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G. Craig Caba

G. CRAIG CABA
“GETTYSBURG – ANTI-SLAVERY,
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, AND
THE CIVIL WAR”
TUESDAY, SEPT. 11, 2012
HOTEL COOLIDGE
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT
6:00 P.M. Social Hour
6:30 Buffet Dinner
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting
7:30 Program, followed by discussion
Adjournment
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12
Noon, Sept. 10. Cost per person for the buffet dinner
is $15.00. For the meeting and program only, there is a
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for nonmembers. For reservations please contact Ginny
Gage at lewandginny1863@comcast.net or
603-542-9682..
MENU
ASSORTED SANDWICHES
COLD SALAD/SOUP
TOSSED SALAD
COFFEE/TEA
ICE CREAM AND CAKE
September 2012

G. Craig Caba is a 1959 charter member and past
president of the Harrisburg Civil War Round Table and the
Gettysburg Battlefield Preservation Association (GBPA).
Caba has presented many lectures to Civil War Round
Tables, including Chicago, Milwaukee, Rochester,
Philadelphia, as well as at historical societies, museum
seminars, and conferences at Temple Univ., Princeton,
Dickinson, and Gettysburg College. He is the author of
numerous books, including Historic Southern Saddles, U.S.
Military Drums, The Patriot Daughters at Gettysburg, Lost
Children of the Battlefield – A Collection of Photographs
Found at Gettysburg, A Recently Discovered Gettysburg
Address, and Episodes of Gettysburg and the Underground
Railroad.
Mr. Caba has served as a Civil War consultant for
Time-Life Gettysburg, the History Channel, Maryland
Adelphia Cable, A & E Network, and PBS.
He is the recipient of the President’s Award of
Hartwick College and the USCT Institute for distinguished
research in Underground Railroad scholarship. In 2003,
he received the Dwight D. Eisenhower Preservation Award
from the GBPA for his life-time preservation efforts. Craig is
a graduate of the University of Kentucky and a retired
history educator. For fun he enjoys old-fashioned stone
masonry projects.
Currently, he is developing the country’s first online American History & Heritage Museum so all can access
and enjoy our past. It is uniquely designed to excite the
public about American heritage.
Gettysburg – Anti-Slavery, Underground
Railroad, and the Civil War.
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Craig Caba will reveal, through original evidence,
testimony and artifacts, the influence of Gettysburg with
regards to the anti-slavery movement and its panoramic
place in Civil War history. Having access to the documents
saved by the prominent Gettysburg family of Adam Wert
and his son, J. Howard Wert, Mr. Caba can document
Adams County’s tremendous hatred for slavery since 1836.
A veteran of the Battle of Gettysburg, J. Howard
Wert was also prominent in the Underground Railroad
movement as a Gettysburg College student. Wert’s writings
explore the movement and the political aspects of the
Emancipation, the Gettysburg Address, and the 13th
Amendment. Among the Wert Family’s circle of friends
were Thaddeus Stevens, Lydia Hamilton Smith, Jonathan
Blanchard, and John Greenleaf Whittier.
Gettysburg’s national figures, led by Thaddeus
Stevens, were as decisive with their contributions in the
House of Representatives to rid the country of slavery as
was the military victory on the battlefield. No other
American community so fiercely opposed slavery. Mr.
Caba's talk will show how history shaped Gettysburg’s fate
to be the site of the great battle that decided the issue of
freedom for our nation.

April 13
Dr. Steve Floyd – NHCWRT –
“Memorials at Gettysburg.”
May 14
John Mudge – “Report on Trips to
Virginia on His Family”
June 11
Howard Coffin – “New book on
Vermont towns related to the Civil War.”

