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          TONY O’CONNOR 

“ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN” 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 

6 P.M. 

      BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER  

         WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 
Tony O’Connor  

 
AN ALMOSTER 
ALMOST A PRETTY GOOD CIVIL WAR HISTORIAN 
ALMOST A GREAT FATHER AND HUSBAND 
ALMOST A GOOD IMMIGRATION OFFICER 
ALMOST A GREAT GOLFER 
I'VE COME CLOSE ON MANY THINGS BUT NEVER GOT 
ALL THE WAY THERE 
ALTHOUGH MY LIFE HAS NOT BEEN A FAILURE; ITS 
NOT WHAT IT COULD HAVE BEEN HAD I HAD MORE 
GRIT 
ABOUT THE ONLY THING I'VE DONE WELL IN THIS 
LIFE IS BEING A TRIPLE AMPUTEE 

Editor’s note:  Tony gave this presentation to our Round 
Table 15 years ago.  It is well worth seeing it again!  

Dear Members and Friends of the GMCWRT:     
 
I write with some news – perhaps one could call it “the end 
of an era.” 
For various reasons, we no longer can continue the long 
tradition we have had with the Hotel Coolidge. As you know, 

the RT committed to twenty meals at each meeting there. 
That covered all the costs - the server, the rooms and meals 
tax, the meeting room, the server’s tip, and the food service 
itself. We developed three types of meals that we could 
choose from - Tiers 1, 2 and 3. 

As time has gone on, however, it has been difficult to get 
twenty people to consistently commit to a meal. The 
treasury has made up the difference when the count fell 
short. In some cases, a few individuals have stepped forward 
with donations. That has kept our head above water. But it’s 
untenable. 

Your Executive Committee has made the decision to meet 
on a much less formal basis, at least to start. We’ll be 
meeting at the Bugbee Center in WRJ starting on 
September 8. It’s located at 262 North Main Street. At this 
first meeting, we will have a coffee/tea/punch service. No 
meal will be provided. 

Doors will be open at 6 PM. I encourage you to bring a bag 
lunch, some take-out, a Happy Meal – whatever. The 
membership can still enjoy the camaraderie of a meal 
together – it will be, at least for this first meeting, a BYOM. 

We are going to have to figure it out as we go along. There 
will be ample time for discussion on September 8 on how to 
proceed. It will have to be hashed out by the membership as 
we adjust to the new reality. But we start a new year with 
more flexibility and, perhaps most importantly, much less 
expense. 

Thank you. 
 
The guy who has been here since the very beginning, 
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Jack Anderson 
Feel free to email me at:  jwahist@comcast.net with your 
thoughts and suggestions. 

PLEASE NOTE:  OUR SPEAKER WILL PRESENT HIS 
PROGRAM AT 7 P.M., NOT OUR USUAL 7:15.  AFTER 
THE PROGRAM AND QUESTION AND ANSWER 
PERIOD, WE WILL HAVE OUR REGULAR MEETING. 

ALSO:  THE BUGBEE CENTER IS JUST UP THE ROAD 
FROM THE HOTEL COOLIDGE.  AND, SOME FOLKS 
WILL BE HAVING DINNER AT THE TIP TOP CAFÉ 
WHICH IS ALMOST OPPOSITE THE CENTER.  
RESERVATIONS ARE SUGGESTED:  802-295-3312. 

2015-2016 Program Schedule 

Oct. 13 – Tom Ledoux – “Diaspora of Veterans:  One 
Vermonter who left the State before the War and served in 
other States, and Vermonters who served in Vermont 
regiments and left the State afterwards. 

Nov. 10 – Remembrance Meeting – Members and letters. 

2016  

Jan. 9 – Saturday – Patrick Schroeder – Historian at 
Appomattox National Park – “Signing of cease-fire between 
Generals Grant and Lee. 

Feb. 13– Steve Allen – “Letters of Jesse Dewey, Co. I, 2nd 
New Hampshire Regiment. 

March 12– Christine Smith – “Womens’ Relief Corps, the 
official women’s auxiliary to the Grand Army of the 
Republic, recognized in 1883. 

April 12 – Tuesday – Patrick Falci – “A. P. Hill at 
Gettysburg” 

May – Open 

June 14– Brian Fagan – Gettysburg College.  Will talk about 
his new book on Union veterans and the unending effects of 
the war. 

Also:  Sometime in May or June a visit to St. Gauden’s 
National Park in Cornish, NH, to visit their special new 12 
foot sculpture of the standing Abraham Lincoln.  Look for 
more information next year.   

