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ALL IN PERSON  
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 

CANCELED THROUGH THE  
END OF 2021. 

 

 
ROUND TABLE FALL MEETINGS  

 
Our Executive Committee has decided it would be best to 
play it safe and not have any meetings until hopefully 
January 2022.  We think it would be best to play it safe!   
 

 
2020, 2021, AND NOW 2022  

GMCWRT JOURNEY 
  
Well, you might have noticed that I no longer use the word 
"Annual" when I title our trips...  So to cut to the chase, we 
have decided to postpone our trip to Richmond yet again.  I 
hope to reschedule for late April or early May of 2022 and 
will keep you updated.  Our basic itinerary will remain the 
same with a focus on the USCT, but lucky for you all now I 
have the entire winter to make our trip even better and 
more adventurous.  Thanks to everyone for hanging in there 
with me and I hope to see you next year! 
 
 
 

 
Civil War Round Table of New Hampshire October 
meeting:  Friday, October 15, 2021, at the Harvey Mitchell 
Library, 151 Main St, Epping, NH. 
Doors will open at 6:45pm with the meeting at 7:15pm. 
Our special guest will be author, historian and past 
president of the Civil War Roundtable of Chicago, Robert I. 
Girardi. Mr. Girardi's topic for discussion will be: "Railroad 
Defense in the Atlanta Campaigne." Read more about him 
and the talk on our news page. 
All are welcome. 
 
Visit our" re-constructed" website for details on the 
meeting, news of the group and speaker, our fall schedule, 
and photos of our group over the years. 
cwrt-nh.org  
 
 
Last of Great Union Generals 
General Oliver O. Howard Dies 
Suddenly at Burlington, Vt. 
  
Lost an Arm at Fair Oaks 
  
Was a native of Maine.  Went to the front as Colonel, 
Commanded a Brigade at Bull Run, Marched With Sherman 
to the Sea and Was in Scores of Battles--Death Generally 
Regretted. 
  
BURLINGTON, Vt., Oct. 27--Maj. Gen. Oliver O. Howard, 
U.S.A., retired, died at his home in this city last night from 
heart disease.  He was 79 years old. 
     Last week General Howard was in Ontario, delivering his 
lecture on "Abraham Lincoln." 
     While sitting in a chair at his home, he was attacked by 
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heart disease, and was dead when a physician reached the 
house. 
     Including General Howard's services in the Indian wars, 
he probably was in more engagements than any other officer 
in the United States army. 
     Gen. Oliver O. Howard has been called the last of the 
great commanders of the armies of the Union.  He was born 
in Leeds, Me., November 8, 1830.  He was graduated from 
Bowdoin in 1830 and from West Point in 1834.  He became 
an instructor of mathematics in that institution, and 
resigned when Sumter was fired on to take command of the 
Third regiment raised in his native state. 
     At the first Battle of Bull Run he commanded a Brigade of 
volunteers, and was rewarded with the rank of brigadier 
general.  He was twice wounded at the battle of Fair Oaks, 
losing his right arm June 1, 1862. 
     General Howard was back in the saddle as soon as his 
arm healed.  He took part in the stubborn fight in Antietam 
and was made a major general of volunteers in November, 
1862.  He fought at Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Missionary 
Ridge, and Lookout Mountain; was on the expedition for the 
relief of Knoxville, commanded at Chattanooga for a year 
and was then assigned to the army of the Tennessee in the 
invasion of Georgia.  He saw hot service at Dalton, Resaca, 
Adairsville, Pickett's Mill, and there he was again wounded.  
He was present at the surrender of Atlanta, and he joined in 
the pursuit of Hood. 
     In the march to the sea, he commanded the right wing of 
Sherman's army.  On December 21, 1864, he was made a 
brigadier general in the regular army.  He took command of 
the army of the Tennessee, and engaged in all the important 
battles from January to April in the closing year of the war 
and saw the surrender of Johnston. 
     At the close of the war he was appointed head of the 
Freedmen's Bureau and held this position for nine years.  In 
1877 General Howard engaged in Indian fighting, 
commanding an expedition against the Nez Perces.  Later in 
life he wrote a book describing this campaign and paying 
tribute to Chief Joseph, the head of the hostile tribe.  He 
then became superintendent of the Military Academy at 
West Point, in 1881-1882. 
     He afterwards commanding the Department of the Platte 
at Omaha, the Department of the Pacific, and finally came 
to Governor's Island as commander of the Department of 
the East.  In 1894 he was retired with the rank of major 
general, and in 1908 the Senate passed a bill placing 
General Howard on the retired list as a lieutenant general 
and thanking him at the same time for his meritorious 
service.  He was founder of the Lincoln Memorial university 
at Cumberland Gap, Tenn., and chairman of the board of 
directors of that Institution for many years. 
     Dean James E. Brooks of this city, who was a friend and 
warm admirer of General Howard, said this morning 
regarding him: 
     "General Howard was a familiar figure in the department 
where he served.  He was recognized by us all as an able 
General and a Christian gentleman.  I remember that he 
used to conduct religious services on Sunday with his troops 
and was esteemed a very conscientious man.  Our country 
has come to know him in civil life since the war and to 
appreciate him for his great ability on the platform and as a 

strong factor in the common affairs of social life.  He was a 
strong personality and always beloved." 
  