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings
Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M.
They are also looking for speakers for their
winter/spring programs and would love anyone
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net Check out The
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/
Vermont Civil War Hemlocks web site:
http://hemlocks.vermontcivilwar.org/index.html

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. Editor: Ginny
Gage. We encourage and welcome all contributions and
suggestions. Send news and information to:

Sept. 7 - 6:30 pm: ILLUMINATION in honor of the
Claremont, NH, boys who died serving the Union
Army in 1861 & 1862, outdoors on the lawn of the
Claremont History Museum, 26 Mulberry Street; presented
by Joanne Lewis, Licensed Gettysburg Battlefield Guide and
Nancy Miville of the Claremont Historical Society; the
Museum will be open from 5 to 7:30 pm ; for information
check Claremont, NH History Museum on Facebook or call
603-543-0068.

Ginny Gage
365 East Road
Cornish, NH 03745 or
E-mail: lewandginny1863@comcast.net

2012-13 Program Schedule

Sept. – Northeast Kingdom Civil War Round Table Fall Encampment. For information please contact
Joan Huguenin at PoohBahToo@hotmail.com or
802-754-6402.

Peter Sinclair, Program Chair
October 9
Bill Hallett – “Newburyport, MA,
and the Civil War”

Sept. 13 – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of
Union Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers
Memorial Building, North Park Street, Lebanon,
NH. Camp members, junior members, SUVCW
Auxiliary members, and guests are welcome! For
more information:
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic
_blue.html

November 13
Peter Sinclair – “Report on the RT
Trip of 2012 to Antietam”
December 8
Michelle Sherburne discussing her
new book on the Peacham, VT soldiers’ letters
(Round Table members to read from these letters.)
2013
January 12

Sept. 14– NHCWRT – 6:45 p.m. – Epping Town
Hall, 157 Main Street, Epping, NH – Craig Caba
“Underground Railroad at Gettysburg.” For more
information, email monocacyus@yahoo.com or
check out their web site at: www.cwrt-nh.org/

Robert Sullivan – “Copperheads”

February 9
Steve Sotogren – “Vermont
Brigade During the Peninsula Campaign of 1862”
March 9
Catherine Wright – Curator of the
Museum of the Confederacy – “Lee’s Last Casualty:
The Life and Letters of Sgt. Robert Parker, 2nd
Virginia Cavalry.”

OTHER CIVIL WAR EVENTS AROUND
VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE
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September 13 — One Regiment’s Story in the Civil
War: The Ninth Vermont, 1862–1865. From guarding
Confederate prisoners incarcerated at Camp Douglas,
Illinois, to the woods of coastal North Carolina and finally to
the gates of Richmond, the Ninth Vermont Regiment earned
a reputation of being well-disciplined and steadfast under
fire. Although lacking the renown of other Vermont units, it
represented the state well throughout its history. Civil War
historian Donald Wickman offers listeners tales of the ninth
Vermont, highlighted by the stories of some of the 1,878
Vermonters who comprised it, as it became one of the most
traveled regiments in the Federal army. Hosted by the Air
Force Association - Green Mountain Chapter. Colchester,
Vermont Veterans Militia Museum and Library,
789 Vermont National Guard Rd, 1:00 pm. John
Roach, (802) 879-3713.

Arming the Union uncovers the surprising influence of a
little-known Vermont factory. Operating out of the old
Robbins & Lawrence armory in Windsor, the machine tool
firm Lamson, Goodnow & Yale played a critical role in
outfitting the Union Army. Altogether, the North produced
more than 1.5 million rifles in the span of about three years,
along with tens of thousands of pistols and carbines. The
majority of those weapons were made using machinery
designed and produced in Windsor. Arming the Union tells
the story of the men and machines that made possible the
production of guns on such a massive scale—the story of the
technological achievement that saved the Union.
The two stories also overlap—and not simply because
Vermont soldiers, like everyone else in the Union Army,
carried weapons produced on Vermont-made machinery.
Half a dozen young men actually worked in the Windsor
armory before shouldering rifles and heading off to war.
Both exhibits are set inside the actual nineteenth-century
factory building where the gunmaking machinery was
perfected and built and where 50,000 Special Model
Springfield rifles were also produced.

