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SHARONWOOD

“A SOLDIER’S MOTHER

TELLS HER STORY”

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2022

BUGBEE SENIOIR CENTER

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VERMONT

12 Noon Social Hour
12:15 Buffet Lunch

12:45 Business Meeting
1:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle

A Soldier's Mother Tells Her Story
Presented by SharonWood

Sharon Wood will speak as Betsey Phelps, mother of a
Union soldier from Amherst, NH who died at Gettysburg
while serving in the 5th NH Volunteer Regiment. Mrs.
Phelps will speak of watching her son and other young men
from her town go off to war, their stories of camp life as
written in letters home, and the efforts of soldiers' families
to send them supplies through locally organized groups
working with the U.S. Sanitary Commission.
Sharon has presented this program in almost 50 venues

since 2004, changing content and focus over the years as
she uncovered more stories from each location. If you have
some connection with a NH town, through ancestors who
lived there during the Civil War, or have a brief anecdote
about a particular soldier's service, send it

to sharon_wood@pobox.com and she'll try to work it into
her talk.
She respectfully requests that there be no videotaping of her
performance.
Occasional still photographs are permitted.
She will be happy to pose for pictures after the program.

September Menu

Make Your Own Sandwich

Cold Cut and Cheese Platter
Bulky Rolls
Fresh Fruit
Veggie Platter
Cole Slaw
Mac and Cheese Salad with Bacon
Condiments
Water
Dessert

$12.00 per person.

For reservations, please contact Gail Blake by
Wednesday, September 7h.
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919.

SUMMER 2022 Treasurer’s Report

Starting Balance: $3662.97
Deposit: $396 (meals, donations, raffle, dues, petty cash)
Expenses: Dinner $275; Speaker $85 (mileage, dinner, gift);
Annual donation to Bugbee Senior Center $500.
Petty Cash: $36
Ending Balance: $3234.97
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Executive Committee Meeting

The Executive Committee Meeting was held on July 22,
2022 at the home of John Mudge.

All 6 members were present.

We went through the speakers list we have. Peter will be in
touch with Rebecca Noel, Jamie Malanowski, and Bob Amos.
Gail will contact Ben Kemp, our November speaker.
Ruth will contact Ed Achorn and PamWeeks.
Ginny will contact Alan Brunelle to see when he might be
available as a “floating speaker.”
Peter will contact Jamie Malanowski to see if she can speak
in September or October of this year, and will also contact
Bob Amos to possibly speak in January or February.
We still have Wayne Motts as our April 2023 speaker.
Gail will check in with the Vermont Humanities Council
regarding speakers.

We decided to have all meetings on the second Saturday of
September, October, November, January, February, March,
and May. Our April and June meetings next year will be the
second Saturdays.

Regarding payment for our speakers, we will pay what they
ask for.
We will offer to pay speakers the current government
mileage rate.

We decided to try different topics other then Civil War.

Gail will check into a microphone.

Dues will be $25 per single and $40 per couple
Attending just the meeting: $2.00 per person if you are a
member, $5.00 per person for non-members

We will follow Bugbee Center Covid rules.

Gail will be taking care of meals, hopefully through Big
Fatty’s.

Meal clean-up was brought up, and decided things were OK
the way they are.

Donations will be the same – whenever someone knows of
an organization, etc., that would like a donation, we will
make one.

We talked about the future of our Round Table. As some
folks know, the CT Civil War Round Table will no longer be
active after this August. We felt that at this point, our RT is
doing fine.

We will still have our Facebook page, and beginning in
September we will be posting our meetings again in there,
and Gail will check into advertising locally.

Gail handed out the Summer Treasurer’s Report.

(PLEASE NOTE: Our November RT meeting will be
on the THIRD Saturday afternoon, NOT the second!)

Books, Books, and MORE Books

Once again there will be a wide variety of FREE Civil War
books available at our September meeting.
We will also be holding our usual book raffle (6 tickets for
$5 or $1 each) so bring your wallet, a bag, or a box and
replenish your bookshelves!!! (Winter’s coming!)