(Transcribed from the October 27, 1909 Syracuse Herald, 
Syracuse, New York.) 
 
October 10, Monday  
  
     Federal forces under Sheridan moved north across Cedar 
Creek in the Shenandoah and took a strong position on both 
sides of the Valley Pike.  The Sixth Corps moved toward 
Washington via Front Royal.  Fighting was limited to 
skirmishes near Rectortown, Va.; Thorn Hill near Bean's 
Station, east Tenn.; South Tunnel, near Gallatin, Tenn.; in 
Colorado Territory near Valley Station; and in Pemiscot 
County, Mo.  Hood's men skirmished with Sherman's 
supply line guards near Rome, Ga.  Federal troops, carried 
upstream by boats, attempted to attack Forrest at Eastport, 
Miss., on the Tennessee River.  Confederate gunfire 
damaged the gunboat Undine and disabled two transports.  
The transports pulled away, leaving most of the troops, who 
later escaped. 
     President Lincoln wrote Maryland political leader Henry 
W. Hoffman, that he favored the new state constitution 
which called for an end to slavery:  "I wish all men to be 
free.  I wish the material prosperity of the already free which 
I feel sure the extinction of slavery would bring.  I wish to 
see, in process of disappearing, that only thing which ever 
could bring this nation to civil war." 
 
Gettysburg Compiler (Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania) 
October 24, 1899 
  
Dedication of Monuments. 
  
Survivors of the 13th and 14th Regiments 
Vermont Volunteer Infantry Dedicate 
Their Monuments. 
  
     The survivors and friends of the 13th and 14th Vt. Regts., 
Vol. Inft., 175 strong, arrived in Gettysburg Wednesday 
evening at 5.30 p.m., to dedicate their monuments recently 
erected.  Thursday morning the party started for the place of 
dedication, arriving there at about 9.30.  The monuments 
are situated along Hancock Avenue, near the Stannard 
Brigade monument. 
     The pedestal of the 13th is about 10 ft., the bronze figure 
8 ft., making it 18 ft. in height.  The base is 8 ft. square, 
tapering to about 2 ft. 6 in. at base of bronze statue.  On the 
four sides are bronze plates, on which is described in a 
comprehensive and eloquent manner the history of the 
regiment.  The statue, weighing 1,250 lbs., and the bronze 
plates were made and put in position by the Gotham 
Manufacturing Co., of New York and Providence, R.I., under 
the supervision of Mr. A. J. Yaast.  The figure was modeled 
by F. Moyneham, of New York, the general design being by 
Mr. J. H. Walling, a well known architect of New York, who 
had the contract for the entire work. 
     The statue represents Lieut. Stephen F. Brown, of Co. K, 



 

 3 

who was present and made an address in the Court-house in 
the evening.  The story follows: 
     Lieutenant Stephen F. Brown of the Thirteenth went into 
and almost through the battle armed only with a camp 
hatchet!  This came about from the circumstance that on the 
march to Gettysburg, Brown had taken some canteens to a 
well and filled them with water for some of the men who 
were almost fainting from thirst, in violation of an order 
which forbade officers or men to leave the ranks, except 
during the halts for meals.  Brown was thereupon placed in 
arrest for disobedience of orders.  When the regiment 
reached the field he was released from arrest by General 
Stannard; but could not have his sword back because it was 
in one of the wagons.  He accordingly armed himself with a 
hatchet, which he carried till in the repulse of Pickett's 
charge he received the surrender of a Confederate officer 
and took his sabre and pistol.  On the return from the 
charge Lieutenant Brown was stunned by the concussion of 
a shell, but declined to leave the ranks.--"Vermont in the 
Civil War."  
     