October 1 — Book Discussion: America's War:
Talking About the Civil War and Emancipation on
Their 150th Anniversaries anthology by edited by
Edward L. Ayers. Part of the Making Sense of the
American Civil War series. Developed by the National
Endowment for the Humanities and the American Library
Association, this Civil War sesquicentennial
commemorative series uses works of historical fiction and
interpretation, speeches, diaries, memoirs, biographies, and
short stories to examine a broad range of perspectives in an
exploration of the American Civil War. Led by Suzanne H
Brown. Hosted by the Quechee Library. Quechee Library,
4:30 pm. Kate Schaal, (802) 295-1232.

Together these two exhibitions present a view of Vermont’s
role in the Civil War as it has never been seen before: the
home front, the battlefield, and the powerful connections
between the two.
American Precision Museum, 196 Main Street, P.O. Box
679, Windsor, VT 05089 - info@americanprecision.org
802-674-5781 – www.americanprecision.org - Open daily
10-5. Admission is free on Sundays.

Voices from the Front: New Hampshire and
the American Civil War (through December 31,

(Editor’s Note: Our RT group and guests visited the
Museum this summer and had a tour of the exhibits by
Howard Coffin and his wife, Sue. If you have any interest in
Vermont Civil War memorabilia, it is well worth the trip.)

2012)
More than any other event, the Civil War defines 19thcentury America. Through photographs, diaries, letters, and
objects, the exhibition, Voices from the Front: New
Hampshire and the American Civil War, tells the
compelling stories of people forever changed by the conflict.

Vermont Journal
September 20, 1862

Location: 6 Eagle Square, Concord, NH Hours: TuesdaySaturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 12 to 5 p.m. Also
open Monday 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. July 1-October 15 and in
December. Closed on federal holidays. Admission: $5.50
adults, $4.50 seniors, $3 children 6-18, $17 family
maximum, free for New Hampshire Historical Society
members. Contact: 603/228-6688

The Eighth Vermont Regiment.
C.M. Ferrin, in charge of the regimental hospital of the
Eighth Vermont, at Algiers, La., writes as follows, on the
24th of August;
Our hospital continues about the same--we have now 37 in
all; two of which are from the Seventh. One man has his
discharge and has been waiting two weeks for a passage
home, but will now, probably have to die here. We have lost
49 in all. In the St. James Hotel General Hospital, for the
last fourteen days, they have lost 70 men out of some 300
patients. I understand from the Surgeons that we have lost
from this division (16 regiments) above 1,000 men in hte
last six months.

Memorial Day Weekend through October –
The Civil War Sesquicentennial at the
American Precision Museum – Full Duty: The
Civil War Collection of Howard Coffin presents
the first-ever exhibition from the private collection of
Vermont’s foremost Civil War historian. Featuring letters,
diaries, photographs, maps, paintings, and newspapers,
along with weapons and other military accoutrements, the
exhibition explores the day-to-day life of Vermont soldiers
in camp and on the battlefield. These artifacts and images
explore how the actions and decisions of ordinary people
can have an enormous impact on historic events.

One Louisiana regiment is full and organized; another is
nearly full. Negroes are coming into camp by squads. Gen.
Phelps has a regiment of them. They do most of the work in
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our regiment, such as cooking, police duty, &c., and they are
now filling up a company.--We have eight at our quarters, to
do our cooking, washing, ironing, &c. Some of them are
smart, intelligent fellows, and seem to have great bravery. I
believe this is the way to end this war; arm the negroes and
lead them on; confiscate the property of the rebels, and
hang them without judge or jury, wherever we can find
them; protect the Union man and his property, if he can
prove himself to be a Union man. I believe, under such
discipline, rebels will be scarce. Now they think we dare not
hang a man, or take his property, let him do his worst. We
have been too lenient.—Free Press.

The 7th Vermont Regiment, by a fatal mistake, had
already fired into the same regiment they had refused to
support, killing and wounding several.
The Commanding General therefore excepts the 7th
Vermont from General Order No. 57, and will not permit
their colors to be inscribed with a name which could bring
to its officers and men no proud thought.
It is further ordered, that the colors of that regiment be not
borne by them until such time as they shall have earned the
right to them and the earliest opportunity will be given this
regiment to show whether they are worthy descendants of
those who fought beside Allen, and with Starke at
Bennington.

