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ALL IN PERSON

MEETINGS HAVE BEEN

CANCELED THROUGH THE

ENDOF 2021.

ROUND TABLE FALLMEETINGS

Our Executive Committee has decided it would be best to
play it safe and not have any meetings until hopefully
January 2022. We think it would be best to play it safe!

JACK ANDERSON
RETIREMENT!!!

On a very sad note, our founder and president has decided
to retire AND move back to Maine! In his recent e-mail to
the Executive Committee:

“On another note, there are big changes coming for us. I am
retiring in September, joining Dee who stopped working last
January. We have bought a home in Orland, Maine, minutes
from the coast. We are putting our place on the market this
week, and we will be moving on September 30. It’s an end of
an era - 42 years in Woodstock. But I’m going back to my
roots - I left Maine after college in 1970 and have been away
51 years! So, it’s a known quantity, and comfortable.

There are so many friends that we are leaving,
including members of the GMCWRT. Many great memories:
adopt a position at Gettysburg, bus trips south, the Full
Duty Banquets, book reviews by Dave Bernard, Ed Bearss
coming to the Hartford Elks Club, Civil War Expos,
Executive Committee picnics at our house. We really had a
lot of fun.”

Jack will certainly be missed by all of us! He has done so
very, very much for this organization. But, we understand
and wish he and Dee all the best. Please come back, Jack,
and visit some time when you can. Perhaps you can give us
one of your great presentations?

2020, 2021, ANDNOW 2022
GMCWRT JOURNEY

Well, you might have noticed that I no longer use the word
"Annual" when I title our trips... So to cut to the chase, we
have decided to postpone our trip to Richmond yet again. I
hope to reschedule for late April or early May of 2022 and
will keep you updated. Our basic itinerary will remain the
same with a focus on the USCT, but lucky for you all now I
have the entire winter to make our trip even better and
more adventurous. Thanks to everyone for hanging in there
with me and I hope to see you next year!

Letters from the Field

“I am tired of the sickening sight of the battlefield, with its
mangled corpses and poor suffering wounded! Victory has
no charms for me when purchased at such a cost.”

--General George B. McClellon, in a letter to his wife, Ellen,
on June 2, 1862.
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Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation
October Reenactment

By Alice Evans

Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation announces its usual
reenactment on the third weekend in October: This year
that's Oct. 15, 16 and 17. I've always found this
reenactment large enough to be of interest without being
overwhelming. Plenty of free parking; not many
vendors. The Battlefield Foundation notes there will be
cavalry and artillery as well as infantry units in action and in
camp. "Battle scenarios, music, symposia, and medical,
military, and civilian demonstrations are scheduled each
day."

The new Visitor Center should be open and staffed. It
contains a small museum/bookstore. From the
Foundation's announcement, "For the outdoor enthusiast,
multiple walking and hiking trails are available for
exploration. Picnic tables located outside the Visitor Center
are the perfect place for a lunch break or to enjoy the unique
view of our corner of the Shenandoah Valley...." (I can
attest to there being quite a few picnic tables. The Center
also sells cold drinks.)

The Belle Grove house, there in 1864, likely will be open for
tours, as well.

The reenactment will be held on the original battlefield, a
mile south of Middletown (VA) on route 11, the Valley Pike,
near the intersection of major highways I 66 and I
81. From I 81 (north or south) take exit 302. Travel west on
route 627 to route 11 in Middletown, then south on 11.

Personally, I'd advise anyone thinking of attending this
event to book a hotel/motel room soon. A few lodgings are
near the 66/81 Junction, but at least once I had to stay up
near Winchester (15 miles away) when I hadn't decided to
attend until close to the event. If you book a room now but
then change your mind, cancellation with no penalty
generally is an option any place at least 24 hours before
expected check-in. Also, don't expect to find much in the
way of dining in the immediate area. (Winchester, of course,
offers more choices.)

In my recent visit, August 18th, I did find a restaurant in
Middletown that wasn't there on my prior visits ("Italian
Taste," with pretty large menu of subs, salads, pizzas and
full dinners). Probably best to go in "off hours" as it was
very busy at lunchtime

(Note: Lew and I visited Cedar Creek in September 2015.
We ended up having a 2 ½ hr. tour with Eric Campbell, one
of the Park Rangers there. We had met Eric while he was at
Gettysburg. He gave us an absolutely FANTASTIC tour of
the battlefield! We visited the Vermont monument, the spot
where the 14th NH had fought, and he was kind enough to
drive us around where an ancestor of mine who had fought

in the 1st CT Cavalry had been! Definitely would
recommend this battlefield! Ginny)