     At the dedicatory exercises Col. Henry O. Clark, of East 
Orange, N.J., presiding, prayer was offered by Pres. 
Buckham, of the University of Vermont.  Comrade Ralph O. 
Sturtevant, of Swanton, Vt., on behalf of the Survivors, 
presented the monument to the National Park 
Commissioners, Major Wm. M. Robbins accepting it. 
     Col. Albert Clarke, Secretary of the Home Market Club of 
Boston, the orator of the day, in a concise, comprehensive 
and interesting address, gave the history of the regiment 
and spoke of the part it played in the battle of Gettysburg. 
     The statue was unveiled by Miss Lois K. Clark, daughter 
of the presiding officer, assisted by Master Edward Allen, 
son of Col. H. W. Allen, of Burlington, Vt., during the 
singing of the "Star Spangled Banner."  The exercises closed 
with the singing of "America." 
     The dedication of the 14th's monument then followed, F. 
H. Sheppard, of Fairhgaven, Vt., presiding.  Rev. Geo. M. 
Glenn, of this place, offered prayer.  Capt. Gore, chairman of 
the committee, turned the monument over to the 
Commission, Major Richardson accepting it. 
     The address was delivered by Hon. B. W. Potter, a Co. A 
boy, of Worcester, Mass. 
     In the evening a camp fire was held in the Court-house, 
Judge S. A. Andrews, President of the Survivors' Association 
of the 13th Vt. Regt., presiding.  Hon. A. J. Ormsible, ex-
Governor of Vt., Lieut. Col. Brown, Hon. N. B. Carpenter of 
Denver, Col., J. H. Walley, of New York, Hon. Burton W. 
Potter, Capt. Stephen F. Brown and others Spoke. 
        
 

LOOKING BACK 
OCTOBER 1997 

 
     The first meeting of the season got off to a great start 
with Patrick Purcell’s program on the Vicksburg Campaign!  
Mr. Purcell came all the way from his home in Philadelphia, 
and we were pleasantly surprised to learn that he has roots 
in Vermont.   
 

     Don’t forget to bring a guest to share in the fun!  Dave 
Bernard’s generous offer to pay for the guest’s dinner still 
stands!  There were several at the September meeting who 
took Dave up on the offer, and several people joined 
GMCWRT’s ranks.  Thank you Dave!  And a hearty welcome 
to the new members! 
 
     Our continuing goal is to support the preservation of Civil 
War Battlefields and provide a forum for discussion and 
sharing of information about any and all aspects of the War 
Between the States.  We’re very fortunate to be centrally 
located on the border between Vermont and New 
Hampshire.   
 
     Meetings are held in the Vermont Room just off the 
entrance lobby at the landmark Hotel Coolidge in White 
River Junction, Vermont.  With the painted wall murals 
depicting Vermont’s history and Bob Allen playing Civil War 
era music on the piano, the atmosphere in the room is a step 
back in time for those who still hear the drums.   
 
     The popularity of the Colonel of Maine’s 20th Regiment, 
Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, continues to grow.  
Jeannine Dix brought word that the winning quilt in a 
national contest depicted an equestrian portrait of 
Chamberlain on the front and his biography on the back.  
The quilt maker is Carla Bataran from Wells, Maine.   
 
     Don’t forget to reserve time in April, 1998 for a bus trip to 
Maine that Gail Blake is organizing.  It will be a one day 
excursion to see the Col. Joshua L. Chamberlain collection.  
Stay tuned for details.   
 
From the Desk of Carl Braun. 
  
     We often read of the horrors awaiting wounded Civil War 
soldiers t the hands of the regimental surgeons whose 
knowledge was limited and whose instruments were torture 
tools by today's standards.  Amputation was the general rule 
for limb wounds, and sepsis was virtually unknown; many 
doctors purposely put on dirty clothes when they operated, 
not wanting to soil their clean clothes! 
     All too often the plight of the thousands of troops who fell 
victim to disease is forgotten.  We know little of the 
medicines, potions and nostrums that were used to treat 
their illnesses.  Perhaps that is just as well, given the state of 
pharmacology at the time! 
     Here is part of an "invoice of medicines etc., etc., issued 
to Surgeon Bates, 13th Maine Vols" by E. F. Sanger, Medical 
Purveyor, dated July 17, 1862, at New Orleans.  I will omit 
the quantities, but will keep the original abbreviations. 
     Acid Acetici, Acid Sulph Aromat., Acid Tannic, Alcololis, 
Alumen, Ammonia Carb., Argenti Nit (crystals), Argenti Nit 
(fused), Camphorae, Cera Alba, Cerate Simplicis, 
Chloroformi, Copraiba, Creasoti, Curi Sulph, Emp. Adhesivi, 
Emp. Cantharidis, Ext Belladonna, Ext Buchu Fluid, Ext 
Colch. Acetici, Ext Colcynth Comp., Ext Rhei Fluid, Ext 
Semga Fluid, Ext Senna Fluid, Ext. Ginger Fluid.  More 
goodies:  Saccari, Saponis, Soda Bicarb, Ammon Aromat., 
Spts Ether Comp., Spts Ether Nit, Spts Vini Gallici, Viridis, 
Ung Hydrarg, Ung Hyd. Nit , Zinci Acetatis. 
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     Now to some of the tools of the trade, as well as more 
mundane items:  Bucks Spongeholder, Cupping Glasses and 
Tins, Lancets-Thumb, Probangs, Scarificators, Stomach 
Pump and Case, Syringes Enema I.R., Syringes Penis glass, 
Teeth Extracting Sett, Tourniquets-field, Tourniquets-
Spiral, Blank Books, Arrow Root, Farina, Nutmegs, Tea, 
Whiskey, Wine, Blankets-Woolen, Gutta percha cloth, 
Mosquito Bars, Binders Boards, Corks Ass't., Corkscrews, 
Cotton Batting, Flannel Red, Hachets, Honey Measures 
Graduated, Mortar and pestle W. W., Muslin, Oiled Silk, 
Pans Bed, Paper Envelopes, Paper Wrapping, Pencils Hair, 
Pill Boxes, Pins Ass'd., Razors, Razor Strop, Scissors, Silk 
Singeous, Spatulas, Sponge, Tape, Tiles, Twine, Urinals, 
Vials ass'd., Wax Sticks, Pil Cath. Comp., Pil Opii, Pil Quinia 
Sulph, Tinct Opii, Candles sperm, Gutta Percha bedcovers, 
Ink, Pill boxes tin. 
     It is noted that these supplies are for a period of three 
months commencing July 1, 1862.  

