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ROWLY BRUCKEN 

“DOUBLE-TALK ON DOUBLEDAY”  
Why, How, and When did  

Abner Doubleday become the imagined 
inventor of America’s pastime? 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2022 

BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VERMONT 

 
12 Noon Social Hour  
12:30 Buffet Lunch 

12:45 Business Meeting 
1:00 Program followed by discussion and book raffle 

 
Double-Talk on Doubleday  

 
Why, How, and When did Abner Doubleday become the 
imagined inventor of America’s pastime?  
 
Doubleday had no connection to baseball, so why, and for 
what purposes, did baseball’s boosters construct an original 
story with him at the center?  
 
Norwich University Professor Rowly Brucken will explore 
the founding myths of baseball’s real and fictional origins 
and will consider the broader context of the age of 
imperialism in America, New England sports history, and 

Victorian scandals.  The talk will conclude with an 
exploration of the early days of baseball in Vermont.  
 
Rowly is a lifelong Cleveland Indians/Guardians fan who 
teaches a course on baseball history and an honors class on 
inter-disciplinary adventures in baseball at Norwich.  He 
has spent two weeks in the archives at the Baseball Hall of 
Fame and has received two research grants to study the 
history of the sport.  This talk connects the controversy over 
baseball’s alleged origins to larger themes in American 
cultural and social history.  In his spare time Rowly has 
finished more than 60 marathons and over 25 
ultramarathons.  

 
This talk is sponsored by the Vermont Humanities 
Council and is free, and open to the public, and is 
accessible to those with disabilities.    
 
                          October Menu  
 
From Big Fatty’s! 
 
Pulled Pork  
Pulled Chicken 
Baked Beans  
Coleslaw  
Homemade BBQ Sauces  
Homemade Cabot Macaroni and Cheese 
Green Salad  
Water or BYOB 
Dessert 
 
$13 per person   
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For reservations, please contact Gail Blake by 
Thursday, October 6.  
  
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.   
 

October 2022 Treasurer’s Report 
 
Starting Balance: $3234.97  
Deposit: $158 (meals, raffle, dues, donations)  
Expenses: $330 (Lunch $240; Speaker $75, mileage, two 
lunches, gift; $15 Paper plates, napkins)  
Petty Cash: $80  
Ending Balance: $3142.97 
 

Program Schedule 
 
November 19 - Saturday - Ben Kemp - “A Yankee 
Galvanized Yankee” - The Man Who Fought on Both 
Sides of the War – PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS 
THE THIRD SATURDAY!!!  
 

2023 Program Schedule 
 
February – Rolf Diamant  
 
April 11 - Wayne Motts    
 
May 13 – Bob Amos  
 

GMCWRT BUMPY ROAD TO RICHMOND 
WITH A FEW POTHOLES THROWN IN FOR 

GOOD MEASURE 
Trip Report 

 
We departed WRJct at 6:30 am on Friday 8/26 with twenty-
two eager travelers on board.  Our trip was a long time 
coming and I had given up counting how many times the 
trip was postponed, cancelled, rescheduled, and/or 
modified, but seeing everyone's faces again made it all 
worthwhile. Stopped briefly in Springfield, VT to pick up the 
one and the only Bob Spaulding, our driver extraordinaire.  
Then it was on to Alexandria VA.  We had a smooth trip, a 
bit of traffic but not too bad for a Friday.  Arrived at our 
hotel the Hampton Inn and Suites in good time and met our 
other two travelers who found their own way to Alexandria, 
their efforts to join us were greatly appreciated.  Bob ferried 
us into Old Town Alexandria where we scattered to various 
dining establishments of our own choosing. We all enjoyed 
some great food, good drink, great company, and excellent 
people watching.  Then back to the hotel for a well-earned 
good night's sleep. 
 