This last photo is where the 14th NH Regiment fought and
where they had discussed putting a monument.
Unfortunately, they never did! Eric Campbell brought Lew
and I to this sight which is “off the beaten path!”
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September 10 - The Civil War Roundtable of New
Hampshire welcomes the fourth visit of Patrick
Falci on Friday, September 10, 2021 at 7:15pm
(doors open 6:45pm) at the Epping Community Church, 4
Pleasant St, Epping, NH. (church is at the intersection near
the library)

Visit our" re-constructed" website for details on the meeting,
news of the group and speaker, our fall schedule, and photos
of our group over the years.
cwrt-nh.org

We'll have cake, the book raffle, a raffle for a wooden flag,
and our featured guest, Pat.
"Saddle Up with General Hill: Famous Generals &
Their Warhorses."

THE CAMP BAXTER INCIDENT

In the Summer of 1861, all the companies of the 3rd
Vermont Infantry were at Camp Baxter in St. Johnsbury, Vt.
for training, a sutler (19th century merchant) by the name of
Pike, had requested and was granted permission to open his
Sutlery at the camp. So he opened "Pikes Refreshment
Saloon" which sold pies, cookies, and other sundry items
including Lemonade. The troops were outraged at the price
of lemonade (3 cents a glass) so some of them obtained their
own Lemons, sugar, etc. from the commissary and began to
make their own, selling it for 2 cents a glass. Needless to say,
Mr. Pike was not happy!! He went to Lt. Colonel Hyde and
demanded something be done about it. The Colonel formed
up the Regiment and informed them that selling Lemonade
was unmilitary, he ordered it to stop immediately!!
The troops were rather upset and that night they raided
Pikes store, helping themselves to about $30.00 worth of
merchandise. The next morning the Colonel announced he
would be placing an armed guard in the Sutlery, in order to
deter future behavior of this sort.
That night some of the soldiers gathered, soon they got hold
of a large timber and knocked down the rear door of the
store, one of the guards inside fired into the crowd. Sgt.

Terrill from New Hampshire was shot and died the next
morning. When word of the incident got around, the local
population was outraged. On July 24th the regiment was
sent south to Washington.

THE VERMONT BRIGADE IN THE BATTLES
OFWINCHESTER AND FISHER'S HILL.

Mr. Editor;--A private letter has been received from a
member of the 11th regiment, which is now connected with
the Vermont brigade, giving facts as they appear not to an
eye-witness merely, but to an actor in the exciting scenes of
the Shenandoah Valley, Sept. 19-22. This letter was written
not for publication, but for the information of "loved ones"
at home."

During the battle of the 19th the brigade was under the
command of Col. Warner of the 11th regiment, which
regiment was commanded by Maj. Walker, the two
battalions of which were led, the 1st by Capt. Safford and the
2nd by Capt. Buxton. I give some extracts:

"We started at 2 A.M. Monday morning, our Division
leading the army, marched on the Winchester pike, reaching
the Opequan at day break. Beyond the Creek the road was
for two miles through a long ravine, woody, and a terribly
mean place; but Wilson had driven a rebel Division across
the creek and beyond the ravine back on to their main body,
so that we were enabled to form our lines of battle under
cover of a skirt of woods half a mile from the enemy and
three miles from Winchester. Our Division (the 2nd of the
6th Corps.) was on the left--guiding on the pike--the 1st
Division behind us in the second line, the 3d Division on the
right of the pike, the 19th corps beyond them and the 8th
still further on to the right, with cavalry on either flank. It
was 11 or 12 before our forces were all up and in
position. Then no time was lost; we all advanced in one
grand charge.--We had half a mile to go on open country
before reaching the rebel position, under an awful fire of
musketry and artillery, and our cannon rushed up and fired
over our heads. About half way to their skirmishers we
passed transversely through a ravine, which was completely
enfiladed by a rebel brigade drawn up at its foot, and firing
directly upon us. We scrambled out of the gully in a hurry
losing severely of course. They were driven away in the rush
of the 3d Division in whose front they were.
Our advance was over the highest ground of all, and right in
the face of a rebel battery.--We rushed on and the Johnnies
ran. Every place where there was any cover they would hide
till we came up,--and surrender. We got perfectly crazy with
the excitement. Oh, how they ran! In that first charge our
regiment took a Colonel, a Major, several officers and full
two hundred prisoners. We pushed on a mile or more, till
we were completely exhausted. The rebel battery in our
front had moved three times and we were trying to catch
it. At last we halted and found ourselves in a trench, pretty
good cover. The regiment was very much scattered, many of
them having gone to the rear with wounded and with
prisoners. Five color corporals had been wounded. We
were all tired out, but fired away all we could. The Johnnies