Caledonian
September 26, 1862
The 9th Vermont Taken Prisoners.

Among those whose honorable mention is made is "John
Donahue, 4th MAS. Battery, who brought off from the camp
of the 7th Vermont Regiment their colors at the time of their
retreat."

In the surrender of Harper's Ferry to the rebels by Col.
Miles the ninth regiment of Vermont volunteers fell into
their hands.--This regiment has been sent to the seat of war
since the President's call for 600,000 more troops,
consequently their military carerr has been a short one. It is
understood, however, that all the prisoners taken at the
Ferry were paroled, and doubtless most if not all will be
exchanged at an early day.--We hope so, as Col. Stannard
and the ninth cannot well be spared at this time.

Vermont Journal
September 27, 1862
THE 7TH VT. REGIMENT IN THE BATTLE OF
BATON ROUGE --ITS ALLEGED DISGRACEFUL
BEHAVIOR DENIED.

Previous to the attack upon Harper's Ferry, this regiment
was stationed at Winchester, but was obliged to retire before
the rebels. In their haste they left about one hundred of sick
and disabled men, who are supposed to have fallen into
rebel hands. Surgeon Carpenter was left with them.

Lieut. Col. Fullam, late of the 7th Vermont Regiment of
Volunteers, in a letter to the Rutland Herald, dated Ludlow,
Sept. 13th, says that he was Lieut. Col. of the Regiment at
the time of the battle of Baton Rouge, August 5,--that, with
the exception of two short absences in all, when sent by Col.
Roberts to other parts of the field on special service, he was
in his place, and after the fall of the Colonel was constantly
in command of the Regiment during the day and until his
resignation on the 26th. He says the charge of misconduct
on the part of the regiment is not supported by facts--that a
full investigation of the matter has been demanded of the
War Department, which he doubts not will result in a report
completely refuting the imputations of Gen. Butler.
A letter to the Rutland Herald from Capt. Dutton, goes
more fully into a denial of the allegations against the
conduct of the regiment. If a fuller investigation shall show
that the imputations against the Regiment for its conduct on
the occasion referred to were undeserved, it will be as a
result most grateful to the feelings of the people of
Vermont.--Burlington Free Press

St. Albans Messenger
September 18, 1862
Shame for Vermont.
THE BATTLE OF BATON ROUGE--GEN. BUTLER'S
ORDER.
From Gen. Butler's order in reference to the Battle of Baton
Rouge, we quote all references to the bad conduct of the 7th
Vermont Regiment.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF
New Orleans, Aug. 15, 1862,
General Order No. 62.
The Commanding General has carefully revised the
official reports of the action of August 5th at Baton Rouge,
to collect the evidence of the gallant deeds and meritorious
services of those engaged in that brilliant victory.
The name of the lamented and gallant Gen. Williams has
already passed into history.
Col. Roberts, of the 7th Vermont Volunteers, fell mortally
wounded, while rallying his men. He was worthy of a better
disciplined regiment and a better fate.
Glorious as it is to die for one's country, yet his regiment
gave him the inexpressible pain of seeing it break in
confusion when not pressed by the enemy, and refuse to
march to the aid of the out-numbered and almost
overwhelmed Indianaians.