Saturday dawned early, but not too early, we partook of a 
hearty breakfast, then packed up and headed into Old Town 
Alexandria.  Our first stop was the Freedom House Museum 
which once served as the Franklin and Armfield Slave Pen, 
as well as a Civil War military prison.  Following our tour, 
we met up with John Chapman of Manumission Tours.  
John introduced us to the Contraband and Freedman 

Memorial Cemetery and its amazing story, then we visited 
the Alexandria National Cemetery.  We bid John farewell, 
picked up our lunches and headed to Fort Ward for a quick 
picnic.  Our sandwiches were some of the best we have ever 
had.  Many thanks to Alexandria Pastry and Catering!  Our 
final stop of the day was the Clara Barton Missing Soldiers 
Office in Washington DC.  Yet another place with an 
amazing story to tell.  We departed DC and headed to our 
hotel, the Fairfield Inn and Suites in Sandston VA and we 
arrived on time!!! Mission BBQ catered our delicious dinner 
at the hotel, the bar was open, we had lots of laughs, 
couldn't have asked for more. 
 
Sunday, we rose early, had breakfast and headed in to 
Richmond.  We met our guide Emily King at the Hollywood 
Cemetery Gate and Emily took us on a driving tour of the 
city.  We saw the State Capital, Lumpkin's Jail also called 
the "the Devil's Half Acre", Maggie Walkers Home in 
Jackson Ward, Libby Hill Park, Shockoe Bottom, and more.  
Then we hopped on trolleys and toured Hollywood 
Cemetery.  Lunch was at the American Civil War Museum 
picnic spot, after we finally figured out how to get into the 
parking lot!  After lunch we toured the American Civil War 
Museum at our own pace, then off to The White House of 
the Confederacy. Our last tour of the day was the John 
Marshall House.  Lo and behold our guide grew up in 
Vermont!  Dinner was at the Capital Ale House; the food 
was delicious as was the beer and the service was excellent.  
Their chocolate cake was outstanding!!! 
 
Monday, we had breakfast at the hotel, met our guide Bert 
Dunkerly, and headed off on our tour of New Market 
Heights. Bert informed us that our hotel was located on the 
Seven Pines Battlefield, unfortunately none of the battlefield 
has been preserved.  We took an in depth look at the USCT 
and developed an increased appreciation of their efforts by 
visiting Deep Bottom Park, 4 Mile Creek Park, Fort 
Harrison (our lunch spot), Fort Gilmer, and more.   Our 
final stop of the day was the Dabb's House Museum.  The 
Dabb's House served as General Robert E. Lee's field 
headquarters during the summer of 1862.  We returned to 
our hotel, bid farewell to Bert, and enjoyed an excellent 
dinner catered by Roma Restaurant, BUT there was no 
bartender on duty, so Bob jumped in and ferried several of 
us to the nearest store to pick up some libations and we 
enjoyed an impromptu evening gathering on the patio of the 
hotel. 
 
Tuesday, we had breakfast at the hotel.  Whit Maxfield 
morphed into his great grandfather Captain Albert Dodge, 
39th USCT.  It was an unexpected surprise and we loved it!  
Then we were off to Appomattox Plantation/Grant's 
Headquarters to meet our guide for the day, Emmanuel 
Dabney, Historian at Petersburg National Battlefield.  
Emmanuel took us on a terrific journey in the footsteps of 
the USCT at Petersburg and the Battle of The Crater.  We 
had a picnic lunch at Poplar Grove National Cemetery and 
toured the Cemetery with Emmanuel.   After bidding 
farewell to Emmanuel, we stopped at the Petersburg VA 
Visitor's Center, but alas, they were closed.  We found a spot 
to park, some folks took a nap, some got ice cream, and 
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some found a place to whet their whistle.  Our next and final 
stop was the Violet Bank Museum in Colonial Heights. 
Violet Bank is a true gem.  The house was General Robert E. 
Lee's Headquarters from June 8, 1864, to November 1, 
1864.  Violet Bank is also home to the Cucumber Tree, it is 
one of the largest in the world and is truly rare east of the 
Blue Ridge.  Dinner was at the Swift Creek Mill, a good meal 
in a very historic building.  We had a trivia contest on the 
drive back the hotel and I was quite impressed with our 
group's knowledge! 
 
Wednesday, we bid farewell to three of our group and 
headed north.  Stopped for lunch at Cracker Barrel, bid 
farewell to Bob along the way and arrived safely in WRJct.  I 
would like to thank everyone who took a leap a 
of faith and joined the trip, especially our five "rookies." I 
had a great time and can't wait to travel with you again! 
 