http://cwrt-nh.org/
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began to rally. It was evident we had gone too far and our
ranks were too much disorganized; still we could have held
the position all right if we had been supported, but at this
time the 19th corps, on the right gave way and fell back with
a rush. Of course the movement backward was carried
through, or those who held their ground would have been
captured. But the 6th corps only retired enough to save
themselves. The regiment--what there was left--soon came
into line, the brigade was reformed, connections made and
skirmishers thrown out.
About half past three, Gen. Sheridan rode through the
skirmish line on a dead run, sometimes inside and
sometimes out, coming back between our brigade and the
1st, which was on our left shouting, "Crook and Averill are
on their left and rear--we've got'em," and it gave us all new
courage, though we were not a bit disheartened
before. Very soon we got orders to advance and we went,
full corps line, with the extreme left retired and the rebs
pressing it, which made our position rather a precarious
one. A battery was there, too, enfilading us, but we went on
so fast that their shot would plow through just behind
us. We didn't run this time though; we would go on till we
got a little cover, re-form, and go on again, quiet and cool,
skirmishers ahead till we got to the mountain, and swept
down their lines to the east--each brigade and division of us
in front falling in as the tide reached us, and going into the
chase screaming and yelling like a grand fox hunt, ran them
off five miles without stopping. Prisoners, flags and guns
were taken in abundance. And we followed them all
night. Our brigade took several guns and several flags and
lots of prisoners. Battery 'F' of the 11th, reversed the guns in
one battery and let the Johnnies have the benefit of their
own amunition; they soon, however, got out of range. At the
opening, we were under a heavy fire for a few minutes but
lost nothing. A skirmish line could have held their position
against an army."
You can publish this, if you think any of the fathers and
mothers who have sons in the Vermont brigade will be
interested in it.

Yours &c, A

(Above is from the Vermont Journal, Windsor, Vermont –
Saturday, October 15, 1864.)

Wednesday, Sept. 21

We were by a big vineyard, and the brigade ate their full of
luscious grapes--the first thing we had eaten since
morning. Then we moved south of the city, went into
position, and to sleep.
As we understand it, we took 5000 prisoners, 5 guns and 15
flags. We know we gave them a most conclusive thrashing,
but now we are counting our losses. Of the 11th regiment,
Capt. Buxton,--to have been Major in a few days,--was
instantly killed in the garden. Lt. Duhigg, to have been
Captain of Battery M, was also killed. Capt. Eldridge, an
extremely gallant officer was wounded, it was supposed
mortally, but they say he has a chance and means to take
it. Four officers were wounded slightly; six men killed,
eighty-two wounded and nine missing; total loss one

hundred and three out of four hundred that went into the
fight. We had nearly half the loss of the brigade, and the
brigade over half that of the Division."

A little more was added at subsequent dates as follows:

"Thursday Morning, Sept. 22

"I wrote the above yesterday forenoon. At noon the army
went into line of battle, the 6th corps moving toward the
right. Laid near the skirmish line through the
afternoon. Just at dusk moved still further to the right to
support Warner's brigade which charged and took a crest in
his front. (Col. Warner has been detached to command the
1st brigade of our division.) Then we went into position on
his right and entrenched. We can see a strong place for the
Johnnies this morning, very strong. I hardly think it is the
intention to attack them, but to work on their
communications, Crook is moving to our right this morning,
close to the mountain, and is just opening; will advance I
presume, and possibly we may also.

September 2021 Treasurer’s Report

Starting Balance: $3108.55
Deposit: $25.00(dues,)
Donation: $300 American Battlefield Trust
Petty Cash: $135.00
Ending Balance: $2968.55

LOOKING BACK
SEPTEMBER 1997

Our speaker was Patrick E. Purcell, a retired manager in the
Marketing and Sales Department of Consolidated Rail
Corporation, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was a
graduate of Bennington, Vermont High School and
Northeastern University in Boston. His presentation was
“The Vicksburg Campaign.”

Greg Chase, long time member, and re-enactor with the
Fifth New Hampshire Regiment is the lead man for this
fall’s Adopt-A-Position effort’s at Gettysburg. The trip will
coincide with Remembrance Day and Greg says there’s
room for eighteen volunteers! This will be the fourth work
crew the Round Table has sent to work on the 5th New
Hampshire’s Monument – it looks so good we may have to
adopt another monument just to keep us busy!

Jack Anderson, founder of the GMCWRT will be doing a
Civil War Seminar and Tour at Lebanon College. There will
be two Saturday sessions on October 18 and 25, and a four
day trip to Maryland and Wet Virginia from October 31-
November 3. The enrollment deadline is Friday, September
19. You may call Lebanon College at (603) 228-2445 for
registration information.
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