Peacham in the Civil War
By Jutta Scott
I am happy to announce that the Peacham
Historical Association has just published a comprehensive
history of Peacham in the Civil War:
*A Vermont Hill Town in the Civil War: Peacham’s
Story*. Jutta R. Scott and Michelle Arnosky Sherburne, eds.
With an Essay by Lynn A. Bonfield. Illustrated, maps,
notes, bibliography. 218 pages. May 2012.
Drawing from scores of letters, diaries,
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memoirs,and photographs, this book vividly tells the story
of the men from Peacham who went to war and their
families who endured life without them on the home front.
The book blends narrative with a rich array of
period photographs and images. Previously unpublished
letters, diaries, and personal recollections provide insights
into soldiers’ experiences during the war. The book features
1864 and 1865 war diaries penned by Isaac N. Watts, a
soldier in the 11th Vermont Regiment and the memoir of
Mark Wheeler’s harrowing experiences in the infamous
prison at Andersonville, Georgia. It also summarizes the
memoirs of the town’s youngest soldier, 15-year-old Turrell
Elkins Harriman.
Adding further detail to this comprehensive history
of Peacham in the Civil War, biographical sketches chronicle
the lives of all 169 Peacham men who served the Union.
*A Vermont Hill Town in the Civil War: Peacham’s
Story* is now available for purchase at the Peacham Library,
the Peacham Corner Guild,The Vermont Historical Society
Bookstore, and online on PHA’s website:
peachamhistorical.org. Paperback $25; hardcover $35
(available in late July).

RT TRIP 2013
TO GETTYSBURG!
MAY 2-6
The group will be staying at the new Comfort
Suites on the Baltimore Pike.
More information in future newsletters.

This was the Department of Vermont, Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) booth at the Vermont
Historical Society's History Expo in Tunbridge, VT on June
16, 2012. William Scott Camp #302 commander Whitney
Maxfield (L) is wearing the militia gray uniform which the
2nd Vermont Infantry wore at the Battle of First Bull Run.
His great-uncle James T. Bacon was in that uniit. Maxfield
and Department of Vermont commander Francis W. Owen
(R) used Peck's Register of the Vermont Civil War soldiers
to help visitors find details of their ancestors' Civil War
service. A framable Certificate of Service with their
ancestor's service information could then be printed out on
parchment-like paper for the visitor. SUVCW brochures and
membership applications were offered to visitors who
qualified for membership.
(Thanks to Tom McKenna for sending these photos and
information.)

Navy Coxswain Charles H. Smith, who is buried in the
Concord cemetery and who was awarded the Medal of
Honor for his heroic efforts rescuing sailors from the
Ironclad “Monitor” during the Civil War, had a Medal of
Honor marker installed on his grave in the Concord Village
Cemetery recently. On Saturday, Concord residents,
descendants of Charles Smith, Civil War Reenactors and
local history buffs gathered for a ceremony
commemorating the Medal of Honor marker and honoring
Smith’s memory.
(The Caledonian-Record – August 20, 2012)
(Thank you to Sue Sellew Stacy for sending this in.)
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PLEASE NOTE:
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2012— March 2013 Membership Rates

As of our October meeting, the price for our
evening dinners will be $16.00 per person. The
price of our Saturday afternoon luncheons will be
$18.00 per person.

Name:____________________________
Address: __________________________
________________________________
________________________________

I am attaching the results of the RT Survey taken
this spring. I will also bring along a few copies to
our September meeting. The Executive Committee
appreciates the response we received. We had 25
people respond.

Home Phone _______________________
Work Phone________________________

PROGRAM CHAIR

E-mail address:______________________

Peter Sinclair is still planning on stepping down from being
full time Program Chair after the 2012-2013 period. So far
no-one has offered to take over, and if no-one responds,
there will be no future programs other than speakers
already scheduled for 2013-2014. Perhaps we can come up
with another way of doing this. Peter suggests forming a
committee of about 3-4 people which could include himself.
Each member of this committee will be responsible for
coming up with 3-4 potential speakers, and the group will
meet around the New Year and decide whom to invite for
the coming year. We have a considerable list of possible
speakers for members to look over. The person nominating
that speaker will be responsible for the invitation and
looking after the visit of the speaker. Anyone interested, or
has any questions, should contact Peter, Lew, Ginny, or
Gail. The sad truth is if no one comes forward, there will be
no roundtable meetings in 2014, or at least there will be no
speakers.

__ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00
Is this a

new membership ___
renewal ___

Dues are payable to: GMCWRT, P.O. Box 982, White River
Junction, VT 05001

TREASURER’S REPORT
The balance in the account as of the end of August is
$2,451.00.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
P.O. Box 982
White River Jct., VT 05001
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