 

 
 
Independent Democrat  
Concord, NH 
Thursday, October 27, 1864 
 
Recommended for Bravery. 
 
The following is a list of New Hampshire officers and 
soldiers who are mentioned by Major Gen. B. F. Butler, in a 
general order of congratulation lately issued by him.  New 
Hampshire will be proud to hear of the valor of her brave 
sons.  We copy the list from the N.Y. Tribune of Oct. 25. 
 
Col. Joseph C. Abbott, 7th N.H., commanding 2d Brigade, 
1st Division, is recommended for brevet for his gallant and 
soldierly conduct since the campaign commenced, and for 
the skillful and able manner in which his brigade was led to 
the rebel works within two miles of Richmond on the 1st 
inst. 
1st Lt. Fred. Davis, 7th N.H., and Acting Aid on Brigadier 
Gen. Hawley's staff, is recommended for gallantry. 
Sergeant William Tilton, Co. C. 7th New Hampshire, in 
command of pioneers, has special mention for gallantry, 
and is recommended to the Secretary of War for a medal. 

Sergt. Henry W. F. Little, Co. D, 7th New Hampshire, for 
gallantry on the skirmish line on the reconnoisance toward 
Richmond, is recommended to the Secretary of War for a 
medal.  He is appointed 1st Lieutenant in U.S. colored 
troops. 
Sergt. Frank Robey, Co. D., 7th New Hampshire, for 
gallantry on skirmish line, is recommended to the Secretary 
of War for a medal. 
Sergt. John A. Coburn, Co. H, 7th New Hampshire, was in 
command of his company in the reconnoisance toward 
Richmond, and is recommended to his Excellency the 
Governor of New Hampshire for promotion. 
Sergt. George P. Dow, Co. C, 7th New Hampshire, was in 
command of his company in the reconnoisance toward 
Richmond, and behave with gallantry.  He is recommended 
to the Secretary of War for a medal.   
Col. Michael Donahue, 10th N.H. Vols., has credit for the 
gallant manner in which he advanced his skirmish line from 
Aiken's Landing, having his horse shot under him and 
afterwards severely wounded.   
Private James Bradbury, 10th N.H. Vols., is recommended 
to the Secretary of War for a medal for gallantry in 
capturing rebel stand of ? 
Capt. Enoch W. Goss, of the 13th N.H. Vols., is commended 
for leading the skirmish line and the capture of prisoners 
and battle flags after the enemy's charge of the 30th, in 
which 18 commissioned officers and 200 men were 
captured. 
First Lieut. Jonathan H. Edgerly, 3d New Hampshire, for 
gallantry in conducting the skirmish line on the 29th of 
Sept., as well as on the reconnoisance toward Richmond, is 
recommended to His Excellency the Governor of New 
Hampshire for promotion. 
 

October Tidbit Items: 
 
U.S. General William Rufus Terrill, killed October 8, 1862 at 
Perryville, and his brother, CS General James Barbour 
Terrill was killed May 30, 1864 at Bethesda Church, were 
supposedly buried by their father in a single grave over 
which the tombstone reads "Here lie my two sons.  Only 
God knows which was right." 
 
In combat October 29, 1862 at Island Mount, MO, the 79th 
US Colored Troops/1st KS Colored Vols. became the first 
Black regiment to fight in the war. 
 

LOOKING BACK – CAMP GRIFFIN GAZETTE 
October 1998 

 
Our presenter was Ronald G. Watson whose presentation 
was "Letters from 2nd US Sharpshooters."  He came up 
from Pittsboro, North Carolina to talk about several 
Vermonters who had served in the 2nd US Sharpshooters.   
 
Our September 2022 guest speaker, Sharon Wood, wrote an 
article in that newsletter entitled "Family Stories Bring 
History to Life."  Most of this article was about her husband, 
Steve, and his great-great grandfather, 2nd Lieutenant 
Alfred H. Knowles, who had served in the famous 54th 
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Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.  Capt. Knowles 
lived well into his 92nd year.  It is a really interesting article 
about him.   
 