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

The Vermont Heritage Galleries include Service & 
Sacrifice, which is now featuring the Andrus panoramic 
battle scenes, Houghton’s photographs, and the State of 
Vermont Civil War flags. Learn more about Vermont 
citizens’ service and sacrifice during the War Between the 
States. Admission covers all three galleries and entrance to 

the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier. 
Vermont History Center, 60 Washington Street, 
Barre, VT Open Mon-Fri, noon to 4:00 pm (802) 
479-8519 www.vermonthistory.org 
NORTHFIELD, Vt.–Norwich University’ - Sullivan 
Museum and History Center -  New exhibit:  “1865, 
Out of the Ashes: Assassination, Reconstruction, 
and Healing the Nation.”                                                  
The exhibit, which focuses on the aftermath of the 
assassination of President Abraham Lincoln, the 
rehabilitation and restoration of the South, and efforts to 
unify the country, is the fifth and final exhibition in the 
museum’s series commemorating the 150th anniversary of 
the Civil War.                                                                                   
A centerpiece of the new exhibition is a unique and rare 
firearm recently acquired by the Sullivan Museum and 
History Center: a Spencer repeating rifle. Possibly tested by 
President Lincoln himself, the weapon had remained in 
private hands for several generations and will now be on 
public view for the first time since the Civil War. The rifle 
was itself an important part of Civil War history. Adopted by 
Union troops, it allowed for more accurate and rapid firing. 
The Spencer rifle now on view was an early issue, originally 
given to Lincoln by the manufacturer and later gifted by 
Lincoln to Gideon Welles, NU’1826, in recognition of his 
Civil War service as Secretary of the Navy.                             
In addition to the rifle, historical objects from Ford’s 
Theater, a brass cannon used during the Civil War and 
period currency loaned by the Hon. John W. Walter will be 
included in the exhibition.                                                      
The museum is located on the Northfield campus of 
Norwich University. It is open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. during the academic year. 
There is no charge for admission to the museum. For more 
information call 802.485.2183 or visit the museum’s 
website (academics.norwich.edu/museum/) or Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/SullivanMuseum)            

Through Oct. 12 – “Soldiers & Citizens” – Free 
museum at New England Via Vermont in Alburgh village.  
Focus on soldiers & families back home.  Displays include 
Lincoln, St. Albans Raid, medicine, ladies, children, soldier 
life, Underground Railroad, battles, veterans.  Call                   
802-796-3665 or:  www.newenglandviavermont.net 
(From the Civil War News.)   
 
Strafford, VT, Historical Society “Strafford’s Civil 
War Years, 1861-1865:  Service and Sacrifice” now 
through October 2015 – Sunday afternoons 2:00 - 4:00 PM 
and Wednesday mornings 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 Noon at the 
Brick Store in Strafford's Upper Village. Or, call Stefanie 
Johnston, Curator, for questions or appointments (802) 
765-4057. 

Wednesday, Sept. 16 – NEKCWRT - “The Star 
Spangled Banner, A Flag and an Anthem.”  Presented 
by Nancy Miville -  7PM  -  Newport, Vermont. The group 
meets for dinner-on-your-own at 6PM at Eastside 
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Restaurant with meeting to follow. It is located at 47 
Landing Street, Newport, VT. 

Soldiers' Monument & Memorial Park  
Winsted, Connecticut USA  
125th Anniversary Year of its Dedication in 1890  
3 Days of Events - September 10 through 12 
soldiersmonumentwinsted.org  

NOTE:  If anyone learns of a Civil War event or something 
they think might be of interest to our membership, please 
let me know, and I will be happy to send out an e-mail 
message to everyone as well as post on our Facebook page, 
and include the notice in the next newsletter.  

As mentioned above, Gail and I post events that we 
are aware of on our Facebook page as well as 
interesting items from time to time.  I have been 
trying recently to post old photos from our Full 
Duty Banquets and Round Table Trips on our 
Thursday edition of our Facebook page.  Check it 
out some time!  You don’t need to be a “member” of 
Facebook in order to view these items, only to post 
comments to them.  FACEBOOK Page:  Just go to 
Facebook Page and type in:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Roundtable. 

TREASURER’S REPORT                                                     
Gail Blake                                                                    
Beginning Balance: $2373.57                                        
Expenses:  $385 Hotel Coolidge                                     
Deposit: $585, dues, donations, meals, raffle               
Balance: $2573.57                                                                 