CIVILWAR SYMPOSIUM
Alice Evans

Folks, here's the conference information for next summer's
symposium offered by the Civil War Institute of Gettysburg
College. Those who attended the Round Table Executive
Committee Meeting at John’s house may recall my talking
about having attended their recent Symposium. I'm pleased
to see my two favorites of all the June 2022 speakers--both
excellent presenters--appear on the planned 2023 program.
Besides lectures, there are "dine-ins" (small group meetings
with a speaker) and, of course, choices of field trips.

https://www.gettysburg.edu/civil-war-institute/summer-
conference/2023-cwi-conference

2022/2023 Program Schedule

October 8 - Saturday - Rowly Brucken - “Double-
Talk on Doubleday: How a Dead Civil War General
Invented Baseball Without His Permission”

November 19 - Saturday - Ben Kemp - “A Yankee
Galvanized Yankee” - The ManWho Fought on Both
Sides of the War

2023 Program Schedule

April 11 - Wayne Motts

The Camp Baxter Incident

In the summer of 1861, all the companies of the 3rd
Vermont Infantry were at Camp Baxter in St. Johnsbury, Vt.,
for training. A sutler by the name of Pike, had requested
and was granted, permission to open his Sutlery at the
camp. So he opened "Pikes Refreshment Saloon" which
sold pies, cookies, and other sundry items including
Lemonade. The troops were outraged at the price of
lemonade (3 cents a glass) so some of them obtained their
own Lemons, sugar, etc., from the commissary and began to
make their own, selling it for 2 cents a glass. Needless to say,
Mr. Pike was not happy!! He went to Lt. Colonel Hyde and
demanded something be done about it. The Colonel formed
up the Regiment and informed them that selling Lemonade
was unmilitary, and he ordered it to stop immediately!!

https://www.gettysburg.edu/civil-war-institute/summer-conference/2023-cwi-conference
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3

The troops were rather upset and that night they raided
Pikes store, helping themselves to about $30.00 worth of
merchandise. The next morning the Colonel announced he
would be placing an armed guard in the Sutlery, in order to
deter future behavior of this sort.

That night some of the soldiers gathered. Soon they got
hold of a large timber and knocked down the rear door of
the store. One of the guards inside fired into the crowd. Sgt.
Terrill from New Hampshire was shot and died the next
morning. When word of the incident got around, the local
population was outraged. On July 24th the regiment was
sent south to Washington.

Vermont's Armament at the End of theWar

Adjutant and Inspector General Peter T. Washburn
issued his annual report on the status of Vermont's Military
organization on October 1, 1865 from his office in
Woodstock. The report is lengthy, 762 pages, but is a
comprehensive and very valuable resource that includes
everything from the names of all officers and enlisted who
had a change of status during the year, to the total
enrollments from all Vermont town for 1861-1865.

It is interesting to see the remarkable number of weapons
assembled by the state: 17,248 Springfield rifled muskets,
with all equipments and accoutrements; 2,000 Enfield rifles,
with equipments and accoutrements, 20 Flint Lock muskets,
smooth bore; 1,200 Remington Carbines, with
accoutrements etc.; 500 Smith's Carbines, complete, 1,200
Remington's Revolvers, complete; 500 Starr's Revolvers,
complete; 3 Six Gun Batteries, Light Napoleon 12 pounder
guns, bronze, with caissons, battery wagons, forges, and all
harnesses and other equipment; 1,700 Cavalry Sabres; 450
Artillery Sabres; 5 Six Pounder brass guns; 4 Six pounder
iron guns; 1,700 sets Cavalry horse equipment; 2,720
Rounds spherical case (1693 fixed); 1,600 rounds canister,
fixed; 585,000 rounds musket ammunition, elongated ball
cartridges fixed; 138,800 rounds revolver cartridges, fixed;
120,000 rounds Remington carbine cartridges, fixed; and
25,000 rounds Smith's Carbine cartridges, fixed.

LOOKING BACK – CAMP GRIFFIN GAZETTE
SEPTEMBER 1998

Dr. David Cross, our program coordinator, has had a busy
summer. Besides keeping up with his practice and moving
from Rutland to Charlotte, he managed to line up speakers
for every meeting from this September to May 1999! All
meetings are again scheduled for the second Tuesday of
each month. Be sure to mark your calendars now so you
won't miss any.

Our guest speaker and program was: Civil War Medicine
Presented By Kenneth G. Borie, M.D.

Six Future Presidents Served in the Civil War:

1. Eighteenth president, Ulysses S. Grant was named
general-in-chief by President Lincoln, only George
Washington had previously held that title.

2. Nineteenth president, Rutherford B. Hayes served
with the 23rd Ohio Vol. Inf. From the beginning to
the end of the war reaching the rank of major
general.

3. Twentieth president, James A. Garfield rose to the
rank of major general, largely as a matter of
political influence.

4. Twenty-first president Chester A. Arthur enlisted in
the New York Militia before the war and became
quartermaster general of state forces with a rank of
brigadier general.