RT member Carl Braun had a letter in this newsletter that 
had been written by Joseph Barton of Warren, VT.  He was a 
private in Co. H, 2nd U.S. Sharpshooters.  He was wounded 
on May 31, 1864 at Totopotomoy Creek, Virginia.  The letter 
was written in August of 1864; Barton died of his wound on 
August 26, 1864. 
 
RT member Walter Mendoza had Book Reviews of "Lee's 
Tarnished Lieutenant" by William Garret Piston and 
"General James Longstreet, The Confederacy's Most 
Controversial Soldier" by Jeffry Wert. 
 
Speaking of Book Reviews, if you have read a good Civil War 
book you think others might be interested in, please feel free 
to write a short review and e-mail to me to put in a future 
newsletter. 
 
Gail Blake and Jack Anderson were "hard at work" planning 
a GMCWRT trip to Antietam for May 14-May 17, 1999. 

 
TWENTY-ONE UNION SOLDIERS WERE 
AWARDED THE MEDAL OF HONOR FOR 

ACTIONS AT CEDAR CREEK                  
OCTOBER 19, 1864 

Ten officers and eleven enlisted men received the nation’s 
highest military honor for actions of heroism at the Battle of 
Cedar Creek. Among the recipients were eight soldiers from 
New York regiments and five from Vermont units. Among 
the Vermonters to receive the honor was Col. Stephen 
Thomas—commander of the second brigade, first division, 
of the XIX Corps. During the early morning phase of the 
battle Gen. Emory ordered Thomas’ command out of its 
entrenchments to a wooded ridge on the east side of the 
Valley Pike to slow the Confederate attack. For nearly thirty 
minutes Thomas’ brigade held and allowed Emory to 
strengthen his line to meet the Confederate attack. Thomas’ 
command suffered catastrophic losses for its efforts.  For 
example, the 8th Vermont—one of the brigade’s four 
regiments—lost 106 men out of 159 engaged, including the 
loss of thirteen of its sixteen field officers. 

THE CEDAR CREEK BATTLEFIELD 
CONTAINS THREE MONUMENTS 

DEDICATED BY SURVIVORS OF THE 
FIGHT  

Veterans of the 8th Vermont dedicated the first permanent 
monument on September 21, 1885. The veterans positioned 
the monument on the ridge where the regiment suffered 
such fearful carnage on the morning of October 19, 1864. On 
October 15, 1907, survivors of the 128th New York dedicated 
their monument to the regiment’s service. The veterans 
placed the monument at the left end of the XIX Corps’ 
trench line. On September 16, 1920, the North Carolina 

Historical Commission and the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy dedicated a monument to the memory of Gen. 
Stephen D. Ramseur, mortally wounded at the battle. 
Ramseur’s daughter Mary unveiled the monument before a 
crowd of Confederate and Union veterans. 

CEDAR CREEK 

Eric Campbell, Park Historian 

Unlike many other Civil War battlefields, which are marked 
by numerous memorials, the Cedar Creek battlefield only 
has three monuments. The reason this regiment has a 
monument on the field is due to one of its members, 
Herbert Hill, who was an 18 year-old private when he fought 
at Cedar Creek. A successful business man after the war, 
Hill decided to commemorate the deeds of his fellow 
soldiers in the Valley by personally paying for the creation 
and placement of two monuments in 1885; one at Cedar 
Creek and the other at 3rd Winchester (this monument was 
later moved to the Winchester National Cemetery). 

The 8th Vermont belonged to Col. Stephen Thomas’s 
brigade (approximately 1,500 strong) which was ordered 
into the maelstrom of the overwhelming Confederate attack 
that had just shattered the 8th Corps and crushed the left 
wing of the army. Essentially Thomas’s brigade was 
sacrificed in order to buy time for the rest of the Union army 
to retreat and reposition itself against the crushing 
Confederate advance. In a desperate stand that lasted about 
30 minutes, the brigade was decimated, losing over 70 
percent of its strength before being overwhelmed and swept 
aside. The 8th Vermont lost 110 killed, wounded and 
captured out of its 164 officers and men (68 percent 
casualties). The monument marks one of the most famous 
incidents of the battle, being located on the spot where a 
tenacious struggle for the regiment’s two flags occurred, and 
where three of its color-bearers were killed defending them. 
Ultimately, though forced to withdraw, the flags were saved. 
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