 

This group meets monthly on the 4th Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Veteran’s Administration hospital cafeteria.  
If you want to come or want more information, please 
contact Peter Sinclair (802-584-3280) or David Curtin 
(802-633-2536).   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2019— March 2020 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
 
 
 
 