5. Twenty-second president, Benjamin Harrison
enlisted in the 70th Indiana Inf. as a second
lieutenant.

6. Twenty-fourth president, William McKinley
enlisted in the 23rd Ohio Inf. As a private becoming
a brevet major.

Slang Names for States During the
Civil War:

Those from Maine were called Foxes
New Hampshire, Granite Boys
Massachusetts, Bay Staters
Vermont, Green Mountain Boys
Rhode Island, Gun Flints;
Connecticut, Wooden Nutmegs
New York, Knickerbockers
New Jersey, Clam Catchers
Pennsylvania, Logher Heads
Delaware, Musk-rats
Maryland, Claw Thumpers
Virginia, Beagles
North Carolina, Tar Boilers
South Carolina, Weasels
Georgia, Buzzards
Louisiana, Creoles
Alabama, Lizzards
Kentucky, Corn Crackers
Ohio, Buckeyes
Michigan, Wolverines
Indiana, Hoosiers;
Illinois, Suckers
Missouri, Pukes
Mississippi, TadPoles
Florida, Fly up the Creeks
Wisconsin, Badgers
Iowa, Hawkeyes
Oregon, Hard Cases.

Generals Wounded or Killed at the
Battle of Antietam:

Brig. Gen. George B. Anderson – died Oct. 16
Brig. Gen. Lawrence O’Bryan Branch –
Maj. Gen. Joseph K. F. Mansfield – died Sept. 1862
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Maj. Gen. Israel B. Richardson – Vermont – died
Nov. 3, 1862
Brig. Gen. Isaac P. Rodman – Rhode Island – died on Sept.
30, 1862
Brig, Gen. William E. Starke – Virginia – Sept. 17, 1862

Wounded at Antietam:

Army of the Potomac: 6

Army of Northern Virginia -6

Killed at South Mountain:

Army of the Potomac –
M. Gen. Jesse L. Reno –

Army of Northern Virginia:
B. Gen. Samuel Garland

A CivilWar Lad
by Charles E. Greenwood

Newfound Voice - Issue #11 - February 2004

In 1862, more men were needed to fight for the Union cause
in the Civil War. Blake Fowler, who ran a sawmill in North
Bristol, stepped forward at age 58 and recruited 71 men. He
had formerly been a captain in the Alexandria
Guards. Blake, the oldest man in Company C of the NH
12th regimental volunteers, was chosen the company's first
leader. David Fowler, Blake's father and a veteran of the
War of 1812, was considered too old to fill in the ranks, so
he hired a substitute to take his place. Hadley Bradley
Fowler, Blake's son and practicing physician in Bristol,
helped with the recruitment for Company C. Hadley then
joined as a private and was immediately granted a
commission and made regimental surgeon. Feeling the
need for an orderly, Dr. Fowler brought along his son
George H., age 13, to assist him. The Fowler family was thus
represented in one single regiment by four generations,
being present in person or by representative.

The three active-duty Fowlers were in every battle of the
regiment except Fredericksburg when they were taken
prisoners. Shortly thereafter they were exchanged for
southern soldiers held in northern captivity.

Dr. Fowler was quickly recognized by his superiors for his
ability to function as both a surgeon and physician. He was
called the "hero of the amputation table," where he was
known for severing more limbs and saving more lives than
most other surgeons seeing battle. His courage, alertness
and skill found him a recognized leader and he was placed
in many positions of honor and responsibility. Dr. Fowler
moved from one hospital to another where his executive
capacity was soon observed to be of the highest.

In the fall of 1864, Dr. Fowler, in peacetime a small-town
country doctor, was put in charge of building a hospital for
the Army of the James at Point of Rocks, Virginia. There

came to be 3,500 beds, nearly 500 officers and attendants,
34 surgeons, and over 258 other hospital personnel. All this
was under the supervision of Dr. Fowler.

As to George H. Fowler, orderly to his father, he became the
unofficial adopted son of the 12th Regiment. When he
returned to Bristol as a young man of 20, he entered the
drug emporium business and eventually had two drugstores,
on the east and west sides of the village square.

According to Caroline Fowler, George H. Fowler's niece and
adopted daughter, President Lincoln visited the hospital at
Point of Rocks, Virginia, and young George, only a lad, met
the President alongside his father, Dr. Hadley Bradley
Fowler.

IF YOUR DUES HAVE NOT BEEN PAID, THIS
WILL BE THE LAST NEWSLETTER YOUWILL
RECEIVE.

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table
March 2022—March 2023 Membership Rates

Name:_____________________________________

Address:___________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Home Phone _______________________________

Work Phone________________________________

E-mail
address______________________________

__ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter)
__ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00

Is this a new membership ___
renewal ___

Please make checks payable to: Green Mountain Civil War
Round Table and mail to:

GAIL BLAKE
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001