 
(The following was sent by Gail Blake.  This is 
something she found that had been in her 
Dad’s collection.)  
 
It is part of a program written for the Memorial Service of 
the Fifth Vermont Volunteers.  I have no idea when and 
where the service took place.  The remainder of the program 
is basically a roll call of the dead.  I'm going to try and do a 
little more research on it.  Reading the names gets me a bit 
choked up... 
   
Sgt. Barry Benson, a South Carolina Veteran of the Army of 
Northern Virginia enlisted three months before Sumter at 
age 18 and served through Appomattox.  Reliving the war in 
words he began to wish he could relive it in fact and he came 
to believe he and his fellow soldiers, gray and blue, might 
one day be able to do just that, if not here on earth, then 
afterwards in Valhalla.  He wrote: 
  
"Who knows, but it may be given to us after this life, to meet 
again in the old quarters, to play chess and draughts, to get 
up soon to answer the morning roll call, to fall in at the tap 
of the drum for drill and dress parade, and again to hastily 
don our war gear while the monotonous patter of the long 
roll summons to battle." 
  

"Who knows but again the old flags, ragged and torn, 
snapping in the wind may face each other and flutter, 
pursuing and pursued, while the cries of victory fill a 

summer day.  And after the battle, then the slain and the 
wounded will arise, and all will meet together under the two 

flags, all sound and well.  There will talking and laughter 
and cheers and all will say, 'Did it not seem real?  Was it not 

as in the old days?" 
 
 

VERMONT CIVIL WAR HOSPITALS 
	
Sloan General Hospital, Montpelier	- Location: on a 
site known as the fair grounds, one mile east of the state 
house. Operated June - December, 1865; treated 1,670 

patients 8,574 total number of patients; only 175 died while 
under treatment.  
 
Burlington Hospital/Baxter General Hospital: 
treated 2,406 patients; operated between May 1862 - July 
1865 Location: 2 miles south of Burlington on Shelburne 
Road. Became home for destitute children.  
 
Brattleboro Hospital: U.S. General Hospital:  
Location: at campgrounds and barracks buildings in 
Brattleboro. Site now occupied by Brattleboro High School. 
4,402 patients–operated between June 1, 1863 - October 5, 
1865.  
 
(The above is from Howard Coffin’s book, “Vermont in the 
Civil War.”)  
 

ST. ALBANS RAID 
OCTOBER 19, 1864 

 
From the Vermont Transcript: 
 
     The following dispatches were received at about four 
o’clock this afternoon: 
 
            MONTPELIER, Oct. 19. 
 
 By Telegraph from St. Albans. 
 
To B. Barlow: 
     There has been a rebel raid to this place and have robbed 
all the banks and have shot one or more men. 
   J. D. Sowles. 
 
   ST. ALBANS, Oct. 19. 
To Gov. Smith: 
 There is a party of rebels here shooting and killing 
citizens.  Have stolen as many as fifteen horses, and robbed 
all the banks. 
     
 

HONORING OUR ANCESTORS 
 

We will once again be honoring our Civil War ancestors in 
the November issue of the Camp Griffin Gazette.  If the 
editor already has your information from previous years, 
there is no need to contact me.  If I don’t have the 
information, and/or you have found some new ancestors, 
and you are a GMCWRT member, please send me your 
ancestor(s) name, Regiment, Company, rank and how 
he/they are related to you by the end of October. 
 
I would be more than happy to include more information if 
you have it available.  
 
 

PLEASE STAY SAFE AND WELL! 
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