Egbert Allis 

     Egbert Allis was an Assistant Surgeon in the U.S. Navy 
and along with his nephew, S. Horace Smith, Steward, went 
down with the U.S.S. Bainbridge.  Egbert enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy on January 27, 1862 and was appointed Acting 
Assistant Surgeon on the U.S.S. Westfield, which saw action 
on the Mississippi River, where Allis was commended by his 
commanding officer for “kind and unremitting attention to 
the sick.”  The Westfield was later engaged in the blockade 
of Texas.  On January 1, 1863 during a battle, the Westfield 
ran aground and the crew set charges to destroy the vessel 
rather than let it be captured.  Unfortunately, the charges 
went off early, killing the Captain and most of the senior 
officers, leaving Allis to report on efforts to save official 
records.  Ten days later in New Orleans, Allis reported on 
the destruction, stating that payroll and other papers were 
saved, but many files were left behind.                                                                        
In the spring, Allis was sent home on sick leave and in 

August was ordered to the U.S.S. Bainbridge, then at New 
York.  He took with him, S. Horace Smith of Brookfield, 
aged 17, who joined the service August 1863, as a Surgeons’ 
Steward.  The Bainbridge left New York on August 18, 
encountered a hurricane and sank off Cape Hatteras on 
August 21.  Allis, Smith and 98 others in the crew perished. 
The only survivor was picked up by the brig South Boston, 
the next day. 

(The above is from the October 2011 Brookfield, Vermont, 
Historical Society News.)  

Watchman, Montpelier, Vermont 
Friday, September 15, 1865 
 
GEN. LEE ON SUBMISSION TO AUTHORITY. 
--We have previously noticed the appointment of Robert E. 
Lee to the Presidency of Washington College, at Lexington, 
Va.  In his letter of acceptance he says:  "It is the duty of 
every citizen in the present condition of the country to do all 
in his power to aid in the restoration of peace and harmony, 
and in no way oppose the policy of the State or general 
government directed to that object."  And in another place 
he remarks:  "It is particulary incumbent to those charged 
with the instruction of the young to set an example of 
submission to authority."  The Board of Trustees of the 
Institution have called a meeting, and in a series of 
resolutions "heartily concur in and fully indorse the 
sentiments so well expressed by Gen. Lee; sentiments that 
cannot fail to commend themselves to the approval of the 
President of the United States, and to the unqualified assent 
of all sensible and virtuous citizens." 
 
JOHN BROWN'S WINDOW.--The correspondent of the 
Tribune, in a recent letter from California, gives the 
following information: 
     At a little town, the head of navigation on the Sacramento 
river, lives the widow of old John Brown.  Her daughters 
teach public schools, while she finds employment as 
something between nurse and physician among the 
neighboring families, by whom she is warmly loved.  She is 
entirely dependent upon her own labor.  There is a project 
to purchase a house and lot for her in this, her chosen home. 
 Any who would aid so worthy an effort may send their 
contributions through the mail, or by Wells, Fargo & Co.'s 
Express, to her at Red Bluffs, Tehama Co., California.  I do 
not know whether Mrs. Brown is aware of the movement, 
but surely she ought to be placed beyond the reach of want 
by the American people."   
 
New Hampshire  
Mirror and Farmer  
Saturday, September 16, 1865 
GRAND VETERAN LEAGUE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Several weeks ago a call was circulated throughout the State, 
inviting all returned officers and men of New Hampshire 
regiments to meet at Concord, on the sixth instant to see 
what measures could be taken towards establishing a 
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Soldiers' Home for indigent and disabled New Hampshire 
soldiers.  Two preliminary meetings had previously been 
held and committees appointed for various purposes. 
 Agreeably to this last call a meeting was held at Music Hall, 
Concord, Thursday evening, Brig. Gen. A. F. Stevens 
presiding.  A form of organization was reported by the 
committee previously appointed to that work, and after 
being fully discussed, it was taken up by sections and 
adopted. 

Portsmouth Journal of Literature and Politics 
Portsmouth, NH 
Saturday, September 23, 1865 
 
In the late number of the Portsmouth Journal, you make 
mention of a man having three sons in the army, and ask if 
any family can show a better record. 
Mr. Robert G. Bly of Epping, lately deceased, had five sons 
in the army, viz:  M. V. G. Bly, and Elbridge G. Bly in 2d 
N.H., Woodbury G. Bly, 3d N.H., James M. in 11th N.H., 
and Asa, in the 11th, who was killed in the battle of the 
Wilderness.  M.V.G. was wounded in the first Bull Run 
battle, and he and Elbridge are veterans yet in the 2d N.H. 
 Woodbury G. who was wounded four times, and James, 
were honorably discharged on return of their regiments, 
and all, but Asa, who had but just enlisted when Grant 
started for Richmond, were promoted, and wee in all the 
battles in which their regiments were engaged, and served 
valiantly and truly. 
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Jct., VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If there is a better record of any family in New Hampshire, 
who are they?  I cannot forbear to remark, that it somewhat 
singular, that the late William Bly worked most of his time 
for, and resided in a house belonging to Dr. Nat Batchelder. 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2015— March 2016 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


